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ABSTRACT 

 

The research is aimed to know the effort of Against Crime in The 

Green Hornet movie by using sociological approach. The objective of this 

study is to analyze the movie based on the structural elements and to analyze 

the movie based on the sociological approach.This research is qualitative 

research. Type of data of the study is text taken from two data sources: 

primary and secondary. The primary data source is The Green Hornet movie 

directed by Michel Gondry (2011). While the secondary data sources are other 

materials taken from books, journals, and internet related to the study. Both 

data are collected through library research and analyzed by descriptive 

analysis.The study comes to the following conclusions. First, based on the 

structural analysis of each elements, it shows that the character and 

characterization, casting, plot, setting, point of view, theme, mise-en scene, 

cinematography, sound, and editing are related to each other and form the 

unity into good quality movie. Second, based on the sociological analysis, 

there is relation between this movie and the social reality in America in early 

twenty first century. The Green Hornet movie shows what happened behind 

the life politics in America and people who fight against politics crime.  

Keyword : Effort, The Green Hornet, Sociological approach.   

1. Introduction  

Crime is infraction of rules or laws for which some governing 

authority (via mechanisms such as legal systems) can ultimately prescribe 

a conviction. Crimes may also result in cautions or be unenforced. 

Individual human societies may each define crime and crimes differently, 

in different localities (state, local, international), at different time stages of 

the so-called "crime", from planning, disclosure, supposedly intended, 

supposedly prepared, incomplete, complete or future proclaimed after the 

"crime". 



Against crime is one of effort to create peaceful in this world. In 

other word against crimes are efforts to uphold the law and it creates 

comfort in the world. 

Michel Gondry (born May 8, 1963) is an Academy Award-

winning filmmaker, whose works include being a commercial director, 

music video director, and a screenwriter. He is noted for his inventive 

visual style and manipulation of mise en scène.. 

The Green Hornet is a 2011 American action film based on the 

character of the same name that had originated in a 1930s radio program 

and has appeared in movie serials, a television series, comic books, and 

other media. The Directeor of The Green Hornet movie is Michel Gondry, 

the film stars Seth Rogen, Jay Chou, Christoph Waltz and Cameron Diaz. 

There are several reasons that make the researcher be interested to 

analyze this movie. The first reason is because the movie gives the 

researcher lesson about life in society. Secondly, The Green Hornet movie 

provides an entertaining story about super hero; it makes the researcher 

feel happy when the researcher studies this movie. Thirdly, this movie 

gives motivation to the researcher to be better person. The last reason is 

because this movie gives a pleasure when the researcher watches this 

movie.  

Based on the reason the researcher would like to observer The 

Green Hornet movie by using a sociological approach. So, the researcher 

constructs the title AGAINST CRIME IN “THE GREEN HORNET” 

MOVIE DIRECTED BY MICHEL GONDRY (2011). In this research the 

researcher did not find the other researcher in Muhammadiyah University 

of Surakarta and Surakarta region, Semarang region and also some 

Yogyakarta region conducting a study on Against Crime in The Green 

Hornet movie using a sociological approach. Problem statement in this 

research is “How is against crime reflected in The Green Hornet movie?”. 

The limitation of the study is on the analysis Against Crime in The Green 

Hornet movie based on a sociological approach. Objective of the study is 

to analyze the movie in terms of its structural elements and to analyze the 

movie based on a sociological approach. 

 

2. Research Method 

In this research the writer uses descriptive qualitative method. The 

object of this study is the green hornet movie. This movie is directed by 

Michel Gondry and the writer by Seth Rogen and Evan Goldberg, this 

movie is published by Colombia pictures. There are two data sources that 

are needed to do this research (1) Primary Data Source, The primary data 



source of this study is The Green Hornet movie. (2) Secondary Data 

Source, The secondary data sources are books and other sources that 

support the analysis. 

The technique of data collection is library research, The data are 

taken by watching the movie of The Green Hornet in order to understand 

about the movie. and secondary data, classifying and determining the 

relevant data, taking notes from the material and some other resources 

related to the movie. The technique used in analyzing the data is 

descriptive analysis. It concerns with the structural elements of the movie 

and a sociological approach.  

