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A 320 080 140 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research aims at describing teaching vocabulary to the fourth grade students of 

SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri. Specifically the objectives of this 

research paper are to describe: (1) the process of vocabulary teaching-learning at 

fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri, (2) the problem 

faced by the teacher, (3) the problem solving applied by the teacher. The subject of 

this research is English teacher and the fourth grade students. The writer uses 

descriptive qualitative research. The writer gets the data of this research from event, 

informant, and documents. The method of collecting data of this research is 

observation, document and interview. Based on the result of the analysis, the writer 

finds that the process of teaching vocabulary to the fourth grade students of SDN II 

Sumberagung in which the materials used by the teacher are worksheet and handout. 

The media used by the teacher are picture, board, and real condition. The techniques 

used by the teacher are repetition, memorization, singing a song, discussion, pair 

work, matching the words with the appropriate meaning, and arranging the letters.  

While the evaluation used by the teacher are test and non test. The problems faced by 

the teacher are the different competence, the different character, the influence of 

environment, and the media. To solve those problems the teacher used drilling, 

repetition, combining the interesting media and always motivating the students who 

have low capability and more explanation about the material. Besides the teacher 

give more attention to the students’ trouble maker calmly, give question, usually 

reviews about the previous material, and the teacher tries to maximize the media 

used. 

Keywords: vocabulary, teaching vocabulary. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Vocabulary is very important for foreign language learners; only with a 

sufficient vocabulary learners can effectively express their ideas both in oral and 

written form. Beside that, vocabulary is one of the elements to support teaching-

learning language process, because vocabulary is a basis of learning English. To 

learn language, we have to master vocabulary first in order to know the meaning 

of the words and use in sentences. Without vocabulary, learners cannot produce 

the sentences and languages. If people lack of vocabulary, they will difficult to 

learn language. So, vocabulary is a basis of language teaching. 

Vocabulary is defined as follows: 1) all the words that a person knows or 

uses; 2) all the words in a language; 3) list of words with their meaning, esp in a 

book for learning a foreign language (Oxford Dictionary,2003). Vocabulary is 

central to language and of critical importance to typical language learner. Without 

vocabulary, people can not produce the sentences and languages. Having a limited 

vocabulary is also a barrier that precludes learners from learning a foreign 

language. Vocabulary grows through incidental learning such as through 

continuous exposure to comprehensible language in reading, listening, speaking, 

and writing exercises (Krashen:181) in Fauziati (2010:61). Decarrico (2002) in 

Murcia (2003:285) in Fauziati (2010:61) states that ‘’vocabulary learning is 

central to language acquisition, whether the language is first, second, or foreign.’’ 

In addition, in contrast with the development of other aspects of a second 

language, particularly pronunciation, vocabulary acquisition does not seem to be 

slowed down by age. There is no critical period for the acquisition of vocabulary 

(Singleton and Lisa, 2004) in Fauziati (2010:61).Vocabulary is given since 

students learn English that is the students in Elementary level, because vocabulary 

is important to study language. Learning vocabulary for the foreign language is as 

not easy as learning mother tongue. So, learning vocabulary should apply in early 

ages.  According Harisson and Gowin (1962:102) ‘’teaching may be viewed 
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primarily as the task of providing experiences of potentially high educational 

value the pupils.’’ 

SD N II Sumberagung is one of the elementary schools that have English 

class. SD N II Sumberagung is applying English at least six year. Recently, 

English becomes adding subject in SD N II Sumberagung. It is one of progress of 

developing student’s quality in language. Teaching English in Elementary School 

is not easy, because the study of foreign language which is not their habit and 

they study for the first time. Teacher who teaching language, have to introduce 

vocabulary first, because vocabulary becomes crucial needed. The characteristic 

of young learner also influence the teaching-learning process of vocabulary. They 

need fully attention to rich the purpose of learning vocabulary. 

The problem statement of this research are ‘’How is the process of 

teaching vocabulary to the fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, 

Batuwarno, Wonogiri’’, ‘’What are the problems faced by the teacher in the 

teaching-learning vocabulary to the fourth grade of SDN II Sumberagung, 

Batuwarno, Wonogiri’’, and ‘’How does the teacher solve the problems in 

teaching-learning vocabulary of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri’’. 

The objective of the study is to describe the process of vocabulary 

teaching-learning to the fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, 

Batuwarno Wonogiri, to identify the problems faced by the teacher in teaching 

vocabulary to the fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, 

Wonogiri, and to describe the teacher solve the problems with appropriate method 

to the fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri. 

