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Abstract  

This Study is about Exclusivism. The problem of this study is how exclusivisim 
expressed in the The Casual Vacancy novel. The object of the study is The Casual 
Vacancy novel by J.K. Rowling. It used sociological perspective. This study belongs 
to qualitative research. In this method, there are two types of data source, namely 
primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is the novel and the 
secondary data is other material related to the study. Both data are collected through 
library research and analyzed by descriptive analysis. The result of the study shows 
the following conclusion, based on the analysis it is clear that there is a close relation 
between this novel and the social reality in England in early twenty first century. 
Rowling wants to criticize the cases of exclusivism practices in England in early 
twenty first century through The Casual Vacancy novel. 
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A. Introduction 

The primary theme of The Casual Vacancy is exclusivism. According to 

Brad Johnson (1998) Exclusivism is action to be exclusive.  Exclusivism 

claims that only its principle the most true, the other is wrong. In Webster 

Dictionary, exclusivism can be defined as “the practice of excluding or 

being exclusive”. Mentality characterized by the disregard for opinions 

and ideas other than one's own, or the practice of organizing entities into 

groups by excluding those entities which possess certain traits. There are 

three types of exclusivism, namely religious exclusivism, social 

exclusivism and political exclusivism (Johnson, 1998). Johnson (1998) 

also divided religious exclusivism into two parts namely absolute 

exclusivism and relative exclusivism. Social exclusivism influenced by 

prejudice and discrimination (Brown, 2005: 650). The last is political 

exclusivism. According to Charles Arnold Baker (2009) in the Local 

Institutional Council the dominant in a council will press the recessive. 

Political exclusivism also can be said as the application of social and 

religious exclusivism in politic. 

There are some proponents that support the theory of exclusivism. 

DeMint in Henry (2003: 81) refuses the free immigration England. 

According to him, with a thinly sourced new study that claimed 

immigration reform would bankrupt the country with trillions of dollars in 

additional social welfare costs, they undermined heritage’s fragile integrity 

and offended the Indian voting bloc. Other proponent is Angela 

Monaghan, an economic expert. In her article UK Living Standards 

Second Highest in Europe in 2010 said that England living standard 

second highest in Europe in 2010. Individual consumption was used as the 

measure, often cited because it includes all goods and services that a 

household consumes, regardless of whether they pay for them. She thinks 

that the refusing of minority ethnic is needed to avoid the big problem in 

England. The non-white ethnic should not enter England; because it is 

worried that they cannot reach the cost living and just add new problems 
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in England because most of them are unskilled. This theory also applies in 

some countries such as France, Netherlands, Germany, Swiss and 

America. Brown in Solomos (2003) explains the problem may appear 

because of minority race. On top of this, black and ethnic minority 

workers had a higher unemployment rate, a rate that was increasing faster 

than that of the white population. Young ethnic minority people were 

particularly badly hit. 

Some scholars do not agree with the practice of exclusivism. 

England is a country that has some ethnic groups. According to Modood 

and Smith in Cook (1997: 8) an ethnic group would be defined as “a 

community whose heritage offers important characteristics in common 

between its members and which makes them distinct from other 

communities”. For him, integration inter-ethnic is necessary for the people 

to show their tolerance. It can reduce the inferiority for the minority. Other 

statement delivered by Baron and Byrne in Brown (1991: 81). They 

explain that the practice of exclusivism can give some bad effects in social 

life such as dehumanization, stigma, self-worth, self-esteem, wellbeing, 

stereotype threat and self-fulfilling prophecy. Andall (2003: 79) states that 

the practice of discrimination and oppression must be abolished because it 

breaks the human right. 

The discussion about exclusivism not only delivered by the 

politician, scholars or the exclusivists but also by the fiction authors. One 

of them is J.K. Rowling. Rowling delivered her idea about the practice of 

exclusivism in England by writing The Casual Vacancy novel. She 

criticizes the phenomena of exclusivism in English society through the 

story of novel. There is correlation between exclusivism and the novel. It 

is an interesting topic to be discussed. Therefore, the writer wants to study 

the novel by using sociological perspective (Swingewood and Laurenson, 

1972: 11). 
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B. Research Method 

This study belongs to qualitative method (Denzin and Lincoln, 

2005: 3). In this method, there are two types of data source, namely 

primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is the novel 

itself, meanwhile the secondary data sources are other materials related to 

the study. Both data are collected through library research (Denzin and 

Lincoln, 2005: 3). 

