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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Women should attain a higher quality of life, academically, 

economically, and socially. The struggle of women to gain equal rights in 

various fields has been started long ago. They are trying to deny any disparity 

based on the difference of the sexes. They are trying to abolish the privileges 

which are based on gender. The portion of women in politics is relatively low, 

whereas women voters nearly half of male voters. World politics are full of 

power, where the competition from the soft level to the strong level. 

Nowadays, many women participate in political world, moreover some of 

them success in their political career and become a leader.  

Leadership has always focused on primarily public life, which is 

dominated by men. Women have typically been relegated to the private sphere 

and have focused their attention on family and social relations. Feminism 

arose largely in male opposition to male dominated or masculinity forms of 

power, or patriarchy which relied primarily on domination (O’Connor, 

2010:3). 

The struggle of women in politics and their role as a leader is not 

running short. Over the last three decades women have entered many 

traditionally male domains of leadership, including politics and business in 

increasing numbers. According to Klenke (2004:7) “Women has served as 
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prime minister in England (Margaret Thatcher), India (Indira Gandhi), 

Pakistan (Benazir Bhutto), Israel (Golda Meir), and the Philliphines (Corazon 

Aquino).” According to Bogardus in Klenke (2004:7) says that 

Leadership is “both a personality phenomenon and a group 
phenomenon; it is also a social process involving a number of 
persons in mental contact in ones person assumes dominance 
over the others. It is the process in which activities of the 
many are organized to move specific direction by the one.  It 
is the process in which attitudes and values of the many may 
be changed by the one. It is the process in which at every 
stage the followers an influences, often a changing counter-
influence, upon the leaders.  
 

Many of the women who succeed in politics do not come from the 

influence of family or wealth she had. They managed to emerge as a leader 

who comes from an ordinary family, but has thought through the clever and 

brave male domination at the time. In England the struggle of women in 

entering politics had begun in 1926. 

The struggle of a woman to be a leader is reflected in The Iron Lady 

movie. The Iron Lady is an England movie that was released in 2011. The Iron 

Lady is a biographical movie based on the life of Margaret Thatcher directed 

by Phyllida Lloyd. Margaret Thatcher is one of most the influential women in 

the world. The story begins when an old woman, Margaret Thatcher acted by 

Meryl Streep bought milk at a shop. No one knew her even though she is a 

former British prime minister. Margaret Thatcher and then gone back home 

and mad hard-boiled eggs for her husband Denis, played by Jim Broadbent. 

Thatcher complained that the price of milk rose. Then the director brought the 
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viewer turned out to Thatcher apparently speak for themselves, and sometimes 

with her husband, Denis that had long dead. 

Then the director brought the viewer to a youth Thatcher who was 

trying to enter politics. At a banquet she introduced herself as the daughter of 

the Mayor of Grantham city who is an ordinary man and has particularly 

merchant stores. Thatcher also added that she has had a degree from Oxford 

University. Then there was a warm conversation about the state of the 

economy, leadership, and the role of women in social life. Then Margaret 

Thatcher 24-year-old outvoted to fight performance seats in parliament. Denis 

was present and explained that to enter the world of parliamentary is needed a 

little game. It is not enough of a child ordinary trader, but must come from a 

great businessman. But Thatcher explained that she did not want to be like 

other women who just washes, take care of household affairs, and take refuge 

under the rule of men. Woman's life should mean more than that. 

The viewer presented two sides of Thatcher's life during which she 

was successful in politics, winning the conservative party and be a member of 

parliament from Finchley, she had to leave her children because of her 

activity. Thatcher also presented how to argue with the greatness of her 

political opponents. Then her career continues to be the Minister of Education. 

And for the support of her political colleagues she decided to propose herself 

for a candidate for prime minister. And in 1979 she became the first female 

prime minister in the UK. 
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Then the viewer was brought back to the old Thatcher in which she 

argued with her husband, Denis in the imagination. Then, the story return to 

the Thatcher leadership that attempted to overcome the problem in the 

downfall of the England economic, war, and terrorism. And finally Thatcher’s 

leadership is falling; she decided to resign after eleven and a half years of her 

leadership period. The film closes with Thatcher’s effort to kill the 

imagination of her husband and her pass.  

Phyllida Lloyd was born on June 17, 1957 in Bristol, Great Britain. 

She was graduating from Birmingham University in 1979. She ever worked in 

BBC Television Drama before she decided to direct some drama and movie. 

Some of the drama that was directed by Lloyd is The Comedy of Error (1989), 

The Virtuoso (1991), and Pericles (1994). She also success in some movie, 

they are Gloriana for which she received an International Emmy, a FIPA 

d’Or, and the Royal Philarmonic Society Award, and then the ABBA musical 

Mamma Mia  (1999), Mary Stuart (2009), and The Iron Lady (2011). Oxford 

University named Phyllida Lloyd the Cameron Mackintosh Visiting Professor 

of Contemporary Theatre in 2006. In 2008, Lloyd also named one of the 101 

most influential gay and lesbian people in Britain by The Independent. The 

last, Lloyd was appointed as Commander of the Order of the British Empire 

(CBE) in the 2010 New Year Honors.  

