
SUPERIORITY OF FATHERHOOD REFLECTED IN TERRENCE 

MALICK’S THE TREE OF LIFE MOVIE (2011):  

AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH 

 

PUBLICATION ARTICLES 

 

 

Submitted as Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements  

for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education  

in English Department 

by 

ASTUTI LISA NURMA YUNITA 

A320090153 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2013 

 



TJN IVERS ITAS M T.JTI4.Mi}IAD IYA+I S URAXARTA

FAKTILTAS KEGI'RUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAT{
Sekre{ariet JL A Yanl Trornol Po: I PabCan, Kartasura, St.rrk rta 57{02 Telp. (027f) 71741? Ert. 188

Surat Persetuiuan Artike! Publikesi Iimiah

Yang bertanda tangan di bawah ini pembimbing skripsi/tugas akhir:

Nama

NiK

Nama

NIK

Nama

NIM

Program Study

Judul Skripsi

: Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrunq S.Pd,Iv{.Ed

:772

: Drs. Abdillah Nugroho, M.I{ilm.

: 589

Telah membaca mencermati naskah artikel publikasi ilmiah- yang merupakan

ringkasan sknpsi (tugas akhtr) dari mahasisrva:

: Astuti Lisa Nurma Yunita

: A32O 090 153

: Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris

: Superiority of Farherhood reflected in Terrence Maiick's
The Tree of L{e movie (2011): An Individual Psychological
Approach

Naskah artikel tersebut layak dan dapat disetujui untuk dipublikasikan.
Demikian persetujuan ini dibuat, semoga dapat dipergunakan seperlunya-

Pembimbing I

Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrurq S.Pd, M.Ed
NIK 722

June 2013

AMillahNugroho, M.Hum
Nri<- s89



UN TVE RSITAS MUHAMMA DIYAH S URAK.{.RTA

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILNIU PENDIDIKAN
SekretariatJL. AYani Tromol Pos 1 Pabelan, Kartasura, Surakarta 57'lO2Telp.(02711 7174'17 Ext. 188

SUR,AT PERNYATAAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH

B i.s m i I I oh in' o h m cm ir r cr lt i i n t

Yang bertarrda tangan dibarvah ini, saya:

Nama

NIM

Fakultas/Progdi

Jeu is

Jr-rdul

ASTUTI LISA NURMA YUNITA

4320 090 | 53

FKIP/PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INCGRIS

JURNAL

SUPEzuORITY OF FATI'IERTIOOD REFLECTED IN
TERRENCE MALICK'S THE TREE OF LIFE MOVIE
(20 I 1): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL
APPROACH

Dengan ini menyatakan bahwa saya menyetr,rjui untr-rk:

1. Mernberikan hak bebeas royalty kepeda perpustakaan UMS atas penulisan kar.va

ilrniah saya, derni pengernbangan ilrnu pengetahuan.

2. Menrberikan hak penyimpanan, mengalih rnecliakan/nrengalih forrnatkan.

nrengelola dalarn bentLrk pangkal data (database), rnendistribLrsikarrnya, serta

mertampilkan dalam bentr,rk softcopy untuk kepentirrgarr akadernis kepada

perpustakaan UMS, tanpa perlu rnernilrta ijin clari sayaselarna tetap rnencaturnkan

narna saya sebagai penulis/pencipta.

3. Bersedia dalarn rnenjantirr uutuk rnenang-qurlg secara pribadi tanpa rnelibatkan

pihak perpustakaan UMS, clari sernua bentuk tututan hukurn yang tirnbul atas

pelanggaran hak cipta dalanr karya ilrniah ini.

Dernikian penryataan ini saya buat dengarr sesunggulrnya dan semoga dapat

d iginakan scbagai selnesti n-va.

JLrrri20l3

atakarr.



SUPERIORITY OF FATHERHOOD REFLECTED IN TERRENCE 

MALICK’S THE TREE OF LIFE MOVIE (2011):  

AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH 
 

 

Astuti Lisa Nurma Yunita  

Dewi Candraningrum 

Abdillah Nugroho 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

ASTUTI LISA NURMA YUNITA. A320 090 153. SUPERIORITY OF 

FATHERHOOD  REFLECTED IN TERRENCE MALICK’S THE TREE 

OF LIFE MOVIE (2011): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

APPROACH. RESEARCH PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY 

OF SURAKARTA. 2013. 

