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ABSTRACT 
 

 

Palupi. S.200090043. The Correlation between Learning Motivation and 

Vocabulary Knowledge and Students’ Reading Competence of the First 

Grade Students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the Academic Year 2011-

2012. Thesis. Surakarta. English Department of Post Graduate Program. 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 2012. 

 

This research was aimed: (1) To find out whether or not learning 

motivation has a positive correlation with students’ reading competence of the 

first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. 

(2) To find out whether or not vocabulary knowledge has a positive correlation 

with students’ reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. (3) To find out whether or not 

learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge simultaneously has a positive 

correlation with students’ reading competence of the first grade students of SMA 

Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. 

This research is a correlational study which studies the correlation between 

two or more variables or the influence of one variable toward another variable. 

The research was carried out at SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo. The population was 

the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-

2012. The samples are 55 students. The data was collected using test and 

questionnaire. The data was analyzed using multiple linear regression.  

The research resulted that : (1) There is positive and significant correlation 

between learning motivation (X1) and reading competence (Y) of the first grade 

students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. The value 

of t observation is greater than the value of t table (3.868> 2.000). (2) There is 

positive and significant correlation between vocabulary knowledge (X2) and 

reading competence (Y) of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo 
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in the academic year 2011-2012. The value of t observation is greater than the 

value of t table (3.672>2.000). (3) There is positive and significant correlation 

between learning motivation (X1) and vocabulary knowledge (X2) simultaneously 

and reading competence (Y) of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. The value of F observation is higher 

than the value of F table (174.604>3.17).  

Based on the research findings and the conclusions above, the writer 

suggests students to increase their vocabulary knowledge, to read more and to 

learn vocabulary through reading. She also suggests students to enhance their 

learning motivation. She recommends the teacher to enhance students’ motivation 

to learn English by giving incentives, choosing interesting topic, setting and 

stating the goal of learning, and many other ways. 

 

Keywords: Reading Competence, Learning Motivation, Vocabulary 

Knowledge  

 

A. Introduction 

1. Background of the Study 

Reading is the receptive process of written communication 

(Goodman in Cabaroglu, 2008). Reading means understanding the 

meaning of the text or understanding what has been read. If readers can 

read the words but do not understand what they are reading, they are not 

really reading. Thus, reading will be useless without comprehension. 

Mastering English reading competency will be useful. One can 

read academic text books and understand its content without difficulty. For 

academic purposes, reading is a mean for learning new information and 

gaining access to alternative explanations and interpretations. In short, 

reading is the primary means for independent learning, whether the goal is 

performing better on academic tasks, learning more about subject matter, 

or improving language abilities (Grabe and Stoller, 2005: 187). 
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Meanwhile, the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo 

have difficulty in understanding English text. They usually read the text 

without understanding the content or the meaning. Based on the reading 

test conducted on Tuesday, August 18
th

 2011 it is known that the average 

score was only 62. The number of students who got score 70 or above was 

only 23. It means that most of them still have difficulty in comprehending 

English text. The researcher is eager to know whether this condition is 

caused by any of the factors influencing students’ reading competence. 

One of things which affects the ability to read and understand the 

text is vocabulary. Grabe and Stoller (2005: 192) say that there is 

overwhelming evidence that vocabulary knowledge is closely related to 

reading abilities. Students need to recognize a large number of words 

automatically if they are to be fluent readers. Reader with more vocabulary 

knowledge will understand the text easier than reader with limited 

vocabulary knowledge. 

Harmer (2005: 203) says that the number of unfamiliar words 

which the text contains is one of the factors contribute to reading 

difficulty. If readers do not know half of the words in a text, they will have 

great difficulty in understanding the text as a whole. Vocabulary 

knowledge helps beginning readers decode, or map spoken sounds to 

words in print. If children have the printed words in their oral vocabulary, 

they can more easily and quickly sound out, read, and understand them, as 

well as comprehend what they are reading. If the words are not in 
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children’s oral vocabulary, they have trouble reading the words and their 

comprehension is hindered (National Reading Panel, 2000). 

