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ABSTRACT 

 

The major problem of this study is to examine searching of personal 

identity is reflected in Oscar Wilde’s The Important of Being Earnest drama. The 

objective of this study of this study is to analyze the structural elements of the play 

and to analyze the character of The Important of Being Earnest based on 

individual psychological perspective. The research is conducted by using 

qualitative method. The writer uses two data sources namely primary and 

secondary data source. The primary data is The Important of Being Earnest 

drama written by Oscar Wilde. The secondary data sources are the other sources 

related to the analysis like some books author bibliography, articles, and 

references. The method of the data collection is library research. The technique of 

data analysis is descriptive analysis. Based on the research finding, it can be 

concluded that The Important of Being Earnest drama is Oscar Wilde’s literary 

work that tells us about the search for finding the real name of the character Jack 

Worthing. Jack’s character enacts a core role by virtue of his place in the social 

structure of his community, this role is central to his identity. 

 

Key words: Personal identity, The Important of Being Earnest, Individual 

Psychological Perspective 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Yurike_wini@ymail.com


 

 

3 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The Importance of Being Earnest is a comedy for serious people in 

three acts by Oscar Wilde‟s that was first published in 1956 by Orchises 

Press. This drama describes the situation of England society. The 

Importance of Being Earnest is about discrimination between upper class 

and lower class, and  Oscar Wilde‟s comedic masterpiece about class and 

name-dropping. Wildes shows the hypocrisy around him with all his 

dishonesty, through funny, but sarcastic plays. Oscar Wilde is a novelist, 

playwright, and poet who was born in Dublin, ireland on 16 October, 

1854. In the Victoria ages in London, wildes known for his flamboyant 

lifestyle and epigram as for his plays, poems, and fictions. he is also 

known as one of the most famous writers. The most popular plays he 

wrote were Vera, or the Nihilists (1880), The Duches of Padua (1883), 

Lady Windermere’s Fan (1892), A Florentine Tragedy (La Sainte 

Courtisane 1893), A Woman of No Importance (1893), Salome (1894), An 

Ideal Husband (1895), The Importance of Being Earnest (1895), among 

his greatest, is considered the original modern comedy of manners. 

This drama tells about the major character, Jack Worthing is forced to 

admit to living a double identity. Ernest is the name Jack goes by in 

London and Jack is the name in Hertfordshire. In fact, he uses the name 

"Ernest" to attract women. In the city, he assumes the identity of the 

libertine Ernest. In the Hertfordshire, meanwhile, he assumes a serious 

attitude for the benefit of his young ward, Cecily Cardew. Besides that, he 
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wants other person to think he adheres to such notions as duty, honorable, 

and respectability, but he hypocritically. When Jack wishes to marry 

Gwendolyn, but Lady Bracknell, Gwendolen‟s mother disapproves 

because his inability to define his family background.  Meanwhile, Agly 

goes to Hertfordshire, and comes to be fictitious Ernest, where he meets 

Jack and Cecily. Agly considers as Ernest, Jack‟s son. Finally Agly and 

Cecily fall in love. They have conflict about our identity. 

Then, Jack comes back to Hertfordshire and Jack meets with Miss 

Prims, Cecily‟s teacher, he tells about Ernest, his son in London, that 

Ernest was died in Paris. In here, Jack meets Agly and confuses about this 

story. Then, Gwendolen goes to Herfordshire look for Jack. Cecily and 

Gwendolyn finally realize that Jack and Agly lied to them. They both use 

the name "Ernest" to attract women. Both Gwendolyn and Cecily sure that 

they can not possibly love someone whose name was not Earnest, which 

both Algy and Jack are not. Until finally Jack discoveres his real name, 

and family at the end. 

The Tmportance of Being Earnest is an interesting play. The story 

is an easy read. There are some points that make the writer be interested in 

analyzing this drama. The first point is characters in this drama. In The 

Tmportance of Being Earnest, Jack Worthing as a major character, and 

Algernon as a minor character. Both Jack and Algernon are two characters 

who have different characteristic. Each of them creates another character. 
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The written gives major character to keep the story line interesting, though 

the play described the hypocrisy of the people. 

The second point of interest in The Tmportance of Being Earnest is 

the plot of the drama. In the plot, characters are involved in conflict that 

has a pattern of movement. It starts by hiding their identity to make a 

woman fall in love and he dicoveres their real name and family at the end. 

