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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Crime is infraction of rules or laws for which some governing authority (via 

mechanisms such as legal systems) can ultimately prescribe a conviction. Crimes may 

also result in cautions or be unenforced. Individual human societies may each define 

crime and crimes differently, in different localities (state, local, international), at different 

time stages of the so-called "crime", from planning, disclosure, supposedly intended, 

supposedly prepared, incomplete, complete or future proclaimed after the "crime". 

Against crime is one of effort to create peaceful in this world. In other word 

against crimes are efforts to uphold the law and it creates comfort in the world. 

Michel Gondry (born May 8, 1963) is an Academy Award-winning filmmaker, 

whose works include being a commercial director, music video director, and a 

screenwriter. He is noted for his inventive visual style and manipulation of mise en scène. 

Britt Reid (Seth Rogen) is the son of LA's most prominent and respected media 

magnate and perfectly happy to maintain a directionless existence on the party scene until 

his father James Reid (Tom Wilkinson) mysteriously dies, leaving Britt his vast media 

empire. Britt knows next to nothing about his father's newspapers or background, and 

without his father finds himself at a loss with the newspapers' employees, meetings, or 

even how to manage his own goals. After firing almost all his father's personal servants 

in the house, he eventually recalls one that he only knows as having been responsible for 
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making his coffee, Kato (Jay Chou). For the newspaper, he hires a new secretary named 

Lenore Case (Cameron Diaz). 

The industrious and inventive Kato had long been working on the prized cars 

James owed and his son converted. Finding their love of cars a common ground, the two 

begin an unlikely friendship. Both agreeing that James had been a man of harsh temper, 

Britt decides to do something impulsive and settles on decapitating a public statue of his 

father. With Kato hidden in a car and Britt himself masked with a green cloth, he 

succeeds, but spots a street robbery taking place. Britt tries to help the victims but finds 

him overwhelmed, and Kato sees his employer fleeing from several armed men. Kato 

quickly analyzes the situation, fights them off and drives a very impressed Britt home. 

With the incident they see their chance to do something meaningful for the first time in 

their lives: fight crime. 

Britt takes a leading role because of his bolder personality, and the two agree that 

to get close to the criminals they'll pose as criminals themselves. This way, their enemies 

would be less likely to suspect their identities or try using hostages to take advantage. 

Kato, using all his ingenuity and skill, builds advanced retro weaponry including his 

pride 'Black Beauty', an indestructible car equal parts firepower and horsepower. To 

spread their fame, Britt leaves the criminals he meets a business card with an email to 

contact who the press had dubbed 'The Green Hornet', a name Kato had suggested in a 

meeting with Britt's top press executives. To get an idea of plans and keeping their 

criminal cover, Britt tells Lenore to research and predict the Green Hornet's criminal 

behaviors; he himself uses his newspaper to spread news of the infamous new criminal. 
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Protecting the law by breaking it, Britt becomes the vigilante the Green Hornet as 

he and Kato hit the streets. Rolling in a mobile fortress on wheels and striking the bad 

guys with Kato's clever gadgets, the Green Hornet and Kato quickly start making a name 

for them, but tensions soon arise between the pair. Kato is tired of being ignored in the 

media and being dismissed as the 'nameless thug', and Britt's obsession with his leading 

role causes him to belittle and mock Kato as the weaker sidekick. As the two grow fonder 

of Lenore, tensions erupt into a fight that nearly ends with Kato's death, and his dismissal 

from Britt's employ. Kato finds no sympathy from Lenore, who has also been fired by 

Britt due to his suspicions about an affair between her and Kato. 

Without his usual support, Britt starts to associate with the runner up for District 

Attorney, Scalon (David Harbour), a man who had indicated he wanted control of Britt's 

newspaper in exchange for 'compensation'. Scalon's uncompromising stance clashes with 

Britt's temper and the two leave each other in a rage. Lenore however believes that 

journalism is all about hearing all sides, so Britt eventually agrees to meet up with 

Scalon. What he doesn't know is that an email had been sent to the Green Hornet, and 

Kato sees that the vigilante had been hired to kill Britt Reid publicly in a restaurant. 

At the restaurant, Scalon tells Britt about his plans to control the media and 

become D.A, finally admitting that he had been responsible for James' death. Britt shows 

him a USB he had used to record the entire conversation, but Scalon is unmoved. As it 

turns out, Kato in his masked persona had arrived to the restaurant and met with 

Benjamin Chudnofsky (Christoph Waltz), the man who controls LA's gritty underworld, 

and the one who had hired him for the assassination. Kato appears in the restaurant and 

points a gun at Britt's head, scaring the other customers away, but for once Britt does not 
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act recklessly in a tense situation. Finally apologizing for his behavior to the other man, 

Britt convinces Kato of his sincerity, and the two turn against Scalon before 

Chudnofsky's men appear. The two escape together, and Chudnofsky realizes that Britt 

himself is the Green Hornet. With Scalon and many other gang members, they all set out 

in pursuit of the Black Beauty. 

