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ABSTRACT 

The problem of the study is to reveal how German conspiracy reflects the tenacity 

against Nazi regime. The objective of the study is to analyze the film based on the 

structural analysis and based on the sociological approach.  

The research is qualitative research. Types of data of the study are text and image 

taken from two data sources: primary and secondary. The primary data source is 

Valkyrie movie directed by Brian Singer released in 2008. The secondary data 

sources are other materials taken from books, internet and other relevant 

information. Both data are collected through library research and analyzed by 

descriptive analysis. 

The study comes to the following conclusion. First, based on structural analysis of 

each elements, it shows that the character and the characterization, casting, plot, 

setting, point of view, style, theme, message, mise-en-scene, cinematography, 

sound, and editing are related one another and form of unity. Second, based on 

the sociological analysis, the writer concludes that the problems of the research is 

that the tenacity of German conspiracy to assassinate Adolf Hitler in order to end 

the World War II. It is apparent that in this movie, Brian Singer illustrates how a 

sociological phenomenon related to tenacity of the human being in order to save a 

country from total destruction in the middle of the horrible war.  

Key Words: Tenacity, Valkyrie, Sociological Approach. 
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1. Introduction 

Background of the Study: Tenacity is one of the major feelings of 

human being which generally appears when the strongest passion of human is 

totally exposed to the surface as the strong determination to achieve 

something till the end. Where there is a tenacity, there is a mission or 

achievement that should be achieved through huge determination in order to 

reach the mission objectives. Strong determination is dynamically triggered by 

the people who are able to motivate themselves psychologically to reach the 

objective of the strong passion. Sometimes, it does not make in sense because 

the possibility is no longer the primary priority. Possibility is the classic 

parameter to be broken because the strong determination would expand the 

distance coverage of the motivation to produce the extra power 

psychologically in order to win anything based on objectives belongs to the 

mission. It can be called that tenacity is the special feeling that belongs to 

human being which is generally reflected to change something better or even 

worse in the future. The perspective or the better prediction of the future 

which is projected can be called as the stimulant to achieve the objectives of 

the mission. 

There are four aspects that make this movie really interesting. The first 

is Valkyrie has the uncommon story; this is an historical film about historical 

events which is inspired by the true historical event. That history is not only 

expansive and international, it is also the elaboration about the tenacity to 

achieve the better purpose in the future.  

The second aspect is the visualization and the cast of the movie. Bryan Singer 

makes the audience feel enthusiastic with this historical thriller movie, even the 

movie shows about the conspiracy and the violance which be tried to assasinate one 

of the tyrant leader, Adolf Hitler.   

The third is the passion for humanity that is reflected in this movie. 

Stauffenberg is the German officer as the colonel who is sent to Africa as the 10th 

Panzer Division. He has a wife named Nina von Stauffenberg and also has three 

childrens. Stauffenberg is a good person who feels so touched of the cruelty of Nazi. 
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For him, Nazi is no longer has a value of humanity because Nazi is already dominated 

by brutality and cruelty. His humanity instinct says that the changing must be made to 

prevent the collateral destruction around Europe or even the human race. 

The last is the tenacity of the German conspiracy which is reflected in 

Valkyrie movie is one of the appealing aspects that is interesting to be studied. 

Singer, the director, wants the audience to underline that the German 

conspiracy is the effort against Nazi regime which is done to assasinate Adolf 

Hitler. Nazi regime under Adolf Hitler spreads the bad effects to society 

especially in social aspect.  

Problem Statement of this research is, “How is tenacity of German 

conspiracy against Nazi regime reflected in Brian Singer’s Valkyrie movie? 

Limitation of the Study is analyzing the tenacity of German conspiracy 

against nazi regime in Brian Singer’s Valkyrie (2008) movie based on 

sociological approach. 

Objective of the Study is to analyze Brian Singer’s Valkyrie movie 

based on the structural elements of the movie and to describe the tenacity of 

German conspiracy against Nazi regime in Brian Singer’s Valkyrie movie 

based on the sociological approach. 

