
THE MEETING OF TWO CULTURES IN LAURA 
FITZGERALD’S VEIL OF ROSES NOVEL (2007):                      

A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

 

PUBLICATION ARTICLE 

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment on the Requirements 
for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education  

in English Department 

 

Proposed by: 

PIKA AYU KHARISMA                                                                         
A320090190 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2013 



TINTYERSITAS M{ITIAMMADTYAH SURAKARTA
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN

Jl.A.YaniTromol Pos I -Pabelan,KartasuraTelp (A271)717417Fai.:715448 Surakarta57102

Website:http://www.ums.ac.id email:ums.ums@ac.id

Surat Persetuiuan Artikel Publikasi Ilmiah

Yang bertandatangan dibawah ini pembimbing skripsi / tugas akhir:

Drs. M. Thoyibi, M.S

NIK 410

Titis Setyabudi, S.S M.Hum

NIK 948

Nama

NIPA{IK

Nama

NIPAIIK

(Pembimbing I)

(Pembimbing II)

Telah membaca dan mencermati naskah artikel publikasi ilmiah, yang merupakan

ringkasan skripsi (tugas akhir) dari mahasiswa:

Nama : PikaAyu Kharisma

NIM : 4320090190

Judul Skripsi : TIIE MEETING OF TWO CULTURES IN LAURA FITZGERALD'S

VEIL OF ROSES NOVEL (2007): A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE

Naskah tersebut layak dan dapat dipersetujui untuk dipublikasikan.

Demikian persetujuan ini dibuat semoga dapat dipergunakan seperlunya.

Pembimbing I

Surakarta, Juni 2013

Pembimbing II

{Drs. M. Thoyibi. M.S)
NIK 410 NIK 948



THE MEETING OF TWO CULTURES IN LAURA 
FITZGERALD’S VEIL OF ROSES NOVEL (2007):                      

A SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

Pika Ayu Kharisma 

A 320 090 190 

 

English Department, FKIP-UMS 

Jl. A. Yani Pabelan Kartasura Tromol Pos 1 Surakarta 57102 

Telp. (0271) 717417 Fax. (0271) 715448 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

The research is proposed to analyze the meeting of two culture in Veil of 
Roses novel by using Sociological Perspective. The major problem in this article 
is to explain how the meeting of two cultures in Laura Fitzgerald’s Veil of Roses. 
The object of study is Veil of Roses novel written by Laura Fitzgerald. Qualitative 
study is a method which is used to analyze the meeting of two cultures reflected in 
the novel. The result of this study shows that in this novel Laura Fitzgerald 
illustrated the meeting of two very different culture between American and 
Iranian culture. 
 

Key word: The meeting of two cultures, Veil of Roses, Sociological Perspective, 
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A. Introduction 

Veil of Roses is a fiction novel from the author Laura Fitzgerald which 

was published in January 2007 by Bantam Dell A Division of Random House, 

Inc., New York. The author of this novel is Laura Fitzgerald. She lives in 

Tucson, Arizona with her Iranian-American husband and their two children. 

She graduated from University of Wisconsin-Madison and now works in 

Physics R Us. Veil of Roses is her first novel and it is sequel from the second 

novel Dreaming in England. The third novel she made is One True Theory of 

Love. 

The writer has observed that Veil of Roses was analized by Tresnadi 

(Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, 2010). He focused the research on “The 

Construction of Freedom in a Novel Veil of Roses by Laura Fitzgerald” by 

using Existentialist Feminist Analysis. 

In analyzing the novel, there are six aspects of analyzing namely: social, 

economic, political, cultural, religious, and science and technology aspect. 

The first is social aspect, in the twentieth century, Morelock (2013) 

believes the upper, middle and working classes are the structure of American. 

Social aspect consists of social structure, social status and social relation. 

According to Locklin (2011) “the upper class in America are the people who 

successfully inherited their money via a particular folkway.” Cashell in Blank 

(2010) stated that “most Americans consider themselves middle class.” 

Meanwhile Jarrahi (2008) stated the middle class generally have great wealth 

although there is no great difference between income, education, culture and 

occupation. 

