
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Oppression against women has received special attention from 

government. It’s because of the increasing numbers of oppression against 

women both within the country or the women workers who are abroad. A lot 

of ill-treatment of women. Women are treated only as a means of 

reproduction, as an outlet for passion and emotion for most people. Many 

factors cause increasing level of oppression against women. Such as low 

education and the weakness physical of women, so women are just 

underestimated.  

Women are made to form a reserve army of cheap, mobile labor, 

which is very profitable for the capitalists. There is a reason why women 

overwhelmingly fill low-paid service sector jobs and sweatshops. Capitalism 

also doesn’t count the creation and nurturing of life as real productive work in 

society and expects it to be done for free, largely by working class women. A 

woman’s biological role as the child bearer creates a situation where, under 

capitalism, it is women who are also the ones who have to take up the burden 



of child rearing. It is taken from Julian Benson’s article entitled Fight Back 

Against Womens Oppression (Benson, 2009). 

To understand further about the problem of feminism, it is better to 

understand the meaning of world feminism itself, Djajanegara (2000: 4) states 

that:   

Inti tujuan feminism adalah untuk meningkatkan kedudukan dan 

derajat perempuan agar sama atau sejajar dengan kedudukan serta 

derajat laki-laki. Perjuangan serta usaha feminism untuk mencapai 

tujuan ini mencakup berbagai cara. Salah satu caranya adalah 

memperoleh hak dan peluang yang sama yang dimiliki laki-laki.  

Feminism is emerged in the world as one of major issues in public life 

which is interesting to discuss until now. The main purpose of feminism is to 

improve the position and degree of the women to get equality as the men. The 

act and effort of feminism to reach this purpose consist of many ways, one of 

them by rights and opportunity which is equal as the men and escaping the 

women from oppression. 

Such events make a women try hard to escape from oppression. Some 

Moslem women, however, tend to see the Quran as a libratory text which 

could actually free women from oppression. The example of literary works 



that presents feminism and which illustrates the women’s struggle to escaping 

from oppression is The Color Purple movie. 

The Color Purple movie based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel of 

the same name by Alice Walker (The Color Purple VCD, 00:01.45) . The 

Color Purple movie is directed by Steven Spielberg (The Color Purple VCD 

00:02:45). He was born on December 18, 1946 in United States. He is an 

American film director, screenwriter, film producer, video game designer and 

studio executive.In a career spanning five decades, Spielberg’s films have 

covered many theme and genres. 

The Color Purple was nominated for 11 Academy Awards, including 

Best Picture, Best Actress for Goldberg and Best Supporting Actress for both 

Avery and Winfrey. It won none of them, tying the record set by 1977's The 

Turning Point for the most Oscar nominations without a win. It was also 

nominated for five Golden Globes, including Best Picture (Drama), Best 

Director for Spielberg, and Best Supporting Actress for Winfrey. Its only win 

went to Goldberg for Best Actress (Drama). Spielberg received the Directors 

Guild of America Award for Best Motion Picture Director, his first. 

Whoopi Goldberg who plays role as Cellie Johnson and Oprah 

Winfrey who plays role as Sofia are the major characters in The Color Purple 

movie. They are the protagonist characters in the movie while, Danny Glover 



who plays role as Albert is the antagonist character. The movie theme is 

women’s oppression that happened in Southern United States especially the 

young African American girl named Cellie during the early nineteenth 

century. 

The Color Purple movie tells the story of a young African American 

girl named Celie and shows the problems African American women faced 

during the early 1900s, including poverty, racism, and sexism. The screenplay 

was written by Menno Meyjes (The Color Purple VCD, 00:02:30). This 

movie has duration 154 minutes.. 

Taking place in the Southern United States during the late-1800s to 

mid-1930s, the movie tells the life of a poor black girl, Celie Harris (Whoopi 

Goldberg), whose abuse begins when she is young. By the time she is 

fourteen, she has already had two children by her father (Leonard Jackson). 

He takes them away from her at childbirth and forces Celie to marry a local 

widower Albert Johnson, known to her only as "Mister" (Danny Glover), who 

treats her like a slave. Albert makes her clean up his disorderly household and 

take care of his unruly children. Albert beats her often, intimidating Celie into 

submission and near silence. Celie's sister Nettie (Akosua Busia) comes to 

live with them, and there is a brief period of happiness as the sisters spend 

time together and Nettie begins to teach Celie how to read. This is short-lived, 



however; after Nettie refuses Albert's predatory affections once too often, he 

kicks her out. At the beginning of the story has seen the oppression of women, 

and even it was his own family. 