Literature Review related to the research paper is coming from Mahfut 

Efendi, Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta (2010), entitled The Political 

Conspiracy In Bryan Singer’s Valkyrie Movie.  

The second research or movie review is conducted by Petter T. 

Chatteway, a member of A Magazine of Evangelical Conviction Christianity 

Today (2008), entitled “Overthrowing Nazi Regime All Around Germany.”  

The third researcher or movie review is conducted by Jordan J. Ballor 

from Acton Institute PowerBlog (2008), entitled “Failed Attempts of German 

Plotters.”  

The fourth researcher or movie review is conducted by Stephanie 

Zacharek from Salon.com (2011), entitled “Stauffenberg’s Charisma in Duty.”  

Nazis. It also shows how the leadership of the German officer reflected to 

make the better future. 
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The fiveth researcher or movie review is conducted by Tracy Morris 

from FireFox New (2009), “Social Impact of German Societies.”  

2.  Research Method 

The type of research is descriptive qualitative. Descriptive qualitative is 

type of research which result the descriptive data in the form of written or oral 

words from observed object. It is library research while data sources are using 

literary data. It purposes to analyze the movie applying sociological approach. 

The steps to conduct this research are (1) determining the type of research, (2) 

determining the object of the study, (3) determining data and data source, (4) 

determining technique of data collecting, and (5) determining technique of data 

analysis. 

There are two data sources that are needed to do this research (1) 

Primary Data Source, the primary data source is the data obtained from all the 

words, dialogues, phrases, and sentences occurring in the film itself, Valkyrie 

by Brian Singer. Secondary Data, the secondary data are taken from other 

sources, which are related to the primary data, such as the biography of the 

author, the website from the internet about the Valkyrie movie and other 

resources that support the analysis.  

3.  Theoretical Approach 

a. Sociology of Literature 

Sociology is a science which is related to society. It is study about the 

real life of human being as a member of society through their social relation. 

Swingewood and Laurenson (1972: 11) state that “Sociology is essentially 

the scientific, objective study of man in society, the study of social 

institutions and of social processes....”. 

So, the object study of sociology is all life forms of human being in 

society that cause relationship between each other whether how they 

live, how they create communication, how they need each other or 

how some of them are needed by the other. “Nevertheless, sociology 

is concerned also with the processes whereby society changes, 

gradually, or cataclymically as in revolution from one type of society 
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to another and the effects which these changes have on 

socialstructure” ( Swingewood and Laurenson 1972: 12). From this 

statement, it can be underlined that sociology tries to analyze the 

relation among the social community itself. 

 

The previous statement means that the object study of sociology is 

human being in society along with all life aspect which is causing action and 

reaction, so that create the relationship for both. It can be viewed as the 

answer for some questions which related to the society exist and how they 

are living by have interaction with the environment and how their processes 

whereby society changes as in revolution. 

Meanwhile, literature that consists of various genres involve prose, 

fiction, poetry, and drama essentially study the condition of human life in 

society. Meanwhile, literature is also a social institution which reflects the 

social phenomena which happen to the society in their social relation. 

According to Wellek and Warren (1962: 94), “Literature is a social 

institution, using as its medium language, a social creation”. It means that, 

literature as an appliance with can re-create the world of human being 

relation to their aspect of life. Literature is a work of art, which expresses of 

human life and the problem on society, particularly concerns with law, 

norms and value of society, economics, and politics with qualities of the 

relationship among them (Swingewood Laurenson, 1972: 120).  

From the previous explanations, it can be stated that sociology of 

literature is a method to study the literary work based on sociological 

perspective to comprehend social phenomenon in a certain period of time, in 

where the literary work appears. The sociology of literature is an approach 

to literature that considers the social aspect of human beings. It means that 

literature is studied and analyzed based on the sociological perspective. 
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b.  The Perspective of Sociology of Literature 

Literary works exist because of the societies influence, social 

condition and the social phenomenon. However, literary work is not only 

influenced by the society but also it influences the society.  