There are some researchers who have conducted teaching vocabulary. The 

first research is done by Lestari (UMS,2010) entitled Teaching English 

Vocabulary to the Fifth Year Student at SD N 3 Donohudan, Boyolali in 

2009/2010 Academic Year. The result of the research is the teacher using 

Grammar Translation Method (GTM) to teaching vocabulary at the fifth year 

students. The problems faced by the teacher are: the teacher find difficulties in 
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managing the students in the class, students also have low motivation to study 

vocabulary, the different capability the students and limiting of time. The second 

researcher is Muryana (UMS,2008 ), entitled A Descriptive Study in Teaching 

Vocabulary Using Direct Method to the Fourth Year Students of SD 

Muhammadiyah Program Khusus Kotabarat Surakarta in 2007/2008 Acsdemic 

Year.  The research investigated the implementation of teaching vocabulary using 

direct method to the fourth year students of SD Muhammadiyah Program Khusus 

Kotabarat Surakarta and the problem faced by the teacher and the students in 

teaching learning vocabulary using direct method. The results of the study are the 

implementations of teaching vocabulary using direct method include instructional 

design, classroom management, the syllabus, the role teacher and students, and 

classroom activities. The problem faced by the teacher such as time limiting, 

different capability of the students, and learning style students at home. The last 

researcher is Ristinawaytik (UMS,2008), entitled A Descriptive Study on 

Teaching Voabulary using Group Work at the 7
th

 Year of SMP Negeri 7 

Sukoharjo. The research conducting about teaching english vocabulary procces by 

using group work at the 7
th

 year of  SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo, and the problem 

faced by the teacher. This study shows that the Teaching English vocabulary 

procces by using group work is to improve the vocabulary, and prepare the 

students to face the National Examination or Ujian Akhir National. The teacher 

has several problems in teaching vocabulary; they are the classroom management, 

limited time, and different capability of the students, and unstable motivation of 

the students. 

 

II. METHOD OF COLLECTING DATA 

In this research, the writer uses the descriptive research to describe the 

process of teaching vocabulary at SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri in 

2011/2012 academic year. The researcher applies in the fourth grade students of 

SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno Wonogiri in 2011/2012 academic year. This 
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elementary school is located at Betek RT 01 RW 05 Sumberagung, Batuwarno, 

Wonogiri. The subjects of this study are the teacher and the fourth grade students 

of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri in 2011/2012 academic year. The 

object of this research is the process of teaching-learning vocabulary to the fourth 

grade students of SD N II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri in 2011/2012 

academic year. The data of this research are field note, process of teaching-

learning vocabulary, classroom activities, and interviewing English teacher. 

While the data sources are event, informant, and document. The writer uses 

descriptive method in this research, so in conducting her research the writer uses 

three ways to collect the data, such as doing observation conducting, interview, 

and analyzing document. The techniques for analyzing data are data reduction, 

data display, conclusion and verification. 

 

III. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

In this chapter, the writer presents the research finding and discussion 

which have been taken from observation, interview, and document analysis then 

analysis them. The research findings are the process of teaching vocabulary to the 

fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri, the problem 

faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary and the problem solving applied by 

the teacher. In the implementation of teaching vocabulary process to the fourth 

grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri, the writer presents 

and discusses teaching material, teaching media, teaching techniques, and 

evaluation. 

A. Research Finding 

In the research finding, the writer presents the important data. The 

research findings are the process of teaching vocabulary to the fourth grade 

students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri consists of the 

process of teaching vocabulary, the problem faced by the teacher, and 

problem solving by the teacher in teaching vocabulary. 
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1. The Process of Teaching Vocabulary to the Fourth Grade Students of 

SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri 

a. The Material for Teaching Vocabulary 

The material is very important, because the role of the material 

is so dominant to support the teaching-learning process in the 

classroom.  The material should help the students understand the 

lesson easily. The teacher cannot teach without the material. So, if the 

material already arranged well the teacher is easier to teach in the 

class. 

Based on the writer’s observation to the fourth grade students 

of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri, the material for 

teaching vocabulary did not suitable with the syllabus. The material for 

teaching vocabulary is based on the topic in the textbook. The 

textbook used by the teacher is the student’s work sheet (LKS) to teach 

the students. The work sheet (LKS) is given by the teacher entitled 

Praktis Bahasa Inggris untuk Sekolah Dasar/MI Kelas IV, which is 

based on the Kurikulum Satuan Pendidikan or KTSP. This work sheet 

is designed for in the second semester. It is published by CV. Harapan 

Mulia and written by Drs. Budi Santosa and teams. This book is easy 

to understand and try to update and different from previous editions. 