The last point of interest is the identity of main characters 

especially the major character in The Important of Being Earnest drama. 

Identity is person‟s conception or expression of their individual. Identity in 

this drama desribes about the friendship of two societes bachelor in 1895 

century. 

Knowing that the problem is the most part of research, the writer 

proposes the problem “how is the searching of self identity reflected in The 

Importance of Being Earnest drama written by Oscar Wilde‟s?”. Based on the 

problem statement above the objecives of the study are to analyze Wilde‟s 

The Importance of Being Earnest drama (1895) based on an individual 

psychological perspective. There are previous study that used by the writer on 

this object of study. The researcher is Linda Dewi (UMS, 2010) who wrote 

“Against Social Stratification in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being 

Earnest: A Marxist Approach”. Her analysis is how against social 

stratification reflected on the play based on a marxist approach. 

The word individual in its original Latin, individuus means 

indivisible, that term which cannot be divided (Hjelle and Ziegler, 
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1992:139). A term intended to emphasize holism. holism is a social and 

community psychology. Adler was an advocate for the prevention and 

emphasized the psychological training of parents, teachers, social workers, 

and more emphasized on democratic approaches that allow a child to use 

their power through reasoned decision. Individual psychological theory 

was first developed by Alfred Adler.  

Individual psychology is a science understanding of the behavior 

of every person experiences a fundamental attitude toward life. Individual 

Psychology has an important role as a way to understand human behavior, 

according to Adler (Ryckman, 1985:95). 

Adler‟s Individual Psychology describes the human being as a self 

consistent organism and unified. This self consistent and unified 

personality structure Adler designated as the individual's style of life, a 

concept which more than any other epitomizes his effort to deal with the 

human being as a totality (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992:139). In individual 

psychological, actually we learn about the basic principles of it, that each 

of the principle has different assumption. 

II. RESEARCH METHOD 

There are two data sources that are needed to do this research. 

They are primary data source and secondary data source. The primary data 

source is The Importance of Being Earnest drama written by Oscar Wilde, 

set in 1895 in London. While, the secondary data is taken from some 

books, author bibliography, articles, references and other matters which 

support. 
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The technique of data collection is library research, the steps are: 

reading the drama script repeatedly, searching some important 

information, taking some important notes, and classifying the data into 

groups according categories of elements of literary study. 

The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with the analysis elements of the drama and an individual 

psychological approach. 

III. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Oscar Wilde in The Importance of Being Earnest drama generally 

suggests that the feeling of honesty can drive people may do anything to 

reach his/her aim, but being honest is something hard to do. 

A. FINDINGS 

Here Adler‟s Individual Psychology Theory can be presented in 

six general headings: inferiority feeling and compensation, fictional 

finalism, striving for superiority, social interest, style of life, and 

creative power. Each of these items will be discussed as follow: 

1. Inferiority Feeling and Compensation 

The feeling of inferiority, Adler said as quoted in Hall and 

Lindzey (1985:147), is quite normal. Feelings of inferiority arise 

directly as we face new and unfamiliar tasks that must be mastered. 

In The Importance of Being Earnest drama, Jack Worthing as 

the major character has to face his inferiority feelings. The inferiority 

feeling of Jack Worthing appears when Jack Worthing gets difficulty 
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in searching the father‟s Christian name. He feels inferior for not 

knowing the real identity. He tried to trace his identity so that he 

could identify himself. After Jack Worthing finds true identity and 

Jack's real name is still not resolved, he remembers that he has old 

military records on his book shelves then he asks Lady Bracknell 

about his including christening. Fortunately, Jack examines the army 

lists and discovers that his father‟s name and Jack‟s father‟s 

Christian names turn out to have been “Ernest John”. He learns that 

his name has actually been Ernest the entire time. 

Jack.  His name would appear in the Army Lists of the 

period, I suppose, Aunt Augusta? 

  

Lady Bracknell.  The General was essentially a man of 

peace, except in his domestic life.  But I have no doubt his 

name would appear in any military directory. 

 

Jack.  The Army Lists of the last forty years are here.  These 

delightful records should have been my constant study.  

[Rushes to bookcase and tears the books out.]  M. Generals . . 

