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ABSTRACT 

 

   

The major problem of this study is to elucidate how the family relationship 

is reflected in Calvin Trillin’s About Alice. The objectives of the study are to 

analyze the structural elements of this novel and to analyze this novel based on 

the sociological perspective. In this study, the researcher uses qualitative 

research whose data are based on primary source, the novel Calvin Trillin’s 

About Alice and secondary sources, such as Calvin Trillin’s biography and other 

data which deal with the research. In analyzing the data, he applies some 

approaches. The first, structural analysis approach is used to analyze the 

structural elements of this novel. They consist of character and characterization, 

setting, plot, point of view, style, and theme. The second, the sociological 

approach is used to analyze the relationship between this novel and social 

condition in England society. The sociological approach is applied in order to 

have the appropriate analysis and answer the problems. Based on the analysis, 

the researcher draws some conclusions. First, the novel Calvin Trillin’s About 

Alice was created based on the phenomena of English society in early twentieth 

century. Second, Calvin Trillin’s About Alice shows the conflict in the family 

relationship between mother and her daughters. The last is through her creation 

of the character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, and 

theme. This novel gives a clear description that family relationship is the most 

important in family life. The role of family can keep stability of a family that can 

arise good impact for the harmonious relationship between parent and children. 

  

Keywords: Family Relationship, a Sociological Approach 

  

I. Introduction   

 Background of the Study: The family is a group of persons united by ties 

of marriage, blood, or adoption; constituting a single household; interacting and 

communicating with each other in their respective social roles of husband and 

wife, mother and father, son and daughter, brother and sister; and creating and 

maintaining a common culture. (Burgess & Locke 1953,7-8)  
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The family relationship is one important thing in the family life. It 

includes in New York family, especially in 1963 shown by New Yorker author. 

One of New Yorker authors that critized the New York family about relationship 

is Calvin Trillin, through his novel, About Alice. The author depicts family 

relationship that is very complex. 

In society, the relationship and the phenomena are depicted by the author 

on his work. He expresses his thought and his feeling through literary work, it is 

influenced by social condition his work whom a certain place time in writing.  

There are several reasons why this topic is chosen. First, this study is 

crucial to be conducted due to the pedagogical element of empowerment in About 

Alice. Empowering students are family relationship factors that will build a better 

academic atmosphere. Second, investigating the meaning of social in this study is 

key point to effort of empowering social students in the educational institutions of 

family relationship such as husband-wife, parents-child/children. Third, the 

present writer will be a teacher later and this project is necessary to be carried out 

to widen, enlarge, to insert more knowledge to her / his professional competence 

as teacher. Finally, the last reason is to supply theoretical framework in the 

research of literature in the English Department. 

 Based on the background above the researcher is interested in analyzing 

a family relationship in Calvin Trillin’s About Alice novel using a sociological 

approach by Diana Laurenson and Alan Swingewood. 

Problem Statement is “How is family relationship in Calvin Trillin’s 

About Alice Novel (1963).” 

Limitation of the Study is the writer focuses on family relationship in 

Calvin Trillin in About Alice novel (1963) and it is sociological approach by 

Diana Laurenson and Alan Swingewood. 

Objective of the Study is to analyze family relationship in Calvin Trillin’s 

About Alice novel (1963) based on a structural element and to analysis family 

relationship in Calvin Trillin’s About Alice novel (1963) based on a sociological 

approach. 
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Literature Reviews are About Alice (1963) novel is an interesting novel. 

As far as the researcher concern the paper, it’s no previous study in About Alice 

novel, at least in UMS, UMM, UNS, UGM, UNNES, and UI. So that the researcher 

cannot compare this research with other research because this is the first study of 

About Alice novel. The researcher uses Sociological Approach to analyze the data 

and using of About Alice novel as an object. The researcher analyzes FAMILY 

RELATIONSHIP IN CALVIN TRILLIN ABOUT ALICE NOVEL (1963): A 

SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH.  

