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Our daily life aspects are full of signs including icon, index, and symbol. 
The aims of this research are to describe the meanings and the reasons of 
satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post Newspaper published in December 2012 - 
February 2013. The theories used are the Saussure’s theories and the Barthes’ 
theories. Saussure emphasized his theory in analyzing the sign using the signifier 
and signified criteria. Then, Barthes emphasized his theory on the denotative and 
connotative levels and the relation with myth. 

 
The type of this research is qualitative interpretative type. In collecting the 

data, the writer applied the documentation and observation methods. The several 
steps are done to analyze the data. In analyzing the meaning, the steps are: 
analyzing the signifier, analyzing the signified. In analyzing the reasons, the steps 
are: analyzing the denotation level, analyzing the connotation level, and 
analyzing the relation with the myth. 
 
 The results of this study show the variety of the meanings and the reasons 
of the satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post Newspaper published in December 
2012 - February 2013. 1) The meaning are: a) the meaning is referred to the 
political issues, b) the meaning is referred to the social issues, c) the meaning is 
referred to the corruption issues, and d) the meaning is referred to the human 
right issues. 2) The reason are: a) the satirical cartoon is used based on the party 
symbol, b) the satirical cartoon is used based on the political terminology, c) the 
satirical cartoon is used based on official  symbol, d) the satirical cartoon is used 
based on the general assumtion in the society, and e) the satirical cartoon is used 
based on its function in the daily life. 
 
Key words: Semiotics and caricature. 
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A. INTRODUCTION  

Language is a primary communication tool in life. Language plays an 

important role as a means of communication and interaction with the 

environment. Language is not just words that can be expressed directly, but also 

through an interpretation or translation of the thing itself indirectly. For example, 

reading a picture,  we have to search the background and context of the pictures to 

interpret in order to put forward the concept or idea more clearly, and what is the 

meaning of the image, for example in the form of cartoons satire or criticism that 

usually appear in newspapers or other mass media. Reading the signs emphasize 

the power of the human mind to grab the issues behind the images. Meaning is 

more demanding the human abilities such as sensory abilities, the power thought, 

and their intellect. 

Semiotics has become a very important field of study in the discipline of 

communication, because it is part of the language of semiotics. The concept of 

semiotics can be used successfully in the analysis of non-fiction texts, advertising, 

political texts, or symbolic icons. The icon serves primarily in support of the 

linguistic message, for example in the photographs, or images ads films, even a 

cartoon in the newspaper or print media. People are always more interested in 

things that are negative, such as the issues of being warmly discussed, moreover it 

can be packaged as attractive as possible to attract readers like funny cartoons. 

Cartoons itself is a drawing depicting a humorous situation, often 

accompanied by a caption. According to Nugroho, he said that: 

Cartoon is an image that is reprensentasi and symbolic, 
containing elements of satire, jokes, or humor. Cartoons usually 
appears in periodic publications, and most often highlighting 
political issue or public issue. But social problems are also 
sometimes targeted, for example by raising people's living habits, 
sporting events, or about one's personality. In other words, the 
cartoon is a visual metaphor of expression and interpretation of 
the results of the socio-political environment faced by artist 
author. 
 

 Form of the iconic image is read through a variety of signs that appear to 
interpret the meaning of the image according to the context of events, usually a 
cartoon in the newspaper used to criticize or satirize. Cartoon satire is usually 
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used in context and political themes, is used to satirize official or important people 
in the world, This is usually packaged in the form of certain symbols and funny 
writings that aim to avoid offending the person in question, but rather a public 
opinion to describe situations that are warm but with the purpose of entertaining 
and sarcastic. 

 
 In political cartoons, often some of the famous figures associated with the 

theme raged that occur in the community. Caricature can just pop in a piece for 

the editorial cartoon showing a character quipped, for example: 

 

               

A cartoon above taken from Jakarta Post  newspaper date Monday 

January 16, 2012 above is involving three components, a rat in a suit holding a 

briefcase containing the money in the right hand, and bears a sword on the left, 

then a flip-flops labeled reform with a sword, and a pair of scales labeled KPK. 

 By using Barthes’s theory of denotative and connotative sign, 

denotatively, there is a rat in a suit and have a lot of money that is being fought 

with a flip-flops bearing the reforms that are fighting with the sword on the scales 

labeled KPK. Connotatively, a rat coat and carrying a lot of money symbolize of a 

corrupt state officials, while a flip-flops bearing the reforms symbolize ordinary 

people who fight against corruption, in terms of defending their rights and 

demand justice and fairness on the KPK (Corruption Eradication Commission) 

should act fairly in combating corrupt.  
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 Based on phenomena background, the problems of the study are follows: 

(1) What are the meanings of satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post Newspaper 

published in December 2012 - February 2013?, (2)What are the reasons of using 

the satirical cartoon? 