       The major problem of this study is how meaning of superiority of fatherhood 

is reflected in Terrence Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011). The study is 

aimed to analyze the movie based on structural elements and to analyze the movie 

based on the individual psychological approach.  

       The object of this study is The Tree of Life movie by Terrence Malick. This 

study belongs to descriptive qualitative research. There are two types of data 

source. First, the primary data is The Tree of Life movie that was released in 

2011 and the secondary data are books or any information relation to the practice 

of superiority of fatherhood that support an individual psychological approach. 

Both data are collected through library research and analyzed by descriptive 

analysis. 

       Based on the analysis, the researcher draws the following conclusions. First, 

based on the structural analysis of each element, it shows that the character and 

characterization, casting plot, setting, point of view, theme, mise-en-scene, 

cinematography, sound, and editing are related to each other. Second, based on 

the individual psychological analysis, the notion of superiority, basic concept of 

fatherhood, father’s influence on children is reflected in Mr. O’Brien’s life. All of 

them involved in the process of Mr. O’Brien to become fatherhood.  

 

Keywords: Superiority, Fatherhood, The Tree of Life, Individual Psychological 
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A. Introduction 

1. Background of the Study 

 Fatherhood is a complex and often challenging journey that yields 

different experiences for different dads. For those men typically 

described with negative stereotypes or deficiencies, fatherhood and the 

experience of transformation and growth that sometimes accompanies 

it heralds new resources and opportunities to re-engage and reintegrate. 

 Psychology takes human as the main observation. Literary is not 

much different. What is done by literary artist in creating literary work 

is recording the phenomena in human life and they pour it into many 

kinds of literary works. Most of literary works concern in human life. 

They mirror the artist sensitiveness of their environment, their sense of 

life and also their life’s experiences through written, sound or 

movement media. One of literary works, which is often used by artist 

to express their feeling and senses is movies. 

 There are some reasons why the writer conducted this research. 

The first reason is from the character and characterization of The Tree 

of Life Movie Mr. O’Brien and Mrs. O’Brien as parent of Jack who is 

have different way to teach their son. Mr. O’Brien becomes a 

superiority father and it is very interesting to investigate because the 

superiority characteristic is appropriate to analyze by using individual 

psychological approach. Secondly, The Tree of Life Movie repressed 

the experiences of Mr. O’Brien treat depression and striving disorders. 

So we can apply in real life how we face the problem that comes. It is 

very interesting to investigate because we can share to the other people 

about an important role of family. 
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2. Previous Study 

 The research on The Tree of Life Movie is first being conducted in 

this thesis due to it is last publication that is in 2011. The writer has 

research through local and digital libraries and found none of it. 

Library UGM, UNS, UNDIP, UNNES have reported zero call on the 

research of The Tree of Life Movie. This research is first ever 

conducted at least in UMS. 

3. Problem Statement 

 Related to the title and the background of the study, the problem 

statement as follows: 

 “How is meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in Terrence 

Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011)?” 

4. Limitation of the Study 

 The writer gives limitation of the problem on the major character 

Mr. O’Brien who has superiority, viewed from the individual 

psychological approach. 

5. Objective of the Study 

1. To analyze meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in 

Terrence Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011) based on its 

structural elements. 

2. To analyze meaning of superiority of fatherhood reflected in 

Terrence Malick’s The Tree of Life movie (2011) using an 

Individual Psychological Approach. 

6. Benefit of the Study 

 This study has two benefits. First, theoretical benefit. The study is 

projected to give movie contribution and information to the larger 

body of knowledge, particularly in the literary studies. Second, 

practical benefit. The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and 

experience of the researcher and other students at UMS or other 

universities interested in literary studies.  
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7. Underlying Theory 

a. Notion of Individual Psychology  

 According  to  Adler  as  quoted  by  Ryckman  (1985:  95)  

Individual Psychology is a science that attempts to understand the  

experiences  and behavior of each person as an organized entity. 

