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ABSTRACT 

 This research paper aims at answering the objectives of this research are: 

(1) to identifying the kinds of affixes used in Tempo Magazine January 2013 

edition and (2) to describe the forms and meaning of each. The type of the 

research is descriptive qualitative research and this research uses documentation 

and observation methods to get the data. Then, the technique of analyzing data are 

identifying the words which include affixes, analyzing the words that are 

containing affixes, and drawing conclusion based on data analysis. The data are 

words consisting affixes taken from the articles on the magazine. The writer 

concern with three articles which are entitled: “New routes for the postman”, 

“Living with Risk”, “Indonesia Partnership Landscape” as object of the study. 

 The research finding of the study shows that the types affixes and the data 

of this research consists of 310 English affixes include prefix “in-”which changes 

the meaning. Prefix “re-” which changes noun into verb, prefix “un-” which 

changes adjective into adverb, prefix “dis-” which changes noun into verb, prefix 

“pre-” which indicates present tense, prefix “anti-“ which changes verb into noun. 

And suffix “-s” which indicates present tense, suffix “-ed” which changes noun 

into verb, suffix “-ly” which changes adjective into adverb, suffix “-er” changes 

verb into noun, suffix “-ment” which changes verb into noun, suffix “-ness” 

changes adjective into noun, suffix “-ity” which changes adjective into noun, 

suffix “-ist” which indicates plural noun, suffix “-ive” which changes verb into 

adjective, suffix “-ize” which changes noun into verb, suffix “-able” which 

changes verb into adjective, suffix “-ion” which indicates singular noun, suffix “-

ism” which indicates singular noun, suffix “-ship” which indicates singular noun, 

suffix “-y” which changes verb into noun, suffix “-en” which indicates past tense, 

suffix “-ing” which changes verb into noun, suffix “-est” which indicates 

superlative, and suffix “-ful” which indicates verb into adjective. In conclusion, 

the meaning of affixes that used in the data source is indicator of changing the 

class of the category. At the end of analysis, the researcher finds that the addition 

of affixes into the word would influence either the meaning of the existing word. 

Keywords: „affixes, prefixes, suffixes, infixes, adjective, noun, verb, and adverb‟ 
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A. Introduction  

 Language is an important means of communication. One way to 

learn language is to use a morphological analysis. Morphology is the study 

of internal structure of words. According to Matthew (1991:3) 

“morphology is a term for that branch of linguistics which is concerned 

with the form of words in difference uses and construction”. Morphology 

has many parts, there are morpheme, lexeme, affixes, and etc. morpheme 

is the smallest units of meaning. Lexeme is an abstract vocabulary item. 

An affix is a morpheme which only occurs when attached to some other 

morpheme or morpheme such as a root or stem or base. 

 Affixes consist of three types; there are, prefixes, infix and suffix. 

An infix is an affix inserted into the root itself, a prefix is an affix attached 

before a word, and a suffix is an affix attached after a word. Katamba 

(1994:56) states that “Affixes can be attached before or after the base”. 

The researcher used Morphology to analyze this research, because affix is 

one of the materials which are studied in Morphology. The researcher 

concern with 3 articles in the Tempo Magazine issued on January 2013 

edition entitled: “New routes for the postman”, “Living with risk”, 

“Indonesia partnership landscape” as the object of this study. This 

magazine is very interesting to read because it is full of information, 

education, and also make us have broader vision after reading the articles. 

When the researcher read this magazine, especially those 3 articles, the 

researcher found many affixes. They are important to learn to get the 

meaning of the words in these articles. Studying affixes is very necessary 

if we want to use language well and understanding it easily.   

 In this section the researcher tries to analyze affixes which are 

found in Tempo magazine January 2013 edition. Here are some examples: 

118/TE/NRP/N/054 

 “Each branch head will be trained in business development”. Retirement 

(noun) is a word that is added by suffix –ment that indicates of 



 
  

action/instance of V-ing, so the meaning of Development is gradual 

growth of something. 

131/LWR/Adj/094 

“A lot depends on maintaining acceptable level of risk…”. Acceptable 

(adjective) is a word that added by suffix –able that indicates of able to be 

X-ed, so the meaning of Acceptable is agreed or approved of by most 

people in a society. 