In collecting data, the writer will takes some steps as follow: 

Reading  the novel repeatedly, taking notes of important parts both 

primary and secondary data, arranging the data into several groups based 

on its theoretical category, selecting particular parts considered important 

and relevant for analysis, and drawing conclusion. 

In analyzing the data, the writer applies a descriptive approach 

(Denzin and Lincoln, 2005: 11). The writer analyzes the data based on 

sociological perspective. Focus will be paid on the meaning of exclusivism 

reflected in The Casual Vacancy novel and in British society in early 

twenty first century. 

C. Research Findings and Discussion 

The writer gets some research finding in analyzing The Casual 

Vacancy novel. Each finding has some cases to be discussed. After they 

have examined, all of components will get back together in a schematic 

manner in the discussion. 

1. Findings 

In analyzing The Casual Vacancy novel, the writer gets some 

findings. They are Exclusivism in The Casual Vacancy novel and 

Exclusivism in reality. 

a. Exclusivism in The Casual Vacancy Novel 

The practices of exclusivism can be found in the novel. It covers 

the three type of exclusivism. The explanation will be delivered below. 
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1) Type of Exclusivism 

Story is a reflection of author’s view about the social reality. The 

writer finds the practice of exclusivism in the novel. It is reflected in some 

aspects of life. It related to social exclusivism, political exclusivism and 

religious exclusivism.  

a) Social exclusivism 

In social aspect, there is social exclusivism viewed in the life of 

Pagford society. There is separation between the White and Colored 

people and Pagford and non-Pagford people. The White or Pagford people 

have spesial right in every side of life in Pagford. In education system, 

especially in Winterdown High School, there is separation between White 

and non-White student or Pagford and non-Pagford student. The White 

Pagford students get special facilities. They are placed in best classes; get 

best qualified teachers, comfortable laboratory and special right. While the 

non-white or non-Pagford student do not get it. They are placed in lowest 

classes; unqualified teachers, uncomfortable laboratory and they do not 

have right like White Pagford student. 

Other reflection of exclusivism can be seen in the separation of 

territory. The Pagford, known as the upper class do not want to life 

together with the lower class. They make an exclusive area called Pagford 

and for the lower class, they live in Fields. Fields is a slum area. Fields 

people known as criminals, heroin addicts, and unemployment or trouble 

maker. Just little people care with them. 

b) Political Exclusivism 

 Political exclusivism also reflected in the novel. In Pagford, there 

is Parish Council. It has two groups, Howard and Parminder group. Each 

group has different purpose in their government system. Howard is an 

upper class, he is from royal family and the owner of Mollison and Lowe 

Delicatessen, a big food shop in Pagford. He is also the pioneer of 

purification movement in Pagford. Howard is pro-Pagford, he refuses the 

integration between Pagford and Fields, while Parminder group has a goal 
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to integrate Pagford and Fields. Parminder is an immigrant from India, in 

Parish Council she belongs to minority. She wants to fight to get same 

right in Pagford. She fights not only for herself, but also for the minority in 

Pagford. She and her group build Bellchapell, a free clinic for heroin 

addict people in Fields because she is a doctor. Her fight is not easy 

because she belongs to minority. 

c) Religious Exclusivism 

There is religious exclusivism in The Casual Vacancy novel. It is 

reflected in the behavior of Pagford people. Pagford is a beautiful city with 

its icon, St. Michael and All Saints Church. Most of Pagford people are 

Christian believer. They are difficult to accept different religion in their 

area. Parminder is a portrayal of minority; she is a Sikh believer because 

she is an immigrant from India. In Pagford, she lives in ex-house of a high 

church vicar. It causes the hatred of Howard Mollison. He bans other 

believer or immigrant to join the celebration in Pagford. All of celebration 

must be hold in Church. So, other religion believer does not allowed to 

enter the church. 

