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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

 Fatherhood is a complex and often challenging journey that yields 

different experiences for different dads. For those men typically described 

with negative stereotypes or deficiencies, fatherhood and the experience of 

transformation and growth that sometimes accompanies it heralds new 

resources and opportunities to re-engage and reintegrate. 

 Freud's landmark “discovery” of the Oedipus complex established 

the fundamental importance of the father within psychoanalytic theory by 

identifying a child's confrontation with paternal authority as the most 

critical stage in psychosexual development. The internal crisis instigated 

by the Oedipus complex requires the repression of the unbounded 

phantasies of early childhood by yielding to the gendered moral order 

represented by the father; a rite of passage that lays the psychic 

foundations for the formation of the unconscious and “normal” 

heterosexual identity and conversely, constitutes “the nuclear complex of 

all neurosis.” 

 In emphasizing the father's civilizing function, the Oedipus 

complex consolidates the psychic and symbolic significance of the 

paternal as representative of what Freud deemed to be the inherently 
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patriarchal sphere of culture. More specifically, the Oedipus complex 

defines the father's principal role as disrupting the naturalized mother-

child dyad and turning the child toward culture. According to Freud, the 

newborn infant is merged in a blissful union with the mother, epitomized 

by the pure gratification of being breast-fed. This idyllic state is 

characterized as fundamentally asocial; a closed and inward-looking 

incestuous attachment that requires breaking up for the maintenance of 

society. It is through presenting himself as an irrefutably powerful and 

feared rival for the mother's love that the father instigates the crucial 

severance of the exclusive mother-infant bond by instilling the cultural 

prohibition of incest. The appearance of the father thus compels the child 

to achieve a separate identity and moral consciousness, initiating an 

internalization of authority that is synonymous with the development of 

the superego. Thus although Freud equates mothering with the “natural” 

labors of reproduction and nurturing in a physical sense, the psychological 

birth of the infant is extolled as the culturally defined responsibility of the 

father. 

Psychology takes human as the main observation. Literary is not 

much different. What is done by literary artist in creating literary work is 

recording the phenomena in human life and they pour it into many kinds 

of literary works. Most of literary works concern in human life. They 

mirror the artist sensitiveness of their environment, their sense of life and 

also their life’s experiences through written, sound or movement media. 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/15240650801935156#FT0013
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One of literary works, which is often used by artist to express their feeling 

and senses is movies. 

The film opens with a quote from the Book of Job. Afterwards, a 

mysterious, wavering light that resembles a flame flickers in the darkness. 

Mrs. O'Brien (Jessica Chastain) recalls a lesson taught to her that people 

must choose to either follow the path of grace or the path of nature. In the 

mid 1960s, she receives a telegram informing her of the death of her son, 

R.L., at age nineteen. Mr. O'Brien (Brad Pitt) is notified by telephone 

while at an airport. The family is thrown into turmoil. 

In the 2000s, eldest son Jack O'Brien (Sean Penn) is adrift in his 

modern life as an architect. One day he has an argument with his father 

regarding R.L.'s death. Later, after Jack sees a tree being planted in front 

of a building, he begins to reminisce about his life as a young teenager 

during the 1950s. 

Jack's perceptions of the world begin to change after one of his 

friends drowns at the pool and another of his friends is burned in a house 

fire. He becomes angry at his father for his bullying behavior and begins to 

keep a running tally of Mr. O'Brien's various hypocrisies and misdeeds 

while lashing out at his mother for allowing the behavior. 

One summer, Mr. O'Brien takes a long business trip. While he is 

away, the boys enjoy unfettered access to their mother, and Jack 

experiences the first twinges of rebelliousness. Goaded by other boys his 

age, Jack commits acts of vandalism and animal abuse. He later trespasses 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessica_Chastain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_grace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brad_Pitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sean_Penn
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into a neighbor's house and steals her sheer nightgown. Jack is confused 

and angered by his feelings of sexuality and guilty trespass. He throws the 

stolen underwear into a river to rid himself of it. Mr. O'Brien returns home 

from his unsuccessful business trip. Shortly thereafter the plant that he 

works for closes and he is given the option of relocating to work a 

thankless position with the firm, or to be terminated. He and his family 

pack up to move to the new job location. He laments the course his life has 

taken, questioning whether he has been a good enough person. He 

reconciles with Jack, asking forgiveness for his harsh treatment of him. 

In the present, adult Jack leaves work. Riding the elevator down he 

experiences a vision of walking on rocky terrain while seeing images of 

death and the dead returning to life. The vision is intercut with scenes of 

the far distant future in which the Sun expands into a red giant, and even 

further when it is a feeble white dwarf. 

