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CHAPTER V 

SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

This chapter deals with sociological analysis. This analysis tries to explore the 

relationship between The Casual Vacancy novel and the social background. This 

chapter consists of seven major points: social, cultural, politics, economics, religious, 

science and technology and the last point is discussion. 

A. Sociological Analysis 

1. Social Aspect 

J.K. Rowling shows clear social aspects in this novel. These aspects 

are containing social structure, social mobility and social relation. The 

social structure of English society is divided into four classes. They are 

underclass, working class, middle class, and upper class. 

The social structure contributes the characters in The Casual 

Vacancy novel. They are immigrant and emigrant. Immigrant is related to 

colored people and emigrant related to White people. White people are the 

majority in English society while colored people are minority. White 

people are identically with the upper class while colored people belong to 

working class or underclass. In The Casual Vacancy novel, Howard is the 

representation of white people who always proud with his status. He is an 

honorable Parish council member and the pioneer of purification 

movement in Pagford. The white is identical with the person who has 
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great economic condition. While Middle class is described as professional 

classes such as accountants, architects, doctors, solicitors, teachers, social 

workers, managers, specialist IT workers, business people, engineers, or 

civil servant. In this novel, Parminder Jawanda is an immigrant from 

India. So she is not white people. But although she belongs to minority 

class, she is working as a doctor. Doctor in the social structure of English 

society belongs to middle class. Parminder is a portrayal of anomaly class 

in the English society particularly in Parford. Other anomaly is also 

represented by Krystal family. She is original English and has white skin. 

But she belongs to underclass because she lives in slum area and her 

parent does not have a job. Here is the proof that there is still racist people 

in Pagford. 

“I’m a Pagford man,” he would tell summertime tourist, “born and bred.” 
In so saying, he was giving himself a profound compliment disguised as 
a commonplace. 
(TCV, 2012: 61) 
 
Gaia muttered, “It’s so frigging white here, isn’t it?” 
Sukvinder heard herself saying “yeah” before she had fully considered 
the question. Gaia was still talking, but Sukhvinder was only half 
listening. “So frigging white.” She supposed that it was. 
(TCV, 2012: 301) 
 
The social structure also contributes the setting of place in this 

movie. Howard and Parminder live in Pagford, known as elite area, while 

Krystal and her family live in Fields, known as slum area. Pagford is 
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described as beautiful city that has beautiful scenery and the people are 

rich, while Fields is a centre of criminals, drug addicts and unemployment. 

Social status also contributes in the plot of the story. This novel 

reflects the life of ethnic minority. Ethnic minorities are often relegated to 

subordinate status and get discrimination in some aspects of life such as 

delivering aspirations, showing competency, gaining education or 

knowledge. For examples in this novel, the aspect of delivering aspirations 

is really shown. Parminder Jawanda is a doctor and a member of Parish 

council but she does not have freedom to deliver her aspiration because 

she is not White. She is Indian ethnic. In Pagford community there is still 

discrimination and most of the people are racist. Colored people always 

get underestimation from white people in every side of life. It is 

represented when Parminder has idea to build Pagford to be a better town 

but her idea was refused by most of white people. 

“Until Sunday evening, it had comprised sixteen local men and women. 
All of them are white except Parminder. As town’s electorate tended to 
assume that a wish to serve on the Parish Council implied competence to 
do so, all sixteen councilors had gained their seats unopposed.” 
(TCV, 2012: 53) 
 
The non-Pagford also always get underestimation from the Pagford 

people although they are White same with them. It is represented by the 

life of Krystal Weedon. She is from Fields, the slum area that is always 

rejected to be the part with Pagford. Fields people are known as criminals, 
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heroin addicts, and unemployment or trouble makers. Oly little people 

care with them. 

“Krystal is from Fields. She was in almost constant trouble. She knew no 
fear, like the boys who came to school with tattoos they had inked 
themselves with split and cigarettes, and story of clashes with the police, 
of drug taking and easy sex.” 

(TCV, 2012: 27) 

The social relation contributes the characters. Social relation in 

The Casual Vacancy novel is defined about relation between white people 

and colored people, upper-class or middle class people with underclass 

people. It is shown with the involvement of Parminder Jawanda in Parish 

Council to be a member. Most of the members in Parish Council is 

dominated by White people. She does not care about it. Because according 

to her, she has the same right with other people because she is Pagford 

people. It is shown that different race influences English life very much. 