2) The Cause of Exclusivism Practices 

The practice of exclusivism caused by the domination of White 

Pagford people. The want to be exclusive and do not accept the equality of 

social class and the existence of different race. The majority want to keep 

their supremacy because they feel threatened with the existence of 

minority ethnic. 

3) The Effects of Exclusivism Practices 

The practices of discrimination in Pagford give bad effects for 

social life. There is imbalance of supremacy in some aspects. The 

dominance of majority makes the strategic posts dominated with the 

White. The minority like non-White, immigrant or lower class does not 

have same right like the majorities have. 

 

 



6 
 

4) Resolution Problem 

The solutions for the problems in the novel have shown when the 

election of parish councilor had been hold in Pagford. Parminder and her 

group give Collins Walls as the candidate of new chairman of Parish 

council and Howard Mollison gives Miles Mollison to fulfill the position. 

Parminder group have a goal to abolish the practice of exclusivism like 

discrimination, stereotype and prejudice from Pagford. Howard group 

have a goal to purify Pagford to be exclusive. The election won by Miles 

Mollison, the pro Pagford. Rowling wins the antagonist character not to 

support them, but to criticize and show her pessimistic. 

b. Exclusivism in Reality 

After discussing the practices of exclusivism in The Casual 

Vacancy novel, the writer will discuss the practices of exclusivism in 

reality. Focus will be paid on the the cases of exclusivism in British 

society in the late 20th century and the beginning of 21st century. 

1) The Cases of Exclusivism in British Society 

The writer finds the practice of exclusivism in British society. It is 

reflected in some aspects of life. It is related to the type of exclusivism. 

They are social exclusivism, political exclusivism and religious 

exclusivism.  

a) Social Exclusivism 

England is a country that contains some ethnics and race. In social 

life, there are some practices of exclusivism. Social exclusivism expressed 

in the separation of structure of class. Wright and Marshall (2005: 38) 

divide the social structure of English into four classes. They are 

underclass, working class, middle class, and upper class. The social gape 

often happens in social relation in English society. As reported by Daniel 

Martin (2012) in his article Britain 'Has Worst Social Mobility in the 

Western World and Becomes Ingrained in Children as Young as Three', 

social mobility in Britain is the worst in the Western world and the gap 

between rich and poor has become ingrained in children as young as three. 
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William (2000: 2) said about inter-ethnic group relation. He 

explains that although anti-racism was campaigned there is still 

discrimination in some sides of life in England. Social relation inter-ethnic 

group is a big issue until now. Shepard and Walter (2013: 34) state that 

poverty is a big problem for minority ethnic. The problem of minority 

ethnic is in gaining a job. The discrimination to the minority ethnic makes 

them difficult to get welfare in England. (Shepard and Walter, 2013: 35). 

Discrimination also happens in public place. Andall (2003: 199) explain 

that people from ethnic minorities (men or women) does not get same 

facilities like the White. They do not get same cup in the public water 

fulfilling, do not get same seat in the bus and so many other discrimination 

practices. 

b) Political Exclusivism 

Lane (2010: 8) explains that the some parties in England 

dominated by white and Christian men. It is difficult for the minority 

ethnic to get strategic position in politic. Gender discrimination also has 

shown in politic, although they are white. Women are allowed to get part 

in politic, but their movement is limited by the other politician. William 

(2005: 5) said that England has phenomenal women in UK Government. 

She is Margaret Thatcher. She was a prime minister of England for 11 

years (May 4, 1979-November 28, 1990) and she known as The Iron Lady 

because there was many controversial policies she made. 

c) Religious Exclusivism 

Kundnani (2007: 121) states that region North-East England 40 

years behind all other regions in the United Kingdom related to issues of 

racism and violence against minorities. Levels of racism and violence in 

the North-East region are very worrying. For example, it has become 

commonplace when Muslim spat on and abused. Similarly, the mosque is 

not spared from racism attack. Bruce (1995: 20) explains that the existence 

of minority religion in England makes awareness for the society to respect 
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each other. Although in some sides, there is still discrimination doing by 

people.  