255/TE/IPL/N/109 

 “…these industries even cause dislocation…”. Dislocation (noun) is a 

word that is added by prefix dis- that indicates of the converse of, so the 

meaning of dislocation is stop a system or plan from working. 

 The researcher chooses to analyze three articles from Tempo 

magazine because of several reasons. First, article is a media to get 

information and news. Besides, the sentences in the articles are familiar 

and easy to understand, so it makes the reader easier to analyze and 

explain affixes in Tempo magazine. Second, there are many affixes in this 

magazine. The researcher hopes that the result of this analysis will be 

useful to enrich the reader’s knowledge about affixes in morphological 

study. 

      Based on the phenomena and statement above, the researcher is 

encouraged to entitle the research as follows: A Morphological Analysis of 

Affixes used in Tempo Magazine January 2013 Edition.   

 

B. Research Method 

 The research method of this study is elaborated into five points, 

namely; (1) type of the research, (2) object of the research, (3) data and 

data source, (4) method of collecting data, and (5) technique of analyzing 

data. The explanation of each component will be discussed further into 

wide explanation below. 



 
  

 The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research, in 

which the method are used to collects the data, classifies and analyzes 

them, and then draw the conclusion from the analyzed data. In this study, 

the researcher aims at classifying the forms of affixes used on Tempo 

Magazine January 2013 Edition to describe the types of affixes and the 

functions of each affixes used in Tempo Magazine January 2013 Edition. 

A descriptive-qualitative is a research of which the data are in the form of 

written or oral words that are descriptively analyzed (Maleong, 1989: 3) 

 The object of this research is word categories and word formation 

of affixes used in Tempo Magazine January 2013 edition.  

 The data are words taken from three articles on Tempo Magazine 

January 2013 Edition. The writer concern with three articles as the data 

sources, as follows: 

a. “New routes for the postman” 

 Written by Basri Marzuki. 

b. “Living with risk”  

Written by Keith Loveard. 

c. “Indonesia partnership landscape”. 

 Written by Irman Lanti. 

     In collecting the data, the writer uses observation and document 

dealing with the articles in Tempo Magazine January 2013 Edition. The 

steps are: 

1. Reading the articles of “New routes for the postman”, “Living 

with risk”, “Indonesia partnership landscape” from Tempo 

Magazine January 2013 Edition. 

2. Classifying the word or sentence in every article. 

3. Re-typing all the sentences contain affixes in three articles 

from Tempo Magazine January 2013 Edition. 

4. Coding the data which contain affixes in the articles of “New 

routes for the postman”, “Living with risk”, “Indonesia 



 
  

partnership landscape”  from Tempo Magazine January 2013 

Edition. 

For the coding of the data, the writer uses certain system, such 

as: 

001/TM/NRP/N/052, which means: 

001 = Number of Data 

TE  = the name of the magazine that is Tempo English. 

NRP = the titles of the article“New routes for the   

        postman” 

LWR = the titles of the article “Living with risk” 

IPL = the titles of the article “Indonesia partnership  

     landscape” 

N  = noun 

052 = the page of data source 

  In technique of analyzing data, the writer conducts the data 

analysis with the following procedures: 

1. Identifying the words which include affixes. 

2. Analyzing the words that are containing affixes. 

3. Drawing conclusion based on the data analysis. 

 

C. Finding and Discussion 

 The researcher chooses English magazine entitled Tempo as a data 

source. The researcher analyzes words which are attached to prefixes and 

suffixes, including their kinds, forms, and meaning.  

1. Kinds  

 In this part, the writer categorize the prefixes and suffixes that can 

be attached to any word class. 

 

 

No Prefixes Suffixes 

1. In- -s 



 
  

2. Re- -ed 

3. Un- -ly 

4. Dis- -er 

5. Pre- -ment 

6. Anti- -ness 

7.  -ity 

8.  -ist 

9.  -ive 

10.  -ize 

11.  -able 

12.  -ion 

13.  -ism 

14.  -ship 

15.  -y 

16.  -en 

17.  -ing 

18.  -est 

 

2. Forms 

In this part the researcher analyzes the prefixes and suffixes that can 

be attached to any word class, such as: noun, verb, adjective. 

a) Prefixes 

Prefixes that can attach to the base form of noun. 

