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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Drama is character in action. Drama was firstly introduced by a Greek 

philosopher Aristotle.  The word drama means “to do” or “to act”. He also 

identified the element of drama such as plot, character, thought and spectacle 

(Worthen, 2010-xv). Reaske (1966:5) explains that drama is a work of 

literature which depictes life and human activity by means of presenting 

various actions. To analyze a drama in a study must be supported minimum by 

two elements, there are plot and character. Plot and character are two 

significant elements and needed in a story. Plot is the arrangement of the 

incidents or events in a story. Meanwhile, character is the player in the story. 

The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy for serious people in 

three acts by Oscar Wilde’s that was first published in 1956 by Orchises Press. 

This drama describes the situation of England society. The Importance of Being 

Earnest is about discrimination between upper class and lower class, and 

 Oscar Wilde’s comedic masterpiece about class and name-dropping. Wildes 

shows the hypocrisy around him with all his dishonesty, through funny, but 

sarcastic plays. Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest opened at the 

St. James’s Theatre in London on February 14, 1895 came at the height of 

Wilde’s success as a popular dramatist. Wildes performance only a month after 

His previous success, an Ideal Husband. This play has 31 pages, 3 scenes, and 
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3 acts. Setting this play, act I is in London and acts II and III take place in the 

Hertfordshire, a rural country not far from London. 

Oscar Wilde is a novelist, playwright, and poet who was born in 

Dublin, ireland on 16 October, 1854. He died on 30 november 1900 in Paris, 

Prancis. In the Victoria ages in London, wildes known for his flamboyant 

lifestyle and epigram as for his plays, poems, and fictions. he also known as 

one of the most famous writers. His first colllection, poem was published in 

1881. After his marriage with Constance Lloyd in 1884, he published a volume 

of poetry and one of children’s strories (1891). The most popular plays he 

wrote were Vera, or the Nihilists (1880), The Duches of Padua (1883), Lady 

Windermere’s Fan (1892), A Florentine Tragedy (La Sainte Courtisane 1893), 

A Woman of No Importance (1893), Salome (1894), An Ideal Husband (1895), 

The Importance of Being Earnest (1895), among his greatest, is considered the 

original modern comedy of manners. 

The story of The Importance of Being Earnest begins with Jack and 

Algernon, two characters who have different characteristics. Jack and Agly 

have been the double leading identity. Jack creates Ernest and Algernon creates 

Bunbury. Having two different names, they can do anything in two different 

places, in the town and in the country. Jack meets Gwendolen Fairfax, who is 

Algernon’s cousin. Both Algernoon and Gwendolen think that Jack’s name is 

Ernest. When Jack wishes to marry Gwendolyn, but Lady Bracknell, 

Gwendolen’s mother disapproves because his inability to define his family 

background.  Meanwhile, Agly goes to Hertfordshire, and comes to be 
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fictitious Ernest, where he meets Jack and Cecily. Agly considers as Ernest, 

Jack’s son. Finally Agly and Cecily fall in love. When Agly wishes to marry 

Cecily, Jack refuses to allow Algernon to marry Cecily. Jack meets with Miss 

Prims, Cecily’s teacher, he tells about Ernest, his son in London, that Ernest 

was died in Paris. In here, Jack meets Agly and confuses about this story. Then, 

Gwendolen goes to Herfordshire look for Jack. Cecily and Gwendolyn finally 

realize that Jack and Agly lied to them. They both use the name "Ernest" to 

attract women. Both Gwendolyn and Cecily sure that they can not possibly 

love someone whose name was not Earnest, which both Algy and Jack are not. 

Until finally Jack discoveres his real name, and family at the end.  

The public responses to this play are so fantastic. Public responses 

come from customer on a review by Jude Evans(Paperback). He said that this 

drama has been stated as the most perfect play Wilde wrote and also the best 

play of the 19th Century. He is always a delight to see Wilde’s plays, with that 

wit, style and sharpness, and those all important epigrams which are so 

characteristic of his works. He also said that doubles, confused identities, and a 

baby left in a handbag are just a few features of Wilde’s biting social comedy, 

where Algernon, John, Gwendolen and Cecily, as lovers, friends, brothers and 

all, engage in lively verbal sparring under the beady eye of Lady Bracknell. To 

play at that time, the average reader tends to lose references and irrelevant. Not 

so Earnest, due to the intellectual and imagination of the author of the play. 

The second response comes from Lawrance M. Bernabo. He said that this play 

is a comedy drama, although written in a style that makes it appear like an 
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upper class comedy and social satire, it expresses several powerful themes to 

support this drama. The Importance of Being Earnest will always be the most 

exciting drama of the play time which will continue to be produced. The 

subject of this drama that takes aim at self-righteous moralism and hypocrisy, 

the very aspects of Victorian society that would, in part, bring about Wilde’s 

downfall. This drama is a successful production, but doesn’t quite, especially 

the theme of the drama. The story showed the hypocrisy of the people in the 

Victoria age (http://www.thepublicreviews.com/the-importance-of-being-

earnest-%E2%80%93-birmingham-rep-at-the-old-rep-birmingham/). 

