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          ABSTRACT 
This study is aimed to show passion for saving life in Solomon movie by 

using existentialist perspective. It is done by establishing two objectives: the first is 
analyzing the movie based on its structural elements and the second is analyzing the 
movie based on the Existentialist Perspective. 

 
 This research is qualitative research. Type of data of the study is text and 

image taken from two data sources: primary and secondary. The primary data source 
is the Solomon Kane movie directed by Michael J. Basset released in 2009. While the 
secondary data sources are other  materials taken from books, journals, and internet 
related to the study. Both data are collected through library research and analyzed by 
descriptive analysis.  

 
The study comes to the following conclusions. First, based on the structural 

analysis of each elements, it shows that the character and characterization, casting, 
plot, setting, point of view, theme, mise en scene, cinematography, sound, and editing 
are related to each other  and form a unity. Second, based on the Existential analysis, 
passion for saving life leads to meaningful action in human’s life. 

 
Keywords: Passion for saving life, Solomon Kane, Meaningful Action, Existentialist 
Perspective. 

 
  



1. INTRODUCTION 

Existentialism is not easily defined, as each philosopher has different 

formulation to define it as Macquarie states, “existentialism is a type of philosophy 

difficult to define because it does not have any agreed body of doctrine; it is rather a 

way of doing philosophy in which life and thought are closely related to each other” 

(Macquarrie in The Encyclopaedia of Religion, 1987:22). It grew rapidly after World 

War II, but it does not mean existentialism emerge at the same time. The pioneer, 

Soren Aabye Kierkegaard introduced existentialism before World War I, but it 

became well known in the 20th century. 

Literature is reflection of social realities and condition of social being in the 

society. It means that literature cannot be free from the social issue around the 

society. In edition, literature is closely related to sociology science that reflects the 

phenomena happening in the society.  

The film opens in North Africa, 1600, with the English mercenary, Solomon 

Kane, leading the crew of his ship into battle against the Ottoman occupiers of a 

fortress town. After defeating the Ottoman defenders, Solomon and his men enter the 

fortress, only to enter a room of enchanted mirrors  

There are four reasons that make the movie be attracting to study and analysis. 

First reason is because the movie is a literature that is interesting to analyze.   

It shows the reality of life, so that watching the movie will give  people experience 

of  life.   Most of the inspiration will be gotten from watching movie. 

Second reason is the good character. The movie show the ambiguity of the 

mayor character. The character is sometimes like a dirty  and pure man in that 

motion of the story.  Solomon looks like a person who is ambitious of doing war and 

careless to other people, but in other hand he is  very good and willingly to help 

others. So it is interesting. 

Third reason is the movie shows the war condition that makes it interesting to 

study. There  is part of the reality condition of war that makes raise the imagination. 



Fourth reason is the Personality behaviors of mayor character. The movie 

shows the unfairness condition  to Solomon and finally grows up in the bad 

environment when life must go on. So that Solomon wants to do the best thing to his 

life.   The movie shows Solomon’s character as the good man after becoming devil. 

By watching the movie the emotional feeling would be gotten like involved in the 

stories.  

Stimulated by all of facts clarified above the writer proposes a psychoanalytic 

approach to study about the major character using Sartre‘s Existentialism theory and 

entitles this research paper:  PASSION FOR SAVING LIFE  IN MICHAEL  J 

BASSET’S SOLOMON KANE MOVIE : (2009) AN EXISTENTIALIST 

APPROACH 

 Problem Statement 

Problem Statement is important in any research to find the answer of 

scientific question that emerge in doing research. The story in the Solomon 

Kane’s character, concerning with his existence in looking for the meaning of life 

therefore, the problem statement of this study is “How the Passion for saving life 

is reflected in the movie Solomon Kane by Michael?” 

 Limitation of the Study 

To accomplish the study, the research should limit the study. The study will 

focus on the passion for saving life process through the structural element of the 

movie based on the existentialism perspective.  

Objective of the Study 

The objectives of this study are: 1. To analyze the structural elements of 

Solomon Kane movie. 2. To analyze the movie based on the existentialism 

perspective and identifying the relationship between movie and the passion for saving 

life.  