. Mallam, Maxbohm, Magley, what ghastly names they 

have—Markby, Migsby, Mobbs, Moncrieff!  Lieutenant 

1840, Captain, Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel, General 1869, 

Christian names, Ernest John.  [Puts book very quietly down 

and speaks quite calmly.]  I always told you, Gwendolen, my 

name was Ernest, didn‟t I?  Well, it is Ernest after all.  I mean 

it naturally is Ernest. 

(TIBE, Act III, Page 72) 

 

2. Fictional Finalism 

Adler‟s fictional finalism concept is originated from Hanz 

Vaihinger‟s book, published a book entitled The philosophy of „as 

if‟; Vaihinger believes that fictions are ideas that have no real 

existence (Feist, 1985:65). Adler adopted this concepts and came to 
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the conclusion that‟s no one various striving without the idea of 

goals. Each individual has the power to create a personalized 

fictional goal (Ryckman, 1985:98). 

Miss Prism is Cecily‟s governess, she hides a secret, 28 years 

before she lost a baby. Jack′s true identity is only revealed at the end 

of the play when Lady Bracknell discovers that Miss Prism, the 

former governess, has lived with Jack for many years. Both women 

are the keys to Jack′s identity. In fact that Jack did not know who he 

was, can be seen as a sign of a missing identity. Always looking for 

his true identity and seeking for his own familiar background, might 

have been a reason for his unconcerned double life. 

Miss Prism.  [Still more indignant.]  Mr. Worthing, there is 

some error.  [Pointing to Lady Bracknell.]  There is the lady 

who can tell you who you really are. 

 

Jack.  [After a pause.]  Lady Bracknell, I hate to seem 

inquisitive, but would you kindly inform me who I am? 

 

Lady Bracknell.  I am afraid that the news I have to give you 

will not altogether please you.  You are the son of my poor 

sister, Mrs. Moncrieff, and consequently Algernon‟s elder 

brother. 

(TIBE, Act III, Page 71) 

 
3. Striving for Superiority 

Each individual has a striving for superiority. It is to make a 

better to solved the problem. Hjelle and Ziegler (1992:143) quotes 

that Adler holds that inferiority feelings are the source of all human 

striving toward self-expansion, growth, and competence.  
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The striving for superiority is finding the real name. Lady 

Bracknell asks Miss Prism severely about the whereabouts of a 

certain baby that Miss Prism was supposed to have taken for a walk 

twenty-eight years ago. Lady Bracknell proceeds to recount the 

circumstances of the baby‟s disappearance. 

Jack.  [Who has been listening attentively.]  But where did 

you deposit the hand-bag? 

 

Miss Prism.  Do not ask me, Mr. Worthing. 

(TIBE, Act III, Page 69) 

 
4. Social Interest 

Social interest reflects Adler‟s firmly believe that humans are 

social creatures that we should develop communication relate to 

others and to the larger socio cultural context (Hjelle and 

Ziegler,1992:147). 

Social interest in The Importance of Being Earnest drama 

occurs when Jack Worthing has a double identity in Victorian 

society, then he is deceiving his friends and family. Until, he finds 

his father‟s Christian name. His father‟s Christian name is Ernest 

John. It means his real name is Ernest. 

Jack.  The Army Lists of the last forty years are here.  These 

delightful records should have been my constant study.  

[Rushes to bookcase and tears the books out.]  M. Generals . . 

. Mallam, Maxbohm, Magley, what ghastly names they 

have—Markby, Migsby, Mobbs, Moncrieff!  Lieutenant 

1840, Captain, Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel, General 1869, 

Christian names, Ernest John.  [Puts book very quietly down 

and speaks quite calmly.]  I always told you, Gwendolen, my 

name was Ernest, didn‟t I?  Well, it is Ernest after all.  I mean 

it naturally is Ernest. 
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 (TIBE, Act III, Page 65) 

 

5. Style of Life 

Style of life includes unique pattern of traits, behaviors, and 

habits, when taken together, it defines the existence of one's own, 

according to Adler (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992:144). 

In The Importance of Being Earnest drama, Jack Worthing 

has personal characteristic that reveals his style of life. He is never 

surrender to search the true identity. 

Jack.  On the contrary, Aunt Augusta, I‟ve now realised for 

the first time in my life the vital Importance of Being Earnest. 

(TIBE, Act III, Page 66)  

 

Jack Worthing is a kind man. He saves his family. Jack 

Worthing is one who holds responsible for his cousin, Cecily. He 

always protects Cecily. Algernon wants to marry Cecily but Jack 

Worthing can not approve Algernon to marry Cecily. 