He believes further that all actions are guided by a person’s 

fundamental attitudes toward life. 

b. Basic Assumptions of Individual Psychology  

 The basic assumption of Individual Psychology can be 

presented in six  general  headings: (1) fiction  finalism. It  deals  

with  individual  goal  of  life,  which  is  unreal  in nature or  as a  

fiction. (2)  inferiority  feeling, considered as a challenge to strive 

for the compensation of inferiority until psychological equilibrium 

is  attained (3) striving for superiority. Each individual is forced by 

drivers to be superior, powerful and  regarded (4) style of life 

refers to the unique ways in which people pursue their goal (5) 

social interest, an attitude of relatedness with humanity in general 

(6) creative power, the  influences  of  heredity  any environment  

toward  a  person  in  overcoming  the  problem  or  life. 

c. Notion of Superiority 

 Superiority is innate, this is not meant in a concrete way, as 

there were a driver which would later in life be capable of bringing 

everything to completion and which  only  needed  to  develop  it. 

Superiority is in Nate the sense that it is a part of life as striving, an 

urge, a something without which life would be unthinkable. Adler  

(in  Hall  and  Lindzey,  1981:  123)  acknowledges  that the  

striving  for  superiority  may  manifest  it  self  in  a  thousand 

different  way,  and  that  each  person  has  his  own  concrete  

mode  of achieving  or  trying  to  achieve  perfection. 
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d. Notion of Fatherhood 

Fathers came to be regarded as merely breadwinners who fulfilled 

their paternal duties by providing. Tweens and teens need the firm 

leadership a father provides. A child performs better in school if 

his father takes an interest in his education. Children have more 

confidence when their fathers spend time with them and show them 

affection. Kids learn from watching their fathers' decisions and 

listening to logical explanations. 

e. The Role of Fatherhood 

 Fathers play a significant role in fostering social-emotional, 

cognitive, language, and motor development in the lives of their 

young children. Research shows that fathers strengthen 

development when they take an active role early and often in the 

lives of their children, even before they are born. Child 

development is part of a complex social system that varies widely 

from family to family (Lamb, 2010: 47). 

f. Father’s Influence on Children 

 The characteristics of individual fathers-such as their 

masculinity, intellect, and even their warmth-are much less 

important, formatively speaking, than are the characteristics of the 

relationships that they have established with their children. 

Children who have secure, supportive, reciprocal, and sensitive 

relationships with their parents are much more likely to be well 

adjusted psychologically than individuals whose relationships with 

their parents-mothers or fathers-are less satisfying. Likewise, the 

amount of time that fathers and children spend together is probably 

much less important than what they do with that time and how 

fathers, mothers, children, and other important people in their lives 

perceive and evaluate the father--child relationship. 
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g. Fathers and Social Policy 

 For more than two decades, scholars have bemoaned the 

extent to which policy makers have ignored fathers when 

developing policies and programs designed to enhance children's 

opportunities (Lamb, 1986: 90). While social (especially family) 

policies remain matricentric in most countries, we can observe 

significant changes in the amount of attention paid to fathers, and 

these changes have profoundly affected the contents of this book. 

h. Structural Elements of the Movie 

1) Narrative Elements 

a) Character and Charcterization 

 Character means the people told in the  story, in 

movies it is  constructed  narrative.  Narrative  of  the  film  

and  television  is balancing  the  character  with  the  

development  of  the  story. According to Douglass and 

Harnden (1996: 96) “the action in dramas in which the 

character’s actions are primarily driven by people  and  

events  that  are  external  to  the  character,  often sacrifice 

characterization for the sake of the story complications and 

speed”.   

b) Plot 

  The term plot is used for describing everything that 

visibly and  audibly  present  in  the  movie  before  us  

(Bordwell  and Thompson, 1990: 57). According to Phillips 

(2005: 258-259) the basic  elements  of  dramatic  structure  

are  consists  of  the beginning  that  is  usually  showing  
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where  and  when  the  storystarts, introduce the characters, 

in how the story will be played, the theme, the problems and 

also the premise. Plot is a linking of the exposition of the 

beginning, the middle and the end.  

1) Exposition of the Beginning  

  A beginning  or  exposition  is  about  one  quarter  

of length in film production. The filmmaker wants to explore 

the story by presenting the hero or heroine and other major 

participants,  the  setting,  the  problem,  and  also  the  

theme (Douglass and Harnder, 1996: 48).  

2) Middle  

  The  middle  of  dramatic  structure  contains  the 

struggle  of  the  hero  or  heroine  to  achieve  the  solution  

of the problem has been defined, discovered or created in the 

beginning (Douglass and Harnder, 1996:50). 