Albert's old flame, the jazz singer Shug Avery (Margaret Avery), for 

whom Albert has carried a torch for many years, comes to live with him and 

Celie. Delirious with sickness, Shug initially insults Celie by saying "you so 

ugly" on their first meeting (The Color Purple VCD, 00:49:38). Despite this, 

they eventually become close friends and Shug helps Celie raise her self-

confidence. Shug and Celie also entertain an affair (more pronounced in the 

book, but only hinted at in the film). Celie also finds strength in Sofia (Oprah 

Winfrey), who marries Albert's son Harpo (Willard E. Pugh). Sofia has also 

suffered abuse from the men in her family, but unlike Celie, she refuses to 

tolerate it. This high-spiritedness proves to be her downfall, however, as a 

rude remark to the town mayor's wife and a punch to the mayor himself ends 

with Sofia beaten and jailed. 

Nettie, meanwhile, has been living with missionaries in Africa and 

writing to Celie often. Unbeknownst to her, Albert confiscates Nettie's letters, 

telling Celie that she will never hear from her sister again. During a visit from 

Shug and her new husband, Grady, Celie and Shug discover many years' 

worth of Nettie's correspondence. Reconnecting with her sister and the 



assurance that she is still alive helps give Celie the strength to stand up to 

Albert. She almost slits his throat while shaving him, but is stopped by Shug. 

During a family dinner, Sofia is shown to be prematurely aged and 

permanently disfigured due to the severe beatings she received in jail, and 

demoralized into an almost catatonic state. During that time, Celie finally 

asserts herself, excoriating Albert and his father. Shug informs Albert that she 

and Grady are leaving, and that Celie is coming with them. Despite Albert's 

attempts to verbally abuse Celie into submission, Celie stands up to him by 

mentioning that he kept Nettie away from her because Nettie was the only one 

who really loved her. Before she leaves him permanently, she tells him that 

until he does the right thing, everything he does will go wrong. Seeing Celie 

stand up for her self, Sofia snaps out of her funk and is back to normal by 

laughing hysterically at a dumbfounded and embarrassed Albert. She also 

encourages Celie not to follow in her own footsteps. 

In Tennessee, Celie opens a haberdashery selling "one size fits all" 

slack. Upon the death of her father, she learns that he was, in fact, her 

stepfather, and that she has inherited a house and shop from her real father. 

Meanwhile, Albert's fields and home languish into almost nonexistence as he 

slips into alcohol-fueled idleness, spending most of his time at Harpo's 

speakeasy. Years of guilt finally catch up to him, with the knowledge that he 

has been a horrible person most of his life, especially to Celie. In a sudden act 



of kindness unknown to her, Albert takes all the money he has saved over the 

years, goes down to the immigration office, and arranges for a family reunion 

for her. Nettie and Celie's children, Adam and Olivia, who were raised in 

Africa, are reunited with her. Albert looks on from a distance and Shug 

proudly smiles at him because he finally did the right thing. 

Various responses of this movie were captured after this movie 

released. The film was not without criticism. It was criticized by the Coalition 

Against Black Exploitation and others because a white director was directing 

a predominately African American story. Others criticized the movie for 

deviating too much from the book, and others alleged that the movie 

stereotyped black people. The Color Purple was a success at the box office, 

grossing over $142 million worldwide. The Color Purple was nominated for 

11 Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Actress for Goldberg and 

Best Supporting Actress for both Avery and Winfrey. It won none of them, 

tying the record set by 1977's The Turning Point for the most Oscar 

nominations without a win. It was also nominated for five Golden Globes, 

including Best Picture (Drama), Best Director for Spielberg, and Best 

Supporting Actress for Winfrey. Its only win went to Goldberg for Best 

Actress (Drama). Spielberg received the Directors Guild of America Award 

for Best Motion Picture Director, his first. The Color Purple was shown at the 

1986 Cannes Film Festival as a non-competing title. 



So much oppression of women in this film. Starting from the 

oppression of women in the family, until the oppression of women in society. 