Jack tentatively walks through a wooden door frame which is 

erected on the rocks. On a sandbar, Jack is reunited with his family and all 

the people who populate his memory. His father is happy to see him. Jack 

encounters his dead brother, whom he brings to his parents. Accompanied 

by a woman in white and her younger self, Mrs. O'Brien looks to the sky 

and whispers, "I give him to you. I give you my son." 

Jack's vision ends and he leaves his building smiling. The 

mysterious, wavering light continues to flicker in the darkness as the film 

cuts to black. Terrence Frederick Malick (born November 30, 1943) is 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_giant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_dwarf
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an American film director, screenwriter, and producer. In a career 

spanning over four decades, Malick has directed five feature films. 

Malick has received consistent regard for his work. Malick was 

nominated for Academy Awards for Best Director for The Thin Red 

Line and The Tree of Life and Best Adapted Screenplay for The Thin Red 

Line, as well as winning the Golden Bear at the 49th Berlin International 

Film Festival for The Thin Red Lineand the Palme d'Or at the 64th Cannes 

Film Festival for The Tree of Life. 

Terrence Malick was born in Ottawa, Illinois or Waco, Texas, the 

son of Irene (née Thompson) and Emil A. Malick, a geologist. His paternal 

grandparents were Assyrian Christian Lebanese immigrants. Waco is one 

of the settings of his film The Tree of Life. Malick attended St. Stephen's 

Episcopal School in Austin, Texas while his family lived 

in Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Malick had two younger brothers: Chris and 

Larry. Larry Malick was a guitarist who went to study in Spain 

with Segovia in the late 1960s. In 1968, Larry intentionally broke his own 

hands due to pressure over his musical studies. Emil went to Spain to help 

Larry, but Larry died shortly after, apparently committing suicide.  

Malick studied philosophy under Stanley Cavell at Harvard 

University, graduating summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in 1965. He 

went on to Magdalen College, Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar but left without 

earning a doctorate. In 1969, Northwestern University Press published 
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Malick's translation of Heidegger's Vom Wesen des Grundes as The 

Essence of Reasons.  

Returning to the United States, Malick taught philosophy at 

the Massachusetts Institute of Technology while freelancing as a journalist 

He wrote articles for Newsweek, The New Yorker, and Life.  

Malick's start in film began after earning an MFA from the AFI 

Conservatory in 1969, directing Lanton Mills. At the AFI, he established 

contacts with people such as Jack Nicholson, longtime collaborator Jack 

Fisk, and agent Mike Medavoy, who procured for Malick freelance 

work revising scripts. He is credited with the screenplay for Pocket 

Money (1972), and he wrote early drafts of Great Balls of Fire! (1989) 

and Dirty Harry (1971).  

After one of his screenplays, Deadhead Miles, was made into 

what Paramount Pictures felt to be an unrealizable film, Malick decided to 

direct his own scripts. His first work was Badlands (1973), an independent 

film starring Martin Sheen and Sissy Spacek as a young couple on a crime 

spree in the 1950s. After a troubled production, Badlands drew raves at its 

premiere at the New York Film Festival, leading to Warner Bros. 

Pictures buying distribution rights for three times its budget.  

Paramount Pictures produced Malick's second film, Days of 

Heaven (1978), about a love triangle that develops in the farm country of 

the Texas Panhandle in the early 20th century. The film spent two years in 

post-production, during which Malick and his crew experimented with 
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unconventional editing and voice-over techniques. Days of Heaven went 

on to win the Academy Award for Best Cinematography, as well as the 

prize for Best Director at the 1979 Cannes Film Festival. 

Following the release of Days of Heaven, Malick began developing 

a project for Paramount, titled Q that explored the origins of life on earth. 

During pre-production, he suddenly moved to Paris and disappeared from 

public view. During this time, he wrote a number of screenplays, 

including The English Speaker, about Josef Breuer's analysis of Anna O.; 

adaptations of Walker Percy's The Moviegoer and Larry McMurtry's The 

Desert Rose; a script about Jerry Lee Lewis; and a stage adaptation 

of Sansho the Bailiff that was to be directed by Andrzej Wajda, in addition 

to continuing work on the Q script. Malick's work on Q eventually became 

the basis for his 2011 film The Tree of Life. 

Twenty years after Days of Heaven, Malick returned to film 

directing in 1998 with The Thin Red Line, a loose adaptation of the James 

Jones World War II novel of the same name, for which he gathered a large 

ensemble of famous stars. The film was nominated for seven Academy 

Awards, won the Golden Bear at the 49th Berlin International Film 

Festival, and received critical acclaim. 

