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ABSTRACT 

 

The problem statement of this study is How Consummate-Love of Evelyn Salt 

influences her personality in Phylip Noyce’s SALT movie. The object of the 

research is the movie entitled SALT, directed by Phylip Noyce published in 2010. 

The researcher uses Sigmund Freud’s psychoanalytic theory. The writer uses the 

primary data source is SALT movie itself and the secondary data is the other 

source related to the analysis such as the author biography, books of literary 

theory and also psychological books, particularly related to the Psychoanalytic 

theory of Sigmund Freud. The method of the data collection is library research. 

The technique of the data analysis is descriptive analysis. From the result 

analysis, it can be drawn by some conclusions. Firstly, the element of the movie 

present a good unity. It consists of exposition, complication, climax and 

resolution. Secondly, the consummate-love of Evelyn Salt influences her to do 

something under her sense. As the work Ego, Evelyn fulfills the Id demand. 

Nevertheless, her Superego can differentiate what is true and false. 
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1. Introduction 

Background of the Study: According to Zick Rubin in John 

Santrock (2006), love is liking. Liking involves people sense that 

someone else is similar to use; it includes positive evaluation of the 

indivIdual. Loving, he believes involves being close to someone; it 

includes dependency, a more selfless orientation toward the indivIdual, 

and qualities of absortion and exclusiveness. Berscheld states (1988) 

that there are three types of love. There are romantic love, affectionate 

love and consummate-love.  

Stenberg (1988) states that consummate love is the strongest, 

fullest type of love. Stenberg proposes that love can be thought as a 

triangle with three main dimensions. There are passion, intimacy, and 

commitment. Passion is physical and sexual attraction to another or the 

expression of physical and pshycological needs and desires in the 

relationship. Intimacy is emotional feelings of warmth, closeness, and 

sharing in a relationship. Commitment is our cognitive appraisal of the 

relationship and our intent to maintain the relationship even in the face 

of problems.  

This is shown by Evelyn who does everything for her husband in 

the SALT movie. Salt is a 2010 American thriller film directed by 

Phillip Noyce, written by Kurt Wimmer and starring Angelina Jolie, 

Liev Schreiber, Daniel Olbrychski, August Diehl and Chiwetel Ejiofor. 

Jolie plays Evelyn Salt, who is accused of being a Russian sleeper 

agent, and goes on the run to try to clear her name.  

This movie also covers the director’s biography. Born in the 

Australian outback town of Griffith, New South Wales, Noyce moved 

to Sydney with his family at the age of 12. As a teenager, he was 

introduced to underground films produced on shoestring budgets as 

well as mainstream American movies. He was 18 when he made his 

first film, the 15-minute "Better to Reign in Hell," utilizing a unique 

financing scheme selling roles in the movie to his friends. 
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In 1973, he was selected to attend the Australian National Film 

School in its inaugural year. Here, he made Castor and Pollux (1973), a 

50-minute documentary which won the award for best Australian short 

film of 1974. 

In 1982, Heatwave (1982), co-written and directed by Noyce and 

starring Judy Davis, was chosen to screen at the Director's Fortnight at 

the Cannes Film Festival. Noyce's other film credits include the 

political thrillers Patriot Games (1992) and Clear and Present Danger 

(1994) starring Harrison Ford, Dead Calm (1989) starring Nicole 

KIdman, Sam Neill and Billy Zane and The Bone Collector (1999) 

which starred Oscar winner Denzel Washington and Angelina Jolie. 

The Quiet American (2002) starred Michael Caine in an Academy 

nominated best actor performance and appeared on over 20 top ten lists 

for 2002, including the National Board of Review and the American 

Film Institute. 

Originally written with a male protagonist, the film had Tom 

Cruise initially secured for the lead, but the script was ultimately 

rewritten for Jolie. Filming took place on a location in Washington, 

D.C., the New York City area, and Albany, New York, between March 

and June 2009, with reshoots in January 2010. Action scenes were 

mostly done with practical stunts, with computer-generated imagery 

being used mostly for creating digital environments. 

SALT movie is a movie that tells about spy who has family. Her 

name is Evelyn Salt. Evelyn Salt is a CIA agent and highly respected by 

all, including her boss, Ted Winter. Out of the blue, a Russian spy 

walks into their offices and offers a vital piece of information: the 

PresIdent of Russia will be assassinated during his forthcoming visit to 

New York City to attend the funeral of the recently deceased U.S. Vice 

PresIdent. The name of the assassin: Evelyn Salt. Concerned about the 

safety of her husband, whom she cannot contact, she goes on the run. 

