
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is a primary communication tool in life. Language plays an 

important role as a means of communication and interaction with the 

environment. Language is not just words that can be expressed directly, but also 

through an interpretation or translation of the thing itself indirectly. For example, 

reading a picture,  we have to search the background and context of the pictures to 

interpret in order to put forward the concept or idea more clearly, and what is the 

meaning of the image, for example in the form of cartoons satire or criticism that 

usually appear in newspapers or other mass media. Reading the signs emphasize 

the power of the human mind to grab the issues behind the images. Meaning is 

more demanding the human abilities such as sensory abilities, the power thought, 

and their intellect. 

So that, in researching the message contained in the source document or 

message contained in the print or electronic media and even other media such as 

images, we need a separate method known as semiotic analysis. This analysis is 

intended to understand the meaning of the signs that exist, such as those in the 

media and others. 
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Semiotics has become a very important field of study in the discipline of 

communication, because it is part of the language of semiotics. The concept of 

semiotics can be used successfully in the analysis of non-fiction texts, advertising, 

political texts, or symbolic icons. The icon serves primarily in support of the 

linguistic message, for example in the photographs, or images ads films, even a 

cartoon in the newspaper or print media. People are always more interested in 

things that are negative, such as the issues of being warmly discussed, moreover it 

can be packaged as attractive as possible to attract readers like funny cartoons. 

Cartoons itself is a drawing depicting a humorous situation, often 

accompanied by a caption. According to Nugroho, he said that: 

Cartoon is an image that is reprensentasi and symbolic, 
containing elements of satire, jokes, or humor. Cartoons usually 
appears in periodic publications, and most often highlighting 
political issue or public issue. But social problems are also 
sometimes targeted, for example by raising people's living habits, 
sporting events, or about one's personality. In other words, the 
cartoon is a visual metaphor of expression and interpretation of 
the results of the socio-political environment faced by artist 
author.  

 

 Form of the iconic image is read through a variety of signs that appear to 

interpret the meaning of the image according to the context of events, usually a 

cartoon in the newspaper used to criticize or satirize. Cartoon satire is usually 

used in context and political themes, is used to satirize official or important people 

in the world, This is usually packaged in the form of certain symbols and funny 

writings that aim to avoid offending the person in question, but rather a public 
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opinion to describe situations that are warm but with the purpose of entertaining 

and sarcastic. 

 In political cartoons, often some of the famous figures associated with the 

theme raged that occur in the community. Caricature can just pop in a piece for 

the editorial cartoon showing a character quipped, for example: 

 

 

A cartoon above taken from Jakarta Post  newspaper date Monday 

January 16, 2012 above is involving three components, a rat in a suit holding a 

briefcase containing the money in the right hand, and bears a sword on the left, 

then a flip-flops labeled reform with a sword, and a pair of scales labeled KPK.  
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 By using Barthes’s theory of denotative and connotative sign, 

denotatively, there is a rat in a suit and have a lot of money that is being fought 

with a flip-flops bearing the reforms that are fighting with the sword on the scales 

labeled KPK. Connotatively, a rat coat and carrying a lot of money symbolize of a 

corrupt state officials, while a flip-flops bearing the reforms symbolize ordinary 

people who fight against corruption, in terms of defending their rights and 

demand justice and fairness on the KPK (Corruption Eradication Commission) 

should act fairly in combating corrupt.  

 Unfortunately the representation of the cartoon is not always so simple, 

with the addition of any utterance. The used of symbol to represent society 

phenomena seems having no relation with the reality at all. To know the objective 

of using the symbol and its relation with the real phenomena happened, the use of 

semiotic theory is necessary, because semiotic is the science of sign as part of 

social life (Chandler, 2002:6-7). The concept of semiotic is used to figure out the 

relation of non language sign in the cartoon which support the construction of the 

discourse.  

