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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Everyone around the world wants to get safe life. People will do 

anything to reach the happy and safe life. Great determination is required to 

create a comfortable life. Many people in the world can reach the successful 

life. In http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomasfull121924.html, 

Thomas Fuller states that an invincible determination can accomplish almost 

anything and in this lies the great distinction between great men and little 

men. Including the struggle to be alive whether in bad or good situation, 

humans are the greatest creature that exist in this world. People live in this 

world not only about today, but also tomorrow, next week, next year, later, 

and end of time. So, the great power and determination are needed to make it 

real. Many people think that safe life is the most important thing in them, 

without safe life people can not do any activities well. Thus, every people 

should have great determination to be alive and ignore anything that hinders 

them. 

The great determination to be alive is delineated in this movie by 

portraying the characters of John Ottway and the other survivors in several 

dangerous conditions. The survivors show many struggles to survive within 

many threats from the dangerous surrounding. The extremely cold weather, 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomasfull121924.html
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wolves attack, and any diseases are the most harmful things that should be 

faced by the survivors. The Grey movie took place in Alaska that has extreme 

weather and there are many wild wolves in several places, these conditions 

make the great determination to be alive in this movie is shown perfectly and 

naturally. 

The Grey is a 2012 American thriller film directed by Joe Carnahan 

and starring Liam Neeson, Frank Grillo and Dermot Mulroney. It is based on 

the short story Ghost Walker by Ian MacKenzie Jeffers, who also co-wrote 

the screenplay with Carnahan. The story follows a number of men stranded in 

Alaska after a plane crash, who are forced to survive using little more than 

their wits, as a pack of wolves stalk them during mercilessly cold weather. 

John Ottway works in Alaska killing the wolves that threaten an oil 

drilling team. On his last day on the job, Ottway writes a letter to his wife 

Ana who has left him and he plans to commit suicide. Ottway sets the 

survivors to task collecting material for a fire. He sees a woman in need of 

help, but finds her being eaten by a gray wolf who also attacks Ottway. He is 

rescued by the others and explains that they are most likely in the wolves' 

territory. After starting a fire, the survivors take turns keeping watch. While 

urinating, Hernandez is killed by a wolf. The remaining survivors find his 

body in the morning and Ottway suggests they leave the crash site because 

they are wide open to attack. Diaz questions Ottway's leadership and begins 

defying his orders. While hiking across the snow, Flannery falls behind and is 

killed by three wolves. The remaining survivors continue on and make camp 
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in the woods, where tension between Ottway and Diaz comes to a head as the 

survivors create makeshift weaponry. Diaz threatens Ottway with his knife, 

but is disarmed by Ottway. The survivors meet the alpha male wolf, who 

sends an omega male to test Diaz.  

Then the group stops to build a campfire at night and they start a 

conversation. The group bonds over personal stories. A blizzard approaches 

and they try to preserve the campfire to prevent hypothermia. Despite their 

best efforts, Ottway finds Burke's frozen lifeless body in the morning. Further 

in their travels, the survivors come across a high canyon wall within which, 

screened by trees, they identify a river. Hendrick jumps to the trees to secure 

a line as a means of traverse. Diaz and Ottway make it across the line to join 

Hendrick, but Talget who is afraid of heights, loses his glasses on the way 

and freezes out of fear. He reluctantly continues across, but soon finds his 

injured hand has begun bleeding and he gets caught up in the makeshift rope. 

While attempting to save Talget, Diaz falls from the tree and injures his knee. 

The three remaining survivors continue their trek and make it to the 

river, but an exhausted Diaz can make it no further, preferring to stay and die 

than go on. Ottway and Hendrick continue, but are soon chased by wolves 

again. Fleeing, Hendrick falls in the river and he gets his foot stuck between 

underwater rocks. Ottway jumps into the river to attempt to save him but 

Hendrick drowns in the river. Freezing and alone, Ottway then curses God 

and asks for His help with no response.  
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Ottway continues on without his wet coat but he is eventually dazed from 