 

3. Underlying Theory 

Laurenson and Swingewood (1972: 11) stated that “sociology is 

essentially the scientific, objective, study of man in society, the study of 

social institution of social processes; it seeks to answer the question of 

how society is possible, how it works, why it is persisting.” According to 

Laurenson and Swingewood (1972: 12) Literature is a work of art, which 

expresses of human life and the problem on society, particularly concerns 

with law, religion, norms and value of society, economics and politics 

with qualities of the relationship among them. The sociology of literature 

is a method to analyze the literary work based on sociological perspective 

to understand social aspect and social phenomenon in a certain period 

where literary work appears. 

Literary works exist because of the influence of the society, social 

condition and the phenomenon of the society. In sociology, there are many 

concepts that lived as a theory for the major principles in sociological 

approach. The theory is introduced by Laurenson and Swingewood (1972: 

13) which stated three approaches to the sociology of literature. The basic 

principles of literature are follows: 

 

a. Literary Work as the Social Documents. 

In relation to sociology of the literature, literary work is the 

reflection of the social phenomenon of the time when the author 

created the literary work. As human products, literary works are 

produced by the people based on what happen that time reflected in 

the work. The social influence is more important in sociology rather 

than the author itself. Laurenson and Swingewood (1972: 15) stated 

that “the conception of the mirror, then, must be treated with great care 

in the sociological analysis of the literature. It ignores the writer 

himself, his awareness and his intention.” 

 

 

 



b. Literary Work as Reflection of Social Situation of the Writer. 

It has been said in the previous that sociology of literature 

studies. The literary works of the author is as a member of society 

where she lives, so it cannot be separated from the social phenomenon. 

As literary work which deals with social life, sociology cannot be 

separated from the place where the authors live and create the works. 

Laurenson and Swingewood stated (1972:16) “we learn both of the 

nature of sociology and the ways individuals experienced it through 

the fictional characters that see and record not only the reality, but 

their hopes, wishes dreams, and fantasies...” This concept assumes that 

the author’s thought and idea comes from the reality which happens in 

author’s social life. 

 

c. Literary Work as the Manifestation from the Historical Moment.  

Historical background of literary works is an interesting thing 

to study since it reflects the social background where the author 

creates the works. History always follows the development of life. 

Sociology of literature which focuses on social life cannot be 

separated from the social background that influences the literary works 

itself. The sociological study of the literary works existed is the way to 

make the sociology of literature develop as Laurenson and 

Swingewood (1972:18) stated “The links between this historical 

background and the development of literature constitute a key area in 

any literature sociology.” 

 

According to Cullen and Agnew (1999: 1) Crime is a complex 

phenomenon, and it is a demanding, if intriguing, challenge to explain its 

many sides. Many  public officials come to their mind, often suggest that 

using good common sense is enough to explain why citizens shoot or rob 

one another and, in turn, to inform us as to what to do about such 

lawlessness. 

Cullen and Agnew (1999:20) stated that Crime occurs when the 

benefits outweigh the costs, when people pursue self-interest in the 

absence of effective punishments. Crime is a free-willed choice. 

Crime is infraction of rules or laws for which some governing 

authority (via mechanisms such as legal systems) can ultimately prescribe 

a conviction. Crimes may also result in cautions or be unenforced. 

Individual human societies may each define crime and crimes differently, 

in different localities (state, local, international), at different time stages of 

the so-called "crime", from planning, disclosure, supposedly intended, 



supposedly prepared, incomplete, complete or future proclaimed after the 

"crime". 

4. Historical Background of American Society in Early Twenty First 

Century 

The Green Hornet movie directed by Michel Gondry was released 

in 2011. This chapter will discuss historical background of American 

society at 21th century. They are social aspect, politic aspect, economic 

aspect, religious aspect, cultural aspect and science and technology aspect. 

a. Social Aspect 

According to Mauk and Oakland (1997: 243) the classification 

of class was based on the job status, income, capital and (sometimes) 

birth. The social class also could be different by inequalities in such 

areas as power authority, wealth, working condition, living condition, 

life style, life span, education, religion and culture. Results from 

research suggest that in the United States today approximately 15 to 

20 percent are in the poor, lower class; 30 to 40 percent are in the 

working class; 40 to 50 percent are in the middle class; and 1 to 3 

percent are in the rich, upper class. 

b. Political Aspect  

The system of political party in the United States is influenced 

by two factors. The first is presidency. It is an important office that the 

winning has inspired two broadly based national coalitions, one 

consisting of supporters of the party in the White House and the other 

of everybody else (Mauk and Oakland, 1997: 130). Besides, the 

presidential coalitions have defined the major parties and the agenda 

for national politics for decades. System of political parties is 

influenced by polarization of the country into two camps on two 

political parties. There were the democracy and republican regulation 

of the economy (Mauk and Oakland, 1997: 130-131) 