The second aspect is economic aspect, according to Slater (2000:7) in the 

last 20th century in the era of globalization has developped local and 

international transportation system. According to Hull in Outline of the U.S. 

Economic (2009:117)  
The United States does export, the largest single category in 2006 
was motor vehicles and their parts and engines, totaling $107 
billion. Semiconductors ($52 billion), civilian aircraft ($41 
billion), computer accessories ($36 billion), pharmaceuticals ($31 
billion), telecommunications equipment ($28 billion), chemicals 
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($27 billion), plastic materials ($25 billion), and medicinal 
equipment ($22 billion) followed on the list of major export 
industry categories. 

 
Hull in Outline of the U.S. Economic (2009:118) said in 2006 US 

imported oil and gas totaled $330 billion. America imported motor vehicles 

and engines ($257 billion), computers and computer accessories ($100 

billion), various kinds of apparel and textiles ($91 billion), pharmaceuticals 

($64 billion), televisions and VCRs ($36 billion) and toys and games ($29 

billion). The kind of traded items spans virtually everything Americans make, 

wear, use, or consume. 

The is third political aspect, Smith in U.S. Foreign Policy Agenda 

(2000:19) said the three branches of government in the United States are the 

executive, the legislative, and the judiciary. 

The forth is cultural aspect, Halliwell in American Thought and Culture 

in the 21st Century (2008:211) said the American culture in the end of 20th 

century is often marked in terms of plurality and eclecticism. Halliwell in 

American Thought and Culture in the 21st Century (2008:216) stated two 

forms of culture in the 20th century are music and movie. Wells in American 

Thought and Culture in the 21st Century (2008:291) stated that the digital 

revolution was played out by corporate culture in working together with 

scientists, engineers and technologists. There was still ‘old media’ such as 

print, television, cinema but with each passing day, these too were absorbed 

within the digital realm. The revolution will not be televised, but nowadays it 

will inevitably be digitised as in the YouTube, MySpace and Second Life. 

“The early 21st century is a time of ubiquitous email, the omnipresence of 

mobile phones, the cinema of post-production, computer-gaming cultures, the 

vacuity of reality television, and of the multi-channel society.” (Wells in 

American Thought and Culture in the 21st Century, 2008:292) 

Then, religious aspect, During the 20th century the christian chruch 

membership is multiplied seven times. Affiliation of religion increased even 

higher as the Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, and occult-metaphysical 
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communities, minuscule at the turn of the century, each developed 

constituencies numbering in the millions (Melton, 2003:2). 

And the last is science and technology aspect, Mauk and Oakland, 1997: 

237 stated “in the late twentieth century, technical advance is influenced by 

expansion, which is based on natural resources, iron, steam and electrical 

power. This expansion affected the invention of the internal combustion 

engine, the telegraph and telephone, radio and typewriters.” Figliola (2010) 

states that “today the internet has evolved even further and many people are 

using newer tools, such as blogs, social networks, video sharing sites, and 

other aspects of today’s communications technology to express their political 

ideals, many times in conflict with the political opinions and outlook espoused 

by their governments.  

B. Research Method 

In analyzing the meeting of two cultures, the writer uses Veil of Roses 

novel which is published by Bantam Dell in 2007 as the object of the study. 

The primary data of the study is Veil of Roses novel, written by Laura 

Fitzgerald. The secondary data are books or any information related to the 

meeting of two cultures that support the sociological perspective. 

Technique of collecting data in this research is library research. First, the 

researcher collects any data, which are related to the problem statement. She 

categorizes the data into two groups; they are main data and supporting data. 

Second, the supporting data are collected and classified in accordance with the 

subject matter. Third, the main data and supporting data are analyzed in order 

to answer the problem statement. Then, the researcher describes the 

conclusions from the analysis. Finally, the researcher selects the data by 

rejecting the irrelevant information which does not support the topic of the 

study. 

In analyzing the data, the writer applies a descriptive approach. The first 

is analyzing the data based on its structural elements. The second step is 

analyzing the data based on sociological perspective. 
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C. Findings and Discussion 

The analyzing of the meeting of two cultures is divided into six aspects 

of analyzing namely: social, economic, political, cultural, religious, and 

science and technology aspect. 