Because every material completed with explanation, pictures, 

examples, exercises, daily exercises and exercise for examination. So, 

it is more interesting. It is usually used by the teacher to give 

homework the students. The teacher also adds the material from 

handout.  The handout is entitled Grow with English An English 

Course for Elementary School Students which based on content 

standard 2006. This handout is designed for elementary school 

students. It is published by ERLANGGA and written by Dr. Mukarto, 

M.Sc. and teams. 
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Based on the writer’s observation, the material teaching 

vocabulary to the fourth grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, 

Batuwarno, Wonogiri did not appropriate with the syllabus, but the 

teacher used topic in the textbook as material, besides the teacher also 

added the material from real thing and the environment. 

b. The Techniques for Teaching Vocabulary 

The teacher used some techniques in teaching learning process 

in order to make the students interested and enthusiastic. Because the 

fourth grade students get English for the first time, so the teacher used 

appropriate techniques to teach vocabulary. The variation techniques 

used by the teacher are drilling, memorization, repetition, singing a 

song, discussion, pair work, matching the words with the appropriate 

meaning, and arranging the letters in teaching learning vocabulary. 

The classroom activities of teaching English in SDN II 

Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri was done three times 

observation. The observation was to gather the information about 

teaching English They are April 19
th

, 28
th

, and May 10
th

 2012.In this 

school the schedule of English is 2x35 minutes per week. The teacher 

should manage the time effectively to achieve the goal of teaching 

learning process. The class consists of 14 students. This section is 

describing the activity of the English class during observation.  Based 

on the observation, the writer concludes that the teacher always uses 

similar steps in teaching vocabulary. There are three steps of 

classroom activities in teaching-learning process of vocabulary, 

namely: 1) Opening the Class, 2) Core Learning, it is consist of a) 

BKOF (Building Knowledge of the Field), in this step the teacher does 

apperception to build their knowledge related the material will be 

delivered; b) MOT (Modeling of the Text), in this stage the teacher 

does explanation and giving example, while the students pay attention; 
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c) JCOT (Joint Construction of the Text), in this stage the teacher 

gives task to the students in pair work or discussion about the material 

then present about their work; d) ICOT (Individual Construction of the 

Text), this stage the teacher gives the individual task, the homework 

and remind to submit the next meeting. 3) Closing. 

c. The Media for Teaching Vocabulary 

In order to make the teaching-learning process interesting, the 

teacher used some media to support the teaching-learning process. It is 

very important, because the students more enthusiast and did not easily 

bored. The teacher used pictures, board, and real condition around the 

students as the media. The teacher used it to create imagination in 

order to the students easy to understand and fun with the material.  

d. The Evaluation for Teaching Vocabulary 

The evaluation is very important in teaching-learning process, 

because the purpose of evaluation is to know the student’s 

competences.   The evaluation used by teacher through test and non 

test in teaching-learning process. Written test and oral test categorized 

as test, while for non test able to see in student’s behavior, those are 

the student’s activity in teaching-learning process. 

2. The Problems Faced by the Teacher in Teaching Vocabulary 

In teaching English, the teacher also faced some problems. It 

occurs when the teacher teaches English skill. Based on the observation, 

the problem faced by the teacher as follows: 

a. The Different Competence of the Students 

The different competence becomes a common problem in 

teaching-learning process. As the young learners, the students to the 

fourth grade have different competences. Students’ competency is 

different from one student to another. For some students will be easy 

and quick to receive the material but for the other students are not. 
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When the teacher asked the students who did not understand the 

material, they did not answer. But when the teacher gave the exercises, 

some of the students did not answer correctly. It is becomes the 

problem faced by the teacher. 

 

b. The Different  Character of the Students  

The different character becomes a common problem in 

teaching-learning process. As the young learners, the students to the 

fourth grade have different character. It will disturb the learning 

process. The trouble maker students will be annoy the others students. 

It makes the class noisy, so makes the other students difficult to 

concentrate.  

c. The Environment 

The second problem faced by the teacher is influence of 

environment. It is does not support in teaching-learning process, 

because they always uses Javanese in their daily activity and English 

studied only in the school. They have no chances to practice their 

vocabulary. Besides, the written and spoken are different from mother 

tongue. So, the students did not know how to pronounce correctly. It 

makes the students afraid and uncomfortable to learn English. It 

became the big problem of the teacher to encourage and motivate the 

students in practicing their vocabulary.  Because after they go home, 

they will use their mother tongue and never practice English in their 

environment. This is a natural problem when the students study new 

language, because their environment and their habit also the influence 

the language learning process. 

d. The Media 

The teacher used board as media in teaching-learning process, 

but the teacher used this media did not maximal in teaching-learning 
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process, because the color of board is blue and the light also influences 

the visible of the students. So, if the teacher writes in board, the 

students do not see clearly, and then the students come in front of the 

class to see, it is disturb the teaching-learning process. In this section, 

the teacher still writes board in every meeting, but the teacher spells 

one by one of the vocabularies that have written in the board and 

makes the students easy to note in their book. It makes the class does 

not run well.  