United States is a federal republic composed of a national 

government band fifty state governments. The political system is 

dominated by two parties: the republican and democrat. Republican 

Party is described as center right, which gets support and fund from 

morality and Christian group. The ideological centre of the Republican 

Party supports small government, minimal regulation of business, low 

taxes and private solutions to poverty and social problems. Democrat 

is described as center left, which gets support and fund from unions 



and minority ethnic. Democrat is more in favor of government 

management of the economy, a public social safety net and the union 

movement (Mauk and Oakland, 1997: 132). 

The United States is a democratic, federal republic. It is one of 

the oldest functioning democracies in the world. Government in the 

United States is divided into 3 levels: federal, state, and local. In 

addition to the national government, there are 50 state governments, 

and over 80,000 local governments, including counties, towns, and 

cities. 

c. Economic Aspect 

The United States is the world biggest economic power in 

terms of in Gross Domestic Product (GDP). This includes the goods, 

services, capital and income which the country produces. Mauk and 

Oakland (1997: 244) state that 24 percent of GDP arise from mining, 

energy, industry and fishing and some 73 percent from transportation 

and the service industries. 

The economy of the United States is the world's largest 

national economy. Its nominal GDP was estimated to be over $15 

trillion in 2011, approximately a quarter of nominal global GDP. The 

European Union has a larger collective economy, but is not a single 

nation. Its GDP at purchasing power parity is the largest in the world, 

approximately a fifth of global GDP at purchasing power parity. The 

U.S. economy also maintains a very high level of output. In 2011, it 

was estimated to have a per capita GDP (PPP) of $48,147, the 7th 

highest in the world, thus making U.S. one of the world's wealthiest 

nations. The U.S. is the largest trading nation in the world. Its three 

largest trading partners as of 2010 are Canada, China and Mexico. 

d. Religious Aspect 

United States religion consequently of three main faiths: 

Protestantism, Catholicism and Judaism (Mauk and Oakland, 

1997:358). Protestants are divided into great number of different 

churches and sects. This pluralistic variety means that there is no one 

umbrella denomination for all Protestants. Each church is independent 

supports itself financially, employs its own ministers, constructs its 

own building and follows its own belief (Mauk and Oakland, 1997: 

367). 

The majority of Americans (60% to 76%) identify themselves 

as Christians, mostly within Protestant and Catholic denominations, 



accounting for 51% and 25% of the population respectively. Non-

Christian religions (including Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism 

etc.), collectively make up about 3.9% to 5.5% of the adult population. 

Another 15% of the adult population identifies as having no religious 

belief or no religious affiliation. When asked, about 5.2% said they did 

not know, or refused to reply. According to the American Religious 

Identification Survey, religious belief varies considerably across the 

country: 59% of Americans living in Western states (the "Unchurched 

Belt") report a belief in God, yet in the South (the "Bible Belt") the 

figure is as high as 86%. 

 

e. Cultural Aspect 

American images create some major culture which may 

conflict with each other and operate on levels of idealism and 

pragmatism, namely (1) an ethnic culture based on Native American 

civilization, black slavery and immigration, which attempts to express 

human diversity. (2) A political culture which tries to unite the people 

under ideal versions of Americans, such as egalitarianism, morality, 

and patriotism. (3) An economic and consumer culture driven by 

corporate and individual competition which encourages the 

consumption of good and service (Mauk and Oakland, 1997:1). 

The culture of the United States is a Western culture originally 

influenced by European cultures. It has been developing since long 

before the United States became a country with its own unique social 

and cultural characteristics such as dialect, music, arts, social habits, 

cuisine, and folklore. The United States of America is an ethnically 

and racially diverse country as a result of large-scale immigration from 

many different countries. 

f. Science and Technology Aspect 

The civil war gave history of American development. These 

civil wars, as a dramatic change that occurring after 20 or 30 years. 

The war requirement has stimulated of the growth for many factory, 

speeds up the process of economic iron smelting business, steam 

energy and an electric energy. Even if, this war is stimulate with the 

development of the sciences and others discovery (Richard, 1991:202). 

The development of the science and technology stimulated the 

development of the industry and the agriculture. The Ares of the 

village became the big city, much of the little industry became the big 

industry, and the agriculture grew fast. This condition gave the profit 

to the people in the American and made the standard living of the 

society become prosperous (Richard, 1991:206). 