Firstly, social aspect divided into four namely social structure, 

immigration, social status, and social relation. Social structure is divided into 

three classes, the upper class, the middle class and the working class. The 

upper class was reflected in the character of Maryam, she is a manager at 

Macy’s and she has a new shiny-gold Mercedes-Benz. Ardishir or Maryam’s 

husband is also catagorized in the upper class. He is an orthopedic surgeon. 

Their house is the most beautiful than the others in a neighborhood called El 

Encanto Estates. Then the middle class is reflected in the character of Dr. Haji. 

He is a doctor, Haroun’s physician. The working class was shown in the 

character of Edgard. In Peru he was a doctor but now when he moves in 

America he washes dishes in a restaurant (VOR, 2007:55). 

In the Veil of Roses novel, most of the characters are the immigrants. 

Some of them are from Iran. They are Tami, Maryam, Ardishir, Mohammed, 

Haroun, Masoud and Dr. Haji. Then there is from Peru, he is Edgard; from 

German, she is Eva; from Russia, she is Nadia; from Poland, she is Agata and 

from Czechoslovakia; he is Josef.  

Masoud who gets two hundred fifty thousand dollars in his bad year is 

also categorized to the rich people. It is proved in the excerpt 
Last year I [Masoud] cleared a quarter milion dollars, and that was 
a bad year (VOR, 2007:240). 

 
After Edgard moved from Peru to America he changes his job from a 

doctor to a dishes laundress at the restaurant. It showed that the character is a 

poor people. 
“You’re a doctor?” “There, I was. Here, for now, I wash dishes in 
a restaurant.” He smiles like this is not so bad (VOR, 2007:55). 

 
The other social aspect reflected in her novel is the social relations which 

explores the relation among the classes. In the character of Tami, she does not 

do thing which shows the low-class behaviour. On her first way to the 
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English class, she uses two-inch boots from Naturalizers. She is hurted by 

that shoes because it was the first time. If she is braver, she will pull the boots 

off and walk barefoot. But she does not do that  because Maryam will 

disaprove. Maryam will say that it is low-class, beneath their family.  

Secondly, Fitzgerald shows the economic of America. In the first is come 

from the character of Maryam as the manager at Macy’s. The second is 

Ardishir as an orthopedic surgeon. The third is Mohammed as a dentist. The 

next is Haroun as the engineer. And then Masoud as the real estate developer. 

She shows the Persian who live in America have a good life and also 

economic. The Rustler is a bar owned by a Persian, because “Persian know it 

is good to own your own business in America. that is the way to become rich.” 

(VOR, 2007:96). Then, the native American named Ike has his own business 

by opening his own coffee shop just after he experienced work in the 

Starbucks. 

Thirdly, Fitzgerald tells the political aspect in her Veil of Roses novel 

about the divorce law. 
Divorce laws are very different here than in Iran. It is nothing, to 
get a divorce here. It is so easy and common, you can do it by 
mail. You don’t need to prove your husband is unfit, and you don’t 
have to go before a judge. You can file papers without the other 
person even knowing. You don’t need your husband’s 
permission.” (VOR, 2007:217). 
 

Then, the stay rights of non-native who has a green card in the America is told 

by the character of Nadia. She tells that Dany has told her that 
“....no one will take my baby away from me if I leave my 
husband.” I reach and squeeze her knee. This is good news. “He 
told me my husband could go to jail for how he has hurt me. He 
told me I am perfectly legal to stay here without him. I have my 
green card and there are protections for me.” (VOR, 2007:263-
264). 
 

Forthly, culture according to Varon (2010) divided into four, namely 

comunication, cognitive, material and behavioral aspects. Fitzgerald shows the 

major components based on the cultural aspect in the end of twentieth century 

and the the beginning of twenty-first century. The first is communication 

component, Fitzgerald delivers her ideas by using both language and symbol. 
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she uses English as the dominant language in her work and some Farsi 

language to show the Persian culture.  

