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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents the introduction of the research. It describes 

background of the study, literature review, limitation of the study, problem 

statement, objective of the study, benefit of the study, research method and 

research paper organization. 

 

A. Background of the Study 

In the 16
th

 century, the African-Americans who lived in the United 

State had been through difficulties life. It happened since they 

arrived in America. They faced discrimination, segregation and stereotype 

for decades. Sometimes, they were being treated as animal and they lost their 

human rights. Especially for women, they were not free from suffering as a 

part of society. 

Suffering is when someone feels unpleasant in her life. It can be in 

psychic and mental or both of them. Suffering is an individual's basic affective 

experience of unpleasantness and aversion associated with harm or threat of 

harm. Suffering may be qualified as physical
 

or mental 

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffering). In the 16
th

 century, African- 

American women f aced  d ou b l e  sufferings. They were as blacks and 

women. The sufferings and discriminations were gotten not only by the whites 

but also from their African-American men’s patriarchal  mind. It means 

file:\\wiki\Affective
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that women are more subordinate than man not only in the society but also in 

the family. 

The suffering of women can be reflected in the literary works. It can be 

realized in the kind of short story, novel, poem etc. Novel is the one example 

of it. Novel is a long narrative in literary prose that serves fiction story on the 

word form which has intrinsic and extrinsic element. Generally, a novel tells 

about human life with many problems in society. An author tries to direct the 

readers to know the reality of human life through the story of the novel. In 

other side, the author follows the readers to feel what the characters feel and 

do. Author’s wish is showed in a story that she made. 

Alice Walker is an American woman author, poet, and woman activist. 

She was born in 9 February 1944 in Georgia. She was raised in a large 

household with eight brothers and sisters. She was the youngest children of 

Willie Lee Walker and Minnie Lou Tallulah Grant. Walker began to write 

when she was eight years old. Initially, her writing is private because in that 

period the freedom of writing was limited for African-Americans.  

In 1961, Walker went to Spellman College in Atlanta on a full 

scholarship and later transferred to Sarah Lawrence College, New York. She 

was graduated in 1965. After graduated, she became interested in the U. S. 

Civil Rights Movement. She became as an activist continuing her participation 

during in the college. She did not only become an activist but also writer. She 

resumed her writing carrier when she joined Ms. Magazine as an editor.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spelman_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlanta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sarah_Lawrence_College
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She has published many collections of short stories, poetry, and other 

work. She writes about the struggles of black people, particularly women, and 

their lives in a racist, sexist, and violent society. Her writings also focus on the 

role of women of color in culture and history. In 1970, she was published her 

first novel The Third Life of Grange Copeland. Walker's second novel, 

Meridian, was published in 1976. In 1982, Walker published what has become 

her best-known work, the novel The Color Purple. 

A real example of the suffering of African – American Women is 

reflected in a novel by Alice Walker entitled The Color Purple. The novel was 

published in the 1982. This is one of the literary works of Alice walker that 

talks about black feminism. The Color Purple can be called as the master 

piece of Alice Walker. The Color Purple also has some awards, for example in 

1983; it received Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and The National Book for Fiction. 

Furthermore, it was later adapted into a film and musical with the same name. 

This novel is adapted into a film by Steven Spielberg and one of the actresses 

of The Color Purple Movie is Oprah Winfrey. These movies make Walker 

more popular, successful and controversial. 

The Color Purple is Historical Significance Walker’s portrayal of a 

double repression of black women in the American Experience. Walker 

believes that black women suffer from discrimination by the whites and from 

black males who impose the double standard. The Color Purple takes place 

mostly in the rural Georgia. This novel focuses on African American women’s 

life in 1930s in the Southern United States. It told about a young African 
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American woman fighting her way through not only the whites but also 

patriarchal of black culture. In this novel, walker told that women are more 

subordinate than men. The main character of this novel is Celie. In this novel, 

Celie is a young girl who faces cruel treatment from men in around her. 

When Celie was fourteen years old, she starts write letters to God. She 

writes her experiences and emotions through her letter. She abused and raped 

by her stepfather, who takes away her children after they were born. 

Eventually, her stepfather, Alphonso, marries Celie off to a man who is just as 

abusive as her stepfather. Celie’s new husband, Mister simply marries Celie to 

take care of his four children, his house, and work in his fields. Celie is 

somewhat happy to marry Mister because she can now remove her younger 

sister, Nettie, from Alphonso’s household. However, after Nettie lives in 

Mister’s household for a time without encouraging his sexual advances, 

Mister kicks Nettie out. Though Nettie promises to write to her sister, Celie 

does not hear from her. Celie is separated from Nettie. Nettie is the only 

person in the world whom she loves and who loves her back. 