 

The Importance of Being Earnest is the critical version of the text of the 

production at the St. James’s Theatre in London, 1895, annotated and 

illustrated from contemporart sources and edited, it is text by Joseph Donohue 

and Ruth Berggren. This annoted edition of the play, with 158 contemporary 

illustrations. For sixty or seventy years after Wilde’s death, critics and 

audiences regarded The Importance of Being Earnest as a fun comedy but 

really satirize society at that time, a view that partly reflects the mindset of a 

period in which homosexuality remained a guarded topic.  

The Importance of Being Earnest is an interesting play. The story is an 

easy read. There are some points that make the writer be interested in analyzing 

this drama. The first point is characters in this drama. In The Importance of 

Being Earnest, Jack Worthing as a major character, and Algernon as a minor 

character. Both Jack and Algernon are two characters who have different 

characteristic. Each of them creates another character. The written gives major 

http://www.thepublicreviews.com/the-importance-of-being-earnest-%E2%80%93-birmingham-rep-at-the-old-rep-birmingham/
http://www.thepublicreviews.com/the-importance-of-being-earnest-%E2%80%93-birmingham-rep-at-the-old-rep-birmingham/
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character to keep the story line interesting, though the play described the 

hypocrisy of the people. 

The second point of interest in The Importance of Being Earnest is the 

plot of the drama. In the plot, characters are involved in conflict that has a 

pattern of movement. It starts by hiding their identity to make a woman fall in 

love and he dicoveres their real name and family at the end. 

The last point of interest is the identity of main characters especially the 

major character in The Importance of Being Earnest drama. Identity is person’s 

conception or expression of their individual. Identity in this drama desribes 

about the friendship of two societes bachelor in 1895 century. 

Based on the explanation above this play has an interesting story and 

moral value from the play. The writer will observe and analyze The Importance 

of Being Earnest  drama by using an individual psychological approach theory 

by Alfred Adler. Thus the writer takes a title: THE SEARCH FOR 

PERSONAL IDENTITY IN OSCAR WILDE’S THE IMPORTANCE OF 

BEING EARNEST (1895): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

PERSPECTIVE. 

 

B. Literature Review 

The writer takes previous study to support the writer’s study in order to 

show the originality of her study. The researcher is Linda Dewi (UMS, 2010) 

who wrote “Against Social Stratification in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of 

Being Earnest: A Marxist Approach”. Her analysis is how against social 
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stratification reflected on the play based on a marxist approach. The play is 

about discrimination between upper class and lower class, materialism, and 

social stratification which happens to someone’s life in the Victoria age in the 

late nineteenth century. The writer has similar object of the study is Oscar 

Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest drama. Meanwhile, the writer 

analyzes this play focusing on the character of the major characters by using an 

Individual Psychological Approach entitled The Search For Personal Identity 

in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest (1895): An Individual 

Psychological Perspective. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

After reading the story, the major problem is “How is the searching of 

self identity reflected in The Importance of Being Earnest drama written by 

Oscar Wilde’s?” 

 

D. Objective of the Study 

Based on problem statement above, the objectives of the study will be: 

1. To analyze the play based on the characters of the major characters. 

2. To analyze the play based on an individual psychological perspective. 

 

E. Limitation of the Study 

To carry out the study, the researcher will limit the study. The 

researcher only focuses on the one of the major character in The Importance of 
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Being Earnest drama written by Oscar Wilde’s based on an individual 

psychological perspective. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The benefits of this study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

  The result of the study is expexted to be able to give theoretical 

contribution in literary study, particularly the literary study on The 

Importance of Being Earnest written by Oscar Wilde’s uses the aplication 

of individual psychological perspective . 

2. Practical Benefit 

  To give better understanding of this play and to give additional 

knowledge about psychological theory in a literary work for other 

researchers or as the reference to the other researcher in analyzing The 

Importance of Being Earnest drama written by Oscar Wilde’s. 

 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

The researcher uses descriptive qualitative research. The research 

object in this study is Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest 

drama. 
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2. Object of the Study 

The object of this study is The Importance of Being Earnest drama 

(1895) written by Oscar Wilde’s. The play published 1896 is the object of 

the study. 

 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

This research uses descriptive qualitative research because it does 

not need a statistic analysis to explore the fact. This research, the 

researcher takes two kinds of data: 

a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data source is The Importance of Being Earnest 

drama written by Oscar Wilde, set in 1895 in London. 

b. Secondary Data Source 

The secondary data is taken from some books, author 

bibliography, articles, references and other matters which support. 

 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

Technique of data collection is library research done by collecting 

and selecting the primary and secondary data. The researcher takes the 

following steps: 

a. Reading the drama script repeatedly. 

b. Searching some data and information of the drama. 

c. Making notes of important part primary and secondary data source. 
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d. The determine the character that will be analyzed, and 

e. Classifying the data into groups according categories of elements of 

literary study. 

 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique of analyzing the data of the research is descriptive 

analysis. It is used to describe the element of the play and individual 

psychological perspective. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

In this research, the writer constructs this research paper into five 

chapters as follows. Chapter I is introduction consisting of background of the 

study, previous research, problem statement, limitation of the study, objective 

of the study, benefit of the study and research organization. Chapter II is 

underlying theory consisting of the notion of psychology, basic principles of 

individual psychology theory, and structural elements of the play. Chapter III 

is structural analysis of the play, which includes structural elements of the 

character and characterization, setting, plot, theme, and style.  Chapter IV will 

be individual psychological analysis of the play; it presents the application of 

underlying theory in analyzing the problem. The last is Chapter V, which 

deals with conclusion and suggestion. 

 