3. The Problem Solving Applied by  the Teacher 

Based on the some problem above, there some ways used by the 

teacher to solve the problems. 

a. The first problem is different competence of the students.  

When the teacher gets the problem of different competence of 

the students, the teacher always used drilling and repetition to make all 

of the students easy to understanding. It is combining the interesting 

media to support their competence.  Besides, in this section the teacher 

always motivated the students who have low capability in order to 

enjoy in vocabulary learning and gave more attention and always gave 

more the explanation about the material to these students. 

b. The second problem is different character. To solve the different 

character of the students, the teacher gave more attention to the 

student’s trouble maker. Besides from the observation the teacher 

always gave question to the students’ trouble maker, it reduced the 

noisy. 

c. The third problem is the environment. To solve this problem, before 

the teacher continues the new material, the teacher reviews about the 

previous material. It is the appropriate ways to make the students 

remember the vocabularies. 
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d. The fourth problem is media. That is board which is hit by light 

reflections. To solve this problem, the teacher tries to maximal the 

media used with writes in board, and then he always helps the 

students with spells the vocabularies to make the students easy to note 

the vocabularies in their book. The unsupported media did not 

become the serious problem in teaching activity as long as the teacher 

has a creativity to combine the media with the technique of teaching. 

The goal of this section is to reduce the students’ noisy. 

B. Discussion 

In this section, the writer concludes that, this research is different from 

the previous study. The object of first previous study is the fifth year student 

at the elementary school, but the object of this research is the fourth students 

of elementary school. The different techniques has found in this research. The 

third previous study only observes the teaching vocabulary using group work, 

but in this research the writer observes all of the techniques of teaching 

vocabulary. So the writer observes in the large point of view and does not 

bordered by one method or technique. The similarity of the research with the 

previous study is describing teaching vocabulary.  

 

IV. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion  

From the result of the research, the writer draws the conclusion. They 

as follow: 

1. The Process of Teaching Vocabulary to the Fourth Grade Students of  

SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri are as follows: 

a. The materials used by the teacher are work sheet (LKS) and handout. 

The most material used from LKS, it’s completed with explanation, 

pictures, examples, exercises, daily exercises and exercise for 
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examination. Besides, the teacher also adds the material from real 

thing and the environment to enrich their knowledge. 

b. The media used by the teacher are picture, board, and real condition 

around the students. It is very important to make the teaching-learning 

process interest. 

c. The techniques used by the teacher are repetition, drilling, 

memorization, sing a song, discussion, pair work, matching the words 

with the appropriate meaning and arranging the letters in teaching 

learning vocabulary. It makes the students interested, enthusiastic and 

easy to understand. There are three steps of classroom activities in 

teaching-learning process of vocabulary, namely: 1) opening the class, 

2) core learning; a) Building Knowledge of Field (BKOF); b) 

Modeling of the Text (MOT); c) Joint Construction of the Text 

(JCOT); and d) Individual Construction of the Text (ICOT), and 3) 

closing. 

d. The evaluation used by teacher through test and non test in teaching-

learning process. Written test and oral test categorized as test, while 

for non test able to see in student’s behavior, those are the student’s 

activity in teaching-learning process. 

2. The problem faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary to the fourth 

grade students of SDN II Sumberagung, Batuwarno, Wonogiri are the 

different competence, the different character, the influence of 

environment, and the media. 

3. The problem solving by the teacher are to solve the different characters are 

always used drilling, repetition, and combining the interesting media to 

make all of students easy to understand. Besides, always motivates the 

students who have low capability to enjoy learning vocabulary, given 

more attention and more explanation about the material. To solve the 

second problem is the teacher will be give more attention to the student’s 

53 
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trouble maker calmly and give question, it is reduce the noisy. To solve 

the third problem is usually reviews about the previous material. To solve 

the last problem is the teacher tries to maximal the media used, and the 

teacher always writes in the board as media although the written did not 

see claerly, but the teacher helps the students with spells the vocabularies 

in board in order to make the students easy to note the vocabularies in 

their book. The unsupported media did not become the serious problem in 

his teaching activity as long as the teacher has a creativity to combine the 

media with the technique of teaching. The goal of this section is to reduce 

the student’s noise. 

B. Suggestion  

1. For the Teacher 

a. The teacher should choose the appropriate techniques and collaborate 

with the interesting media. 

b. The teacher should make the lesson plan before explain the material. 

2. For the Students 

a. The students must more active in participate in the teaching learning 

process. 

b. The students have to ask if they did not know about the material. 

3. For the School 

a. The school should be concert of the media, for example board to 

support the English-learning process. 

b. In every class should be complete with LCD to make the learning 

process effectively. 
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