Winter refuses to accept that she is a mole or a double agent but her 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0069853/
http://www.imdb.com/search/name?bio=award
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0084059/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001114/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0105112/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0109444/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000148/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0097162/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000173/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000708/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0145681/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000243/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0001401/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0258068/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000323/
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actions begin to raise doubts. Just who is Evelyn Salt and what is she 

planning?  

As a CIA officer, Evelyn Salt swore an oath to duty, honor and 

country. Her loyalty will be tested when a defector accuses her of being 

a Russian spy. Salt goes on the run, using all her skills and years of 

experience as a covert operative to elude capture. Salt's efforts to prove 

her innocence only serve to cast doubt on her motives, as the hunt to 

uncover the truth behind her Identity continues and the question 

remains: "Who is Salt?"  

Two years before, the CIA field agent Evelyn Salt is captured in 

North Korea and tortured. Her beloved husband and entomologist Mike 

Krause presses the US Government to make a swap and bring Salt back 

home. On the present days, the highly efficient Salt performs 

administrative work with her boss Ted Winter. When a Russian 

defector turns himself in to CIA, Salt is assigned to interrogate him. Out 

of the blue, the man accuses Salt of being a Russian agent in charge of 

killing the PresIdent of Russia during his visit to New York to attend 

the funeral of the American Vice-PresIdent. Salt claims that she is 

innocent and asks Ted to call her husband, but she is not successful in 

her attempt. Salt asks Ted to give protection to her husband but she 

decIdes to flee to seek out Mike. Ted does not believe she is a Russian 

spy but the Secret Agent Peabody orders his agents to capture Salt dead 

or alive. 

SALT movie is an interesting movie; there are four aspects that 

make this movie really interesting. The first is the aspect of 

visualization of act in this movie. Many action events in this movie 

seem amazing especially for women agent (Angelina Jolie’s act) 

without impersonator substitute. 

The second is impersonal of action thriller makes the audience 

feels respected and scared about the actions. It is gloriously absurd. 
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This movie has holes in it, big enough to drive the whole movie 

through with Jolie's performance as the only distinguished feature.  

The third is life as a woman agent. It is really un-normal living 

for the agent married woman and as CIA agent at the same time. 

Many intricates that she was done to make everything normal. One 

of them is get married. She can not have a child, because having a 

child   is not save for a child and her position. 

The last reason there are many puzzles in the past life of major 

character of this movie, Evelyn Salt. Why her parents is killed, who 

is Salt, why she is chosen, and the other questions coming up when 

the audience watch this movie.   

This   research   will   analyze   Philip Noyce’s   movie   using 

psychoanalytic  analysis. It will analyze the psychological condition 

of the major character using this theory. The major character is an 

agent that she does everything to save her husband. She does it 

because of her brevity and her consummate-love to her husband. It 

is caused by consummate-love of Evelyn Salt. 

Problem Statement of this paper is “How consummate-love 

influences the major character in Phylip Noyce’s SALT movie, related to 

her psychological condition?”  

Limitation of the Study will focus on the consummate-love of the 

major character influences her in phylip Noyce’s SALT movie using a 

Psycoanalytic Approach. 

Objective of the Study is to analyze Evelyn Salt’s consummate-love 

based on Psychoanalytic Approach. 

Literature Review comes from Nona Herawati (A 320 070 062). 

Her title is Social Construction of Powerful Woman to Fight Againts 

Criminal Acts In Philip Noyce’s SALT Movie : A Feminist Approach. 

2. Research Method 

The study uses library research. The data are called Primary Data 

Sources and Secondary Data Sources. The primary data source is the 
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SALT movie. The primary data are words, phrases, sentences, narration, 

and dialogues in the movie. Secondary data sources are some material 

related to the data required, such as writer biography, the data taken 

from official website, related theories. etc. 

The  method  used  for collecting  data  is  library  research  by 

collecting and selecting both primary and secondary data. The researcher 

will involve some required steps:  

1. Reading the subtitle of the movie to get the messages, and 

better understanding  

2. Reading some related references to observe the theory, data and 

information 

3. Making notes of important part in both primary and secondary data 

sources 

4. Classifying the data into some catEgories 

5. Analysis the data using related theories 

The technique of data analysis in this study is descriptive. 

Descriptive means that the researcher interprets the text to analyze text 

and content relating to psychological condition. 

3. Psychoanalytic Theory 

a. Notion of Psychoanalytic 

Sigmund Freud is known as the first man who introduces the 

theory of psychoanalytic theory in 1856. According to Hjelle 

(1992:86) the term Psychoanalytic has three meaning: (1) a theory of 

personality and psychopathology, (2) a method of therapy for 

personality disturbances, and (3) technique for investigating an 

indivIdual’s unconsciusness thought and feelings. Freud concepts of 

personality organization present the unconciousness mental process 

as the central description. There are 3 anatomy of personality: the Id, 

Ego, and Superego. 