There are three basic principles that can become approach to 

sociology of literature. The explanation will discuss as follows: 

1) Literary Works as the Social Document 

Literary work as a form of communication that records the social 

phenomena in a certain time and place is related to the author’s view 

throughout the situation and condition of society when they produced the 

literature. Literary work is reflecting what happen in the certain period of 

time. Swingewood and Laurenson (1972: 13) state that literature as the 

mirror to age. It is indicating that the reader can discuss the social 

phenomenon which happens to the society in a certain period and certain 

place through the literary work. 

Wellek and Warren (1962: 95) state that, “Works of art furnish; 

document because they are monument”. The previous statement indicates 

that literature is not only as the social document but also as assumed 

pictures of social reality condition. Because, it still has relation with the 

historical story of society, so the literary works have to equipping to each 

other, between the social condition and literature itself.  

According to Wellek and Warren (1962: 96) “There is the problem 

of the social content, the implication and social purpose of the works of 

literature themselves”. The previous statement means that what are 

presents in the literary work is always have the influence and purpose to 

the society environment. Literature can be made to field the outlines of 

socio history.  

Zerrafa (in Burns and Burns, 1973: 35) explains that the content 

and form of literary work is closely related to the social phenomena. It 

assumes that literature is closely related to the society in which literature 

work appears;the appearance of literary work is not in the social 
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emptiness. There must be something happened in a certain time and place 

which correlate to social condition in society. It may contain all aspects 

of life such as social, economics, culture, politic and religious aspects 

background at that time. It means that analyzing a literary work can be 

done by its society when and where it is written, for example in social, 

economic, political, science, and technology, culture and religious 

aspects.  

In clearly, literary works as the social document is always has the 

social content and resulting the implementation and purpose that have 

related and influence to societies aspect of life.  

 

 

2) Literary Works as the Reflection of Social Situation of the Writer. 

Literary work is used for reflecting the views of the writer about his 

opinion, his position, and the ideology that influenced by the society 

condition where the literary work is made. Wellek and Warren (1962: 

102) state that “The writer is not influenced by society: he influences it”. 

It indicates that the society is not only inflence the writer, but also vice 

versa, the writer is influencing the society condition through his literary 

work. 

The writer is required to be more sensitive to the social surrounds 

them because social condition can be an inspiration for them to produce 

literary work. It can portray, describe, express and even criticize the 

social issues that appear in the social circumstance in order to make a 

better condition based on their view. As argued by Swingewood and 

Laurenson (1972: 18) that “The writer’s position in a mass society is 

extremely important as a contrast to his earlier situation and clearly likely 

effect his creative potential in many ways”. 

The writer position in society environment is important to support 

the making of literary work so that its literature can represent the 

situation and strengthened by the experience of the writer and also 
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everything which have happened around him. According to Wellek and 

Warren (1962: 95) that the status of the writer, the social provenance, the 

economic basic of literary production and also what the writer profession 

and in which his situation is becoming the influence relation between the 

literary work and the writer itself. 

Wellek and Warren (1962: 97) state that “The writer has been a 

citizen, has pronounced on questions of social and political importance, 

has taken part in the issues of his time”. It deals with the social 

background of the writer to response the system that has been built by the 

society where he has been live. Whether directly or not, the writer is 

influenced by the situation and condition where the literature is written, 

because he is member of society. 

 

3) Literary Work as the Manifestation of the Historical Moment  

Literary work as the manifestation of the historical moment is the 

study of the reader response to the literary work and how the social 

messages in it influence the readers. It is trying to trace where the literary 

work accepted by the society at a certain historical moment and figure 

out the readers response after reading the work. Swingewood and 

Laurenson (1972: 21) state that “Literary work attempts to trace the ways 

in which a work of literature is actually received by a particular society at 

specific historical moments”. Many studies about social background of 

literature show that the works are accepted by the readers. To get the 

reader’s sympathy, the author must make attempts to create a work which 

reflects certain period of time that describes special issues. 