Other social relation is shown between Pagford and Fields. Krystal 

Weedon is from Fields, so she always gets discrimination by Pagford 

people. Pagford is the place for upperclass or middle class while she is 

underclass. It is a portrait of arrogant attitude of English people. 

There is also gender relation in The Casual Vacancy novel. 

Parminder Jawanda is the member of Parish Council that almost of its 

member are men. She is not only a Parish council member, but also a 

doctor. It can be concluded that she is a career woman. As career woman 
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she has to interact with many different people. Most of her time is spent in 

outdoor and has no enough time for paying attention her family. 

Social mobility contributes the plot. The Social Worker in Pagford 

allows the children from Fields to study in St. Thomas or Winterdown 

High School although it is refused by The Pagford fanatic because Fields 

is criminals. Other social mobility is the colored live and work in Pagford 

although they are minority and often get discrimination from Pagford. 

The theme of this novel also represents the social aspect. The 

theme of the novel is “exclusivism can lead to exploitation and 

oppression”. The theme is inspired by the underestimation of minority 

people in Pagford. it is reflected by Parminder Jawanda. She is a portrait 

of the minority because she is colored. But she can survive in facing her 

life although she often gets discrimination because of her race. 

2. Economic Aspect 

England economic is the sixth-largest national economy in the world. 

Economics aspect contributes the economic condition of characters. The 

Casual Vacancy reflects England economic condition in early 21st century. 

It is represented in Pagford people. The Pagford is identical with rich 

people. They are from upper or middle class, so there is no problem with 

their economic condition. Most of them belong to royal family, restaurant 
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owner, Parish council, lawyer, doctor or founder of educational 

foundation. 

“It so happened that Pargetter Hill also obscured from the town’s 
view another place, but one that Pagford had always considered 
particularly its own. This was Sweetlove House, an exquisite, honey-
colored Queen Anne manor, set in many acres of park and farmland. 
It lay within Pagford parish, halfway between the town Yarvil. 
Pagford is the place for The Rich,” 
(TCV, 2012: 54) 
 

Economic aspects contribute the plot. The Casual Vacancy also shows 

the status of minority ethnic especially Indian. They are like the white 

people. Some of them are in low economic condition and some of them 

are in good economic condition. It depends on their education and 

environment background. It is shown by Parminder Jawanda, who 

becomes a successful woman as a doctor and a member of Parish Council. 

Her intelligence can be compared with Howard Mollison, a rich white 

people in Pagford. In the other side, Krystal, a white girls, becomes 

uneducated because her mother is unemployed and a heroin addicts. It can 

be an example that education and good influence can improve someone’s 

life. 

3. Political Aspect 

Political aspect contributes the plot. The Casual Vacancy tells about 

the battle of power to get great position in Parish Council. Most of 

Pagford people like to join in politic. It is represented by Howard 

Mollison, Parminder Jawanda, Barry Fairbrother, Milles Mollison, Aubrey 
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and Julia Fawley. They are the most important members in Pagford Parish 

Council. Politic is breath their life. When Barry Fairbrother died, not only 

Parish Council members, but also civil people are interested to fulfill 

Barry’s position. Politic is the best way to deliver their aspiration and get 

big influences from other people. 

“Pagford Parish Council was, for its size, an impressive force. It met 
once a month in a pretty Victorian church hall, and attempts to cut its 
budget, annex any of its powers of absorb it into some newfangled 
unitary authority had been strenuously and successfully resisted for 
decades. Of all the local councils under the higher authority of Yarvil 
District Council, Pagford prided itself on being the most 
obstreperous, the most vocal and the most independent.” 
(TCV, 2012: 53)  
 
 
 

4. Science and Technology Aspect 

In the early twenty first century, many people in England have high 

technology in their life. As a modern country during the century, the 

development of technology in England has been increasing. Mass media 

technologies such as radio, television, film, allowed the communication 

political messages and entertainment with unprecedented impact. 

The contribution of science and technology aspect to the character and 

characterizations are reflected in the characters of the novel. Andrew Price 

and Sukhvinder Jawanda have good capability in operating computer and 

internet. They are good studenst in computer class. They also can be a 

good hacker and cracker because they can inject security system of 
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Pagford Council web. The using of internet also can be seen in Shirley 

Mollison’s life. She works as the admin of Parish Council web. So, she 

often updates the newest news for the people. 