This tripartite division of personality is known as the 

structural model of mental life. They are the three theoretical 
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constructs in terms of whose activity and interaction mental life is 

described. 

b. System of Personality 

1. The Id 

At the core of personality and completely unconscious to the 

indivIdual is the physical region called the Id. This come from 

a term derived from the impersonal pronoun meaning ‘the it’. 

In psychoanalytic theory, the Id is home base for the instinct. 

The Id is not contact with the reality. Since the Id is not contact 

with the reality, it is not altered by the passage of time or by the 

experiences of the person Freud in Jess (1985: 25). 

The Id is unable to distinguish between objective reality and 

subjective perception. The Id is also illogical. Another 

characteristic of the Id is a lack of morality. That is all we can 

conclude that the Id is primitive, chaotic, inaccessible, to 

consciousness, unchangable, amoral, illogical, unorganized, 

and filled with energy received from the instinct and 

discharged for the satisfaction of the pleasure principle. 

2. The Ego 

The Ego is the region of the mind in contact with the 

reality.it grows uot of the Id during infancy and throughout a 

person’s lifetime. The Ego is gorverned by the reality 

principle, which it tries to substitute for the pleasure principle 

of the Id. It is only one part of three part which contact with the 

reality. So we can conclude that the Ego becomes the decision 

making of personality. The decision is made by three levels. 

First of all partly conscious, second is unconscious, and the last 

is preconscious. 

3. The Superego 

According Freud in Jess (1985: 26), the Superego is 

the moral or ethical province of personality. The Superego 
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devIded by 2 parts. That is the conscience and the Ego Ideal. 

The conscience is the results from experiences with 

punishments for improper behaviour. The Ego Ideal develops 

when a child is rewarded for proper behaviour. 

4. Theory of Love 

In Zick in Santrock (2006: 240) view, love is involves being close to 

someone; it includes dependency a more selfless orientation toward the 

indivIdual and qualities of absorptiona and exclusiveness. Love devIded in 3 

types. The first is romantic love or passionate love. The second is 

affectionate love or companionate love. The third is consummate love.  

Love is more than passion. According to Zick in Santrock (2006: 240), 

romantic love, also called passionate love, has strong components of 

sexuality and infatuation and it often predominates in the early part of a love 

relationship. Affectionate love, also called companionate love, is the type of 

love that occurs when someone desires to have the other person near and has 

a deep, caring affetion of the person.  

5. Theory of Consummate-Love 

Robert J. Sterberg in Santrock (2006:240-241) state that Consummate 

love is the strongest, fullest type of love. He proposed that love as a triangle 

with three main dimensions. There are passion, intimacy and commitment.  

a. Passion is one of the form of emotion which show strongest feeling of 

a person. Passion is an intense emotion compelling feeling, 

enthusiasm, or desire for something. 

b.  Intimacy is one of the form of indivIdual relationship from time to 

another time. Intimacy can be expressed in verbal and non-verbal. It 

can be known in physical expression and verbal expression. 

c.   Commitment is such as a promise which doing by someone to do or 

not do something. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desire
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Types of Love Passion Intimacy  Commitment  

Affectionete     

Romantic    

Consummate    

 

 

Figure 1: Stenberg’s Triangle of Types of Love 

6. Research Finding 

a. The Id 

The next Id shows when Evelyn Salt wants to know why Ted 

breaks the rule just to save her life. Because she really knows how the 

rule works out. If an agent is tracked down by the opponent, it means 

an agent’s life is not worth exposing. 

Salt: I do not understand. 

Ted: You do not understand, what? 

Salt: The  rule says that a single life is 
not worth exposing an operation. 

(RC 16-19) 

 

 

intimacy 

passion  

CONSUMMATE 

LOVE 

commitment 
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b. The Ego 

The next Ego shows when Evelyn Salt appears to be a good wife 

in her anniversary day. Her Ego makes Salt try be a good wife. One 

of the ways, she learns how to make a napkin for candle light dinner 

from the internet. 

Salt: try to make napkin but it does not 

work 

But... 
That is not sexy. 

Ted: No, but it is utulitarian  

and utulitarians are sexy. 
(RC 49-50) 

c. The Superego 

The next Superego is shown when Evelyn Salt decIdes to dig 

up the information from Orlov. Even thought she knows that 

something happens. Her Id wants to know quickly, but her Superego 

presses her to ask slowly to get all of detail information.  

Salt: A defector with cancer. Selling 

secrets for chemo, or are you afraId to 
die? 

Orlov: When we arrived at a Finally, it 

is 

 (RC 109-110) 

d. Consummate-Love of Evelyn Salt 

1) Passion 

Passion is an intense emotion compelling feeling, 

enthusiasm, or desire for something (Robert J. Sterberg in 

Santrock, 2006:240-241). 