 Celie’s life changes when Mister brings his deathly ill mistress home 

for Celie to nurse back to health. Mister’s mistress, Shug, is everything that 

Celie isn’t: sexy, sassy, and independent. Celie quickly falls in love with 

Shug, and Shug falls in love back. For the first time in Celie’s life, she has a 

chance to enjoy sex, romance, and friendship. Together with Shug, Celie 

discovers the mystery of Nettie’s silence for so many decades: Mister has been 

hiding all of Nettie’s letters in his locked trunk. When Celie finds her sister’s 
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letters, it unlocks a new world for her. Instead of being submissive and 

downtrodden, she realizes the full extent of the abuses she has suffered from 

Mister. This knowledge gives her the strength to leave him. Celie heads off to 

Memphis with Shug to start a new life. 

Nettie’s letters transform the way Celie sees the world. From Nettie, 

Celie learns that her stepfather isn’t actually her biological father. Celie also 

learns that Nettie is living with the Reverend Samuel and his family, working 

as a missionary in Africa. The Reverend Samuel had also adopted Celie’s two 

children from her stepfather many years back. Nettie, Samuel, and the children 

plan to return from Africa soon. Celie learns that Alphonso, her stepfather has 

died. She also finds out that the house that he lived in actually has belonged to 

Celie and Nettie since their mother passed away. Therefore, Celie owns a 

home, which she prepares for Nettie’s arrival.  

Therefore, as an independent woman, Celie remains close friends with 

Shug, although Shug is not faithful or constant in their romantic relationship. 

Celie also gains a new friend. After Celie left Mister, he became a changed 

man. He’s reformed and is a pretty decent guy. Although Celie is not remotely 

romantically interested in him, they enjoy each other’s company. After several 

decades abroad in Africa, Nettie returns with Samuel, who is her husband, and 

with Celie’s two children. The sisters have a blissful reunion, and although 

they’re old women, they get the sense that they’ve just begun the best years of 

their lives. 
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The writer is interested to analyze The Color Purple novel because of 

some reasons. The first reason is because the story of this novel is wonderful 

and based on true story. Walker writes about the position and condition 

African-American’s woman in America. This novel tells about the suffering of 

black woman in America. 

The second reason is because The Color Purple is considered the best 

novel. It received some awards, for example Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and The 

National Book for Fiction. It shows that The Color Purple is the best novel or 

fiction on that year. It was also adapted into film and musical drama with the 

same name. 

The third reason is because The Color Purple also gives an education 

factor. The writer wants to explore about feminism value in America: how the 

women’s position, women’s role, women’s right, and women’s participation. 

The writer gives information that black women have different position in 

America. In the society, their activities and rights are so limited. 

The fourth reason is The Color Purple has simple plot in the story. It 

makes easy to the reader to more understand about the story. The writer wants 

the reader easier to understand with the message of the novel. So, the audience 

can get the moral value of the novel. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher was interested in 

analyzing The Color Purple novel. The researcher uses feminist theory as an 

approach to analyze The Color Purple novel, because this novel has great 
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possibility to know the phenomenon of the feminist of the main character. In 

this study the researcher encourages herself to give a title, “African – 

American Women’s suffering in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1982) 

Novel: A Feminist Approach” 

B. Literature Review 

The Color Purple novel written by Alice Walker is an interesting novel. 

As long as the writer knows, there is no research that is conducted to study 

the novel The Color Purple at least among the students of Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta. This is the first study on this novel around Surakarta.  

And then, the researcher tries to get review in the others university. 

Therefore, the researcher found two studies on The Color Purple novel. 

The first researcher is Sari (2002) from Malang University, entitled 

“Black feminism in Alice Walker's The Color Purple “. In this study, the first 

researcher analysis the views and ideas of Black feminism as reflected 

through the female characters in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. She 

reveals the views and ideas of black feminism that is reflected through the 

female characters in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. To support her 

research, the first researcher uses Black feminist theory. 

The second researcher is Listya Nur Indriani (2008) from Diponegoro 

University, conducted the study with title “The Sexual Oppression of Women 

Characters in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple’’. The second researcher 

analysis the sexual oppression as reflected through women character in Alice 

Walker’s The Color Purple novel. In this study, she wants to show the 
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dominant of man in the family. She also reveals the sexual oppressions that 

happen toward women character in this story since they were child. In her 

research, the second researcher uses Feminist theory. 

The Third researcher is Nur Lailatin Azizah (2010) from University of 

Brawijaya that studies about “African- American Women’s Struggle to Gain 

Independence Reflected in Celie, the Main Character in Alice Walker’s The 

Color Purple”.  The third researcher describes women’s struggle to gain 

independence in their life. She focused on the main character of The Color 

Purple novel, Celie. She also shows the process of Celie’s struggle to gain 

independence from Celie’s life in patriarchy family until Celie’s finding her 

identity. In her research, the third research also uses Feminist theory. 