 

II. Research Method 

 In this research, the researcher uses the descriptive qualitative method. The 

data sources are library and literary data. The steps to conduct the research are 

determining the type of the study, determining the object of the study, determining 

data and data source, determining technique of data collection, and determining 

technique of data analysis. The object of the study is entitled About Alice novel by 

Calvin Trillin that was published in 1963 by Random House. 

 In doing this study, the researcher uses two sources of data, namely 

primary and secondary data. (1) Primary data source is the novel About Alice 

produced by Random House. (2) Secondary data sources are books or any 

information from internet related to the practice of family relationship that 

supports the sociological analysis. The techniques of data collection are read the 

novel repeatedly, take notes of important parts both primary and secondary data, 

arrange the data into several groups based on it is theoretical category, select 

particular parts considered important and relevant for analysis, and draw 

conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. 
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III. Research Finding 

 In this research finding, the research analysis some points in order to 

analyze About Alice novel.  

a. Social aspect 

 In this novel, Alice’s father was considered as the upper 

class. He was an owner of a company when Alice was born. 

But the company Alice’s father founded to manufacture and market his 

inventions went under at about the time she was born. (AA: 22) 

 Calvin’s represents the working class particularly the 

highly skilled workers by giving the narration about the writer, the 

teacher, and the editor. 

She had spent a year in the graduate program in English at Yale. She 

had copyedited books at Random House. She taught English and 

composition in college for years. She designed the content for an 

educational television series about the writing process. (AA: 33) 

 Meanwhile the skilled worker is represented in Calvin 

character, as a miner, and the other character as a businessman. 

I have always thought that it must be sadder to be a businessman 

without money than, say, poet without money or a coal miner without 

money. (AA: 22) 

 In early twentieth century, Alice as a mother had an 

important role in family life. Alice protects her children from 

sadness. 

“She wanted to protect us from worry, from sadness, from loneliness-

things her parents had not been able to protect her from.” (AA: 77) 

 Alice is considered as middle class. She is an editor and 

teacher. 

Alice had copyedited books at Random House. She taught English and 

composition in college for years. (AA: 33) 

 Alice’s parent is considered as the low class. Before Alice 

and her husband were married, her parents were poor. 

Alice had always assumed that Alice’s parents were poor”, she wrote in 

the article about her parents. (AA: 51)    

 The early twentieth century was characterized by women. 

Emancipation movement by which women claims their right to 

have same position as men and it has resulted women enjoyed their 

freedom, including Alice characteristic, that she was producing 

program to take teaching job. 
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In later years, when Alice was producing programs for educational 

television, she would occasionally take an unusual teaching job at 

Phoenix House, the drug treatment program, for a while, and for one 

semester at Sing Sing and she always took it for granted that people 

who wanted to learn could be taught, no matter what their background. 

(AA: 36)  

b. Economic aspect 

 Calvin Trillin has genuinely portrayed this condition and 

criticizes the situation through the plot in this novel. Calvin 

symbolizes the condition at the time by putting Alice family as the 

center of this novel. Calvin has portrayed the long hard struggle of 

middle class in their live. 

She grew up among prosperous suburbanites in a family that was 

always in precarious shape financially. (AA: 21) 

c. Politic aspect 

 In About Alice, Calvin’s does not describe clearly the 

political condition in early twenty century particularly in 1963, but 

through his narration and dialogues he mentions the kinds of 

occupation, which belonged to the middle and the working class. 

This gives a clear illustration that in that times those people had 

liberty in actualizing themselves even though only through their 

jobs. The kinds of occupation mentioned in About Alice are writer, 

educator, muse, author, college, and teacher. 

d. Science and technological aspect 

 The development of science and technology brought some 

effect in England society. They were many inventions established 

in early twenty century, such as; steam engine, telephone, and 

photograph. The most obvious invention in this century was steam 

engine. It can be used for steamboat. In About Alice, the 

transportation device used is car. 