hypothermia taking effect. He then stops and pulls out each wallet collected 

from the dead, examines the mementos they contain, and places them in a pile 

on the snow, adding his own wallet as well. Suddenly, a pack of wolves 

surrounds him, leading Ottway to discover that he has walked right into their 

den. He is soon spotted by the alpha wolf and realizes that it is female while 

the other pack members back off. Ottway sees another vision of his wife, 

which now reveals that she was dying on a hospital bed, and suggests the 

reason for his earlier attempted suicide. Deciding to make a stand, he tapes 

broken miniature alcohol bottles to his fist and a knife to his other hand. He 

recites his father's poem aloud to himself, then charges the alpha wolf before 

the screen goes black. In a post-credits scene, the back of Ottway's head is 

seen laying on the side of the presumably dying Alpha wolf's stomach. 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Grey_%28film%29) 

This movie is directed by Joseph Aaron "Joe" Carnahan who was 

born on May 9th 1969, he is an American independent film director, 

screenwriter, producer and actor best known for his films Blood, Guts, Bullets 

and Octane, Narc, Smokin' Aces, The A-Team, and The Grey. He is the 

brother of screenwriter Matthew Michael Carnahan. He rose in Michigan and 

Northern California; Carnahan became employed in the promotional 

department of Sacramento's KMAX-TV, producing short films and television 

spots.  
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His careers started in 1998 he won some cult and critical acclaim for 

his film Blood, Guts, Bullets and Octane which premiered in September 1997 

at the New York's Independent Feature Film Market and later at the 1998 

Sundance Film Festival. He directed the 2002 Detroit set thriller Narc, 

starring Ray Liotta and Jason Patric. At one point he was solicited to direct 

Mission: Impossible III, produced by Tom Cruise and Paula Wagner (who 

also executive produced Narc), however he subsequently left the production 

due to conflicting views on the tone of the film. It was also announced in 

October 2005 Carnahan would be directing a film based on the life of 

convicted drug dealer Will Wright, but the project seems to be abandoned. 

His next film, Smokin' Aces, was produced in 2006 and released in 

January 2007. He also co-wrote the screenplay of Pride and Glory, released 

in 2008 nearly a year behind schedule. He is also attached to direct an 

adaptation of James Ellroy's novel White Jazz with George Clooney 

producing and starring, but Clooney later pulled out from the production. He 

was also set to direct Mark Bowden's book Killing Pablo, but there is no set 

release date for the film. Most recently, Carnahan penned Remarkable 

Fellows for Universal and is writing the action science fiction piece Cobalt 

with good friend and actor Brian Bloom. Both Bloom and Carnahan were 

then hired by Fox for the revamping of their long-gestating A-Team project, 

based on the hit '80's television series. Carnahan directed the film. He directed 

the 2012 thriller The Grey, starring Liam Neeson. He may direct the film 
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adaption of the Garth Ennis graphic novel Preacher. 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joe_Carnahan) 

In this research the writer has four reasons that make this movie 

interesting and challenging to be analyzed. The first reason is the movie genre 

is based on the great determination to be alive from a man who has to face 

dangerous situation which can treat his life. His struggle to be alive is very 

fantastic. He ignores his wounds, injuries, or even great blizzard. In his brain 

is only a faith about his love for his wife. The character of John Ottway is 

wonderful, he can lead such people to survive in that bad condition.  

Second is the amazing character of this movie. Basically, this movie 

has major character especially John Ottway which is acted by Liam Neeson. 

He is deft and strong man. He has large struggle to defend his life from the 

unfortunate situation. He must face the treat of attack from the wolf, also fight 

to survive in the extreme weather even in a blizzard. He also has to lead their 

friends to survive. His faith on his life is very amazing; he does not care about 

the obstacle that will appear in his journey to get back home.  

Third, the visual effect which is used to present this movie seems 

like the reality. This movie can make the audiences feel the real situation 

which is experienced by the actor in this movie. Every scene in this movie 

shows the horrifying moments which have to be watched. The director of this 

movie Joe Carnahan can make the great visualization within this movie so 

that this movie can be enjoyed easily. 
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Then the last reason the writer chooses to analyze this movie is the 

storyline of this movie is interesting to be followed and it is presented with 

great effect by the director. This storyline of this movie is challenging the 

writer to analyze deeper about the determination to be alive itself. This movie 

storyline has some moral value which is important, such as the great 

determination to be alive although the possibility to be alive is just a bit, 

because life is very essential and worthy to be maintained.  