Based on the researches, the writer thinks that her study is different 

from others. The first researcher focuses on the views and ideas of black 

feminism that is reflected through the female characters in Alice Walker’s 

The Color Purple. The Second research reveals the sexual oppression as 

reflected through women character in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple 

novel. The third researcher has similarity object of the study about African –

American Women, but have different issue. The third researcher takes 

women’s struggle to gain independence as her research issue and focus only 

on Celie Character as the main character of The Color Purple novel. 

Therefore, the writer focuses her research dealing with the suffering of 

African- American women in Alice Walker's The Color Purple novel. 
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C. Problem Statement 

Based on the phenomena mentioned above, the writer formulates the 

main problem of this study “How is the African-American women’s 

suffering reflected in The Color Purple novel?” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

To focus on the study, the researcher needs to limit the study. In this 

research paper, the writer focuses on describing African- American women’s 

suffering reflected in The Color Purple novel using a feminist approach. 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

Based on the research problems, the writer formulates the objective of 

the study in the following 

1. Analyzing The Color Purple novel written by Alice Walker based on the 

structural elements of the novel. 

2. Describing African-American Woman’s suffering in Alice Walker’s The 

Color Purple based on feminist approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

From this research, the writer hopes this study will provide benefits 

that are divided into two parts, theoretical and practical benefit, they are as 

follows. 
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1. Theoretical Benefit 

  The writer hopes this result can be useful as references, additional, 

and contribution information and suggestion to larger the knowledge 

especially in The Color Purple novel. 

 

2. Practical Benefit 

The result of this research hopefully can be useful input for the 

writer’s knowledge and experience in literary study on The Color Purple 

novel. Then, the result of this research can be used as contribution to the 

body of knowledge, particularly for the author of novel especially in 

literary study on The Color Purple novel. 

 

G. Research Method 

The research method is divided into five subs, namely (1) type of 

research, (2) object of research, (3) data and data source, (4) method of 

collecting data, and (5) method of analyzing data. 

1. Type of the Study 

In analyzing Alice Walker’s The Color Purple, the writer uses 

descriptive qualitative research. Descriptive qualitative is a type of 

research which results the descriptive data in the form of written or oral 

words from the observed object. 
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2. Object of the Study 

The object of this research is Alice Walker’s The Color Purple 

novel. In conducting the research, the writer is going to analyze it by using 

a feminist approach. 

 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

The type of data in this research is text and the writer obtains the 

data from some books that have relation to the study, those are: 

a. Primary Data 

The primary data sources are taken from the dialogue, 

character’s description, plot and all of the statements related to the 

problems of The Color Purple novel. The Color Purple novel is 

written by Alice Walker and published on 1982 by, a member of 

Pocket Book New. It consists of 173 pages with ISBN: 0-671-

61702-8. The original language that used is English. 

 

b. Secondary Data 

The secondary data is the supporting data taken from 

literary books, criticism or articles that has relation with the novel. 

It deals with text and with problem of this research. It also covers 

author’s biography, information of American country, and the 

other relevant information to analysis of this research. 
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4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The technique of data collection in this study takes the following 

steps to the data analysis, they are: 

a. Reading the novel Alice Walker’s The Color Purple novel in many 

times. 

b. Browsing to the internet to get several information and articles related 

to the object of the study. 

c. Identifying the problem and to find the data. Therefore, research 

problem and objective of the study can be drawn. 

d. Collecting some supporting data from other references related to the 

topic. Therefore, the problems appearing will be able to be answered 

completely. 

e. Taking the important notes of important data, both primary and 

secondary data.  

f. Arranging the data into several parts according to its classification.  

g. Occupying the classification into several chapters. 

h. Drawing the conclusion of the analysis that has already done in the 

former chapter. 

 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique of the data analysis that is used is descriptive. The 

writer makes some interpretations of the novel dealing with the character 
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from the major character which researcher wants to analyze using 

feminist approach. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

This research paper organization of African- American Women’s 

suffering in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple (1983) using A Feminist 

Approach is divided into six chapters. Chapter I deals with introduction 

covering the Background of the Study, Literature Review, Limitation of the 

Study, Problem Statement, Objective of the Study, Benefit of the Study, 

Research Method and Research Paper Organization. Chapter II covers with 

the underlying theory containing the description of the theory of feminism in 

analyzing Alice Walker’s The Color Purple. Chapter III concerns with social 

background of American society in late 20
th

. Chapter IV deals with structural 

analysis containing the structural elements of the novel and discussion. 

Chapter V presents feminist analysis. Chapter VI is conclusion and 

suggestion. 

 

 

 

  