She could not imagine anything dumber than spending a lot of money 

on a flashy car or boat. (AA: 50) 

 In science aspect, the development of science brought a 

good impact particularly in chemotherapy, radiologist, and 
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medicine. In About Alice, it is only mentioned medicine especially 

alternative medicine. 

At some point Alice would tell people that her husband always said that 

his idea of alternative medicine was a doctor who had not gone to Johns 

Hopkins. (AA: 70) 

e. Culture aspect 

 There is one thing that should be known in early twenty 

century period: a good etiquette, woman and man have their own 

rules which must be obeyed in their society. Calvin’s tries to give 

illustration in that time, the parents have the big role for the child. 

.....we knew was that some of them were still dependent on their parents 

financially or emotionally or some other way and some of them had 

seen that role ended or even reversed. (AA: 24) 

 Another element of the culture aspect is education sector 

trough that time in which the woman was allowed to have proper 

education. In Calvin Trillin’s About Alice, the major character has 

a proper education, is smart and very pretty. 

“She was nice and she was concerned and she was smart and when she 

talked to you, she was thinking about you, and, also, she was so very 

pretty,”.... (AA: 9)  

Calvin Trillin’s About Alice novel, talks about the different 

perception between parents and children about getting a job. In 

middle class, mostly, the people work as a coal miner, and they 

want his children to follow his job for their future. But from the 

children, they want to get better job to increase their social class. It 

also happens to Abigail and Sarah. 

When I’m asked how both of our daughters came to be involved in the 

sort of work they do - Abigail is a legal-services attorney for children, 

Sarah is a clinical social worker – I, naturally, deny having anything to 

do with it. (AA: 62) 
f. Religious aspect 

 In this novel, Calvin’s illustrated their activity that Alice’s 

father was a Baptist family named Stewart and her mother was 

Jewish, a fact that was to come as a great relief to my own Jewish 

mother, anyone whose mother was Jewish is herself Jewish. Some 

people think that Alice looked like the quintessential shiksa, she 

was a cute little Jewish girl. 
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Alice’s father had grown up in rural North Carolina, in a Southern 

Baptist family named Stewart, but her mother was Jewish..... (AA: 13) 

 Whatever Alice and her friend did something in their life. 

Alice and Mina have illness that Alice and Mina will die. 

It was an essay on how having cancer is “an embodiment of the 

existential paradox that we all experience: we feel that we are immortal, 

yet we know that we will die.” (AA: 40) 

g. Family Relationship Analysis 

  Family is an important economic unit. Calvin trillin has 

genuinely portrayed this condition and criticizes the situation 

through the plot in this novel. Calvin symbolizes the condition at 

the time by putting Alice family as the center of this novel. Calvin 

has portrayed the long hard struggle of middle class in their lives. 

She grew up among prosperous suburbanites in a family that was 

always in precarious shape financially. (AA: 21)  

 According to Stein, Markson, and Hess (1982: 313), there 

are three activities regulating in economic system, namely:  

First, production consists of primary, secondary, and 

service. Primary production is money that products from an 

investors. 

...., he got by after that mostly with research and development money 

from a series of investors. (AA: 22) 

Secondary production is manufacture invention and market 

invention in the company of Alice’s father. 

But the company Alice’s father founded to manufacture and market his 

invention.... (AA: 22)  

Service work includes Alice involves to work in education 

as the teacher in Hofstra University. 

....she was in her mid twenties then; teaching English at Hofstra 

University..... (AA: 24)  

Second, the distribution is Alice takes out bank loans to tide 

her father after she teaches English at Hofstra University. 

....; teaching English at Hofstra University-she had already taken out bank 

loans to tide her father over when there was a dry period between investors. 

(AA: 24) 

Third, the consumption is Alice takes teaching job in the 

Phoenix House. 
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...., she would occasionally take an unusual teaching job at Phoenix 

House, the drug treatment program, for a while, and for one semester.... 

(AA: 36) 

The member of family consists of mother, father, husband, 

wife, boy, and girl. Alice’s mother is a mother of Alice who is 

Jewish. 