 

2) The Cause of Exclusivism Practices 

England is a country that has some ethnic groups. According to 

Modood and Smith in Cook (1997: 8) the minority ethnic in England grow 

rapidly. The majority ethnic feel threatened with this condition. They want 

to keep their supremacy. They do not want to share their authority with the 

minority ethnic. 

 The percentage of ethnicity in England during five decades can be 

seen in the following table: 

Ethnic Groups % of Total 

1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 
White 79.3% 79.8% 80.5% 85.67% 87.9% 
Mixed 3.39% 4.21% 4.40% 5.39% 13.9% 
Indian 0.20% 0.50% 1.60% 1.80% 2.60% 
Pakistani 0.50% 1.10% 1.40% 1.60% 1.80% 
Bangladeshi 0.12% 0.13% 0.25% 0.50% 0.70% 
Chinese 0.20% 0.25% 0.30% 0.40% 0.80% 
Other Asian 0.20% 0.32% 0.40% 0.40% 0.70% 
Caribbean 0.30% 0.50% 1.00% 1.00% 1.10% 
African 0.52% 0.60% 0.60% 0.80% 1.50% 
Other Black 0.11% 0.12% 0.15% 0.20% 0.20% 
Other Ethnic Group 0.13% 0.15% 0.20% 0.20% 0.40% 
Source: Cook, Ethnic Group Statistic 2003: 27 

From the table above we can see that the growth of minority in 

England had been increased from year to year.  

3) The Effect of Exclusivism Practices 

The practices of exclusivism cause horizontal conflicts. In England 

there was big riot in Bradford in 1995.  Lane (2010: 33) explains that the 

conflict was caused by the death of Mark Duggan, a Bradford people who 

died because murdered by Scotland Yard Police. The Bradford was very 

angry because the police there didn’t protect them. The chaos also 

happened in London and cities around it (Tottenham, Birmingham, Bristol, 
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Liverpool, and Nottingham). There was intentionally fire of police office 

and private vehicles, 525 people caught, 30 other died. Social critics have 

opinion that the conflict also caused by the economic problem, poverty, 

unemployment, social jealousy and other social problems. 

4) Rowling’s View Against Exclusivism Cases 

As an author of The Casual Vacancy, Rowling takes a part in the 

practices of exclusivism. She describes the exclusivism practices through 

her novel. in the novel, she makes a story that contain exclusivism 

practices; it can be social, political and religious exclusicivism. She makes 

some characters to deliver her idea. To criticize exclusivism, she makes 

major character that is Parminder Jawanda. Parminder Jawanda is a 

minority in Pagford. She fights to get her right in Pagford society. Rowling 

hides behind her character in order to easier to express her idea. Parminder 

Jawanda is Rowling’s mind because the characterization of Parminder is a 

strong woman although she is a minority in her society. Rowling wants to 

show that the struggle of minority is necessary to get their right. They have 

to fight to get it because they are human. As human, they should get same 

right wherever they stay in society. 

2. Discussion 

Story is the reflection of what occurred in that time. The writer 

criticizes the phenomena of exclusivism by writing the novel. There is 

correlation between the novel and the social reality in English society. The 

novel tells about the practice of exclusivism like discrimination, prejudice 

and stereotype. It happens in some aspects of life and it is reflects the type 

of exclusivism. In social reality there is practice of exclusivism in 

England. Thus, the novel is a reflection of social reality in England. The 

author wants to criticize the phenomena because there is English people 

belong to unfriendly, racist and exclusivist. The author delivers her idea 

through the novel in order to make the reader more understand about the 

social reality in England. There is some view of J.K. Rowling shown by 
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the narrations and dialogue in The Casual Vacancy novel. Below is the 

statement about Parminder’s aloneness in Pagford.  

Tessa was Parminder’s only real friend in Pagford. (She always said “in 
Pagford” to herself, pretending that somewhere beyond the little town she 
had a hundred loyal friends. She never quite admitted to herself that this 
consisted only of the memories of her gang of schoolmates back in 
Birmingham, from whom the tide of life had long since separated her; 
and the medical colleagues with whom she had studied and trained, who 
still sent Christmas cards, but who never came to see her, and whom she 
never visited.) 
(TCV, 2012: 127) 
 

In other side, Rowling express the anger of Parminder in dialogue. 