The society can accept the literary work or not is depend on their 

experience and way of patterned thinking and approach about the literary 

work itself. It can be seen on their response, opinions, and their ways of 

life after reading the literary work. 

According to Levin (in Burns and Burns, 1973: 31) “Literature is 

not only the effect of social causes but also the cause of social effects”. 
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Literature tries to dig the societies respond about such literary work as 

the social effect and how the literary work influence the behavior, values, 

and the norm in society. 

Wellek and Warren (1962: 96) state that “There are the problems of 

the audience and the actual social influence of literature”. The statement 

indicates that the literary work, which is published in society, and 

accepted as the how far the society influenced by the literary work that 

they read or they see. Because literary work is made not just as the 

esthetics creature but also try to shape and set the mind and life of society 

after see it.  

From some former opinions, it can be made the congeniality that 

how far the response of society or the reader to the literary work is 

depend on the situation of society in a certain time in understanding the 

literary work. The literary work meaning is not like what the author 

hoped, but how the reader or viewer acceptance through the literary work 

it self. The meaning of literary work is constructed not by the writer but 

the reader or viewer as the jury. After this is understood, the impact of 

literary work can be figure out. 

4.  Research Finding 

Tenacity is one of the major feelings of human being which generally 

appears when the strongest passion of human is totally exposed to the surface 

as the strong determination to achieve something till the end. Where there is a 

tenacity, there is a mission or achievement that should be achieved through 

huge determination in order to reach the mission objectives. Strong 

determination is dynamically triggered by the people who are able to motivate 

themselves psychologically to reach the objective of the strong passion. 

Sometimes, it does not make in sense because the possibility is no longer the 

primary priority. Possibility is the classic parameter to be broken because the 
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strong determination would expand the distance coverage of the motivation to 

produce the extra power psychologically in order to win anything based on 

objectives belongs to the mission. It can be called that tenacity is the special 

feeling belongs to human being which be generally reflected to change 

something better or even worse in the future. The perspective or the better 

prediction of the future which is projected can be called as the stimulant to 

achieve the objectives of the mission. Here, the tenacity is covered by 

sociology aspects which consist of tenacity in social aspects, tenacity in 

economic aspects, tenacity in political aspects, tenacity in science and 

technology aspects, tenacity in cultural aspects, and tenacity in religious 

aspect.  

1. Tenacity in Social Aspect 

Tenacity in Social Aspect occurs when Olbricht insists 

Stauffenberg to accept his promotion as the Chief of Staff for the 

Reserve Army. Actually, Stauffenberg as the upper middle class is able 

to refuse the promotion because he has a right to do it. But, Olbricht as 

the upper class who has higher authority than Stauffenberg insist him to 

accept that promotion. However, although Stauffenberg refuses it, he 

still does his activity with the new position as the Chieff of Staff for the 

Reserve Army. It means that Olbrich’s tenacity makes him to accept the 

position in order to get the real acess to Hitler, his advisers, and his 

schedules. It is very useful to the conspirators in order to assassinate 
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and remove Nazi party from power. It can be stated that the Olbricht’s 

tenacity occurs to achieve the better achievement easily. 

Olbricht : “You’ve been promoted Chief of Staff for the Reserve Army.” 

Stauffenberg : “Excuse me.” 

Olbricht : “Congratulation.” 

Stauffenberg : “I am busy with other things.” 

Olbricht : “Unfortunately, your nocturnal activities don’t count as 

service to the Reich.” 

Stauffenberg : “I’ll refuse the promotion.” 