3) End 

  The  end  or  resolution  is  the  last  stage  of  

dramatic structure. The hero and heroine resolve their 

problem in a way  to  satisfactory  to  the  audiences  

(Douglass  and Harnder, 1996: 40-50). 

c) Setting 

 According  to  Phillips  (2005:  16-18)  the  

functions  of setting are for narrating the film, revealing the 

time and place of scene,  reflecting  character,  and  helping  
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to  establish  mood  and meaning.  Thus,  the  setting  is  the  

environment  of  the  movie where the audience can 

recognize the details environment of the movie.  

d) Point of View 

 Point of view refers to the interests, attitudes, and a 

belief associated  with  character’s  group’s  particular  

perspective (Douglass and  Harden, 1996: 31). There are 

two  kinds of point of view. The first is the point of view 

refers to camera shot taken as  if  seen  through  the  eyes  

of  a character  (Douglass  and Harnden,  1996:  31-32). 

e) Theme 

The  theme  allows  us  for  focusing our  attention  on  the  

certain  aspects  of  the  subject  while excluding others 

(Douglass and Hranden, 1996: 3). Theme is the basic  idea  

of  the  story  in  which  the  author  portrays  though 

conflicts of characters with other character or with life 

events. 

2) Technical Elements 

a) Mise-en-Scene 

 Mise-en-scene is the one with which we are most 

familiar. Inoriginal French mise-en-scene (meez-ahn-sen) 

means “staging an action” and it as first applied to the 

practice of directing  plays  (Bordwell  and  Thompson, 

1990: 127). 

1) Set Dressing and Prop 

Briefly, set  dressing and props are combination of 

movie’s properties. Set dressing and props are showing 

the characteristics of the period which the movie take 

place.  
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2) Costumes and Make-up 

 Costume  is  some  clothes  worn  by  actors to  

support  the  quality  of  the  character  in  the  film. 

Costumes  also  reflect  the  period  in  which  the  

movie  is going on and the social position of the 

character. Make up helps the characters present the 

external appearance of the movie.  It  clearly  that  

costumes,  hair,  and  make  up is requiring the constant 

attention. They are  showing  the period in which the 

story takes place. 

3) Lighting 

 Lighting design is fundamental to the photographic 

arts; meanwhile lighting setup is used to produce the 

desired  lighting effects (Douglass and Harnden, 1996: 

136). There are four major features of film lighting: its 

quality, direction, source, and color.  

a) Quality 

 Lighting quality refers to the relative 

intensity of the illumination. “Hard” lighting creates 

clearly defined shadow, whereas “soft” lighting 

creates a diffused illumination. 

b) Source 

 The key light is the primary lighting source 

of the image, providing the dominant illumination 

and casting the dominant shadows. A fill light may 

then be used to “fill in,” to soften or eliminate 
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shadows cast by the key light (Bordwell and 

Thompson, 1990:135). 

c) Color 

 There may be a realistic source in the scene 

to motivate the coloration of the light, as in a 

nightclub where a color wheel plays over musicians 

on a stage. But color can just as unrealistic. By 

using colored light to perform a function usually 

confined to the acting is all the more effective 

because it is so unusual and hence unexpected 

(Bordwell and Thompson, 1990:137).  

d) Direction 

 There are many direction types of lighting. 

First is frontal lighting that can be recognized by its 

tendency to eliminate shadows. Frontal lighting 

produces fairly flat-looking image. Second is 

sidelight that used to sculpt the characters’ features. 

Third is backlighting that has characteristics which 

the illumination of only the edges of the figure. 

Backlighting defines depth by sharply 

distinguishing an object from its background. 

Fourth is under lighting that suggests that the light 

comes from below the subject. Since under lighting 
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tends to distort features, it is often used to create 

dramatic horror effects, but it may also simply 

indicate a realistic light source, such as a fireplace. 

Fifth is top lighting that usually appears along with 

light coming from other directions (Bordwell and 

Thompson, 1990:134).   

b) Cinematography 

 The  moviemaker  also  controls  what  the  

audience  will  call  the cinematographic  qualities  of  the  

shot.  It  consists  of  three features:  Photographic  

Qualities  of  Shot,  Framing  of  Shot,  and Duration of 

Shot.  