This research is very interested to be conducted because: First, the 

researcher wants to share about the meaning of woman leadership to the other. 

This research will give more knowledge and open new perspective about 
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woman leadership as one of women’s competency that always questioned. It 

will help other people to learn how Margaret Thatcher exists in her politic 

career and succeed to be a leader in three periods. 

Second, this film shows at various conditions in England in 1928 that 

are interested to be analyzed. Woman condition in these eras can be used as a 

reference to know the women’s struggle in those eras. Third, there were many 

obstructions that should be faced by Margaret Thatcher in entering the politic 

world. Observing the personality of Margaret Thatcher’s character in the 

movie can add our knowledge how to be a great leader. The struggle of 

Margaret Thatcher entering the politic world and be a first prime minister in 

England is very interesting to know. The last reason is to contribute a 

theoretical framework in the research of literature in the English department. 

This research can inspire the other students to research about woman 

leadership. 

Feminist movement has brought many changes in women’s life. 

“Feminist” is a word gained widespread usage in the western world in the 

1890s. It has emerged at this time as a way to identify individuals who 

supported not merely an increased public role for women but also women’s 

right to define themselves as autonomous beings” (Mandell, 1995: 4). 

According to the American literary critic Bellhooks in Mandell (1995: 4) 

states “Feminism constitutes a social, economic, political commitment to 

eradicating race, class, and sexual domination and to recognizing society so 
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that individual self-development takes precedence over imperialism, economic 

expansion, and material desires”.  

From those reason above, the researcher is interested to entitle the 

research as the following: “Woman Leadership reflected in Phyllida Lloyd’s 

The Iron Lady Movie (2011): A Feminist Approach.”  

B. Previous Study 

       The study on The Iron Lady is first being conducted in this thesis due to 

its latest publication that is in 2012. The writer has researched through local 

and digital libraries and found none of it. Library of UGM, UNS, UNDIP, 

UNNES has reported zero call on the research of The Iron Lady. Thus, this 

study is first ever conducted at least in UMS.  

C. Problem Statement 

       Related to the title and the background of the study, the problem 

statement is “How is woman leadership reflected in Phyllida Lloyd’s The Iron 

Lady movie (2011)?” 

D. Limitation of the Study 

       The writer gives limitation of the problem with the major character 

Margaret Thatcher who has leadership role viewed from the feminist 

approach.  

E. Objective of the Study 

       Based on the problem statement mentioned above, the researcher has the 

following objectives:  
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1. To analyze woman leadership is reflected in The Iron Lady (2011) based 

on its structural element. 

2. To analyze woman leadership is reflected in The Iron Lady (2011) based 

on a Feminist Approach 

F. The Benefit of the Study 

       The benefits expected from this study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The study is projected to give movie contribution and information to the 

larger body of knowledge, particularly in the literary studies. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and experience of the 

researcher and other students at UMS or other universities interested in 

literary studies.  

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

       In this study the researcher applies qualitative research. The data 

sources are library and literary data. Its purpose is to analyze using 

feminist approach. The steps to conduct the researcher are as follows: 

 a. Determining the type of the study. 

 b. Determining the object of the study. 

 c. Determining data and data source. 

 d. Determining technique of data collection. 

 e. Determining technique of data analysis. 
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2. Object of the Study 

       The object of the study is The Iron Lady movie by Phyllida Lloyd and 

was first premiered in 2011 by Weinstein Company Studio.  

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

       There are two types of data, namely primary and secondary data, as 

follows: 

a. Primary Data 

The primary data source is the movie of The Iron Lady from Weinstein 

Company Studio.  

b. Secondary Data 

The secondary data sources are books or any information relation to 

the practice of woman leadership that support the feminist approach. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

        The techniques of data collection are as follows: 

a. Watching the movie repeatedly. 

b. Taking notes of important parts both primary and secondary data. 

c. Arranging the data into several groups based on its theoretical 

category. 

d. Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant for 

analysis. 

e. Drawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion.  
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5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

       In analyzing the data, the researcher applies a descriptive approach. 

The steps taken by the researcher in analyzing the data based on its 

structural elements. The focus will be paid to the structural analysis of the 

movie. The second step is analyzing the data based on feminist 

perspective. The focus will be paid to the meaning of woman leadership.  

H. Research Paper Organization 

       The organization of this research will be explained in order for the reader 

able to understand. This research paper organization is divided into six 

chapters. The first chapter is introduction dealing with background of the 

study, previous study, problem statement, limitation of the study, objectives of 

the study, benefits of the study, research method and paper organization. The 

second chapter presents the underlying theory, in this chapter the researcher 

explains the basic principle theory of Feminist used to analyze script movie. 

The third chapter contains the social background of English in the early 

twenty first century. The fourth chapter deals with the structural elements of 

script movie that consists of character and characterization, plot, point of 

view, setting of place and time, and theme. Feminist analysis will be put in the 

fifth chapter. The last chapter consists of a conclusion and suggestion. 

 