1. Prefix “re-” joined with “placed”. It changes the word 

class from noun into verb. 

2. Prefix “un-”  joined with “doubtedly”. It changes the 

word class from noun into adverb. 

3. Prefix “dis-” joined with “illusioned”. It changes the 

word class from noun into verb. 

4. Prefix “in-” joined with “justice”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

5. Prefix “dis-” joined with “ilusionment”. It changes the 

word class from noun into verb. 

6. Prefix “pre-” joined with “condition”. It doesn’t change 

the word class but it changes the meaning. 



 
  

Prefixes that can attach to the base form of verb. 

1. Prefix “anti-” joined with “corruption”. It changes the 

word class from verb into noun. 

Prefixes that can attach to the base form of adjective. 

1. Prefix “un-” joined with “fortunately”. It changes the 

word class from adjective into adverb. 

b) Suffixes 

Suffixes that can attach to the base form of noun. 

1. Suffix “-s” joined with “look”. It doesn’t change the word 

class but it changes the meaning. 

2. Suffix “-s” joined with “office”. It doesn’t change the word 

class but it changes the meaning. 

3. Suffix “-ed” joined with “increase”. It changes the word 

class from noun into verb. 

4. Suffix “-ed” joined with “lack”. It changes the word class 

from noun into verb. 

5. Suffix “-ist” joined with “journal”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

6. Suffix “-ist” joined with “terror”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

7. Suffix “-ive” joined with “effect”. It  changes the word class 

from noun into adjective. 

8. Suffix “-ize” joined with “subsidy”. It changes the word 

class from noun into verb. 

9. Suffix “-ize” joined with “categorize”. It changes the word 

class from noun into verb. 

10. Suffix “-able” joined with “reason”. It changes the word 

class from noun into adjective. 

11. Suffix “-ion” joined with “contract”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 



 
  

12. Suffix “-ism” joined with “terror”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

13. Suffix “ship-” joined with “partner”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

14. Suffix “-ship” joined with “member”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

15. Suffix “-ing” joined with “reason”. It changes the word 

class from noun into verb. 

Suffixes that can attach to the base form of verb. 

1. Suffix “-er” joined with “remind”. It changes the word class 

from verb into noun. 

2. Suffix “-ment“ joined with “develop”. It changes the word 

class from verb into noun. 

3. Suffix “-ment“joined with “invest”. It changes the word 

class from verb into noun. 

4. Suffix “-ive“joined with “attract”. It changes the word class 

from verb into adjective. 

5. Suffix “-able” joined with “accept”. It changes the word 

class from verb into adjective. 

6. Suffix “-ion” joined with “except”. It changes the word 

class from verb into noun. 

7. Suffix “-y” joined with “deliver”. It changes the word class 

from verb into noun. 

8. Suffix “-en” joined with “take”. It doesn’t change the word 

class but it changes the meaning. 

9. Suffix “-ing” joined with “build”. It changes the word class 

from verb into noun. 

10. Suffix “-ful” joined with “meaning”. It changes the word 

class from verb into adjective. 

Suffixes that can attach to the base form of adjective. 



 
  

1. Suffix “-ly” joined with “genuine”. It changes the word 

class from adjective into adverb. 

2. Suffix “-ly” joined with “easy”. It changes the word class 

from adjective into adverb. 

3. Suffix “-er” joined with “great”. It changes the word class 

from adjective into adverb. 

4. Suffix “-ness” joined with “aware”. It changes the word 

class from adjective into noun. 

5. Suffix “-ness” joined with “competitive”. It changes the 

word class from adjective into noun. 

6. Suffix “-ness” joined with “electric”. It changes the word 

class from adjective into noun. 

7. Suffix “-ness” joined with “difficult”. It changes the word 

class from adjective into noun. 

8. Suffix “-ism” joined with “intellectual”. It changes the 

word class from adjective into noun. 

9. Suffix “-y” joined with “possible”. It changes the word 

class from adjective into adverb. 