“a couple of months previously, Andrew’s computing set had been 
supervised by a young supply teacher. He shouldn’t have mentioned 
SQL injection at all. Everything hinged on the premise that the site 
had been set up by an amateur a long time ago; that it had never been 
protected from the simplest of classical hacks. Andrew is a good 
hacker, of course.” 
(TCV, 2012: 240) 
 

Science and technology aspects contribute the property used by the 

characters. In some parts, the character use telephone or mobile phone to 

communicate with their relation. Some of the characters also use car when 

they are going to some place. It shows the development of science and 

technology in England in early twenty first century in communication and 

transportation. 

“Her mobile buzzed. Gaia had already texted her twice. The new 
message said, R u OK? Sukvinder put her mobile back into her 
pocket. She is waiting her mother’s car.” 
(TCV: 2012: 462) 

 

5. Cultural Aspect 

English culture is rich and complex. It is caused by diversity of 

England population. The immigrant from various nations like Africa, 

Asia, and America contribute to English culture. The Casual Vacancy 

defines English has expressed itself through sport, arts and tradition. 
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Cultural aspects contribute the plot. Sports in English culture are 

complex. Some kinds of sports represent social status. It can be seen in 

Barry Fairbrother’s lifestyle. He joins the Golf club although he is not a 

good player. He did it because he wants to make relationship with upper 

class. He is also a chairman of rowing team of Winterdown School. 

Rowing is the big sport team in the school. Its entire member is girls. 

Beside that, Barry likes to play squash with his friend. Sports can make 

relationship easier and closer. 

“Barry wondered why he kept up his membership. He was a bad 
golfer: his swing was erratic and his handicap was high. He had so 
many other calls on his time.” 
(TCV, 2012: 4) 
 
“Krystal’s thoughts kept returning to the rowing team. She would 
have had training the following night, if Mr. Fairbrother had still 
been alive. It had been Mr. Fairbrother’s team, his pet project.” 
(TCV, 2012: 106-107) 

 

Other cultural aspect is tradition. For the immigrants, they are still 

keeping their tradition although they are away from their hometown. It is 

represented in Parminder Jawanda’s family. She and her daughter always 

use Sari when they are taking part in social agenda or attending invitation 

in Pagford. They also put the painting of Guru Nanak and do the funeral 

ceremony in Sikh tradition. 

“She stared at the grave, sweet visage of Guru Nanak pinned to the 
cork board.” 
(TCV, 2012: 40) 
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“Parminder looked grim and gaunt in her sari, with her children 
behind her. They had scattered Darshan’s ashes in the sad little River 
Rea in Birmingham,” 
(TCV, 2012: 160) 
 

The cultural aspect is reflected in the setting of place. It is reflected in 

the life style of Fields people in slum area. There are many heroin addicts, 

criminals, and unemployment. On the other hand, people who live in 

Pagford are known as upper class or middle class. So they feel safe 

because the safety is guaranteed. There is no criminals on their area. 

“…Fields, the sprawling estate that lay on the outskirts of the city of 
Yarvil. Dirty gray houses, some of them spray-painted with initials 
obscenities; the occasional boarded window; satellite dishes and 
overgrown grass…” 
(TCV, 2012: 26) 
 

The cultural aspect is also reflected in the habit of the characters. In 

the Pagford, there is unwritten norm. it does not differentiate people with 

the place where they come from, because it represents their social status. 

Howard and Samantha Mollison are the people that like to ask where 

people come from. They like to do that because they are from upperclass. 

“Thus, Barry Fairbrother had moved up through the school, a 
popular and clever class clown, only occasionally noticing that the 
smile of a Pagford parent stiffened when he mentioned the place 
where he lived.” 
(TCV, 2012: 58) 
 

6. Religious Aspect 

Religious aspect contributes the characters in The Casual Vacancy 

novel. Parminder Jawanda is a Sikh believer. She put the painting of Guru 

Nanak on her house’s wall. She and her family often go to Gurdwara to 
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pray. Other religious aspect is reflected by Christian believers like Mary 

Fairbrother, Tessa Wall and Howard Mollison. Mary and Tessa accept the 

difference of religion in their town. They make good relationship with 

Parminder. Howard and Shirley Mollison is the contradiction. They just 

accept Christian to be an official religion in Pagford. The dislike other 

religions; one of them is Sikh, Parminder religion. 