Another things which can affect students’ success in mastering 

reading competency is students’ motivation in learning English. 

Motivation is one of non linguistic factors which have great contribution 

toward the successful of students’ language learning especially reading.  

The low or high motivation to learn English finally influenced the result of 

the learning. Grabe and Stoller (2005: 199) say that motivation is another 

key to successful reading. It has an important impact on reading 

development. According to them motivation is an individual trait, related 

to a person’s goals and beliefs, that is observed through task persistence 

and positive feelings toward an activity.  

Motivation is the crucial force that determines how much energy 

the learner devotes to a task and how long he preserves. It is a complex 

phenomenon and includes many components such as the need for 

achievement and success, the need for acceptance, curiosity, desires for 

stimulation and new experiences, etc. These factors play an important role 

in the whole teaching and learning process. If the learner does not have 

motivation to learn English especially reading, he will not study well. If 

unmotivated students face the difficulty in learning they will stop learning. 

Meanwhile, motivated students will be curios to learn and force 

themselves to learn more. Motivated students have personal drive to learn 

and to reach their goal. 
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Based on the explanation above, the writer would like to study the 

correlation of learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge and 

students’ reading competence. The title of this study is: “The correlation 

between learning motivation and vocabulary knowledge and students’ 

reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012” 

2. The Problem Statement 

The problems of this research are as follow.  

a. Is there any correlation between learning motivation and students’ 

reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo academic year 2011-2012? 

b. Is there any correlation between vocabulary knowledge and students’ 

reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo academic year 2011-2012? 

c. Is there any correlation between learning motivation, vocabulary 

knowledge simultaneously and students’ reading competence of the 

first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo academic year 2011-

2012? 

3. The Purpose of the Research 

The purposes of this research are stated as follow. 

a. To find out whether or not learning motivation has a positive 

correlation with students’ reading competence of the first grade 

students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo academic year 2011-2012. 
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b. To find out whether or not vocabulary knowledge has a positive 

correlation with students’ reading competence of the first grade 

students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo academic year 2011-2012. 

c. To find out whether or not learning motivation and vocabulary 

knowledge simultaneously has a positive correlation with students’ 

reading competence of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 

Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. 

B. Theoretical Review 

1. Reading competence 

Reading is described as a complex process of making meaning 

from a text, for variety of purposes and in a wide range of contexts (Allen 

and Bruton, 1998 in Cabaroglu and Yurdaisik, 2008). While Day and 

Bamford (2000 in Medina, 2008) suggest that reading is the construction 

of meaning from a printed or written message.  

Based on the above statements it can be concluded that reading is a 

complex activity which involves the process of looking at written language 

symbols and making use the background knowledge of the text to 

understand ideas intended by the author. The word competence is defined 

as the condition of being capable or the ability. Competence is the 

acquisition of knowledge skills and abilities at a level of expertise 

sufficient to be able to perform in an appropriate work setting (within or 

outside academy (Harvey, 2004). Reading competence in this research 
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means as the ability of students to read English text, to understand its 

meaning, and to answer questions about the text. 

2. Learning motivation 

Brown (1994: 114) defines motivation as an inner drive, impulse, 

emotion, or desire that moves one to a particular action. Hammer (2005: 

51) defines motivation as some kind of internal drive which pushes 

someone to do things in order to achieve something. Masgoret and 

Gardener (2003 in Gupta and Woldemariam, 2011: 37) describe 

motivation as a goal-directed behaviour demonstrated by an individual to 

achieve particular goals. 

Based on the definition above the writer comes to the conclusion 

that motivation is an internal drive which pushes someone to do things in 

order to achieve something. Learning motivation in this research means as 

an inner drive and energy that force students to learn English especially 

reading, to study effectively, and to improve to their potential. 