From its emergence as an independent nation, the United States 

has encouraged science and invention. It has done this by promoting a 

free flow of ideas, by encouraging the growth of "useful knowledge," 

and by welcoming creative people from all over the world. The bulk of 

research and development funding (64%) comes from the private 

sector, rather than from taxes. 

 

5. Discussion 

There are three major characters in The Green Hornet movie. 

There are Britt Reid, Kato and Chudnofsky. Britt Reid is acted by Seth 

Rogen. He is a son of the owner Daily Centinel. He becomes the owner of 

The Daily Centinel after his father was dead. He is as a leader of The 

Green Hornet. Kato is acted by Joe Chou. Kato is a Chinese man that 

works for James Reid. He is as technician in James’s garage. Chudnofsky 

is acted by Christoph Waltz. Chudnofsky is as a leader of gangster in Los 

Angeles. He is responsible for all crime in Los Angeles.  

The setting of time and place is suitable to early 21st century. 

Whole the places of this movie are located in Los Angeles. There are two 

places that often used for shooting of a film. They are Fleur de Lys and 

City Hall. In this movie, Fleur de Lys is as Britt’s house. It is suitable with 

the movie because Britt as a rich man. City Hall is as D.A. Frank 

Scanlon’s office. In this movie, D.A. Frank Scanlon is as a District 

Attorney. City Hall is suitable with Scanlon’s office.   

The plot of this movie begins with Britt Reid has a crazy idea. He 

cuts head of his father sculpture. Then, Scanlon makes pact with 

Chudnofsky and Scanlon must control all media in Los Angeles. The 

climax is when Scanlon tells Britt about his crime then Britt records all of 

their conversation. Britt tries to upload their conversation into The Daily 

Scentinel media.  In The Daily Centenel, Kato kills Scanlon and Britt gets 

shot from a SWAT team in his shoulder. The Green Hornet resolution is 

when the next morning, Britt promotes Axford to be editor in chief and 

stages being shot in the shoulder by Kato, further establishing The Green 

Hornet as a threat and allowing Britt to get treated by professionals in a 

hospital. 

The point of view in this movie uses the first person narrative 

because the story tells about how Britt fights a crime in Los Angeles. The 

character’s point of view in The Green Hornet movie is Britt. He feels sad 

when his father is dead. It can be seen from his eyes. The story teller’s 

point of view happens when Britt talks with Lenore. 



The technical elements support this movie, beside the narrative 

elements. The setting dressing and props supports the movie. It creates 

effect same with the reality. Costumes and make up express the 

personality of the character. Make up creates faces become younger and 

look natural. The lightning is very good because the lightning gives 

impression in building the situation. Cinematography in this movie is 

related with position of shot. It gives effect of the movie to become 

dramatic and alive. Sound in movie is very important. Sound makes the 

movie alive such as increase the show of the feeling situation and 

condition. When the characters are in sad situation, the music becomes 

softer and when the characters are in tense situation, the music becomes 

harder. Then, sound supports the emotion and mood in every scene. 

Editing in this movie is good. It makes the movie becomes unity. It makes 

the viewer or audience enjoy and understand the story of the movie. 

The Green Hornet movie gives a good moral message for viewer. 

It can be seen from the major character. They fight crime bravely although 

they get threat from a leader gangster and a politician. They sacrifice their 

life to keep justice and they do everything to show the truth.  

In social aspect, there are some classifications of American social 

based on their power of authority and wealth. The director reflects this 

phenomenon well into The Green Hornet movie. There are three classes in 

the social aspect such as upper class, middle class and worker class. 

Firstly, the upper class includes President and all of staff government. In 

The Green Hornet movie, the character that represents upper class is D.A. 

Frank Scanlon because he has a power that uses to create Los Angles 

become safe. He is as a District Attorney. Secondly, the middle class is 

divided into two classes. They are the upper middle class and the lower 

middle class. The character that represents of upper middle class is James 

Reid. He is the owner of Daily Centinel Company. He has 750 employees, 

luxurious house, and a lot of luxurious cars. The characters that represent 

of the lower middle class are Mike and Lenore. Mike is a managing editor 

in The Daily Centinel Company and Lenore is a secretary in The Daily 

Centinel. The last is the worker class. The character that represents the 

worker class is Kato. He has less educated. When he was child he lived in 

an orphanage. Then he lived on the street and he worked in garage. 