In fact, Oppression of women in our patriarchal society is seen daily. Men 

dominate women in so many ways; it becomes hard to distinguish one form of 

oppression from another. Women are exploited and face oppression every 

day. In the workplace women are forced into low paying, insecure and 

unskilled jobs. Women's problems do not stop at the workplace. When we 

come home they have to face another shift of housework with little help from 

their husbands. If this is not enough, women have to deal with violence. 

From the story of The Color Purple movie, there are four reasons that 

make the writer be interested in analyzing the play by using a feminist 

approach. The first reason, a women character is always be people who are 

oppressed. However, women are needed in reality. The description of this 

movie is when cellie leaves albert, albert can not take care of his own house, 

so that his house is very messy and unkempt (The Color Purple VCD, 

02:09:53). It says that women are needed in daily and also women have very 

important role in daily. 

The second reason is in this movie there is an illustration the women 

strength. The illustration is Sofia’s character (Oprah Winfrey). She is a 

woman who has the power of struggle from inequity and oppression. Sofia 



has also suffered abuse from the men in her family, but unlike Celie, she 

refuses to tolerate it. This high-spiritedness proves to be her downfall, 

however, as a rude remark to the town mayor's wife and a punch to the mayor 

himself ends with Sofia beaten and jailed. The description of this movie is 

when Sophia said to Cellie “All my life I had to fight. I had to fight my daddy, 

I had to fight my uncles. I had to fight my brothers. Girl child ain't safe in a 

family of mens. But I never thought I had to fight in my own house! I loves 

Harpo. God knows I do, But I'll kill him dead before I let him beat me!.” (The 

Color Purple VCD, 00:44:02) 

The third reason is The Color Purple movie got many awards.  The 

Color Purple was nominated for 11 Academy Awards. So the writer is 

interested to analyze this movie. And the last or the fourth reason is this 

movie has been able to give motivation to the writer respect more to the 

women. 

Based  on  the  consideration  above,  the  writer  is  interested  in 

conducting  a  study  on  Steven Spielberg’s  The Color Purple  by  using 

feminist  approach  because  of women  oppression  case  in  this movie.  The 

writer focuses his study on ESCAPING FROM OPPRESSION IN 

STEVEN SPIELBERG’S THE COLOR PURPLE MOVIE (1985): A 

FEMINIST APPROACH. 



B. Literature Review 

Based on the researcher’s observation, there some research papers 

which were already analyzed by using feminist approach, but there are not 

about “The Color Purple” movie. So the researcher searches about this movie 

in website internet. The first previous study about “The Color Purple Movie” 

is article writen by Janet Maslin entitled The Color Purple (1985) Film: ‘The 

Color Purple, ‘From Steven Spielberg, on December 18th 1985 Los Angles, 

America. 

 

The second research is conducted by Yoga Mahardika (UMS, 2004) 

entitled OPPRESSION AGAINST WOMEN IN JOSEPH RUBEN’S 

SLEEPING WITH THE ENEMY MOVIE : A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE. 

The finding of this research is (1) Sleeping with the Enemy movie tries to 

show the ordinary circumstances of recent women oppression, and the evasive 

action might provide a permanent solution. (2) Laura Burney is the main 

character, she is a women who finds her self in an abusive marriage. She feels 

that if she doesn’t get away from the marriage her husband will kill her. She 

fakes an accidental death, but eventually her husband finds her and it becomes 

a fight to the death. 

  The third research is conducted by Hanik (UMS, 2007) entitled 

WOMEN’S POSITION IN HENRY JAMES’ THE PORTRAIT OF LADY: A 



FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE. The finding of this research are (1) The Portrait 

of a lady reflects the social reality of American society in the late of 

nineteenth century, and (2) Henry James is the opponent of liberal feminism 

for her creations of a heroin in his novel the The Portrait of Lady who finally 

loses her freedom to be accepted by the society where she lives. 

The fourth review is taken from Eugene Novicov’s article entitled Self 

Defence is Not Murder (Novicov, 2002). Novicov argues that this movie is 

one of the movies which told about a husband who abuse his wife. He is a 

psycho. He loves his wife; he did not want to lose his wife, he loves her and 

wants to have her wives’ whole physical, but in the other hand he still looks 

for another woman. The effect of this problem he abus her wive. When his 

wife runs away from him, he still chases her. But finally his wife is tired of 

her escape, and then she comes to his house and finally kills her husband to 

protect herself. The reviewer gives statement to his review inside comment to 

this movie “Selfdefense is not murder”. 