Literature Review 

The movie Solomon Kane by Michael J. Basset is interesting movie.  As far 

the writer concerns, the research on the movie has been conducted by some 

researches. 

The first Researcher is Kartika Rahmawati (2011) Muhammadiyah University 

of Surakarta, entitled The Anxiety of Solomon Kane in Micheal J. Basset’s Solomon 

Keane: (2009) Based on the title and background, the writer focuses on analyzing 

Solomon Kane id, ego, superego, and then his anxiety. The last, the writer makes an 

analysis of Solomon Kane character using anxiety. The outcome of the study shows 

that the film illustrates the anxiety of Solomon Kane in a hard world in the early 

sixteenth century. The research shows a bloodthirsty mercenary who loses his soul to 

the devil’s reaper and then he must save and get redeemed for his soul. Finally, the 

conclusion of this analysis is that people must be brave to take the consequence of 

what they choose, in facing the problem they must be able to make up their mind so 

they will not regret and will reduce their anxiety. 

Based on the previous research above, the positioning of this research is to try 

extending previous studies on Existentialist.  In the study the researcher gives title:  

Passion for Saving Life in Michael J. Basset’s Solomon Kane : (2009) an  

Existentialist Approach. 

 

          2.  RESEARCH METHOD 

 Types of the Study, This type study is qualitative in which the researcher 

does not need statistic to collect, to analyze, and interpreted data.  Types of the Data 

and the Data Source, The Type of data is text, while the data sources are divided 

into two kinds:  a  Primary Data Source, The primary data sources of data are the 

literary work itself that consist of word, phrase, and sentence. b Secondary Data 

Sources, The secondary sources of data are books of literary criticism, and articles on 

internet.  Object of the Study, The object of the study is the movie of Michael J. 

Basset “Solomon Kane” Published in England by  Co. inc and copyright in 1964. 



Technique of the Data collection, In this research, the technique of data collection 

in this study is library research. It consists of some steps, as follows: a. Observation, 

This step is used to make the analysis by watching the movie repeatedly to 

understanding about the movie. b. Library Research , Finding out the important data 

and identifying the relevant element. Technique of Data Analysis, The data are 

analyzed by using descriptive qualitative analysis and analyzing the structural 

elements of the movie. 

 

3 UNDERLYING THEORY 

A. Notion of Existentialism 

Existentialism is not easily to define, as each philosopher has different 

formulation to define it as Macquarrie states, “existentialism is a type of philosophy 

difficult to define because it does not have any agreed body of doctrine; it is rather a 

way of doing philosophy in which life and thought are closely related to each other” 

(Macquarrie in The Encyclopedia of Religion, 1987:222). It grew rapidly after World 

War II, but it does not mean existentialism emerge at the same time. The pioneer, 

Soren Aabye 

In other words, man exists because he makes his own decision for his own life 

and acts as if he is what he is. His efforts to make his life better differentiate him from 

other God’s creatures.  

The emerge of existentialism maintain different definition between 

existentialists. Though each existentialist has different concept of existentialism, they 

have the same focus of study that is human being. As Abbagnano states, “the key 

problems of existentialism are those of man himself, of his situation in the world and 

of his more ultimate significance” (Abbagnano in The New Encyclopedia Britannica, 

1994:615). It cannot be divided that man and his existence become the soul of 

existentialism. Lacey also states, “the important of these themes is an interest in man 

as such and his relation to the world, and in the notion of being” (Lacey, 1976:64). In 



short, existence becomes the most important issues in existentialism. Besides, man 

must make some choices to show his existence.  As Sahakian states that, “man must 

choose his own nature and values” (Sahakian, 1968:68). Man must also have good 

relationship with his surrounding to give his live meaning.  

Existentialism has some characteristics. As mentioned earlier, it has close 

relationship with human being and his existence. It also deals with freedom. As 

Solomon says, “existentialists have differed widely from one another or many basic 

philosophical issues, but they have shared a concern for human freedom and personal 

responsibility and have stresses the importance of individual’s need to make choices” 

(Solomon in Academic Encyclopedia, 1991:332). It can be concluded that freedom 

becomes one of the central focuses in existentialism. Wren also supports this opinion 

that existentialism is “… a philosophical approach that emphasizes, among other 

things, the ultimate of human freedom” (Wren in Grolier Academic Encyclopedia, 

1991:79).  