“Shirley belonged to a section of Pagford that quietly lamented 
the fact that the Old Vicarage, which had been built long ago to 
house a High Church vicar with muttonchop whiskers and a 
strarched-aproned staff,was now home to a family of Hindus 
(Shirley had never quite grasped what religion the Jawandas 
were).” 
(TCV, 2012: 156) 
 

Religious aspect also contributes the setting of the story. Pagford is 

beautiful city with the building of church, which is St. Michael and All 

Saints. Most of Pagford people love that church. Church is not only the 

worshiping place; but also the center of life for them.  

B. Discussion 

Story is the reflection of what occurred in that time. The researcher 

criticizes some aspects in the story such as social aspect, economic aspect, 

political aspect, science and technology aspect, cultural aspect and religious 

aspect. The social aspects contain social structure, social mobility and social 

relation. J.K. Rowling shows that there are still many exclusivism practices 

such as discrimination, stereotype and oppression in English society.  
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The economic aspect in The Casual Vacancy shows the economic 

condition in England in early twenty first century. It is described from 

economic condition of the characters. Some of them belong to the rich and 

some of them belong to the poor. The property and health service also 

represents the economic aspect of the characters. 

Political aspect contributes the plot. Pagford people like to join in 

politic. When one of the members of council died, there are many people 

interested in fulfilling the position. Joining in politic can increase social status 

of someone. 

Science and technology aspect contributes to the movie. It is shown by 

books, bus, car, television, computer, and telephone. Computers and internet 

take big portion in the story. In the early twenty first century, many people of 

England have high technology in their life. 

J.K. Rowling describes that sports, art or music and tradition are the 

parts of cultural aspect. In the novel, sports represent someone’s social status. 

Golf, squash and rowing are the sports mentioned in the novel. Other cultural 

aspect is the habit of the characters and the setting of the story. Asking about 

the provenance of someone in pagford is not good thing, because it can 

indicate the social class.  

Religious plays important roles in English life. The majority of 

religion in England is Christian. Most of Pagford people are Christian. Other 

religion is described in the novel is Sikh. Sikh is religion for immigrants, 
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especially from India. It is represented by the life of Parminder Jawanda’s 

family. There is relation between two different believers, harmonist and 

conflicts is the two things usually appeared. 

Based on the sociological analysis of The Casual Vacancy novel 

above, the researcher concludes that J.K. Rowling as the researcher of this 

novel emphasizes the social condition in England at the time. She shows the 

social reality in early twenty first century. There are still exclusivism and 

discrimination in England. 

J.K. Rowling criticizes the social reality in England through the theme, 

story and characterization in The Casual Vacancy movie. The theme of the 

story is “exclusivism can lead to exploitation and oppression”. It is reflected 

in the major characters of the novel. Parminder Jawanda is the minority in the 

Pagford. She always fights to get her right as Pagford people. Her struggle 

always gets discrimination from her opposition, Howard Mollison who 

dislikes the minority in Pagford. 

J.K. Rowling tells to reader through this novel that she disagrees about 

social view in English society. Some of them think that colored people are 

subordinate to the white people. J.K. Rowling thinks that everyone has same 

the right in their life.  

J.K. Rowling gives the solution for the problem in England through 

this novel. It is reflected in the plot. She tells that colored people are like the 

white people. Some of them can be successful and the other cannot. White 



108 

 

people do not always belong to upper class if they are not in conducive 

situation. It is reflected in the character of Parminder Jawanda. She is a 

colored woman and belongs to minority. But she can be a successful woman 

as a doctor and member of Parish Council. She can be a successful woman 

because she always tries to get a better life. The contrary condition is reflected 

in Krystal Weedon. She belongs to white people, but she lives in slum area. 

The condition of her family is not good. Her mother is a heroin addict and 

unemployed. She can be a good student in her school because she comes from 

broken family.  

Finally, based on all aspects that are reflected in The Casual Vacancy, 

there is a firm relation between this novel and the English life in early twenty 

first century. J.K. Rowling shows that some ethnics’ minorities in England get 

discrimination in their life as colored people. Based on the analysis above, it 

is clear to the researcher to state the social conditions which are suitable with 

the main idea of J.K. Rowling viewed by sociological perspective. 

 

 

 