1) Photographic Quality of the Shot   

 Cinematography  depends  on  large  extent  on 

photography.  According  to  Bordwell  and  Thompson 

(1990:  156-158),  the  movie  maker  should  control  

all  the visual  qualities  by  manipulating  movie  stock  

and exposure.  Exposure  can  be  controlled  by  

regulating  how much light pass the camera lens, though 

images shot with correct  exposure  can  also  be  

overexposed  in  developing and printing.  

2) Framing of the Shot 

 A frame means  the position from which the object 

in the image is viewed. Frame can be powerfully to the  
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image  by  means  of  the  way  framing  the  position  

the angle, level, height and distance of a vantage point 

into the image. Angle is the position of frame related to 

the image. 

3) Duration of the Shot 

 According  to  Bordwell  and  Thompson  (1990:  

195)  the duration of shot refers to the shot or records of 

one camera to take the whole shot in movie production. 

c) Sound 

 There are three advantages of sound in film 

production: it can  make  our  visual  attention  can  be  

accompanied  by  an  aural attention; sound can actively 

shape how we interpret the image; and  the  second  can  

direct  our  attention  quite  especially  within the image 

(Bordwell and Thompson, 1990: 224). 

d) Editing 

 Editing  in  film  production  is  the  process  of  

selecting  the parts  of  shooting  that  are  good  and  that  

serve  the  needs  of  the film and eventually discarding the 

rest.  

Continuity editing can be developed into several parts:  

1) Axis of action or the 180’ line consists of person 

walking, two  people  conversing, a car racing a long a 

road is assumed to project  along a discernible and 

predictable line (Bordwell and Thompson, 1990: 218). 
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2) Establishing shot is delineating the overall space of the 

office: the door, the intervening area, and  the desk 

(Bordwell and Thompson, 1990: 221).  

3) A reverse  shot is simply a shot of the opposite end of 

the axis of action  and the eye-line match is the 

expressionless actors seem to  looking at whatever is in 

the next shot. 

4) Reestablishing shot is one of the most common patterns 

of development  of  space  in  the  classical  continuity  

style. Match on action is a figure starts to stand up and it 

is very powerful device (Bordwell and Thompson, 

1990: 222). 

5) Match on action is a tactic for ensuring spatial 

continuity (Bordwell and Thompson, 1990: 223). 

6) Cross  cutting  is an unrestricted  knowledge  of  causal, 

temporal,  or  spatial  information  by  alternating  shots  

from one line of action in one place with shots of other 

events in other  places  (Bordwell  and  Thompson, 

1990: 228). 

e) Casting 

 Casting is one of the movie elements in which it is a 

process of selecting actors, dancers, and others, so those 

actors can from breathtaking performance because of their 

acting. 
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B. Research Method 

1. Type of Study 

 In this study the researcher applies qualitative research that has two 

data source, namely library and literary data. Its purpose is to analyze 

using Individual psychological approach.  

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is Terrence Malick’s The Tree of Life and was 

first premiered in 2011 by primer entertainment studios. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

 There are two types of data, namely primary and secondary data. 

The primary data source is the movie of The Tree of Life from Primer 

Entertainment studios. The secondary data sources are books or any 

information relation to the practice of woman leadership that support 

the individual psychological approach. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

 There are five techniques of data collection. First, watching the 

movie repeatedly. Second, taking notes of important parts both 

primary and secondary data. Third, arranging the data into several 

groups based on its theoretical category. Fourth, selecting particular 

parts considered important and relevant for analysis. The last, drawing 

conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion.  

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

 In analyzing the data, the writer applies a descriptive approach. 

The steps taken by the writer in analyzing the data are as follows: The 

first is analyzing the data based on its structural elements. Focus will 

be paid on the structural analysis of the movie. The second step is 

analyzing the data based on individual psychological approach. Focus 

will be paid on the meaning of superiority of fatherhood. 
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C. Research Finding And Discussion 

There are some points that should be analyzed from The Tree of Life 

movie: 

1. Structural Elements of  The Tree of Live  

There are two elements of the movie: 

a. Narrative Elements 

1) Character and Characterization 

Major Characters 

(1)  Mr. O’Brien (Brad Pitt) 

 

 O’Brien is a patriarch in his family. Physically, Mr. 

O’Brien is adult man. He has brown hair, tall, handsome, and 

brave. His appearance is always neat. He wears western shirt 

and trousers. He spends his time in the free time by playing 

piano. 