Human being is a social creature with biological needs that must eat, drink, 

shelter, and clothe him. Besides, he has to socialize himself with others. In 

socializing, he will face some problems. Man is hoped that he is able to solve his 

problems. Because he does not only face a problem, he will meet some choices in 

solving his problems. Furthermore, men have to be careful to decide what the best is 

for him and for others. As a result, his freedom plays an important role when wants to 

make a decision. As Paul Edwards says, “they can attempt to conceal their freedom 

from themselves by a variety of devices (Edwards, 1996: 291).  

B. Sartre’s Existentialism 

The researcher tries to elaborate the Sartre’s major concept in existentialism, 

and the elaborations are expected could represent the whole central ideas of 

existentialism. The researcher elaborates the concept into seven terms. The terms are 

Being, Existence before Essence, Consciousness (cogito), Freedom to Choose, and 

Anguish (Anxiety), Transcendence of Ego, and Nothingness. The elaboration for each 

term as follow: 



1. Being 

Sartre distinguished being into two, namely being-in-itself and being-for-

itself. Being in-itself has a subject in the thing which has no consciousness, and then 

being-for-itself has a subject in the human which has consciousness to decide their 

existence and also their action for signing of them that they are exist in the world, 

According to Sartre: 
Being-in-itself (etre-en-soi). Non-conscious Being. It is the being of the phenomenon 

and overflows the knowledge which we have of it. It is plenitude, and strictly 

speaking we can say of it or really that it is. (Sartre, 1958:629). 
 

Being in itself is non-conscious Being, human has a conscious whether human 

exist, but human has no conscious about thing which is not exist. 

Existing and being, both cannot choose the meaning of thing. For the example 

stone, humans can feel the stone was being but the stone itself has no consciousness 

to exist that is different with human whose conscious of their own being. 
Being-for-itself (etre-pour-soi). The nihilation of Being-initself; consciousness 

conceived as a lack of Being, a desire for Being, a relation to Being. By bringing 

Nothingness into the world the For-itself can stand out from Being and judge other 

beings by knowing what it is not. Each For-itself is the nihilation of a particular 

being. (Sartre, 1958:629) 

Being For-itself (etre-pour-soi) is conscious of human which know that they 

are exist and being in real world. The subject of Being for-itsself is human. Human 

has conscious to decide their existence, absolutely they know and can feel in their 

own existence for example human can decide what they have to choose in the 

optional choice at real world for the proof of being human need act. Its theory  

differentiate between the existence of the things and human. 

2. Existence before Essence 

One of the major principles of existentialism is the terms existence before 

essence by Sartre. In this theory, Sartre explained that “human life is understandable 

in terms of an individual man’s existence, his particular experience of life. Further it 



is explained, “A man lives means that he has an existence rather that a man is which 

means he has being or essence”. Man is being by his conscious as his own self and as 

like that he can’t change. By this fact, then the being of human is different with the 

being of the thing which has no consciousness 

3. Self - Consciousness (Cogito) 

Conscious is intentional, naturally course to the world. As Sartre formulated: 

conscious (as if) himself exists (as if) conscious a things. Conscious is self 

consciousness (Bertens, 1996: 91). But he mostly stresses his study on human 

consciousness. Since only human being has self-consciousness, it cannot be divided 

that human being becomes the focus of his study. Since only human being has self-

consciousness, it cannot be divided that human being becomes the focus of his study. 

4. Freedom to Choose 

Making a decision is a form of man’s freedom. In Sartre’s opinion, freedom is 

important for human being who always deserves to have his freedom. Man has 

freedom to do, to choose, and become everything he wants. As he cannot live by 

himself, he also cannot neglect others. It can be concluded that his freedom takes him 

to consequential responsibility. Its responsibility is that he chooses what the best is 

for him and also for others.  