3. Vocabulary knowledge 

Hornby (1995:133) defines vocabulary as a total number of words 

which (with rule for companying them) make up the language. Hatch and 

Brown (1995: 1) say that the term of vocabulary refers to the list or set of 

words for particularly language or list of words those individual speakers 

of language. Meanwhile, Lehr et al. (2011) define vocabulary as 

knowledge of words and word meanings in both oral and print language 

and in productive and receptive forms. 
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Harmer (2007: 61) says that language learner should understand 

the meaning of a word in relation with other word such as the synonym 

and the antonym of a word in order to use it in communication.  

Vocabulary knowledge should also include an understanding of how the 

shape of that word can be altered so that its grammatical meaning can be 

changed.  Thus, knowing the vocabulary means knowing word meaning, 

recognizing idiomatic language use, knowing the facts about word 

formation, and knowing word grammar or the grammatical behavior of 

word. 

Vocabulary knowledge in this research means as knowing the 

vocabulary word meaning, recognizing idiomatic language use, knowing 

the facts about word formation, and knowing word grammar. 

C. Research Method 

1. The Method of the Research 

The method of this research is quantitative survey research. 

According to Sugiyono (2008: 12) quantitative survey research is 

conducted to collect the data from natural setting using questionnaire, test, 

or structured interviews. The writer applied correlational study in this 

research. Correlational study studies the correlation between two or more 

variables or the influence of one variable toward another variable (Nana 

Sudjana and Ibrahim, 2007: 77). Correlational study which is aimed at 

resulting hypothesis is carried out by measuring some variables and the 

coefficient of correlation between variables.  
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 The variables studied in this research are three variables. They are 

two independent variables namely: learning motivation, vocabulary 

knowledge and one dependent variable namely students’ reading 

competence. 

2. The Place and Time of the Research 

 The research was carried out at SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo. It was 

conducted in ten months from August 2011 up to May 2012. 

3. Population, Sample, and Sampling 

The population of this research was the first grade students of 

SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. There are 

three classes with 27 to 28 students each. The total number of students was 

83 students.  

This research used sample of the population to be the subject of the 

research. The researcher used 55 students as the sample of population. The 

technique of sampling used in this research was purposive sampling, 

because the population is quite small. The first class with 28 students was 

chosen to try out the instruments of the research and the other two classes 

with 55 students were chosen to be the sample of the population.  
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4. The Technique of Collecting the Data 

a. Test 

The instrument used to collect the data of vocabulary knowledge and 

reading competence was multiple-choice test. There were five 

alternatives of answer in each item; consisting one correct answer and 

four destructors. 

b. Questionnaire 

The instrument used to collect the data of learning motivation was 

questionnaire. There were four alternative answers.  

5. The Technique of Analyzing the Data 

 To analyze the questionnaire data and the tests data this study 

involved two major statistical procedures: (1) descriptive statistics, 

including means, mode, median,  average, standard deviations, frequency 

distribution, and range were calculated; and (2) quantitative statistics 

multiple linear regression. To test the hypothesis, the writer used multiple 

linear regression. The collected data was analyzed using multiple linear 

regression as the following. 

Y = a0 + b1 X1 + b2  X2 

where : 

a0   = Constanta 

Y   = Students’ reading competence 

X1   = Learning motivation  

X2   = Vocabulary knowledge 

a1, a2   = coefficient of predictor 1 and 2 
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D. Result of the Research 

1. The correlation between learning motivation (X1) and reading 

competence (Y) 

The null hypotheses (Ho) states that there  is no positive correlation 

between learning motivation (X1) and reading competence (Y), while the 

alternative hypotheses (Ha) states that there is positive correlation between 

learning motivation (X1) and reading competence (Y).  

The result of the multiple linear regression computation using 

SPSS 16.00 for Windows showed that the value of t observation   is 3.868. 

