
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background  

The character development is an effort to mandate the embodiment 

of Pancasila and 1945 Constitution against the backdrop of the reality of a 

growing national problem today, such as disorientation and not being 

understood of the values of Pancasila; limitations of integrated policy tools in 

realizing the values of Pancasila; shifting of ethical values in the life of the 

nation and state; waning awareness of national cultural values; threat of 

national disintegration, and the weakening of national independence (Parent 

Book Character Development The National Policy 2010-2025). 

To support the realization of the ideals of character development as 

mandated by the Pancasila and 1945 Constitution as well as address the 

current problems of nationality, the government made the character 

development as one of the priority programs of national development. This 

spirit is implicitly confirmed in the National Long Term Development plan 

(RPJPN) in 2005-2025, which placed the character building as a foundation 

for national development vision-embody the noble, moral, ethical, cultured, 

and civilized based on Pancasila. 

 Character building is a system of instilling character values of school 

citizens which include the components of knowledge, awareness or volition, 

and action to apply those values whether to God, ourselves, others, 
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environment, and nationality, so they can be a good human. In the character 

building at school, all components (stakeholders) should be involved, 

including the components of education itself such as the content of 

curriculum, learning and assessment process, relationship quality, subjects 

management, school management, the implementation of co-curricular 

activities, the empowerment of infrastructure, financing, and work spirit of 

school citizens and environment.  

Character building is placed as a foundation for national development 

vision, to realize the noble, moral, ethical, cultured, and civilized philosophy 

of Pancasila. This becomes the effort to support the realization of the ideals 

as mandated by the Pancasila and 1945 Constitution. 

In spite of various shortcomings in the practice of education in 

Indonesia, when viewed from the national standards of education that 

becomes the reference of developing a curriculum (SBC) and the 

implementation of learning and assessment in schools, educational purposes 

in school can actually be met effectively. Character development is also 

included in the material taught and must be mastered and realized by 

learners in everyday life. The problem is, today, education just touch on the 

level of introduction of new norms or values, and yet at the level of 

internalization and action in everyday life. 

Efforts to establish a character in accordance with this nation's 

culture can be done through habituation in life. Habituation does not only 

teach the knowledge of something is right or wrong, but it is also able to 



sense the good and bad values, and willing to do in the smallest environment 

such as family to a wider environment in the community. These values need 

to be cultivated to students which eventually will be a reflection of nation’s 

life. 

Character building not only through habituation alone but can also be 

done through a series of learning activities. As learning short stories through 

a series of short stories learning can be done because of the story of the 

short stories contained in the values of life that can be used as an example to 

be cultured and noble act. With instilling the character building through the 

study of the short story, it can achieve the national education. 

Learning Indonesian facilitates students’ learning process to master a 

variety of mathematical competence. Beyond that, students not only to 

master a variety of mathematical competence, but also can develop and 

realize the cultural values and national character. This gives the sense that 

learning Indonesian can also build a culture and national character. The 

teachers, including teachers of Indonesian language, the learning agent and 

an agent of change, may be the best teachers for learners. To that, teachers 

are required to be a source of inspiration as well as the inspiration for them. 

Similarly, Indonesian teacher at SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo. 

 

SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo first born with SMP Negeri 1 Kutorajo who 

stood in 1950. Then around 2003 on the instructions of regents, SMP Negeri 

1 Kutoarjo name changed to SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo. In accordance with the 

development, this secondary school has become one of the Favorites 



secondary schools in Purworejo. Around 2003, it changed the status to be a 

national standard schools (SSN). In 2007, the school status increased to the 

Pioneering of International standard school. SMP Negeri 3 consists of 21 

study groups. Each class consists of 24 students. Facilities owned consist of 

physics laboratory, biology, language, multimedia room, music room, library, 

24 hours on line internet, football field etc.. 

Vision of SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo "Righteous character, achievement, 

morality and competitive in the global era". Various activities are being 

implemented to achieve the mission. One is carrying out the development of 

character. The development of character is infused through habituation, 

extra curricular activities, exemplary, and implemented in the teaching and 

learning activities. 

Indonesian language is a subject that implements character 

development through learning short story . Why the study of short story 

selected. It is because of short story containing the values of life as an 

example of characters that can be used for character development. 

Therefore, the researcher is interested to conduct a research entitled 

Character Building Through Learning Short Story Entitled “Bertengkar Berbisik 

(Argueing Whispering)": Micro  Ethnography Study At SMP Negeri 3 

Purworejo. 

 

B. Research Focus 

Based on the above research background, this research has a focus on 

How are the aplication of character building in Learning  Short Story 

“Bertengkar Berbisik (Argueing whispering)" in Class IX of SMP Negeri 3 

Purworejo. The focus is elaborated into two sub focuses. 

1. What kinds of character developed in short story "Bertengkar Berbisik 

(Argueing whispering)" in Class IX of SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo? 



2. How are the applications of character development through learning 

short story “Bertengkar Berbisik (Argueing whispering)" in Class IX of SMP 

Negeri 3 Purworejo? 

 

C. Research Objectives 

Based on the research focus, the objectives of this study are as 

follows. 

1. To describe kinds of character developed in short story "Bertengkar 

Berbisik (Argueing whispering)" in Class IX of SMP Negeri 3 Purworejo. 

2. To describe the applications of character development through learning 

short story “Bertengkar Berbisik (Argueing whispering)" in Class IX of SMP 

Negeri 3 Purworejo. 

 

D. Benefits of Research 

1. Theoretical benefit 

This study can be used as usage contributions in formulating and 

building character through formal education. 

2. Practical benefit 

a. For school, can be used as input in implementing character building 

for students. 

b. For teachers, it can be used as a material to improve the quality of 

Indonesian learning and instill the character  building. 

 



E. Glossary  

1. Character building is a system of instilling character values to the school 

citizens which includes the components of knowledge, awareness or 

volition, and action to implement these values, both to God, self, 

neighbor, neighborhood, or nationality. 

2. The short story is one of the literary works of fiction prose that is 

relatively short, not as long as novel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