...., but her mother was Jewish. (AA: 13) 

Alice’s father is a father of Alice who is Stewart in a 

Southern Baptist family. He grows up in rural area North Carolina. 

Alice’s father had grown up in rural North Carolina, in Southern Baptist 

family named Stewart... (AA: 13) 

Calvin is a husband of Alice who is graduated from Yale 

University. He works for The New Yorker as an older writer. 

…….I happened to mention to an older writer at The New Yorker …. 

(AA: 31) 

Alice is a wife of Calvin who  has a weird predilection for 

limiting her family to have three meals a day. 

....., I can state publicly that my wife, Alice, has a weird predilection for 

limiting our family to three meals a day. (AA: 3) 

Alice is a mom and a wife that keeps her husband and her 

children. 

Alice played the role of the mom the voice of reason, the sensible 

person who kept everything on an even keel despite the antics of her 

marginally goofy husband. (AA: 4) 

 Abigail and Sarah are girls who are born as female. Abigail 

and Sarah are Calvin and Alice’s daughters. Abigail is Calvin and 

Alice’s older daughter. Sarah is Alice and Calvin’s younger 

daughter. 

.....that Abigail, our children daughter, had been awarded.... for Sarah, 

our younger daughter.... (AA: 9)   

 The types of family consist of the nuclear family, the 

extended family, the family orientation and the family procreation. 
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In the novel About Alice by Calvin Trillin, there are a family that 

consists of parent, children, and grandparent. This family is called 

the term extended family. In this novel, Abigail and Sarah’s parent 

is Calvin and Alice. Children are Abigail and Sarah who are Calvin 

and Alice’s older and younger daughters. 

 .....that Abigail, our children daughter, had been awarded.... for Sarah, 

our younger daughter.... (AA: 9) 

Abigail and Sarah’s grandparent or Alice’ parent is Alice’s 

father and Alice’s mother. Alice’s mother is a mother of Alice who 

is Jewish. 

...., but her mother was Jewish. (AA: 13) 

Alice’s father is a father of Alice who is Stewart in a 

Southern Baptist family. He grows up in rural area North Carolina. 

Alice’s father had grown up in rural North Carolina, in Southern Baptist 

family named Stewart... (AA: 13) 

 

IV. Conclusion  

  After analyzing the primary data and secondary data in the previous of 

study, the researcher comes to the conclusion of the research. This conclusion 

gives an answer to the problem statement of the study stated in the introduction. It 

deals with “how the relationship is reflected in Calvin Trillin’s About Alice Novel 

(1963).” 

First, About Alice is Calvin’s literary work that tells about the relationship 

between parent and child, that is firstly, the relationship between Alice and her 

parent. Alice never smoked, but her mother was a chain smoker and her father 

smoked cigars constantly. She did not claim that her parent’s cigarette smoke was 

a cause of her lung cancer, but she was certain that her parent who were 

exceedingly protective, would never raise her in a house that is full of smoke if 

they had understood the danger of it. And second, the relationship among Alice 

and her children. Alice and her children were always in perfect harmony. Her 

children love Alice very much. Alice always said that parent had a huge influence 
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on children when it came to what she called the big things. In a letter to her 

daughter, she included among the message that had been sent to them “to worry 

about being kind and generous to other people, to be honest with yourself and 

with others, to find meaning in the work you do, not to over value financial 

success.” 

Second, the first relationship of husband and wife is her father and her 

mother. Alice’s father has grown up in rural areas in North Carolina. Alice’s 

father is Stewart who is a name of Baptist family and her mother is Jewish. Her 

father always loves her mother who became his wife and on the contrary her 

mother loves her father who became his husband. Her father and her mother were 

support each other in the condition social their life. And second, the relationship 

between Alice and Calvin. Calvin always loves Alice and Alice also loves her 

husband in the condition of social life. Alice is a wife who had weird predilection 

for limiting her family to have three meals a day. Calvin is a romantic husband 

who wrote and made a book as a gift for Alice, his wife. 
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