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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A.  Background of the Study 

    According the writer, childhood is the period for having a play, a period of 

growth, full of curiosity, and the time when they begin puberty. The age of the 

childhood is about 6-12 years old. When human in that period, they want to learn 

about him and the world outside. During his growth, he will get the changing of 

the way of thinking and attitude. Both them reflected into the daily activities 

through what they are going to do and how they learn to understand something. 

The mature man cannot understand the unique thinking and attitude of the 

childhood. They learn though playing or adventuring. Therefore, that is why 

childhood more enjoys what they do than the old man. Being childhood is the 

process to be an adult man to be able reach the stage of life. 

  The transition of childhood passed by some experiences of what they 

doing in life. They can learn through their experience to reflect action and what 

they think about. Being childhood cannot be called the lower class because it is 

the step to aim the next stage. Every man is in this stage before they becomes an 

adult. The term of childhood explained by Chris Jenks  that “childhood is not even 

different enough to specify a mode of experience that is peculiar to certain groups 

of people; it is what everyone does or has done at a stage in their lives. Beyond 

this, childhood is a transitory disregarded on our way to achieving our proper 

destiny: adult rational life”. (Jenks, 2005:53). 
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   Another says that childhood is the process of mentality changing. We can 

see the differences between childhood and an adult from the physical appearance. 

Meanwhile, childhood can be recognized by the age. Therefore, many people have 

their own interpretation about the constraint of childhood. According to Julia 

Fionda “Childhood may be seen as a biological or psychological phase of life 

somewhere between infancy and adulthood”. (Fionda, 2001:3). While Leira and 

Saraceno said that “Childhood is a social construction, it is an interpretive frame 

for understanding the early years of human life, and that biological immaturity 

rather than childhood is a universal and natural feature of human populations”. 

(Leira and Saraceno, 2008:368) 

     Hugo movie (2011) is an adventure American 3D movie published by 

Paramount Picture and directed by Martin Scorsese. The screenplay of this movie 

is written by John Logan. This movie adapted from the novel of The Invention of 

Hugo Cabret written by Brian Selznick. Brian Selznick is an author, he was born 

in New Jersey. He had written several books entitled The Houdini Box, The Boy of 

a Thousand Faces, and The Invention of Hugo Cabret which won the Caldecott 

Medal in 2008. He also has illustrated many books of children such as Frindle by 

Andrew Clements, The Doll People by Ann Martin and Laura Godwin, Amelia 

and Eleanor Go for a Ride by Pam Muñoz Ryan and The Dinosaurs of 

Waterhouse Hawkins by Barbara Kerley, which received a 2001 Caldecott Honor.  

  Hugo movie (2011) was directed by Martin Scorsese. He was born on 

November 17, 1942 in New York. Martin Scorsese grew up in New York City.  

He is one of the well-known American director. He is not only the famous director 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Scorsese
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but also the producer and actor. He has directed many movies and won many 

awards. He has begun his career in 60’s up to the 21st century. Hugo movie is the 

first 3D movie directed by Martin Scorsese. His Hugo  movie won five Oscars in 

the category of the best cinematography, best sound editing, best sound mixing, 

best visual effects, and the best of art direction  in Academy Award (2012). 

Martin Scorsese also won as the best director in Australian Academy of Cinema 

and Television Arts Awards.  

  The characters of Hugo movie (2011) are Asa Butterfield as Hugo Cabret, 

Chloe Grace Moretz as Isabelle, Jude Law as Hugo’s Father, Ben Kingsley as 

Pappa Georges/Georges Méliès, Sacha Baron Cohen as Station Inspector, etc. In 

1931, a 12 years old boy named Hugo Cabret who lives in the wall of Paris’s 

station. He is an orphan boy, his father died caused of fire in museum. Then, he 

lives with his uncle who is a drunk. He lives and keeps the gigantic clock in the 

busy Paris’s station secretly. After his uncle died caused of overdoses in drunk, he 

lives alone there. He is scare to go out from the wall of the station because he has 

not had family.  

