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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter describes the background of the study, the problem 

identification, the limitation of the problem, the problem statement, the purpose of 

the research, and the benefits of the research. 

A. Background of the Study 

Reading is the receptive process of written communication (Goodman 

in Cabaroglu, 2008). Reading means understanding the meaning of the text or 

understanding what has been read. It is an active process which depends not 

only on comprehension skills or competencies, but also on the reader‟s 

experience and knowledge. Comprehension is the reason for reading. If 

readers can read the words but do not understand what they are reading, they 

are not really reading. Thus, reading will be useless without comprehension.  

The goal of teaching reading for senior high school students in 

Indonesia is that students understand the meaning of interpersonal and 

transactional written text, formally and informally, either recount, narrative, 

procedure, descriptive, news item, report, analytical exposition, hortatory 

exposition, spoof, explanation, discussion, review, or public speaking text in 

academic context, and popular arts, and simple authentic text in the real daily 

lives (Government Law No 23 year 2006). It means that senior high school 

students should master the competency of understanding the meaning of all 
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genre of the English text either interpersonal or transactional written text, 

formally or informally.  

In order to understand the meaning of the text, the reader should 

master reading competence. The English reading test consists of 5 

competencies. They are: (1) understanding general idea of the text,              

(2) understanding specific information of the text, (3) understanding 

information between the lines, (4) understanding the meaning of word 

contained in the text, (5) understanding the use of reference in the text. A 

good reader masters all of those competencies. Additionally, reading activity 

is linked with the activity of finding information. If readers can comprehend 

the written message which is sent by the writer he will understand the 

unstated information in the text. 

Good readers think actively as they read. They engage in a 

complicated process to make sense of what they read using their experiences 

and knowledge of the world, their knowledge of vocabulary and language 

structure, and their knowledge of reading strategies. They also know when 

they have problems with understanding and how to resolve these problems as 

they occur. Additionally, in the reading process, readers use their background 

knowledge about the text‟s topic and structure along with their linguistic 

knowledge and reading strategies to achieve their purpose for reading 

(Peregoy & Boyle, 2001 in Cabaroglu, 2008: 134) 

Mastering English reading competency will be useful. One can read 

academic text books and understand its content without difficulty. One will 
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also be easy to enjoy reading English novels, magazines, or newspapers. 

Besides academic books and magazines, manual instruction from many 

electronic manufactures usually written in English language. By mastering 

reading competency one will get proper information to operate the machines. 

In conclusion, one will have greater access to a greater knowledge and 

information from around the world by reading. Additionally, it should be 

considered that reading in English is essential for learners‟ academic success, 

(Kamhi-Stein, 2003 in Cabaroglu, 2008: 133). For academic purposes, 

reading is a mean for learning new information and gaining access to 

alternative explanations and interpretations. In short, reading is the primary 

means for independent learning, whether the goal is performing better on 

academic tasks, learning more about subject matter, or improving language 

abilities (Grabe and Stoller, 2005: 187). 

Meanwhile, the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo 

have difficulty in understanding English text. They usually read the text 

without understanding the content or the meaning. Based on the reading test 

conducted on Tuesday, August 18
th

 2011 it is known that the average score 

was only 62. The number of students who got score 70 or above was only 23. 

It means that most of them still have difficulty in comprehending English 

text. The researcher is eager to know whether this condition is caused by any 

of the factors influencing students‟ reading competence.  

One of things which affects the ability to read and understand the text 

is vocabulary. Grabe and Stoller (2005: 192) say that there is overwhelming 



4 
 

evidence that vocabulary knowledge is closely related to reading abilities. It 

cannot be denied that vocabulary is an essential fact of proficient reading. 

Evidence suggests that lexical lists fail to solve vocabulary problems in 

reading a passage. Vocabulary knowledge is an important factor contributes 

to the successful of learning and teaching reading. Students need to recognize 

a large number of words automatically if they are to be fluent readers. Reader 

with more vocabulary knowledge will understand the text easier than reader 

with limited vocabulary knowledge.  