B. RESEARCH METHOD 

The type of the research of this study is interpretative qualitative research. 

The method focuses on sign and text as the object of the study as well as on how 

the researcher interprets and understands the decoding beyond the sign and the 

text (Pilliang, 2003:270).  This research is interpretative qualitative research 

because it interprets the meaning and the reason of satirical cartoon especially in 

the Jakarta Post Newspaper published in December 2012-February 2013. 

The object of the research is the picture of satirical cartoon in the Jakarta 

Post Newspaper published in December 2012-February 2013. The data of this 

study uses library data, which are classified into two categories: (1) Data, the data 

of the research are the pictures of satirical cartoon from Jakarta Post published in 

December 2012-February 2013, (2) Data Source, the data source of this research 

is the Jakarta Post newspapers published in December 2012-February 2013. 

The technique of the data analysis is interpretative. It means that the writer 

interprets the picture and the text to get the needed data. It is conducted as the 

following procedure that is analyzing the meaning of the picture of satirical 

cartoon by considering the signifier and signified (Saussure’s theories) and 

analyzing the reasons of the pictures of satirical cartoon used by Denotative and 

Connotative level and the relations with myth (Barthes’s theories). 

C. DISCUSSION OF THE FINDING  

In the analyzes the data, the writer gives one example of the meaning and 

the reason of the satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post pubished in December 2012 

– January 2013. 
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a. Meaning 

1) Signifier 

The picture above shows that there is someone wearing coat with Eagle 

symbol who says " I'M PROUD FOR NOT  USING THE SUBZIDIZED 

FUEL!". A winged tin is inscribed with “FUEL RICE”. A case with word 

“SUBSIDY” is scored out. A farmer rides a buffalo with utterance of “SO 

DO I”! 

2) Signified 

Someone wearing coat has Eagle symbol shows that he says " I'M 

PROUD FOR NOT  USING THE SUBZIDIZED FUEL!". It means that 

an official is proud of not using the subsidized rice. A farmer riding 

buffalo as a symbol of an ordinary person says “SO DO I!”. It means that 

he thinks whether or not ordinary person can also get subsidized rice. 

b. Reason 

1) Denotation  

The picture above shows that there is someone wearing coat with Eagle 

symbol who says " I'M PROUD FOR NOT  USING THE SUBZIDIZED 

FUEL!". A winged tin is inscribed with “FUEL RICE”. A case with word 
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“SUBSIDY” is scored out. A farmer rides a buffalo with utterance of “SO 

DO I”! 

2) Connotation 

The form of that satirical cartoon above describes the lay men’s opinion, 

whether they can also use unsubsidized rice from government, whereas 

the officials of state, of course, can use the unsubsidized rice, because 

they are rich and different from lay men. 

3) Myth  

A winged tin describes the freedom. It means that only the wealthy people 

who are capable to buy  unsubsidized rice. Subsidized rice should be 

given equally. As the lay men, they are not able to use the rice subsidized, 

because they are not as rich as the officials who are able to use 

unsubsidized rice. A farmer riding buffalo represents the ordinary people 

overall. The coat has function as a formal clothes. It is symbol of the 

member of parliament who usually wears it. 

D. CONCLUSION 

Having analyzed the data, the writer found the variations meaning and 

reason of the satirical cartoon in Jakarta Post newspapers published in December 

2012-February 2013. The variaties as follows: 

The writer analyzes the reference of the meaning by using theory of 

signifier and signified. On the level signifier, the picture refers to to denotative 

meaning. On the level of signified, which illustrate the concept of the picture, 

most of them refers to the connotative meaning. From the 29 data, the writer 

found that the meaning of satirical cartoons are 12 or 41, 38%  referring to the 

political issues, 8 or 27, 59% reffering to the social issues, 7 or 24, 14% reffering 

to the corruption issues, and 2 or 6, 89% reffering to the human right issues. 

There are many reasons of using the satirical cartoons in the Jakarta Post 

espesially published in December 2012 until February 2013. From 29 Data there 

are 7 0r 24, 14% the satirical cartoon is used based on the party symbol, 7 0r 24, 

14% the satirical cartoon is used based on the political terminology, 20, 69% the 

satirical cartoon is used based on its function in the daily life, 13, 79% the satirical 
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cartoon is used based on the general assumtion in the society, and 17, 24% the 

satirical cartoon is used based on official  symbol. 

Based on the result of the data analysis and the precentages, the writer 

finds that the satirical cartoon in the Jakarta Post published in December 2012– 

January 2013 many discuss about political issues of Democrat Party. 
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