Inside the Black Beauty, Britt assumes his Green Hornet identity while Kato 

heads for the newspaper offices, intending to upload the recording of Scalon's confession 

to the public. Chased on all sides by Chudnofsky's men who all had their own cars and 

guns, Black Beauty receives a beating but takes the two vigilantes safely to the office, 

where things descended into chaos as the remaining employees and most of the building's 

structure and machines get in the way of Black Beauty, Chudnofsky's men, and the police 

that eventually arrive to the scene. When they finally reach Britt's office, Kato holds off 

their enemies while Britt tries to upload the data. To his horror, there is no recorded data 

to be uploaded. He does not stay still for long, after seeing Chudnofsky holding Kato at 

gunpoint; Britt takes up Kato's mentioned training and clearly analyzes the situation 

before rushing in to help. Though unable to incapitate Chudnofsky he does take several 

mobsters out of commission, and in the distraction Kato blinds Chudnofsky. Before they 

could take care of Scalon, the police arrive, and Scalon quickly identifies himself and 

tells them to shoot the vigilantes. 

Unwilling to let Scalon escape and let their identities be exposed, the Green 

Hornet chooses to flee the scene, but not without taking Scalon down. Crashing what 

remained of the Black Beauty into Scalon and out the window, Britt and Kato escape 

through the injected seats that, amusingly enough, Britt once jokingly suggested Kato 
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make. Their escape is not completely smooth, for Britt had taken a bullet wound and is 

unable to go to the hospital without arousing suspicion, so they head to Lenore's home. 

After beating and pepper-spraying them, Lenore learns their identities and tries to help 

remove the bullet, but without proper equipment Britt is wary of the procedure. Together, 

the three of them hatch a plan. 

The next day, Britt Reid holds a press conference, claiming that the criminal 

Green Hornet had destroyed the office in his successful attempt to take Scalon's life. 

Black Beauty suddenly bursts into the area and a masked Kato announces that the Green 

Hornet sends the Reid family his regards, before shooting Britt and fleeing the scene. 

Lenore accompanies Britt to the hospital to treat his bullet wound, while a police car 

chases after the Green Hornet's infamous black car. Kato's latest innovation is revealed as 

the car switches to a white color to throw off police suspicion, before returning to a black 

color once the police car passed. 

There are several reasons that make the researcher be interested to analyze this 

movie. The first reason is because the movie gives the researcher lesson about life in 

society. Secondly, The Green Hornet movie provides an entertaining story about super 

hero; it makes the researcher feel happy when the researcher studies this movie. Thirdly, 

this movie gives motivation to the researcher to be better person. The last reason is 

because this movie gives a pleasure when the researcher watches this movie.  

Based on the reason the researcher would like to observer The Green Hornet 

movie by using a sociological approach. So the researcher constructs the title AGAINST 
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CRIME IN “THE GREEN HORNET” MOVIE DIRECTED BY MICHEL GONDRY 

(2011) 

B. Literature Review 

In this research the researcher did not find the other researcher in Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta and Surakarta region, Semarang region and also some 

Yogyakarta region conducting a study on Against Crime in The Green Hornet movie 

using a sociological approach. 

Here the researcher focuses on against crime in The Green Hornet movie and 

using sociological approach to analyze the movie. The title of the study is Against Crime 

in The Green Hornet Movie directed by Michel Gondey (2011): A Sociological 

Approach. 

C. Problem Statement 

The problem that will be analyzed in this research pepper is based on the 

background explained before. In order to reach the goal the researcher chooses the 

problem statement as follow “How is against crime reflected in The Green Hornet 

movie?” 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The limitation of the study is on the analysis Against Crime in The Green Hornet 

movie based on a sociological approach. 

E. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the research are as follows: 
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1. To analyze the movie in terms of its structural elements. 

2. To analyze the movie based on a sociological approach. 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits expected from the study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is expected to give contribution to the larger body of knowledge 

especially on understanding literary studies on The Green Hornet movie by using a 

sociological approach. 

2. Practical Benefit 

This study is expected to enrich the researcher’s own understanding about the 

movie and the application of the theory in the analysis. 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research the writer uses descriptive qualitative method. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of this study is the green hornet movie. This movie is directed 

by Michel Gondry and the writer by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, this movie is 

published by Colombia pictures. 
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3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

In this research the writer classifies the data source into two categories 

namely primary and secondary data sources 

a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data source of this study is The Green Hornet movie 

directed by Michel Gondry and the writer by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, 

this movie is published by Colombia pictures. 

b. Secondary Data Source 

The secondary data source is taken from other sources, which is related to 

primary data such as biography of the director, criticism in relation to the problem 

and material related to the study picking up from books or internet. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection  

In this case the writer uses two techniques of collecting data: 

a. Observation 

The data are taken by watching the movie of The Green Hornet in order to 

understand about the movie. 

b. Library Research 

The data are collected from the books that are related to the topic. 
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5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique used to analyze the data is clarifying the obtained data, 

selecting the necessary data and excluding the unnecessary one. And then the 

researcher analyzes the data based on theory of a sociological approach. 

H.  Research Paper Organization 

The researcher divides this research paper into six parts. Chapter I is 

Introduction consisting Background of the Study, Literature Review, Problem 

Statement, Limitation of the Study, Objective of the Study, Benefit of the Study, 

Research Method and Research Paper Organization. Chapter II is Underlying Theory. 

It deals with Notion of Sociology of Literature, Major Principles of Sociology of 

Literature, Structure Element of the Movie and Theoretical Application. Chapter III is 

the Historical Background of American Society in Early First Century. It consists of 

Social Aspect, Cultural Aspect, Political Aspect, Religious Aspect, Economic Aspect 

and Science and Technology Aspect. Chapter IV is Structural Analysis. It consists of 

Structural Element of the Movie and Discussion. Chapter V is Sociological Analysis. 

It deals with The Sociological Analysis and Discussion. Chapter VI is Conclusion and 

Suggestion. After Chapter VI the researcher presents, bibliography and appendix. 

 

 