Olbricht : “You’ll do no such thing. Tresckow may have left you in 

charge the operation, but in this world I still outrank you. You 

will accept the promotion. You’ll have real access to Hitler, his 

advisers, his schedule. We need this. I’ve looked through your 

changes to Valkyrie. I approve. I’ll need you to get Hitler to 

sign it.” (Valkyrie, 00: 33: 18, 640 disc I) 

2. Tenacity in Economic Aspect 

Tenacity in Economic Aspect occurs when Witzleben states that 

soon or later the Allies will wipe out Germany because the economic 

condition in Germany during that time is getting worst. It also causes 

the German military sector becomes weak. He thinks rationally to face 

that fact. But, Goerdeler as the only one politician disagrees with 

Witzleben’s statement because they suppose to make an action to stop 

Nazi regime and make truce before Allies wipe out Germany. He does 

not want all over Europe to pay the total destruction. He suggests that 

Hitler should be forced out. It means that Goerdeler’s tenacity makes 

another conspirators think to overthrow Hitler and also Nazi regime as 

soon as possible. It can be concluded that Goerdeler’s tenacity is 

projected to repair the poor economic situation in Germany in order to 

negotiate the truce with the Allies at that time. 

Witzleben : “Gentlemen, I think it’s time we face the fact that the Allies 

are coming, sooner or later. I say we sit back and let them wipe 

out the Nazis.” 
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Goerdeler : “And ask every living soul in Europe to pay the price? Use 

your head.” (Valkyrie, 00:17:39, 960 disc I) 

3. Tenacity in Political Aspect 

Tenacity in political aspect occurs when German conspiracy wants 

to remove Nazi party as the dominant power in German political stage 

and Hitler as the single leader with complete power rather than 

democracy. They make a political conspiracy to assassinate Hitler and 

build the new government of Germany without Nazi party. Based on the 

conspiracy itself, Goerdeler will be projected as the new German 

chancellor when the operation success to initiate. The German 

conspiracy’s tenacity can be called as underground movement that has 

an aim to save Europe from total destruction because most of the 

conflict during World War II are caused by the Hitler’s authorities to 

colonize almost a half of Europe. They try to abolish the influences of 

Nazi party by assassinating Hitler trough Operation Valkyrie. It can be 

concluded that the tenacity in political aspect is the central of the 

conspiracy in order to overthrow both of Nazi party and its leader Adolf 

Hitler.     

Beck : “Gentlemen. Good Morning. Hitler has scheduled a military 

briefing for today at 1:00. Stauffenberg will start once 

everyone is present. Before arming the explosives, 

Stauffenberg will call for authorization to proceed. After the 

flash, his inside man will sever all communications. Assuming 

Fromm refuses to join us; Olbricht would take command of the 

Reserve Army and initiate Valkyrie. Initiate Valkyrie. Then 

he’ll notify all districts commanders that the SS is attempting 

to seize power. The Reserve Army will arrest all SS, Gestapo, 

and Nazi officials. By then, Stauffenberg will have returned to 

Berlin and taken command of the Reserve Army. Witzleben 

and I will assume the roles of commander of the armed forces 

and head of state. With Berlin secured, Dr. Goerdeler will 

address the nation as our new chancellor. Then, God willing, 

we can negotiate a truce with the Allies and save Europe from 
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total destruction. This will identify you as a member of the 

operation. Nobody gets in or out of the perimeter without 

one.” (Valkyrie, 00: 44: 31, 480 disc I) 

4. Tenacity in Science and Technology Aspect 

Tenacity in Science and Technology aspect occurs when Quirnheim 

explains the bomb that will be used by Stauffenberg to assassinate 

Hitler. In the middle of the explanation, both of Haeften and Olbricht 

are doubt about the effect of the explosion because the bomb is quietly 

too small. But, Quirnheim’s tenacity ensures them that only one single 

bomb is able to destroy panzer. He states that the pressure inside the 

Wolf’s Lair will increase the effect of the explosion whether the bomb 

is small or large. He also gives more understanding to his compatriots 

with his knowledge of explosion very clearly. It can be concluded that 

Quirnheim’s tenacity makes them more confidence to initiate the 

operation. 