After learning of Malick's work on an article about Che 

Guevara during the 1960s, Steven Soderbergh offered Malick the chance 

to write and direct a film about Guevara that he had been developing 

with Benicio Del Toro. Malick accepted and produced a screenplay 
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focused on Guevara's failed revolution in Bolivia. After a year and a half, 

the financing had not come together entirely, and Malick was given the 

opportunity to direct The New World, a script he had begun developing in 

the 1970s. Consequently, he left the Guevara project in March 

2004. Soderbergh went on to direct Che. 

The New World, which featured a romantic interpretation of the 

story of John Smith and Pocahontas, was released in 2005. Over one 

million feet of film was shot for the film, and three different cuts of 

varying length were released. It was nominated for the Academy Award 

for Best Cinematography, but received generally mixed reviews during its 

theatrical run, though it has since been hailed as one of the best films of 

the decade.  

Malick's fifth feature, The Tree of Life, was filmed 

in Smithville, Texas, and elsewhere during 2008. Starring Brad 

Pitt and Sean Penn, it is a family drama spanning multiple time periods 

and focuses on an individual's reconciling love, mercy and beauty with the 

existence of sickness, suffering and death. It premiered at the 2011 Cannes 

Film Festival where it won the Palme d'Or. It has also been 

awarded FIPRESCI's Big Prize for the Best Film of the Year. A limited 

theatrical release in the United States began on May 27, 2011. 

Malick recently finished shooting his sixth feature 

in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, and Pawhuska, Oklahoma. Filming in 

Pawhuska took place in two locations, a Catholic church and the Triangle 
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Building, a three-sided, three-story building. Other details about the film 

are being closely guarded, with no title or plot information as yet 

announced. The film will star Ben Affleck, Rachel McAdams, Olga 

Kurylenko, Javier Bardem and Rachel Weisz. 

On November 1, 2011, Film nation Entertainment announced 

international sales for Malick's next two projects: Lawless and Knight of 

Cups. Lawless will star Ryan Gosling, with a supporting cast 

including Christian Bale, Cate Blanchett, Rooney Mara and Haley 

Bennett. Knight of Cups will star Bale, and will also feature Blanchett, 

along with Isabel Lucas. The films will be shot back-to-back in 

2012. Production designer Jack Fisk has indicated a June start date. 

During the weekend of September 16, 2011, Malick was 

photographed and caught on film while on set for one of the first times 

ever, while he and a small crew were following Christian Bale and Haley 

Bennett around the Austin City Limits Music Festival as part of 

preliminary shooting for Lawless. He was also seen directing Ryan 

Gosling and Rooney Mara at the Fun Fun Fun Fest on the weekend on 

November 4, 2011. 

Malick is famously protective of his private life. His contracts 

stipulate that his likeness may not be used for promotional purposes, and 

he routinely declines requests for interviews. From 1970 to 1976 Malick 

was married to Jill Jakes. He is currently married to Alexandra W.B. 
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Malick, who starred as Queen Anne in The New World. Malick resides 

in Austin, Texas. 

There are some reasons why the writer conducted this research. 

The first reason is from the character and characterization of The Tree of 

Life Movie Mr. O’Brien and Mrs. O’Brien as parent of Jack who is have 

different way to teach their son. Mr. O’Brien becomes a superiority father 

and it is very interesting to investigate because the superiority 

characteristic is appropriate to analyze by using individual psychological 

approach. 

Secondly, The Tree of Life Movie repressed the experiences of Mr. 

O’Brien treat depression and striving disorders. So we can apply in real 

life how we face the problem that comes. First son has big responsibility to 

the other brother. To face the problem, you have to increase self 

confidence.  

Thirdly, the researcher finding about the experiences of Jack 

O’Brien who can apologizes his father violence and then he find better 

future with his family. It is very interesting to investigate because we can 

share to the other people about an important role of family. 

Finally, the writer desires that this research can supply theoritical 

framework of literature and this research can used to reference for students 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Austin,_Texas
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in English Department. The writer hoped this research can be source for 

the next generation scholar. This research can useful.  

The writer uses individual psychological approach to analyze the 

movie. He wants to analyze pleasure feeling in this movie. He also picks 

English that is a major character and object of habit formation. Because 

only English that has a strange act and different by another actresses. 

Individual psychological approach analyzes the psychology of person like 

behaviour, action, and depression. 

The exertion of violence is seen as an individual behaviour, 

respectively dysfunctional behaviour caused directly by unresolved 

individual (traumatic) experiences in life. Domestic violence is seen as but 

one aspect of personality problems and impaired interpersonal 

relationships. Unresolved emotional trauma result in the development of a 

number of survival tactics to avoid negative emotions, including high-risk 

behaviours such as substance abuse, violence and controlling behaviours. 