The fifth review is taken from David Litton’s article The Color Purple 

(Litton, 2003). Litton argues that this movie surrounds Celie with a barrage of 

assorted personalities, all of whom have a distinct part to play in her 

spellbinding evolution. The most memorable of these is Ms. Sofia (Oprah 

Winfrey), the young wife of Celie's stepson Harpo (Willard Pugh) whose 

willpower and defiance of the men in her life are a striking contrast to her new 



mother-in-law's timidity. Celie also comes to cross paths with singer Shug 

Avery (Margaret Avery), the apple of Albert's eye who at first is put off by his 

new bride, but will later come to show a kindness to Celie that is beneficial to 

the both of them. Their friendship acts as the catalyst from which their lives 

will begin the process of changing: Celie realizes that warmth and kindness 

are not completely unavailable to her, while Shug is able to find her own inner 

beauty in lending her friend the courage to simply be a whole person for the 

first time in her life. 

Different from five previous studies, this research focuses of the title 

ESCAPING FROM OPPRESSION IN STEVEN SPIELBERG’S THE 

COLOR PURPLE MOVIE (1985): A FEMINIST APPROACH. 

C. Problem Statement 

The problem statement in this research is “How is escaping from 

oppression reflected in The Color Purple movies directed by Steven 

Spielberg?” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The writer limits her analysis to understand escaping from oppression 

which is reflected in The Color Purple movies directed by Steven Spielberg. 

The writer investigates Cellie and Sophia as the major character by using an 

approach of feminist. 



 

E. Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problem that has been stated above, the writer formulates 

the objective of the study as follows: 

1. To describe the movie based on structural elements. 

2. To describe the movie based on a feminist approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The study of escaping from oppression on The Color Purple directed 

by Steven Spielberg has several benefits, they are: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. To enrich references of feminist approach in a movie. Which can be 

used by those who are interested in analyzing this literary work. 

b. To give a high contribution to the body of knowledge, particularly to 

those who are interested in Steven Spielberg’s The Color Purple. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. For getting deeper understanding about the movie, particularly a 

feminist approach. 

b. To complete the course of Research Method in Literature. 

 

G. Research Method 



The writer will describe the methods used in this research. There are 

four elements to support in research method they are:   

1. Type of the Study 

This research will be a library research. The data used on the research 

have been collected with the library research.  

2. Type of the Data and the Data Sources  

a. The primary data source will be every data of The Color Purple 

movies directed by Steven Spielberg which is related to the study.  

b. The secondary data source will be from all referential data. It can be 

from books, internet, encyclopedia, journals, magazine, etc. 

3. Object of the Study 

The object of study is the movie of Steven Spielberg’s “The Color 

Purple” published in United States by Simon and Schuster Co. Inc and 

copyright in 1982. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection  

The technique of the data collection in this study takes the following 

steps to the data analysis.  



a. Watching the movie several times, until information or data to be 

analyzed is understood.  

b. Reading some other resources related to the movie. 

c. Giving marks to particular parts, which are considered important for 

the analysis.  

d. Taking notes for important parts both in primary and secondary 

sources.  

e. Classifying the data into categories and develop them into a good 

unity. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis  

It is descriptive analysis. In analyzing the subject matters, the writer 

analysis structural elements of the movie and then analysis the subject of the 

study by using a feminist approach and the last draw conclusion from the 

analysis. 

H. Research Paper Organization 

To give clear understanding of the contents of this study, the writer 

has appointed the presentation of the study. The presentation of this study 

consists of six chapters. Chapter I deals with introduction covering the 

background of the study, literature review, problem statement, limitation of 



the study, objective of the study, benefit of the study, research method, and 

research paper organization. Chapter II deals with underlying theory 

containing the description of the theory of feminism. Chapter III deals with 

social historical background in this movie. Chapter IV deals with structural 

analysis containing the structural elements of the movie and discussion. 

Chapter V presents feminist analysis. Chapter VI is conclusion and 

suggestion. 

 

 