Quirnheim : “Theoretically, there’s a 30 minute delay, but with the kind of 

heat you can expect at the Wolf’s Lair, I’d give you 10, 15 

minutes, tops.” 

Haeften  : “That’s hardly precise.” 

Quirnheim : “This is state-of-the-art. You can have small or precise, not 

both.” 

Olbricht  : “Might this just be a little too small?” 

Quirnheim : “No. Hitler’s bunker will magnify the blast. It is constructed 

of reinforced concrete. Steel doors, no windows. The air 

pressure generated by just one of these explosives in a space 

like that will kill everyone instanly. The second charge will be 

entirely redundant.” (Valkyrie, 00: 41: 37, 400 disc I) 

 

5. Tenacity in Culture Aspect 

Tenacity in Culture aspect occurs when Tresckow applies the 

American culture in order to assassinate Adolf Hitler. Most of 

Americans have a common behavior that is consuming alcohol as the 

heater in the cold temperature and the sedative of the mind from any 
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pressure or just only for reducing the feeling of thirsty. In this case, 

Tresckow’s tenacity is reflected when he uses the alcoholed drink called 

cointreau to cover his attempt to assassinate Hitler. He uses the box of 

the cointreau to cover the bomb as the requirement to kill Hitler. Then, 

he gives the box to Brandt as the regard who is in the same plane with 

Hitler. It means that Tresckow’s attempt shows the tenacity in culture 

aspect. He thinks that his attempt will not be revealed because it is 

covered by the western culture which is commonly done by most of the 

Europeans. It can be seen when Tresckow gives Brandt a box of 

cointreau as the regard to Colonel Stieff. 

Tresckow : “Colonel Brandt! Colonel Brandt! My regards to Colonel 

Stieff.” 

Brandt : “Cointreau? Let’s hope I don’t get thirsty on the flight. 

(Valkyrie, 00: 09: 00, 400 disc I) 

The tenacity in culture aspect also occurs when in the middle of the 

serious briefing in order to find the crucial solution, Stauffenberg still is 

able to express the sense of humor. It means that this act is done by 

Stauffenberg as the manifestation of the American culture. It also has an 

invisible meaning that there always be a way to solve the problem. It 

can be concluded that Stauffenberg’s tenacity occurs to reduce the 

pressure in the middle of the serious briefing. It can be seen from the 

quotation below. 

Beck  : “In this case, we’d be wilfully circulating written 

evidence of high treason.” 

Olbricht  : “Evidence requiring Hitler’s signature.” 

Stauffenberg : “Well, we can all draw straws for that job.” (Valkyrie, 00: 24: 

10, 960 disc I) 
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6. Tenacity in Religious Aspect 

Tenacity in religious aspect occurs when Stauffenberg shows his 

value of humanity. He cares about the mass execution of Jewish which 

is organized by Hitler. Hitler has a statement that the Jews are much 

more lower than the Aryan races. He also has a policy to execute entire 

Jews which spread in all around Europe during the Third Reich of Nazi 

regime. The ethnic cleansing and Genocide are the Hitler’s policy to 

vanish another races which dare to resist Aryan races. Stauffenberg’s 

tenacity occurs when he thinks that the change must be made to stop the 

execution of the Jewish. He dares to resist Hitler as the leader of the 

Germany during World War II in order to save the human races 

including the Jews, prisoners, and also civilians. That’s why his tenacity 

makes him recruited by Olbricht and another conspirators as the main 

plotter to take control the operation in the field. It can be concluded that 

although he is a catholic man, he also still cares to another faith believer 

like Jewish. 

Stauffenberg : “…the mass execution of Jews. My duty is an officer is no 

longer to save my country, but to save human lives. I cannot 

find one general in a position to confront Hitler with the 

courage to do it. I find myself surrounded by men unwilling or 

unable to face the truth. Hitler is not only the archenemy of the 

entire world but the archenemy of Germany. A change must be 

made.” (Valkyrie, 00: 02: 26, 240 disc I) 
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