Jack.  Oh, that is all right.  Cecily is not a silly romantic girl, 

I am glad to say.  She has got a capital appetite, goes long 

walks, and pays no attention at all to her lessons. 

 

Algernon.  I would rather like to see Cecily. 

 

Jack.  I will take very good care you never do.  She is 

excessively pretty, and she is only just eighteen. 
(TIBE, Act I, Page 21) 
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6. Creative Power 

The creative self is a concept introduced by Adler as a way to 

disassociate from the traditional stimulus response explanation 

for human behavior (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992:150). 

The creative power in The Importance of Being Earnest 

drama occurs when Jack Worthing finds the real name. Miss Prism 

has deep dark secrets. Almost twenty eight years ago during her 

daily walk, she mistakenly put baby Jack in her handbag and the 

novel in the stroller. She dropped off the handbag at Victoria Station, 

the Brighton line. Jack produces the very same handbag.  

Jack.  [Rushing over to Miss Prism.]  Is this the hand-bag, 

Miss Prism?  Examine it carefully before you speak.  The 

happiness of more than one life depends on your answer. 

(TIBE, Act III, Page 63) 

 

B. DISCUSSION 

The analysis of the major character in The Importance of Being 

Earnest drama shows the search for personal identity. The search for 

personal identity is seldom to be done by human. Through the major 

character the drama gives important contribution about search for 

personal identity that can be analyzed based on Adler‟s theory of 

individual psychology. There are some factors which influence how the 

searching of personal identity in The Importance of Being Earnest 

drama. The major character Jack Worthing has ambitions to search for 

personal identity. 
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Through The Importance of Being Earnest drama, Oscar Wilde 

shows the major character Jack Worthing in this play gives good ability 

to human that the life is changeable. Throughout the story Jack is 

deceitful by pretending to be Ernest and lying about his origins. 

Bunburying all the time lets Jack have fun while he is doing it, but he 

almost lost the love of his life by trying to be Ernest. 

Through The Importance of Being Earnest drama Jack Worthing 

shows stages of the search for personal identity. The search for personal 

identity is not easy, because it takes time and process by which a person 

is identical with himself/herself. The person would do various things to 

say identical with himself/herself. In the play, Jack Worthing was found 

at Victoria station as an infant, in hand bag. When Miss Prims hides a 

secret, 28 years before she lost a baby but he does not know the 

whereabouts of the baby.  Then, Lady Bracknell informs Jack that he is 

the son of her sister, Algernon‟s older brother. After he finds the truth 

identity. Jack Worthing gets difficulty in searching the father‟s 

Christian name 

Based on the individual psychological perspective analysis 

above, the influence of alone background  gives birth to feeling toward 

fictional finalism. In The Importance of Being Earnest drama Jack 

Worthing is an individual who strives for problematical situation and 

able to solve the problem. He never give up about his problem. It shows 

that ambition to reach the goals is firstly infuenced by his fictional 
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finalism. Jack Worthing‟ character can be categorized into the socially 

useful type. As a reason he is as an individual who stuggles to solve his 

problem and never give up in solving the problem. 

IV. CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS 

After analyzing The Importance of Being Earnest drama using 

individual psychological perspective, the writer draws the following 

conclusion. Based on the structural analysis, it is evident that in this play, 

Oscar Wilde wants to say that people tend to find out their own personal 

identity. Oscar Wilde makes the major character not know his past and not 

know his true identity. Oscar Wilde‟s looking for his true identity and his 

own familiar background might have been a reason for his unconcerned 

double life. Then, he tried to trace his identity so that he could identify 

himself and his position in society. Then, based on individual 

psychological perspective, it is evident that in this play, Oscar Wilde 

illustrates individual psychological phenomenon in which the major 

character feels inferior for not knowing the real identity. In the story, 

Oscar Wilde makes Jack Worthing as a man who has not personal identity. 

Jack Worthing has been a double identity in his life. In The Importance of 

Being Earnest drama Jack Worthing reflects the major character‟s on 

search personal for his identity.  

The implication of this research for English teaching is to show the 

students that there is a moral value dealing with human‟s daily life, namely 

honesty. The students may do anything to reach his/her aim, but being 
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honest is something hard to do. He/she may be smart to conceal a 

falsehood, but it would be revealed eventually. 
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