According the previous background, the writer will analyze The 

Grey movie by using a Psychoanalytic Approach which emphasizes on the 

John Ottway’s great determination to be alive in several dangerous situation. 

The writer will analyze about the structure of personality from the Major 

character by using theory of psychoanalytic by Sigmund Freud which consists 

of three parts, id, ego, and superego. The writer catches so much interesting 

on the major character, John Ottway who has great passion to be alive by 

facing many dangerous situations. It can be analyzed by using psychoanalytic 

approach, because this major character shows the psychology which has some 

sides. 

Based on the previous reasons, the writer will observe The Grey 

movie (2012) as a project to analyze, and arrange a title of the paper GREAT 

DETERMINATION TO BE ALIVE OF JOHN OTTWAY IN JOE 

CARNAHAN’S THE GREY MOVIE (2012): A PSYCHOANALYTIC 

APPROACH 
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B. Literature Review 

The Grey is an interesting movie, and as far as the writer knows that 

this is the first research that analyzes this movie. The researcher did not find 

any kinds researches that analyze this movie before whether in 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta and Surakarta region 

C.  Problem Statement 

Based on the title and the background of the study, the researcher 

considers the problem statement as follow: “How is the great determination to 

be alive reflected in the major character in The Grey movie by Joe 

Carnahan?” 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In this study, the researcher will focus on the analysis great 

determination to be alive of John Ottway as the main character in The Grey 

movie based on Psychoanalytic Approach. 

E. Objective of the Study 

 Based on the problem statement, the researcher proposed the 

objective of the study as follows: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of the movie 

2. To analyze the great determination to be alive of the major character John 

Ottway in The Grey movie based on Psychoanalytic Approach. 
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F. Benefit of the Study 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The study is hoped to give significant information that can be used by the 

other literature researchers who are interested in analyzing The Grey 

movie, especially by using Psychoanalytic Approach. 

2. Practical Benefit 

To increase the researcher’s knowledge about literary work especially in 

understanding the movie related to the aspect of psychoanalytic. 

G. Research Method  

1. Type of the Study 

In this study, the researcher uses the descriptive qualitative research. 

It is library research while data source is using literary data. It purposes to 

analyze the movie applying psychoanalytic approach. The steps to conduct 

this research are (1) determining the type of research, (2) determining the 

object of the study, (3) determining data and data source, (4) determining 

technique of data collecting, and (5) determining technique of data analysis. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is The Grey Movie directed by Joe Carnahan 

and produced in Liddell Entertainment Studio.  

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two sources of data in this study namely primary data and 

secondary data. 
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a. Primary data source, the primary data is The Grey movie directed by Joe 

Carnahan. 

b. The secondary data are taken from other sources like essay, comments, 

critics, author’s biography, internet, etc. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

In this study, technique of data collection is the library research. The 

steps in this library research are as follows: 

a. Watching the movie repeatedly 

b. Taking notes of information in both, primary and secondary data 

c. Arranging the data into several parts based on its clarification 

d. Analyzing the data 

e. Drawing conclusion based on the analyzing data 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The first step in analyzing the data in this study is clarifying the 

obtained data by selecting the necessary one. The second step is analyzing 

data based on psychoanalytic theory of Sigmund Freud.  

H. Paper Organization 

This research paper is divided into five chapters. Chapter One is 

introduction, involves background of the study, literature review, problem 

statement, limitation of the study, objective of the study, research method and 

paper organization. Chapter Two is underlying theory, which contains the 

notion of psychoanalytic theory, structure of personality and theoretical 

application. Chapter Three is structural analysis, which contains character and 
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characterization, setting, plot, point of view, theme, Mise-en-Scene, 

cinematography, sound, editing, casting and discussion. Chapter Four is 

psychoanalytic analysis and chapter Five is conclusion and suggestion. 