  His father gave him a mysterious automaton. Hugo has the curiousness of 

the automaton and he starts to learn how to fix it through read the mini guiding 

book. He looks to the antique and traditional shop from his hiding place. To get 

the mechanical supplement, he steals it from the toyshop but unfortunately he 

caught by the owner, Georges Méliès. Then, he takes Hugo’s notebook that 

includes some clues to fix it the automaton. Hugo follows Georges until his home 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_AACTA_International_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1st_AACTA_International_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georges_M%C3%A9li%C3%A8s
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and he wants his notebook carried back to him. George says that he will burn his 

notebook because Hugo steals machine from his shop.   

  In the process of his reparation, he meets Isabelle who is a part of the 

mysterious automaton. Hugo starts to go out from his secret place to find the clue 

of the mysterious automaton though it will make him in unsafe condition. The 

inspector of the station will bring him to the place for the walk-boy because he 

does not have family and clear identity. His conflict to the shopkeeper brings him 

to the bright situation in his reparation to the automaton later.  

  In getting one part of the machine, Hugo begins his adventure to solve the 

puzzle in automaton. Actually, the shopkeeper who was the well-known director 

of the magic comedy movie long time ago, Georges Méliès. He has the key of the 

automaton. The automaton brings Hugo Cabret to the bright life and he has 

identity after he got the child confession from Georges Méliès after Hugo tried to 

support Georges Méliès to get up again for his successful in directing movie in the 

war period. 

Hugo movie (2011) was made in the UK and released in United States on 

November 23, 2011. The genre of this movie is adventure or fantasy and has 127 

minutes duration. This movie sets in Montparnasse Paris Station at the turn of the 

20th century. GK Films acquired the screen rights to The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret shortly after the book was published in 2007. Hugo was filmed at 

London’s Shepperton Studios as well as on locations in London, Paris and 

the Nene Valley Railway near Peterborough, who also loaned their 

original Compagnie Internationale des Wagons-Lits rolling stock to the studio. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graham_King
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Invention_of_Hugo_Cabret
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Invention_of_Hugo_Cabret
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shepperton_Studios
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nene_Valley_Railway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peterborough
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Compagnie_Internationale_des_Wagons-Lits
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The film's soundtrack includes an Oscar-nominated original score composed 

by Howard Shore.  

Hugo was available in a three-disc Blu-ray 3D/Blu-ray/DVD combo pack, 

as well as a two-disc Blu-ray/DVD combo pack, each of which boast nearly an 

hour of behind-the-scenes special features. Martin Scorsese has won Academy 

Award, Palme d'Or, Emmys,Golden Globes, BAFTAs, and DGA Awards.  

After the writer watched the Hugo film, the researcher is interested in 

analyzing this movie. There are fifth reasons the researcher analyzes the Hugo 

film by Martin Scorsese. The first reason is Hugo film shows the reality, 

imagination, childhood, curiousness of Hugo’s life to be able solve the puzzle in 

automaton. His curiousness shows that actually people have feeling to find out 

something that make them want to know about it. The second reason is Hugo film 

has the best cinematography category, best art direction, best visual effect, best 

sound editing, etc. Hugo also won two BAFTAs and was nominated for three 

Golden Globe Awards, earning Scorsese his third Golden Globe Award for Best 

Director. It means that this movie is proper to analyze. The third reason is the 

writer wants to analyze the childhood reflected in Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie 

until the end of the movie. The fourth reason is the writer will be a teacher later 

and this project is essential to be carried out in more widen, extensive, spacious, 

inside or outside area and also give insertion more experience and knowledge to 

her. Therefore, she can apply her knowledge in useful thing outside. The last 

reason is to enhance the literature research framework in English Education 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Shore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palme_d%27Or
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmy_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Golden_Globe_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Academy_Film_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Directors_Guild_of_America_Award
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Department. Hopefully, it can be useful for the readers, leave nice impression, and 

build a new inspiration for them. 

Encouraged by all of facts clarified above the writer entitles this research 

paper: “CHILDHOOD REFLECTED IN MARTIN SCORSESE’S HUGO 

MOVIE (2011): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH” 

B. Literature Review 

After the writer has looked for several literature reviews in 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta and in University in Central Java at least, 

she has not found the research about Hugo movie done by the other researcher. So 

that the writer cannot compare this research with other research because this is the 

first study of Hugo movie. The writer uses Individual Psychological approach to 

analyze the data and using of Hugo movie as an object. The writer analyzes 

“Childhood Reflected in Martin Scorsese’s Hugo Movie (2011): An Individual 

Psychological Approach”. 