Harmer (2005: 203) says that the number of unfamiliar words which 

the text contains is one of the factors contribute to reading difficulty. If 

readers do not know half of the words in a text, they will have great difficulty 

in understanding the text as a whole. Bell (1998: 4) says that learners turn to 

the dictionary every time they come across an unfamiliar word, they will 

focus only on the language itself, and not on the message conveyed. This 

habit will result in slow, inefficient reading and destroy the pleasure that 

reading novels and other literature are intended to provide. Thus, reading will 

not result in understanding. 

In relation with the shortage of vocabulary knowledge, Harmer (2005: 

213) says that students usually worry about the meaning of every single word 

and are desperate to know what each individual word means. They usually 

use dictionary and look for the meaning of every word. This habit will then 

obstruct students‟ attention on understanding general idea of the text.  
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Vocabulary knowledge helps beginning readers decode, or map 

spoken sounds to words in print. If children have the printed words in their 

oral vocabulary, they can more easily and quickly sound out, read, and 

understand them, as well as comprehend what they are reading. If the words 

are not in children‟s oral vocabulary, they have trouble reading the words and 

their comprehension is hindered (National Reading Panel, 2000). 

Success in comprehending English text requires vocabulary 

acquisition.  A large vocabulary cannot guarantee the learner‟s competence in 

reading English text, but inadequacy of vocabulary will obstruct one in 

understanding the text. Rivers in Nunan (1989: 117) states that:  

“The acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is essential for 

successful second language use because, without an extensive 

vocabulary, we will be unable to use the structures and 

functions we may have learned for comprehensible 

communication”.  

 

Another things which can affect students‟ success in mastering 

reading competency is students‟ motivation in learning English. Motivation is 

one of non linguistic factors which have great contribution toward the 

successful of students‟ language learning especially reading.  The low or high 

motivation to learn English finally influenced the result of the learning. 

Grabe and Stoller (2005: 199) say that motivation is another key to successful 

reading. It has an important impact on reading development. According to 

them motivation is an individual trait, related to a person‟s goals and beliefs, 

that is observed through task persistence and positive feelings toward an 

activity.  
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Motivation is the crucial force that determines how much energy the 

learner devotes to a task and how long he preserves. It is a complex 

phenomenon and includes many components such as the need for 

achievement and success, the need for acceptance, curiosity, desires for 

stimulation and new experiences, etc. These factors play an important role in 

the whole teaching and learning process. If the learner does not have 

motivation to learn English especially reading, he will not study well. If 

unmotivated students face the difficulty in learning they will stop learning. 

Meanwhile, motivated students will be curios to learn and force themselves 

to learn more. Motivated students have personal drive to learn and to reach 

their goal. Slavin (2009: 302) says that students with high reading motivation 

are more likely to read on their own and to use effective comprehension 

strategies.  

Motivated students usually have high self confidence. Ebata (2008) 

says that self confidence is one of many elements which is needed to build 

motivation. Self-confidence is the most significant in language-learning. It 

provides learners with the motivation and energy to become positive about 

their own learning. It also creates the drive in them to acquire the targeted 

language, enjoy the learning process, and experience real communication. 

Lack of belief in one‟s ability hinders him from achieving that task—

pursuing a targeted language accomplishment. Moreover, it is widely 

believed that once students gain self-confidence, it progressively expands, in 
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conjunction with experiencing success and satisfaction as well as good 

relationships. 

Teacher has important role in improving and maintaining students‟ 

motivation to learn. According to Hussin, Maarof, and D‟Cruz, “teachers 

need to find creative ways to teach the language and increase the student‟s 

motivation to learn the language and to eventually appreciate the language 

(Ebata, 2008). Teachers should develop a mutual relationship with their 

learners. In order to develop a mutual relationship with their learners, 

teachers need to understand students who are from different backgrounds, 

have different interests, future goals, aims for English learning, and most 

importantly, different personalities. Once they understand them better, 

teachers are able to apply specific teaching and communicating strategies 

tailored to each student, thereby creating a trusting relationship between a 

teacher and student. Once a relationship develops, the classroom will become 

comfortable and enjoyable enough for students to learn positively from the 

teacher without any hesitation.  

Thanasoulas (2002) suggests that there are certain preconditions to be 

met before any attempts to generate motivation can be effective. Some of 

these conditions are the following: (1) appropriate teacher behaviour and 

good teacher-student rapport; (2) a pleasant and supportive classroom 

atmosphere; (3) a cohesive learner group characterised by appropriate group 

norms. Whatever is done by a teacher has a motivational, formative, 
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influence on students. In other words, teacher behaviour is a powerful 

„motivational tool' (Dornyei, 2001: 120). 