This movie shows the political aspect of America. There are three 

characters that have an authority. Firstly, Scanlon has an authority to 

keeps Los Angles from crime because he is as a District Attorney.  He has 

been contributing for America to create peaceful in the world. Other sides, 

he has a power to command citizen. In real fact, He has been making 



crime down significantly in Los Angeles. As a District Attorney, Scanlon 

has a decision for citizens which citizens have to obey his decision. 

Secondly, the Major has an authority to leading the system of government 

in Los Angeles city. The major must creates good situation for the city and 

provides job vacancy to citizen. But here the Major uses his authority to 

deceive citizen by his command to James. He wants to refuse article on 

gas prices. The last is Chudnofsky. He is as the leader of gangster in Los 

Angeles. In this movie, Michel Gondry tries to draw an authority in Los 

Angeles. 

In economic aspect, Michel Gondry draws the economic condition 

of America in early twenty first century. He draws the economic condition 

from the different habit. It can be seen from the character in wealthy and 

the character in poor. A rich people always spend their money for fun 

feasts. Whereas, the poor people must hard work to survive their life. In 

The Green Hornet movie, there are two people that describe the characters 

people in wealthy. Firstly, Britt describes the characters that represent 

people in wealthy. He is most rich people in Los Angles. He has different 

habit with other. He often joins in the party. Secondly, Danny describes 

the characters that represent people in wealthy, he is a rich man that has a 

night club and he has many bodyguard. He never does hard work to 

achieve a rich man. The last, Lenore describes the characters that represent 

people need more money to survive their life. She must hard work to be a 

rich people. 

   Religious aspect appears when the character in highest tension. 

The character call God when they in highest tension because they believe 

God will give a power for them. Other sides, they know the greatest power 

is in hand of God. They believe if God is the place where they put their 

hope and gives peacefulness. So they pray to God when they amazed and 

in high tension. In The Green Hornet movie the character that represent 

who is people always upholds religious values is Britt. It can be seen when 

Britt helps a couple of married. He calls God because he believes God will 

gives him a power to helps a couple of married from bunch of crime.  

In cultural aspect, Michel Gondry tries to reflect the American 

culture in this movie. This movie shows the same attitude and the habit of 

American culture. The Green Hornet movie shows the cultural aspect in 

many scenes. There are three cultural aspects in The Green Hornet movie. 

In mental fact, Lenore is the character that represents a person who is 

upholds values of forgiveness and helps each other. She forgives Britt 

although he tries to kiss her. Lenore is nice girl because she forgives Britt 

and she helps Britt. In behavior fact, Britt and Kato represent the 



American behavior. Usually they drink alcohol because America has cool 

temperature. It is also used to refresh when they get problems and it is 

used when they discuss. The physical facts involve the language, art, 

movie, as the result of mental and behavioral attitude. In The Green 

Hornet appears a song that describes American culture especially life of 

gangster in America.  

  In science and technology, America is the biggest country that 

has many modern technologies. In The Green Hornet movie appears some 

technology. In telecommunication, there are telephone and internet that 

uses to communicate. Britt uses internet to make his email. This 

communication tool helps American to communicate easily. Another 

innovation in The Green Hornet movie is coffee machine. It is one of 

innovation to makes coffee in good taste. 

6. Conclusions 

After analyzing The Green Hornet movie, the researcher draws the 

following conclusion. Firstly, based on the structural analysis, Michel 

Gondry wants to convey a moral message of The Green Hornet movie 

which is the power of bravery and sacrifice can reveal the Truth. All of 

elements in this movie support each other such as mise an  scene  that 

colors the character’s actions, good lighting that can build the situation, 

cinematography makes the movie alive, the sound makes the movie well 

because it supports emotion and mood in every scene, and the last is the 

editing that makes the movie become unity. They are complemented each 

other to create good quality of the movie.     

Secondly, based on the sociological analysis, it is clear that there is 

a firm relation between this movie and the social reality in America in 

early twenty first century. This movie concerns to the social aspect. The 

Green Hornet movie shows what happens behind the politics in America. 

Michel Gondry wants to draw the social problem in this movie. This 

movie shows people who fight against crime on gangster and politics. 

Besides that, the social realities of America give contributions to the 

creation of the story. The social class, economic aspect, political aspect, 

cultural aspect, religious aspect and science and technology give 

contribution in building character, characterization and plot of this movie.  
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