
 

1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

New developments in educational psychology also contributed to the 

rise of English for Specific Purposes (ESP), by emphasizing the central 

importance of the learners and their attitudes to learning. Learners were seen 

to have different needs and interests, which would have an important 

influence on their motivation to learn and therefore on effectiveness of their 

learning. This lent support to the development of courses in which „relevance‟ 

to the learners‟ needs and interests was paramount. The standard way of 

achieving this was to take texts from the learners‟ specialist area-texts about 

Biology for Biology students etc. the assumption underlying this approach 

was that the clear relevance of the English course to their needs would 

improve the learners‟ motivation and thereby make learning better and faster 

(Hutchinson and Waters, 1994: 8). 

The effect was to create a whole new mass of people wanting to learn 

English, not for the pleasure or prestige of knowing the language, but because 

English was the key to the international currencies of technology and 

commerce. Previously the reasons for learning English (or any other 

language) had not been well defined. Knowledge of a foreign language had 

been generally regarded as a sign of a well-rounded education, but few had 

really questioned why it was necessary. Learning a language was, so to speak, 
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its own justification. But as English became the accepted international 

language of technology and commerce, it created a new generation of learners 

who knew specifically why they were learning a language-businessmen and 

woman who wanted to sell their products, mechanics who had to read 

instruction manuals, doctors who needed to keep up with developments in 

their field and a whole range of students whose course of study included 

textbooks and journals only available in English. All these and many others 

needed English and, most importantly, they knew why they needed it 

(Hutchinson and Waters, 1994: 8). 

People can hardly deny that English plays a very important role in this 

globalized era. It is the most widely spoken language in the world. A good 

mastery of English can be said to be a prerequisite for the success of 

developing oneself. Therefore, colleges in Indonesia need to prepare their 

students not only to achieve mastery of their own subjects but also to use 

English proficiently in oral and written communication. 

However, the English curriculum for the non-English Departments is 

not sufficient to prepare students to attend classes in English. The objective of 

the course was merely to enhance the general English proficiency of the 

students, not to introduce the students to aspects necessary for attending 

subject classes in English. Moreover, students‟ enthusiasm in learning 

English was found to be very low. Therefore, a new curriculum that could be 

improved the students‟ English proficiency and competency was needed. In 

addition, the curriculum had to include all important study skills in English 
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that could mirror the real classroom activities from different subject-matter 

classes. In that way, students could be prepared and competent when they had 

to perform those study skills in English in their subjects. Students would also 

more motivate to learn English since they felt that they were taught what they 

needed (Floris, 2008:53). 

In this study, the writer describes learning strategies used by the 

higher achievers of nursing student to improve their English ability in 

STIKES „AISYIYAH Surakarta. Now, English is very important role for the 

nursing students. That is why, „Aisyiyah Health College of Surakarta hopes 

that students must be communicatively in English language. The students of 

„Aisyiyah Health College must use English function in their life. Last but not 

least, they use in their English lecture.  Many students of this college are not 

good in English and low motivation to learn English. That is why, the writer 

want to describe of learning strategies used by higher achiever to support and 

also give motivation to improve their English ability. Focuses of the study is: 

what are the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of nursing 

student in STIKES „AISYIYAH Health College of Surakarta. 

Kohonen in Nunan (1992: 11) states that an important position 

statement on experiential learning. A central notion in this theory is learner 

education, which emphasizes the importance of helping learners to develop an 

awareness of their learning in terms of three types of knowledge: (1) their 

self-concept and view of their role as a learner; (2) the process of learning; 

and (3) the learning task. It thus belongs within the philosophy of learner-
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centered instruction which advocates a twin focus on the language content 

and the learning process. Focusing on the learning process through 

awareness-raising tasks can empower learners by helping them to identify 

their own preferred ways of learning, and also assisting them to monitor their 

own learning. In empirical investigations of the subjective meaning brought 

by learners to the learning process, researchers have found that learners are 

different and learn in different ways (Willing in Nunan 1992). It has been 

argued that these differences should be reflected at the level methodology in 

selection of learning experiences. At each stage in the curriculum process, be 

it planning, implementation or evaluation, information about learners (and, 

where feasible, from learners) will be used to guide the selection of content, 

learning experiences and the means of assessing outcomes.    

Stevens, Madden, Slavin and Farnish (1987) found that students 

working in cooperative groups significantly outperformed those receiving 

traditional instructions on standardized measures of reading comprehension, 

reading vocabulary, language mechanics, language expression and spelling. 

They also performed better on writing sample and oral reading measures. In 

foreign language instruction, Bejarano (1987) assessed the effects of two 

small-group cooperative techniques and a whole-class method on the 

academic achievement of 665 seventh-grade pupils. It was found that students 

in both small-group methods significantly outperformed students in the 

whole-class method. The researchers conclude from the investigation that the 

findings „support the link between the communicative approach to foreign 
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language instruction and cooperative learning in small groups. The study 

demonstrates how to forge a link between the content and the process of 

instruction‟ (Bejarano in Nunan (1992: 3-4). 

Needs are often described in terms of a linguistic deficiency, that is, as 

describing the difference between what a learner can presently do in a 

language and what he or she should be able to do. This suggests that needs 

have objective reality and are simply there waiting to be identified and 

analyzed (Richards, 1944: 54). 

Hopefully, this study will help the students learning English with no 

burden especially for nursing students in „Aisyiyah Health College. 

Moreover, it will help teachers how to teach English with knowing the 

students need in learning English. 

B. Focus of the Study 

Based on background of the study above, the writer is interested to 

observe and classify the learning strategies used to develop English speaking 

skill: A case study of to higher achievers of nursing student to improve their 

English ability. So the writer formulates the problem statement or focus of the 

study as the following: 

1. What are the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of STIKES 

„AISYIYAH Health College of Surakarta to improve their English ability? 
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C. Research Questions 

Based on the focuses of the study, the problems can be formulated as 

follows,  

1. What learning strategies used to develop fluency? 

2. What learning strategies used to develop pronunciation? 

3. What learning strategies used to develop vocabulary repertoire? 

4. What learning strategies used to develop grammatical knowledge? 

D. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problems statements above, the writer has the objectives 

of the study as follows: 

1. To know the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of STIKES 

„AISYIYAH Surakarta to improve their fluency. 

2. To know the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of STIKES 

„AISYIYAH Surakarta to improve their pronunciation. 

3. To know the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of STIKES 

„AISYIYAH Surakarta to improve their vocabulary repertoire. 

4. To know the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of STIKES 

„AISYIYAH Surakarta to improve their grammatical knowledge.  
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E. Benefit of the Study 

The writer expects this research gives contribution for academic and 

practical sphere. 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

        The writer wants to give some perspectives about learning strategies 

used by the higher achievers of nursing student to improve their English 

ability. 

2. Practical Benefit 

         This study can contribute for the teaching learning process, 

especially the learning strategies used by the higher achievers of nursing 

student to improve their English ability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