Students need positive motivation to read while the teacher needs to 

consider how to motivate students to engage as actively as possible in reading 

task. In other words, teacher‟s job is to increase motivation, to discover, to 

prompt, and to sustain students‟ motivation to learn that knowledge and skills 

needed for success in school and in life, and to engage in activities that lead 

to this learning. Meanwhile, motivation can come from many sources. One of 

them is goal setting. Slavin (2009: 306) says that students with learning goals 

see the purpose of schooling as gaining competence in the skills being taught, 

such as reading and they are likely to take difficult courses and to seek 

challenges. Teachers can emphasize learning goals and positive or 

empowering attributions. Harmer (2005: 53) suggests teachers to make 

distinction between long and short-term goals and to focus their attention to 

the short-term goals. Teachers need to recognize that long-term goals are 

vitally important but that they can often seems too far away, so it can change 

or be degraded. On the other hand, the short-term goal of learning language 

such as passing an English test at the end of the week is more real for 

students and they will be easier to focus on achieving that goal. If the teacher 

can help students in the achievement of short-term goals, they will have a 

significant effect on their motivation.  

 Based on the explanation above, the writer would like to study the 

correlation of learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge and students‟ 
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reading competence. The title of this study is: “The correlation between 

learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge and students‟ reading 

competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the 

academic year 2011-2012” 

 

B. The Problem Identification 

Based on the background of the study, the writer can identify some 

problems related to students‟ reading competence or students‟ skill to 

comprehend English text. Some of them are stated as follow. 

1. What competencies should be mastered by students to comprehend an 

English text? 

2. Does learning motivation have any correlation with students‟ reading 

competence? 

3. Does vocabulary knowledge have any correlation with students‟ reading 

competence? 

4. What is the role of vocabulary knowledge toward students‟ reading 

competence? 

5. What factors are contributing to students‟ reading competence? 

6. What can be done by teachers to motivate students in learning English 

language? 

7. What are teacher‟s jobs in motivating students to learn reading? 
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C. The Limitation of the Problem 

The identification of the problems above shows that students‟ 

competence on reading is related to many factors. There are also many 

methods and techniques frequently used as a means to improve students‟ 

reading comprehension. Therefore, it‟s nearly impossible to discuss all of 

those problems, so the research needs to be limited. This research will be 

focused on the correlation of learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge 

and reading competence.  The limitation of the problem is as follow. 

1. This research will be focused on students‟ learning motivation and 

vocabulary knowledge.  

2. The study will be conducted at SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the 

academic year 2011-2012. 

3. The subject of the study is students at the first grade of SMA. 

 

D. The Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study and the problem identification 

above, the problems of this research are formulated as follow. 

1. Is there any correlation between learning motivation and students‟ reading 

competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the 

academic year 2011-2012? 

2. Is there any correlation between vocabulary knowledge and students‟ 

reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012? 
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3. Is there any correlation between learning motivation and vocabulary 

knowledge simultaneously and students‟ reading competence of the first 

grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-

2012? 

E. The Purpose of the Research 

The purposes of this research are stated as follow. 

1. To find out whether or not learning motivation has a positive correlation 

with students‟ reading competence of the first grade students of SMA 

Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. 

2. To find out whether or not vocabulary knowledge has a positive 

correlation with students‟ reading competence of the first grade students of 

SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. 

3. To find out whether or not learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge 

simultaneously has a positive correlation with students‟ reading 

competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the 

academic year 2011-2012. 

 

F. The Benefit of the Research 

1. Theoretical Benefits 

The result of this research hopefully can be used to improve the process 

of English learning and teaching especially in teaching reading.  
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2. Practical Benefits 

a. For teachers 

1) The result of this research hopefully can be used to improve 

teachers‟ understanding about students‟ reading comprehension 

and how to improve it. 

2) The result of this research hopefully can be used by teachers as a 

starting point to improve students‟ motivation to learn English 

especially reading. 

b. For students 

1) The result of this research hopefully can be used by students to 

improve their motivation to learn English.  

2) The result of this research hopefully can be used by students to 

increase their vocabulary knowledge. 