10. Suffix “-en” joined with “weak”. It changes the word class 

from adjective into verb. 

11. Suffix “-est” joined with “high”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

12. Suffix “-est” joined with “large”. It doesn’t change the 

word class but it changes the meaning. 

3. Meaning 

In terms of meaning, English prefixes and suffixes that the researcher 

has been analyzed are: 

a) Prefix “in-” has the meaning to indicate negation from noun. 

b) Prefix “re-” has the meaning to indicate verb category and plural 

noun. 



 
  

c) Prefix “un-” has the meaning to indicate adverb category of 

adjective and noun. 

d) Prefix “dis-” has the meaning to indicate verb category of noun. 

e) Prefix “pre-” has the meaning to indicate simple present noun. 

f) Prefix “anti-” has the meaning to indicate plural noun. 

g) Suffix “-s” has the meaning to indicate simple present verb and 

plural noun. 

h) Suffix “-ed” has the meaning to indicate past tense from verb. 

i) Suffix “-ly” has the meaning to indicate adverb category of 

adjective. 

j) Suffix “-er” has the meaning to indicate noun category and adverb 

category. 

k) Suffix “-ment” has the meaning to indicate noun category of verb. 

l) Suffix “-ness” has the meaning to indicate noun category of 

adjective. 

m) Suffix “-ity” has the meaning to indicate noun category of 

adjective. 

n) Suffix “-ist” has the meaning to indicate plural noun and singular 

noun.  

o) Suffix “-ive” has the meaning to indicate adjective category of 

verb and noun. 

p) Suffix “-ize” has the meaning to indicate verb category of noun. 

q) Suffix “-able” has the meaning to indicate adjective category of 

verb and noun. 

r) Suffix “-ion” has the meaning to indicate singular noun and noun 

category of verb. 

s) Suffix “-ism” has the meaning to indicate singular noun and noun 

category of adjective. 

t) Suffix “-ship” has the meaning to indicate singular noun. 

u) Suffix “-y” has the meaning to indicate noun category and adverb 

category. 



 
  

v) Suffix “-en” has the meaning to indicate past tense and verb 

category. 

w) Suffix “-ing” has the meaning to indicate noun category and verb 

category. 

x) Suffix “-est” has the meaning to indicate superlative degree from 

adjective. 

y) Suffix “-ful” has the meaning to indicate adjective category of 

verb. 

 

D. Conclusion and Suggestion 

1. Conclusion  

 The writer comes to the conclusion that kinds, forms, and 

meanings of affixes are as follows: 

 The kinds of affixes used in Tempo Magazine January 2013 edition 

are prefix “in-”, “re-”, “un-”, “dis-”, “pre-”, “anti-” and suffix “-s”, “-

ed”, “-ly”, “-er”, “-ment”, “-ness”, “-ity”,”-ist”, “-ive”, “-ize”, “-able”, 

“-ion”, “-ism”, “-ship”, “-y”, “-en”, “-ing”, “-est”, and “-ful”. 

 The writer found six kinds of prefixes, and each prefix only can be 

attached to noun, verb, adverb and adjective. Prefixes in this data source 

formed verb from noun, adverb from adjective, adverb from noun, and 

noun from verb. And there are nineteen kinds of suffixes, and each 

suffix can only be attached to noun, verb, adverb, and adjective. 

Suffixes in this data source has some meanings, that are to form adverb 

from adjective, noun from verb, adverb from adjective, noun from 

adjective, adjective from verb, adjective from noun, verb from noun, 

adverb from noun, and verb from adjective.  

 Thus, the meaning of the affixes that is used in Tempo Magazine 

January 2013 edition shows the indicators of changing the class of 

category.  

 

 



 
  

2. Suggestion 

After drawing conclusions the writer gives some suggestion as 

follows: 

1. The analysis in this paper is limited. Therefore, the writer 

suggests the students of Department of English Education who 

are interested in this field to do further research, particularly 

about grammatical concern. 

2. The writer hopes this paper could be a reference for those who 

would like to conduct further research affixes. 

3. Last but not least, the writer fully realize that this paper is still 

far from being perfect, therefore any constructive criticism will 

be highly appreciated.  
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