5. Anxiety 

The choice will be appear with responsibility and consequences, That is 

anxiety when the people has chosen choice in their life, completely he is conscious 

that he has responsible about the impact, and  also all at once the legislator that 

impact to other. In this situation, he cannot run from deep completely responsibility’s 

feeling. It can be added in the following quotation: 
Not all of people can run from the disturbance of thinking (anxiety) accept such kind 

of self observation. The point of this theory is “the peoples are aware of who we are 

and fully responsible for our existence” and the peoples are anguish; if we claim that 

we are not anxious, then we are merely hiding our anxiety. (Sartre,2002: 49). 



6. Transcendence of Ego 

Human is a part of society, as a part of society itself, human feel that they part of 

universe and have tendency to do the best for their society as well as hero. Transcendence of 

Ego is such kind of tendencies for human to do more helpful for their society as hero for the 

example the man has tendencies to help the old man across the street. Actually he has the 

transcendence of Ego. The Ego of him to help is more important than the ego in himself. This 

phenomenon is goodly doing as their choice to be good man. 

7. Nothingness 

Nothingness appears in existentialism, as the placeholder of the possibility. The 

awareness of anything in the world that is not the own existence (which by the way, cannot 

be held in consciousness without being civilized) is an awareness of nothingness, that is, 

what he, this existence is not and in some cases someone could become.  

When some people life, absolutely they exist, they can do anything and other people 

can receive their existence. But when the people die, they will be nothingness, according to 

Nietzsche in Hassan (Hassan, 1985: 49) the love in life is not having a meaning we have to 

scare in death. All peoples will be death. So, die in the time which sees the death will come 

when it is in time moreover that willing to die if has in the time. It can be added in the 

following quotation: 
My death I praise you, and the free death which comes to me because I want 

it.”…..Free to die and free in death, able to say a holy no when the time for yes has 

passed.” (Hassan, 1985: 49). 

 

4 RESEARCH FINDING 

The analysis of the major character in Solomon Kane movie by Michael J. 

Bassett shows the passion for saving life which is meaningful in life. The major 

characters show the important part of construction the meaning of life which is in this 

movie based on the Sartre’s existentialism. Finally Michael J. Bassett builds 

meaningful story which motivates the audience of Solomon Kane movie by the 

Solomon’s existence, Solomon which has less care to his children, he chooses all 

choices which relate the choice of the children to reach his goal, and at last he can 

prove to himself as a responsible father in saving the society from the treatments. The 



aspect of existentialism occurs in this movie, being, existence before essence, 

freedom to choose, anxiety and finally nothingness build in this movie, it represent 

passion for saving life that there are existentialist aspect in this movie. 

5 CONCLUSIONS 

Based on the analysis in the previous chapter, the researcher draws the 

following of Passion for saving life. 

Firstly, based on the structural analysis, it is evident that in the movie, 

Michael J. Bassett wants to convey a moral message that “the awareness of life 

meaning leads to meaningful action”. It so doing the character of Solomon be 

successful to get much impression for a scientific-fiction movie; the continually plot 

from the beginning, the middle, and the end; the point of view have been done in all 

ways and precisely appropriate applied in the story in the most setting of place; then 

the visualization from mise-en-scene, cinematography, editing, and the other 

technical elements have the unity and successful relate to one another then finally 

formulated into good quality of a movie. Secondly, based on the Existentialist 

analysis Solomon Kane is the movie which has the existentialist aspect that builds in 

the story and character in this movie. Existentialism reflects individual context in 

expressing life meaning through consciousness, freedom, anxiety, and transcendence 

of ego. All of these aspects become parts of existentialism philosophy. 

The next requirement for human to exist that he has to have freedom to 

choose, there are no one who influences his existence to choose, it is the process of 

becoming by people to define himself as he want. The fifth is the anxiety, it is the 

condition of the human that he should choose the choice, when he has to choose one 

choice he feel uncomfortable about his choice which does not make sense, he scares 

if he choose his choice, this condition called anxiety condition of people, and the last 

is transcendence of ego phenomena, actually human has a differential level of 

transcendence of ego, in this phenomena people do out of his ego level, all of those 

are the aspect which occurs in Solomon Kane existentialist’s analysis. 
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