She protest the discrimination because the domination of minority. 

“There was no housing here,” said Parminder, fighting her own temper, 
“none of you wanted a new development on the outskirts of town.” 
“You weren’t here, I’m sorry,” said Betty, pink in the face, looking 
ostentatiously away from Parminder. “You don’t know the history.” 
“YOU ARE RACIST. ALL OF YOU!” Parminder screamed loudly. 
(TCV, 2012: 385) 

J.K. Rowling belongs to contra in exclusivism but she shows her 

contra in different way. In the ending of the story she makes the majority 

wins the election and defeats the minority. It does not mean that Rowling 

is a racist woman. She just wants to criticize the reality in England. She 

makes an irony ending to show her pessimistic about exclusivism practices 

in her country. In one essay about The Casual Vacancy, Hardman (2012) 

in his article Why does J.K. Rowling Hates the Middle Classes? said that 

Rowling does not like middle-class or upper class who dominates 

supremacy in society. The central plot of the book, called The Casual 

Vacancy, is a battle for the parish council following a councilor’s death. 

The evil, middle-class, right-wing snobs want to seize control and redraw 

parish boundaries in order to dump the local sink estate on another 

authority. Hardman (2012) delivers the statement of Rowling’s view about 

moral and prejudice. The explanation can be seen as follows. 
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‘‘I don’t understand why everyone isn’t completely obsessed with 
morality,’’ she told the BBC on Wednesday. ‘’They’re not — I know that 
for a fact. But I am. I think I’m a really moral writer.’’ 
In another interview, Ms Rowling explained that The Casual Vacancy is 
a broadside against the prejudices and hang-ups of the middle class (most 
of the country, in other words).  
‘‘We’re a phenomenally snobby society,’ she declared the other day. 
‘The middle class is so funny. It’s the class I know best and it’s the class 
where you find the most pretension.’’ 

Rowling’s view about racism can be found in her phenomenal 

Harry Potter series. In the story, there is explanation about pure blood and 

half-blood. It is the representation of racism. The pure blood is a 

representation of upper-class, and half-blood is lower class or minority. 

Rowling makes the half-blood oppressed but in the ending of story, she 

wins them. Patuck (2013) in her article Does JK Rowling Show 

Discrimination, Racism and Prejudice in her Harry Potter Novels? 

Discuss the problem of race and authority. The explanation can be seen 

below. 

Some, in perhaps a far-reaching mind-set, would compare Hitler’s 
ideologies with that of Lord Voldemorts idea of “Magic is Might”. 
Much like the Nazi’s, he wanted a ‘master’ race, based upon 
people’s backgrounds and upbringings; in this case, whether they 
were “pure-blood”, rather than half-bloods, mud bloods, etc. So his 
life’s work of terrorism, murder and manipulation was with an 
objective to get rid of whom he thought to be the inferior groups, 
just as Hitler did. However, as any novel goes, the bad guy has to 
get pretty far in his plans before the main characters ends all the 
evil in one final, satisfying battle to the death. (As JK said: “neither 
can live while the other survives”) So JK Rowling doesn’t stop at 
just portraying the persecution of the lesser races, but portrays 
Voldermorts manipulation of the pure blood nation. Today, our 
lives are ruined by terrorism, murder and manipulation, for 
people’s beliefs in religion, race and right. The only difference 
being: our world is certainly not as magical. 

D. Conclusion 

After analyzing The Casual Vacancy novel, the writer wants to 

deliver the conclusion.  The story of the novel reflects the types of 

exclusivism. It can be on religious, social or political exclusivism. Thus, 
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the reader can see the condition at that time by understanding the story of 

the novel.  

Based on the previous analysis it is clear that there is a close 

relation between this novel and the social reality in England in early 

twenty first century. This novel emphasizes to the social aspect. The 

Casual Vacancy shows that some ethnic in England especially colored 

people still get discrimination in their life. J.K. Rowling wants to criticize 

the practices of exclusivism in England in early twenty first century 

through this novel. The novel shows some people who struggle against the 

exclusivism, exploitation, oppression and discrimination to get same right 

in their life. 
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