Therefore, not the violent behaviour but its causes are treated. The 

perpetrator is viewed as an ill person who needs to be healed.This 

approach has developed various perpetrator typologies depending on ICD 

and/or DSMR. The most typical are “anti-social”, “narcistic” and 

borderline personalities. 

Finally, Gilchrist et.al. (2003) link certain types of perpetrators 

with certain violent behaviour: The antisocial/narcistic type in general uses 
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intimidation and coercion as well as psychological violence and male 

privileges. The more antisocial type (47% of cases) shows lack of empathy 

for the victim, behaves more “macho”-like and has already been convicted 

of criminal offences. He “neutralizes” his violent behaviour by minimizing 

it and blaming the victim. The more narcistic type shows a tendency to 

narcisism and paranoia. They do not show overt “macho” behaviour but at 

the same time try to answer the desired way. In Gilchrist’s research, this 

type of perpetrator occurred in 13% of the cases. The borderline/emotional 

dependent type tries more to isolate the partner and threatens to hurt or kill 

her. This type further shows a high degree of interpersonal dependency 

and anger; he suffers from depression and anxiety states and blames others 

for his situation. Further, there is a high probability of the experience of 

physical or sexual abuse in childhood. 28% of the examined perpetrators 

of domestic violence belong to this personality type. Reasons for violent 

behaviour were jealousy, separation and themes around the children. 

  This approach is appropriate to be applicated in The Tree of Life 

Movie. Because its approach is psychology study about traumatic and 

depression experiences. And it is also something that can research with 

individual psychological approach. 

Based on background of the study above, the writer chooses the 

title of this research “Superiority of Fatherhood Reflected in Terrence 
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Malick’s The Tree of Life Movie (2011) : An Individual Psychological 

Approach”. 

 

B. Previous Study 

 The research on The Tree of Life Movie is first being conducted in 

this thesis due to it is last publication that is in 2011. The writer has 

research through local and digital libraries and found none of it. Library 

UGM, UNS, UNDIP, UNNES have reported zero call on the research of 

The Tree of Life Movie. This research is first ever conducted at least in 

UMS. 

C. Problem Statement 

 Related to the title and the background of the study, the problem 

statement as follows: 

 “How is meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in Terrence 

Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011)?” 

D. Limitation of the Study 

 The writer gives limitation of the problem on the major character 

Mr. O’Brien who has superiority, viewed from the individual 

psychological approach. 

E. Objective of the Study 
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1. To analyze meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in Terrence 

Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011) based on its structural 

elements. 

2. To analyze meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in Terrence 

Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011) using an Individual 

Psychological Approach. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The benefits expected from this study as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is projected to give movie contribution and information to 

the larger body of knowledge, particularly in the literary studies. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and experience of the 

writer and other students at UMS or the other universities interested in 

literary studies. 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research, the writer applies qualitative research. The data 

sources are library and literary data. Its purpose is to analyze using 

individual psychological approach. The steps to conduct the research 

as follow: 

1. Determining the type of the study, 

2. Determining the object of the study, 
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3. Determining data and data Source, 

4. Determining technique of data collection, and finally, 

5. Determining technique of data analysis. 

2. Object of the Study 

 The object of the study is Terrence Malick’s The Tree of Life and 

was first premiered in 2011 by primer entertainment studios. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

 There are two types of data, namely primary and secondary data, as 

follows: 

a. Primary Data 

 The primary data source is the movie of The Tree of Life 

produced by Primer Entertainment studios. 

b. Secondary Data 

 The secondary data sources are books or any information 

related to the practice of meaning of superiority of fatherhood that 

supports the individual psychological approach. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The techniques of data collection are as follows: 

a. Watching the movie repeatedly. 

b. Taking notes of important parts both primary and secondary data. 

c. Arranging the data in to several groups based on its theoretical 

category. 



16 
 

 

d. Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant 

analysis. 

e. Drawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. 

 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

 In analyzing the data, the writer applies a descriptive approach. 

The steps taken by the writer in analyzing the data are as follows: 

The first is analyzing the data based on its structural elements. 

Focus will be paid on the structural analysis of the movie. The second 

step is analyzing the data based on individual psychological approach. 

Focus will be paid on the meaning of superiority of fatherhood. 

H. Research Paper Organization 

 This study is divided into six chapters. Chapter I is an introduction 

which includes background of the study, literature review, problem 

statement, limitation of the problem, objective of the study, benefit of the 

study, theoretical approach, research method and paper organization. 

Chapter II is underlying theory of individual psychological approach. 

Chapter III is the structural analysis of the movie by describing character 

and characterization, setting, point of view, plot and theme of the movie. 

Chapter IV presents the Individual Psychological Approach. Chapter V is 

the conclusion and suggestion. 