Then the value is consulted to the value of t table for n= 55 and α = 0.05, 

that is 2.000.  This means that the value of t observation is greater than the 

value of t table (3.868>2.000). The value of probability is 0.000. It is 

lower than 0.05. So, it is said that the value of t observation is significant. 

Therefore, the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and the alternative 

hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. It can be concluded that there is positive and 

significant correlation between learning motivation (X1) and reading 

competence. 

2. The correlation between vocabulary knowledge (X2) and reading 

competence (Y) 

The null hypotheses (Ho) states that there  is no positive correlation 

between vocabulary knowledge (X2) and reading competence (Y), while 

the alternative hypotheses (Ha) states that there is positive correlation 

between vocabulary knowledge (X2) and reading competence (Y). 
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The result of the multiple linear regression computation using 

SPSS 16.00 for Windows showed that the value of t observation  is 3.672. 

Then the value is consulted to the value of t table for n= 55 and α = 0.05, 

that is 2.000.  This means that the value of t observation is greater than the 

value of t table (3.672 >2.000). The value of probability is 0.001. It is 

lower than 0.05. So, it is said that the value of t observation is significant.  

Therefore, the null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected and the alternative 

hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. It can be concluded that there is positive and 

significant correlation between vocabulary knowledge (X2) and reading 

competence. 

3. The correlation between learning motivation (X1) and vocabulary 

knowledge (X2) and reading competence (Y) 

The third hypothesis of this research is the null hypotheses (Ho) 

which states that there  is no positive correlation between learning 

motivation (X1) and vocabulary knowledge (X2) simultaneously and 

reading competence (Y), while the alternative hypotheses (Ha) states that 

there is positive correlation between learning motivation (X1) and 

vocabulary knowledge (X2) simultaneously and reading competence (Y). 

Based on the result of multiple linear regression, it is known that 

the coefficient of a, b1, and b2 are 22.265; 0.248; and 0.418 respectively. 

Therefore, the multiple linear regression equation of Y on X1 and X2 

becomes: Y = 22.265 + 0.248 X1 + 0.418 X2. 
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The correlation analyses of the learning motivation, vocabulary 

knowledge, and reading competence has resulted the value of coefficient 

correlation, that is R = 0.933. The above table also shows that the value of 

F observation is 174.604 and the value of F table with degree of freedom 

(df) is 2 : 52, at α = 0.05 is 3.17. It is obvious that the value of F 

observation is greater than the value of  F table; this means that F 

observation is significant. So, it is said that the regression equation is also 

significant. 

Then, it can be concluded that the null hypothesis is rejected, and 

the alternative hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, it can be said that there is 

a significant positive correlation between learning motivation (X1) 

vocabulary knowledge (X2), simultaneously and reading competence (Y).   

E. Discussion 

This research proved that there is positive and significant correlation 

between learning motivation and reading competence. This conclusion is in 

line with the result of research conducted by Rahman et al. (2010) that 

motivation has significant correlation with students’ achievement on English 

subject. The result of this study is also in line with the result of Guthrie 

research (2007) about reading motivation and reading competence growth. 

Many other researchers and English language teachers also agreed with this 

conclusion. Dornyei and Csizer (in Gupta and Woldemariam, 2011: 37) stated  

about the importance of motivation by saying “Without sufficient motivation, 

even individuals with the most remarkable abilities cannot accomplish long-
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term goals, and neither are appropriate curricula and good teaching enough to 

ensure student achievement”. Thus, motivation plays important role in guiding 

one during the process of learning. One can set up the goal of learning or the 

goal of reading through his or her motivation. Having no learning motivation 

means as having no goal of learning. It will result in nothing. In the contrary, 

having high and specific learning motivation means as having or setting the 

goal of learning. One understands the goal and the reason why he or she learns 

to read English text or specific text. Thus, He will put his energy and mind to 

reach the goal which he had set up in the beginning of his activity of learning 

to read. This high learning motivation will differ one in doing the activity with 

one with lower learning motivation. The result of learning will also different 

too. 