  

Mr.O’Brien : You’re gonna stand there, and you’re gonna 

close his door quietly so times count it out. 

Narrator      :    Three, four, five, six, seven, eight.. 

Mr.O’Brien :  You can’t just yank off the top. You gotta get 

it by the root. Your mother’s naive. It takes 

fierce will to get ahead in this world. If you’re 

good, people take advantage of you. Everyone 

of these top executives. You know how they 

got where they are? Floated right down the 

middle of the river. Don’t let anyone tell you 

there’s anything you can’t do. 

 

     

 (The Tree of Life Script/D1/00:59:48) 
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(2) Old Jack (Sean Penn) 

 

  Jack is the first children of Mr. O’Brien and Mrs. O’Brien. 

He works in the company as an architect in Texas, and almost in 

daily he spend his time to work. Jack was married, but he didn’t 

have children. 

Jack: When you're young,it's all about your career. You don't     

understand anything. I just feel like I'm bumping   into 

walls. 

Hey, Dad. I'm sorry I said what I said. L...  

Yeah. Yeah, I think about him every day. 

I just shouldn't have said what I did, 

and I'm sorry.  

 

(The Tree of Life Script/D1/00:14:33) 

 

(3) Mrs. O’Brien (Jessica  Chastain)  

 

  Mrs. O’Brien is a woman who has a good behavior. 

She subjugates her life to her family. Keep her husband 

children. Physically, Mrs. O’Brien is a beautiful woman. She 

is tall with brown hair and white skin.  

    

Mrs. O’Brien: Sweetheart. I know. No!  

                                                         No. You'll be grown before that tree is tall. 

Children        : Who do you love the most? 
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Mrs. O’Brien : I love you all three the same. 

Children        : Tell us a story from before we can remember 

Mrs. O’Brien: Went for a ride in a plane once. It was a graduation present 

 

(The Tree of Life Script/D1/00:53:18)  
b) Minor Characters 

(1) Young Jack (Hunter McCracken) 

 

 Jack is the first children. Physically, he is handsome 

boy with tall body, white skin, and gentle. 

 Mr. O'Brien: You are not to call me "Dad". You will 

only call me "Father".  

Young Jack: But...  

Mr. O'Brien: Don't interrupt!  

Young Jack: But you do...  

Mr. O'Brien: Don't interrupt!  

Young Jack: It's your house. You can kick me out 

whenever you want to. You'd like    to kill me 

wouldn't you. 

    (The Tree of Life Script/D2/00:10:55) 

 

 

  Mentally, he didn’t like with his father’s role. He 

always follows what his father said. He looked afraid with 

his father.  

(2) R.L (Laramie Applear) 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000093/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4447472/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000093/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4447472/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000093/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm4447472/
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  R. L is the second children of Mr. and Mrs. 

O’Brien. He is an active boy. Usually he spends his time to 

play with his brother and his friends in the house yard. R. L 

died at 19 years old. The cause of R. L death is not told in 

this movie.  

Mr. O’Brien: Are you afraid? Come here. 

R. L: okay 

Mr. o’Brien: You see this line? Let's not 

cross it. 

Do you understand? 

R. L: Yes dad, I see. 

Mr. O’Brien: Okay. Now, come back here. 

Come on back. 

 

(The Tree of Life Script/D2/00:45:29) 

 

  Morally, he is a kind person. Although sometime he 

strives for the father said. It is a natural thing. 

(3) Steve (Tye Sheridan) 

   Steve is taciturn than his brother. In this movie he  

  is unexposed, so no more can be explained.   

(4) Jack’s Wife (Joanna Going)  

 

  Jack’s wife is a career woman. In the daily, she has 

habit to wipe off flower. Physically, Jack’s wife is a 

beautiful woman. In this movie, names of Jack’s wife is not 

explained clearly. 
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2) Setting 

a) Setting of Time 

 The time of The Tree of Life explained in serially. First, it 

describes the process of universe. There are planet, earth, fire, 

water etc. Then the animals come to the story, like dinosaurs. 

The all elements are used to describe the process of universe in 

generally. 

b) Setting of Place 

  The movie takes some places that almost important. There 

are in the church, Jack’s house, in Texas, and Mr. O’Brien 

house. Church usually used by Mr. O’Brien and family to pray. 

They went to the church together by his car. Then Jack’s house 

is the place where Jack remembers his mind when he was child. 