The second is cognitive component include ideas, knowledge and belief, 

values and accounts. The ideas show in the character of Maryam, she is good 

because she gives Nadia a new better life in San Fransisco and leave Lenny. 

Then Haroun is weird and unstable because he is too concern with cleanliness. 

The knowledge which is shared by the author in her novel is about the 

knowledge of the divorce law in America. It explained by the character of Dr. 

Haji to Tami. Then about the green card, Nadia can live freely and get 

protections because she has a green card. There is no belief like Persian or 

Muslim in America such “men aren’t even supposed to look at women. To 

look at them is consiedered fornication of the eye.” (VOR, 2007:128). The 

value of getting dressed in Iran is must wear hejab and chador for the religious 

one. When Tami is situated in America she will follow the culture of America 

itself, she releases her hejab and dresses so American, such a form-fitting red 

dress with a deep V-neck over her (VOR, 2007:19). The accounts reflected in 

the story are the way Tami delivers her opinion to Ardishir. In her statement 

means that she wants Ardishir agrees what will Tami decided, in this case is to 

marry Haroun. 

The third is material component. American society like to watching 

television, watching movie and listening music. The forth is behavioral 

component include norms which further categorizes in mores, laws, folkway, 

and rituals. Norm which is shown in the story is the norm in Iran which is 

broken by Atefah. She was very recently found guilty of the similarly absurd 

crime of ‘acts incompatible with chastity.’ And she hung from a crane and left 

dangling in public view for forty-five minutes, while the man involved 

received one hundred lashes and was released. Mores reflected in the story is 

taarof. In Iran, when in the bus, women can not take their seat freely. They 

must board the bus in the back and stay in the back so the men do not even see 

them. If the women moves to the front of the bus, she will be dragged off the 

bus and arrested and will be taken to jail, beaten maybe (VOR, 2007:188). 
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In Zoroastrian tradition there is a ritual before celebrating the marriage, 

the bridge should make a Persian Wishing Soup. “Traditionally, a woman who 

has a wish invites her friends over. Each provides an ingredient and they share 

the wishing soup. This is supposed to make the woman’s wish come true.” 

(VOR, 2007:268). 

Then, Fitzgerald shows the religious aspect in her story of Veil of Roses 

by the character of the Persian. The first is Tami, she is muslim but not the 

religious one, because she has released her hejab just after her plane leave the 

Iranian airspace. The second is Haroun. He is not the religious one also. It can 

be seen on this excerpt 
He [Haroun] would be a good provider and does not seem too 
religious (VOR, 2007:112). 

Then, Dr. Haji is the religious one. It shown on this excerpt 

There are health pamphlets written in Arabic and Farsi. And there 
is a stack of prayer rugs in a basket. This makes me swallow hard. 
Great, he’s religious. I should have worn hejab (VOR, 2007:215). 

Then, the character of Eva shows that she is Christian. 

She shrugs. “Who knows? You’d kind of think that’s part of their 
attraction, you know? Like tearing the wrapping paper off a 
Christmas present or something.” (VOR, 2007:258). 
 

The last, In Veil of Roses novel, the author shows the development of the 

science and technology in the end of twentieth century and the beginning of 

the twenty-first century about the transpotation, communication tools and the 

cyber world. Veil of Roses shows the public transportations in America, they 

are airplane and bus. Tami goes to America by using airplane. Internet is one 

of the technologies progression. It can be seen in the character of Eva when 

she tells Tami that she has made Tami’s personal ads to the single Persian 

sites on the Internet. Then, cell phone is also the communication tool that 

showed in the story. 

D. Conclusion 

After analyzing Veil of Roses novel in order to understand how the 

meeting of two culture is reflected, the writer concludes the result based on the 

sociological perspective, it is evident that there is close relationship between 
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Fitzgerald’s novel and social reality of American society at the end of 

twentieth century and the beginning of the twenty-first century. Fitzgerald 

shows the all aspects of sociology in her novel. They are social, economic, 

political, cultural, religious and science and technology aspect. The dominant 

issue is about the immigrants especially from Iran. Most of  the Persian are 

confused with their identity to follow their own culture in Iran or the new 

culture in America. 
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