 Based on the hypothesis testing above, it is also proved that there is 

positive and significant correlation between vocabulary knowledge and 

reading competence. The result of this research is in line with the result of the 

research conducted by Chen (2011) about The Impact of EFL Students’ 

Vocabulary Breadth of Knowledge on Literal Reading Comprehension.  This 

research also proved that vocabulary breadth of knowledge was positively and 

significantly correlated to reading comprehension. The result of this research 

is also in line with the result of the research conducted by Brown (2010) about 

Vocabulary Knowledge and Comprehension in Second Language Text 

Processing: According to this research the relationship between vocabulary 

knowledge and reading comprehension is reciprocal in second language 
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reading. The result of this research is also in line with the result of research 

conducted by Farvadin and Koosha (2011) that there is relationship between 

vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension. 

Aebersold and Field (1997: 138) states that understanding the basics of 

grammatical structure enables readers to understand the relationship between 

words, but it does not provide access to the meaning of the sentences.  

According to Aebersold and Field (1997: 141), when students come 

across words that are unknown to them, they can use vocabulary strategies to 

overcome it in order to understand the text. One of the strategies is to skip the 

word. The other strategy is guessing the meaning of unknown word using the 

words around it. Yet, those two strategies can only be used in a specific 

condition. The first strategy can be used if the unknown word is not vitally 

important. If the unknown word appears several times and seems to be the key 

to the general idea, then the words need to be dealt with. It means that the 

reader must know and find the meaning of that word.  

The second strategy can be used under specific terms. One condition is 

that the reader knows and understands the meaning of the context surrounding 

the words to be guessed. It means that the reader should have knowledge 

about most of the words contained in the text in order to guess the meaning of 

such an unknown word. Thus, knowledge about word has an important role in 

understanding the text. The quantity of unknown words in a text will influence 

how well the students understand the text. 
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F. Conclusion and Suggestion 

1. Conclusion 

a. There is positive and significant correlation between learning motivation 

(X1) and reading competence (Y) of the first grade students of SMA 

Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. The value of t 

observation is greater than the value of t table ( 3.868> 2.000). It means 

that reading competence will follow the increase or the decrease of 

learning motivation.  

b. There is positive and significant correlation between vocabulary 

knowledge (X2) and reading competence (Y) of the first grade students of 

SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo in the academic year 2011-2012. The value of 

t observation is greater than the value of t table (3.672 >2.000). It means 

that reading competence will follow the increase or the decrease of 

vocabulary knowledge.  

c. There is positive and significant correlation between learning motivation 

(X1) and vocabulary knowledge (X2) simultaneously and reading 

competence (Y) of the first grade students of SMA Veteran 1 Sukoharjo 

in the academic year 2011-2012. The value of F observation is higher than 

the value of F table (174.604>3.17). It means that reading competence 

will simultaneously follow the increase or the decrease of learning 

motivation and vocabulary knowledge. 
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2. Suggestion 

Based on the research findings and the conclusions above, the writer 

proposes some suggestions as follow. 

a. The students’ knowledge of vocabulary should be increased. The result of 

this research strengthened the view of most language teachers and 

researcher that vocabulary knowledge has significant correlation with 

reading competence. The writer suggests students to read more and learn 

vocabulary through reading. The writer also suggests the teacher to train 

students to use some of vocabulary strategies when they encounter 

unknown words while reading.  

b. The students’ learning motivation should be revived and increased. The 

writer suggests the teacher to enhance students’ motivation to learn 

English by giving incentives, choosing interesting topic, setting and 

stating the goal of learning, and many other ways.. The teacher should 

also enhance students’ awareness about the importance of learning 

English language for their school, their future, as well as their career.  

c. There should be another effort to conduct further research about reading 

competence. The result of such a research may find another factor which 

has strong contribution toward students’ reading competence. The writer 

suggests the next researchers to find out other variables which may be 

have stronger contribution toward reading competence. 
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