Then in Texas, is the place where Jack gets inspiration for his 

job. And the last is Mr. O’Brien’s house, is the place to spend 

the time together between Mr. O’Brien and his family.  

3) Plot 

a) Exposition of the Beginning 

 The beginning of the movie presents the setting of time and 

place of movie.  

 In the 1950s in Waco, Texas, a man (O’Brien) tries to earn 

the life for his pretty wife (Mrs. O’Brien) and three sons.  

b) The Middle 

 Jack's perceptions of the world changed after one of his 

friends drowns at the pool and another of his friends is burned 

in a house fire. He becomes angry at his father for his bullying 

behavior and begins to keep a running tally of Mr. O'Brien's 

various hypocrisies and misdeeds while lashing out at his 

mother for allowing the behavior. 
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c) The End or Conclusion 

 In the present, adult Jack leaves work. Riding the elevator 

down, he experiences a vision of following his young self 

across rocky terrain, in the far distant future in which the sun 

expands into a red giant engulfing the earth and then shrinks 

into a feeble white dwarf. 

4) Point of View 

   In The Tree of Life movie, the point of view belonging to 

the third person. In the beginning dialogue the narrator as the 

participant. 

5) Theme 

 Theme in The Tree of Life movie is”The meaning of life is 

a process in questioning the existence of faith.”  

2. Technical Elements 

a. Mise- en- Scene 

1) Set Dressing and Prop 

 Here, set dressing and prop are things that are used by the 

actor to make the movie more attractive.  

2) Costumes and Make-Up 

       Costumes and make-up in The Tree of Life movie is a 

natural. There is no glamour make up for actor and actress due 

to the story in 1950s. The make-up is more natural but still has 

good looking.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red_giant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_dwarf
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 Mr. O’Brien’s Family Costumes and Make-Up Appearance  

3) Lighting 

 When the scene is taken in the outdoor, the director uses a 

natural light like white sunlight. And when the scene in the 

indoor, the director uses the soft yellow of incandescent interior 

lamps. The light takes from sun, lamp, fire.  

   

Mrs. O’Brien (Outdoor Scene)   Lamps (Indoor Scene) 

  

Birds in the Sky (Outdoor Scene)  Firework (Outdoor Scene) 

 

Dinner (Indoor Scene) 
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b. Cinematography 

1) Framing of the Shot   

 Framing is giving bound area of setting in which it is 

caught in a shooting process by camera lens. In creating  good  

framing,  framing  position  of  angle,  level, height,  and  

distance  should  be  given  attention.  From  all aspect, the 

viewer can be easy to understand the story and catch the 

meaning of the story.  

2) Duration of the Shot  

 The duration of The Tree of Life movie is around 110 

minutes or 1 hour 50 minutes. So, it is good for the viewers to 

enjoy the movie. 

c. Sound 

 Sound  in  the  cinema  takes  four  forms:  spoken  word 

(dialogues,  monologues,  and  narration),  sound  effects  (sound 

made  by  object,  by  people,  or  ambient  sound),  

music(instrumental,  vocals,  or  combinations),  and  silence  

(Phillips, 2005:  163).  

d. Editing 

  In The Tree of Life movie, Terrence Malick used continuity 

editing that developed in some parts: 

1) Axis of action or the 180’ line. It can be seen when Mr. O’brien 

talks to his son. 

 

 Axis of Action 
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2) Establishing shot is delineating the overall space of the office: 

the door, the intervening area, and  the desk (Bordwell and 

Thompson, 1990: 221). It can be seen that this picture describe 

in a room that consists of Mr. O’Brien, Jack, piano, lamp, a 

book. 

 

Establishing Shot Appearance 

3) A reverse  shot is simply a shot of the opposite end of the axis 

of action  and the eye-line match is the expressionless actors 

seem to  looking at whatever is in the next shot. It can be seen 

when Mrs. O’Brien talks to his neighbor about R. L’s death. 

 

A Reverse Shot Appearance 

4) Reestablishing shot is one of the most common patterns of 

development  of  space  in  the  classical  continuity  style. It is 

describe old Jack in the office. He sits down, then stand up 

looks confuse, and back sit down with think about something. 
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Reestablishing Shot Appearance 

5) Match on action is a tactic for ensuring spatial continuity 

(Bordwell and Thompson, 1990: 223). It is describe that young 

Jack says good bight to his father, then he gives kisses to his 

father. 