 As the explanation above, the writer is interested to analyze the satirical 

cartoon using semiotic approach. Therefore, the writer encourages herself to give 

her research paper with take entitle: A Semiotic Analysis of Satirical Cartoon in 

the Jakarta Post Newspaper Published in December 2012 - February 2013. 
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B. Previous Study 

The research is not the first which conducts the study of semiotics. There 

are also some researchers who conducted the study of semiotic in different needs 

of the purpose. The first research is Wijayanti (UMS, 2010), A Semiotic Analysis 

of Hollywood Movie Logos, This study has two objectives, identifying the 

meaning of Hollywood movie logos and describing the way Hollywood movie 

logos lead to the identity of the movie they represent. This research belongs to the 

category of qualitative research. The methods used to collect the data are 

observation and documentation. The result of the analysis shows that (1) there are 

seven meanings of Hollywood movie logos; representation of action, 

representation of event, representation of person, representation of place, 

representation of plot, representation of theme, and representation of thing, and 

(2) the logos lead to the movie identity through the visualization of the superior 

party’s feature, visualization of the main character’s feature, visualization of 

weapon, visualization of threat, concealment of sacred number, concealment of 

sacred number and symbol, placement of sacred symbols, placement of sacred 

symbol and concealment of sacred number, diction of the title, diction of title and 

concealment of sacred symbol, concealment of sacred symbol, and concealment 

of threat.  

The second research is Fitriani (UMS, 2010), A Semiotic Analysis of Logo 

Used in Automobile. . The research aims  to describe the type of the logos used in 

automobile, and to describe the meanings of logos used in automobile. In this 
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research the writer employs the qualitative method. The methods of data 

collection are library research and technique of data collection is descriptive 

technique. , the result of this study shows that the logos used in automobile have 

several types and meanings. Types of logos are classified into symbol and icon. 

The meanings are to: (1) show relation with its logo, (2) show the relationship 

between the enterprises with the customers, (3) show the quality of the 

automobile, (4) show the place of the enterprise, and (5) show the spirit of the 

owner of the enterprise. 

The similarity of the research between two previous studies above and the 

writer research is same use a semiotic approach to analyze the research.  The 

differences between two previous studies and the writer’s paper are, the first 

previous study is to analyze the meaning of Hollywood movie logo, and the 

second previous study is to analyze the meanings of logos used in automobile, 

while different from those research above, the writer will be analyze the meaning 

of satirical cartoon as the subject of the study through semiotic approach. 

C. Problem Statement 

 Based on phenomena mentioned on the background of the study, the writer 

formulates the following problems are: 

1. What are the meanings of satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post 

Newspaper published in December 2012 - February 2013? 

2. What are the reasons of using the satirical cartoon? 
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D. Objectives of the Study 

 Based on the problems above, the writer formulates the objectives of the 

study as follow: 

1. To describe the meaning of satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post 

Newspaper published in December 2012 - February 2013. 

2. To clarify the reasons of using the satirical cartoon. 

E. Benefit of the Study 

 The writer hopes that this research will have some benefits for the readers. 

By reading this research, the reader can get some advantages as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This research is expected to be useful for provide insight to readers in 

particular and in general about the semiotic analysis, especially to 

understand the meaning of satirical cartoon in Jakarta Post 

Newspaper. And also it can give contribution in developing the 

semiotics study.  
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2. Practical Benefit 

a. Lecturers 

It can give additional reference in study of teaching linguistics. In 

addition it can be used as further references study about linguistics, 

in particular the language of signs.  

a. Other researcher 

This research can be used as a stimulus to conduct further research 

related to this research in more details or from other point of view, 

especially for those who are interested in the study of semiotics. 

F. Research Paper Organization 

Research paper organization explains sub part of its chapter. It is divided 

into five chapters. This order is as follows: 

 Chapter I is introduction which includes the background of the study, 

previous study, problem statement, objective of the study, benefit of the study and 

research paper organization. 

Chapter II is underlying theory which contain the notion of semiotics, than 

notion of cartoon, notion of satirical cartoon, and last understanding meaning of 

the use of Satirical Cartoon 
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Chapter III deals with research method which elaborates into 5 point, 

namely type of research, object of the research, data and data source, technique of 

collecting data, and technique of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is about research finding and discussion. This chapter focuses 

on data analysis containing the meanings of satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post 

Newspaper published in December 2012-February 2013, the reason using the 

satirical cartoon, and the discussion. 

Chapter V is dealing with conclusion and suggestion. This chapter deals 

with the conclusion taken from the finding data analysis, and last is suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