C.  Problem Statement 

Based on the reason in the background of the study, the writer proposes 

the problem statement as follows: “How is childhood reflected in Martin 

Scorsese’s Hugo movie (2011)?” 

D.  Objective of the Study 

After formulating the problem statement above, the researcher has the 

following objectives: 

1.  To analyze Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie based on the structural 

elements on the movie. 
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2.  To describe childhood reflected in Martin Scorsese’s  Hugo movie based 

on Individual Psychological approach. 

E.  Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses her research in analyzing childhood reflected in 

Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie (2011) based on Adler’s theory of Individual 

Psychological. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The writer really hopes that her research has some benefits. The research 

divided into theoretical and practical benefit, they are as follows. 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. Students of English Department 

This study gives new reference to them and hopes it can help the 

readers to understand and enrich the readers’ knowledge especially in 

the literary study of Hugo movie.  

b. Lecturers 

This research will add new information that can help lecturer to teach 

literature especially in understanding individual psychological for the 

students and give some contributions to enlargement the study in Hugo 

movie. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

a. Other Researcher 

This research can be used as an additional reference for the next 

researcher, especially those who are interested in the study of 

individual psychological in Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie. 

G. Research Method 

  The research method of this study is elaborated into five elements, namely: 

(1) type of the study, (2) type of the data and the data source, (3) object of the 

study, (4) techniques of collecting, (5) techniques of analyzing data. The 

enlightenment of each branch will be discussed further below: 

1.  Type of the Study 

In doing this research, the writer uses type of descriptive qualitative for her 

research on Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie (2011). She takes qualitative research 

because the writer intends to analyze Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie based on the 

structural elements on the movie and describe childhood reflected in Martin 

Scorsese’s  Hugo movie based on individual psychological approach. 

2.  Type of the Data and the Data Source 

a.  Type of the Data 

The data of this study are image and text in Hugo movie by Martin 

Scorsese. It can be image in each scene of movie and text of manuscript in Hugo 

movie. 
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b.  The Data Source 

 1) The primary data source is the movie and manuscript of Hugo 

movie directed and produced by Paramount Pictures. 

 2) The secondary data sources are the books or e-books, journals, 

internet and other sources that sustain the analysis. 

3.  Object of the Study 

  The object of this study is Hugo movie directed by Martin Scorsese and 

was premiered by Paramount Pictures in 2011. It is analyzed by using individual 

psychological approach. 

4.  Techniques of the Data Collection 

The writer uses note-taking and image-capturing as the method of 

collecting data in this research. The step are as follows: 

a.  Watching the Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie repeatedly. 

 b.  Reading the manuscript text of Martin Scorses’s Hugo movie.  

 c.  Arranging the data into several groups based on its theoretical 

category. 

 d.  Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant for 

analysis. 

 e.  Taking-note of the essentials of text manuscript of Martin Scorsese’s 

Hugo movie. 

 f.  Drawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. 
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5.  Techniques of the Data Analysis 

The technique of analyzing data used in this study is descriptive analysis. 

The steps taken by the writer in analyzing the data are as follows: the first is 

analyzing the data based on its structural elements. Focus will be paid on the 

structural analysis of the movie. The second step is analyzing the data based on 

individual psychological approach. Focus will be paid on the childhood reflected 

in Martin Scorsese’s Hugo movie. 

H.  Research Paper Organization 

The researcher systematizes this research into five chapters. Chapter I 

consists of Background of the Study, Literature Review, Problem Statement, 

Limitation of the Study, Objective of the Study, Benefit of the Study, Research 

Method, and Research Paper Organization. Chapter II indicates of underlying 

theory, which presents the notion of Individual Psychological, Adler’s Major 

Theory of Individual Psychological, Structural Elements of the Movie and 

Theoretical Application. Chapter III deals with the Structural Analysis of the 

Movie, which consists of Character and Characterization, Setting, Plot, Point of 

View, Theme, Casting, Mise-en-Scene, Cinematography, Sound, Editing and 

Discussion. Chapter IV presents the Individual Psychological Analysis, which 

consists Inferiority feeling and compensation, Fictional finalism, Striving for 

superiority, Social interest, Style of life, and Creative Self. Chapter V presents 

Conclusion and Suggestion.  

 
 

 