  

Match on Action Appearance 

6) Cross  cutting  is an unrestricted  knowledge  of  causal, 

temporal,  or  spatial  information  by  alternating  shots  from 

one line of action in one place. It is describe the teaching 

learning process. When the girl serious in study, in the other 

side Steve makes a game using his paper. 
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Cross Cutting Appearance 

e. Casting 

 The following are character in The Tree of Life movie: Brad 

Pitt as Mr. O'Brien, Sean Penn as Jack, Jessica Chastain as Mrs. 

O'Brien, Hunter McCracken as Young Jack, Laramie Eppler as 

R.L., Tye Sheridan as Steve, Kari Matchett as Jack's Ex, Joanna 

Going as Jack's Wife, Michael Showers as Mr. Brown, Kimberly 

Whalen as Mrs. Brown, Jackson Hurst as Uncle Roy, Fiona Shaw 

as Grandmother, Crystal Mantecon as Elisa, Tamara Jolaine as 

Mrs. Stone, Dustin Allen as George Walsh. 

2. Individual Psychological Analysis 

a. Fiction Finalism 

 Final goal that is reflected on major character in The Tree of Life 

movie is when Mr. O’Brien talks to Jack that he is everything for Mr. 

O’Brien. He was nothing without him. Mr. O’Brien wants Jack to be 

strong man.  

b. Inferiority Feeling 

 Inferiority feeling of Mr. O’Brien can be seen when he gets 

pessimist feeling that he cannot continue his life later and reach his 

hope to make his child stronger and become a boss for their own life.  

c. Striving for Superiority 

 Mr. O’Brien has good superiority. It can be seen when he went to 

all around the world to have business partner in around the world. He 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brad_Pitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brad_Pitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brad_Pitt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sean_Penn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jessica_Chastain
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hunter_McCracken&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Laramie_Eppler&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tye_Sheridan&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kari_Matchett
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna_Going
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna_Going
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joanna_Going
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michael_Showers_%28actor%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kimberly_Whalen&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kimberly_Whalen&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Kimberly_Whalen&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackson_Hurst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiona_Shaw
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Crystal_Mantecon&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tamara_Jolaine&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Dustin_Allen&action=edit&redlink=1
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went to China, Germany and soon. It can be motivated to the children, 

that he should be a great man like his father.  

d. Style of Life 

 Style of life from Mr. O’Brien is a religion. He always lead the 

pray before eat together. Usually it happened in the dining room, 

because his family seldom consumes food in restaurant. Mr. O’Brien 

always teaches his family to pray before eat. Like statement above, he 

said that bless the food that they use and to loving God faithful. It also 

indicates that Mr. O’Brien is a religion man beside his vicious man. 

e. Social Interest 

 Mr. O’Brien has social interest to the music. He wants to be a great 

musician. Usually, he plays piano to spend his free time in the house. 

He told to Jack, never say can in this world. It takes fierce will to get 

ahead in this world. If you're good, people take advantage of you. 

Every one of these top executives. 

f. Creative Power 

 Mr. O’Brien has creative power from his friend that is Frank 

Johnson. He got influence about how to be a great man. Mr. O’Brien 

back to home.  

B. Conclusion 

After analyzing the movie, the researcher draws some conclusion. 

Based on the analysis, the researcher draws the following conclusions. 

First, based on the structural analysis of each element, it shows that the 

character and characterization, casting plot, setting, point of view, theme, 

mise-en-scene, cinematography, sound, and editing are related to each 

other. Second, based on the individual psychological analysis, the notion 

of superiority, basic concept of fatherhood, father’s influence on children 

is reflected in Mr. O’Brien’s life. All of them involved in the process of 

Mr. O’Brien to become fatherhood. 

 According to the researcher, The Tree of Life movie can be applied 

in the human life. The viewers can take knowledge, experience, and 
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also moral value from the story. The Tree of Life discuss about 

religion and how to teach children, especially for Christians that 

explain the process of universe till the death of human. The story of 

this movie teaches the human to believe with the existence of God, the 

meaning of life is a process in questioning the existence of faith. The 

Lord is the creator of the cosmos. As human life in the cosmos, it 

should be believed that the body of human and the entire of creature 

are created by the Lord. Life is a process in questioning the existence 

of faith. Believe to the faith. 
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