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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A.  Background of the Study

Communication is a fundamental aspect of independence among human

beings. In order to participate in the activity of social interaction and

communication, man makes use of language. A human language is a signaling

system used by some groups of people for the purpose of communication and

social cooperation (Barber, 1993: 27).

The use of language is to form social interaction that enables man to create

a various relationship and to reach the understanding in their communication

and interaction. Language is the most effective means to enable man to

communicate with others. In simpler words, a language is inseparable from

man’s life in his role as the member of society in which he lives.

Since people live in different places, they use different languages when

they want to communicate with other people from different countries. The

languages which many people choose differ based on their needs. Since English

is an international language, English is learnt in Indonesia.

In order that the learners are able to communicate in English, learning

word, phrases, and grammatical features of language are not enough. Those

elements will be useless if the learners themselves will not be able to produce

them in a way which makes their utterances comprehensible. To be understood
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by others, they should pay attention to their pronunciation. According to

Richard (1984: 296) pronunciation is stressed more on the way sounds are

perceived by the hearer. Based on the definition, pronouncing English word

correctly is very important for those who want to be able to speak English

accurately and correctly. It is due to the fact that the words which are not

pronounced appropriately often make the listeners confused and cause

misunderstanding. Pronunciation is clearly a central factor in people’s success

in making themselves understand.

Knowing the importance of sound production, it is essential to have an

understanding of how the speech sounds are produced. One of the ways is

learning the phonetic transcription. English pronunciation is not like what they

are spelled. They are different from Indonesian words in which they are usually

pronounced as what they are written. That is one of the problems encountered

by the non-native speakers. The use of phonetic transcription will help them

when producing the language sounds (Avery and Ehrlich, 1992: 6).

Producing the language sounds needs to employ a phonetic notation in

order to the language sounds can be avoid sound unambiguously. To avoid

sounds ambiguously, each symbol should be restricted to one particular sound,

or sound class and each symbol should be represented by only one symbol

(Asher, 1994: 6). The definition of phonetic transcription or notation as stated

by Jones (1987: 537) is a system of alphabetic writing which provides one

symbol for one phoneme (a single particular speech sound).
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The Elementary school students are children. Teaching English in

elementary school especially pronunciation is deferent from teaching to the

higher level. Elementary school students are children who still like playing

talking about ‘here and now’ and understand meaning better when they see the

object. Therefore in developing student pronunciation mastery the teacher is

expected to be imaginative and creative. The teacher should provide the

teaching material, which is appropriate to the student of elementary school. The

material should be concrete and real to the lives of young children in order to

make them enjoy in learning. The writer would like to research teaching-

learning process in SD 3 Jepangrejo Blora because the writer want to know

about the student pronunciation.

In teaching pronunciation, the teacher must consider some aspect, because

teaching pronunciation takes place if it is supported by many special

components such as ; the objectives, the material, the methods, and the

technique. In this research paper, the writer presents A DESCRIPTIVE

STUDY ON TEACHING PRONUNCIATION TO THE SIXTH YEAR

STUDENT OF SD 3 JEPANGREJO BLORA

B .  Problem Statement

Based on the background of the study, the problem proposed in the

research is :

1.  How is teaching of pronunciation at the sixth year student of SD 3

Jepangrejo Blora ?
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2. What are the teacher’s problems in teaching pronunciation?

C.  Objective of the Study

Based on the research problem, the purposes of the study are:

1.  to describe the teaching of pronunciation of the student of SD 3 Jepangrejo

Blora focused on objective, syllabus, materials, technique, and evaluation.

2.   to describe the problems faced by the teacher in English pronunciation

teaching learning process at the sixth year students of SD 3 Jepangrejo

Blora.

D.  Limitation of the Study

  In order this study can be deeply examined, the writer needs to limit the

study as follows:

1. the subject of the study is limited to the sixth year students and the English

teacher

2. the object of the study is limited on teaching pronunciation to the sixth year

students of SD 3 Jepangrejo Blora.

E.  Benefit of the Study

  The writer hopes that this research will have some benefits in the study of

English pronunciation. There are two kinds of benefits in this research;

theoretical and practical.
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 1. Theoretical benefit

             It is expected that the result of this research will improve both

teacher’s and student’s ability to solve their problem in mastering the

English especially in pronunciation.

  2. Practical benefit

 a. The Result

The result can be input for the teacher of English as the reflection of her

teaching pronunciation.

b.  By doing this research, the writer will get a better understanding about

English pronunciation. The finding of this research will be also useful to the

readers who are interested in the study on English pronunciation, so that it

will increase their knowledge about English pronunciation.

F. Research Paper Organization

Research paper organization is given in order that the readers could easily

understand the context of the research paper. In this case, the writer organizes

her research paper into five chapters.

Chapter I is introduction which covers the background of the study,

problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the study, benefit of

the study, and research paper.
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Chapter II is review of related literature covering previous study, nature of

language teaching, nature of language learning, teaching-learning process,

teaching pronunciation, the element of teaching-learning process.

Chapter III is research method that includes the type of research, object of

the study, data and source of data, method of collecting data, and technique for

analyzing data.

Chapter IV is Research Finding, and Discussion.

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion.