The first passion shows when Evelyn Salt wants to be 

perfect in the anniversary day. Her passion makes her learn 

how to make a romantic candle light dinner to celebrate her 

anniversary.  

Salt :”It's my anniversary today 

and I want everything … 

to be perfect.”  

(RC 48) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotion
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Desire
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2) Intimacy 

 Intimacy is one of the form of individual relationship from 

time to another time. Intimacy can be expressed in verbal and 

non-verbal. 

 The first intimacy shows when Evelyn Salt says “hi” to Mike 

in the anniversary day. Her expressions and her voice indicate 

that Salt and Mike is close and intimate each other.  

Salt :”Hi..” 

Michael :”Good morning.” 

Salt:”- Happy Anniversary”.  

(RC 36) 

3) Commitment  

Commitment is such as a promise which is done by someone 

to do or not to do something. 

The first commitment is shown when Evelyn Salt and Mike 

commit to live together and forever although threateningly. 

Salt and Mike wants to commit up to the end of their live. Salt 

commits Mike to spend her rest of her life with Mike. Mike 

commits Salt to save her when she stays with him.  

Salt:”I work for the CIA 

  See that? 

  There is no future for us.” 

Michael :”There are safe with 

me.” 

Salt:”I want to be safe.” 
Michael :”I know. 

  And I want to be with you.” 

Salt:”I want to spend my 

  the rest of my life with you.” 

Michael :”Okay?” 

Salt :”All right.”  
(RC 422) 

7. Conclusion 

This part discusses the structural elements of the movie. As 

mentioned above, it covers character and characterization both of the 

major and the minor characters, plot that consists of exposition, 
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compilation, and climax, point of view of the author, and style that the 

author uses in developing his movie.  

Phlips Noyce can manifest his Idea and the Idea can be seen in what 

characters say and do. There are 3 major characters in the movie and 2 

minor characters which is included in the movie. The major characters are 

Evelyn Salt acted by Angelina Jolie, Peabody acted by Chiwetel Ejiofor 

and Ted Winter acted by Liev Schreiber. The minor characters are Orlov 

acted by Daniel Olbrychski and Michael Craus acted by August Diehl. 

To make it easy to be understood by the viewer, the plot needs to be 

catEgorized. The followings are the catEgorizations according to the 

traditional plot. Here, exposition, complication and climax. The director 

also gives stressing in setting. Setting is divIded into two parts. The first is 

setting of time and the second is setting of place. Setting of time in this 

movie is 2010. Settings of place in this movie are Washington, D.C., the 

New York City area, and Albany New York. Analysis in point of view, 

the movie uses the first point of view. It means, the participant or the 

first narrator refers to the author who introduces herself as a character 

in the story. The participant is Evelyn Salt. 

The movie has a theme. Theme of the movie is the power of 

consummate-love can bring victory and make vengeful which is done 

by Evelyn Salt when her husband is killed. It appropriates with the 

factors of consummate-love when Evelyn Salt feels vengeful after her 

husband is killed by Orlov. The factors of consummate-love are 

passion, intimacy, and commitment. The completing factors makes 

Evelyn Salt has a strongest love to her husband. That is why when her 

husband is killed by Orlov, Evelyn Salt makes some vengeful to all 

Russian agent. Evelyn Salt kills the entire Russian agent. Finally, 

Evelyn Salt gets her victory and can helps CIA agent. Mise_en_scene 

are divIded in some parts. Costume, make up, lighting, sound, and setting. 

It makes the best shoot of this movie. This movie use standard sensitivity. It 

means, the movie is not  too light or too dark. Sound which is used in this 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albany,_New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
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movie is composed by James Nweton Howard and released by Columbia 

Record. To relate one shot to other shot, the director uses editing to the 

scene of each movie. It gives  good effect because the viewer gets the 

best movie ever seen. 

From the analysis above, it can be seen that structural element of 

SALT movie: with character and characterization, setting, plot, point of 

view, theme, and other technical elements that build the stories. All 

elements are successful in building the best movie in a good quality. 

After analyzing the major character’s personality elements named 

Evelyn Salt as Id, Ego and Superego, and also consummate-love; it can 

be concluded that each of them processes has rules in building the 

major characters’ mental condition. In describing the condition of each 

element, the researcher related these elements into discussion of 

analysis. 

In this movie, the major character; Evelyn Salt; focuses in the 

external problem. Evelyn Salt is a person who endures infliction in her 

life since her parents was killed. It works by her Ego and covered by 

her Superego. It makes her to always remember that they took 

everything from her life. That is not only her parents and her future, but 

also her lovely husband. When she was taught by Orlov to do what 

other spy does (never get married), she keeps on rejecting Orlov and the 

rule of spy in continues and gets married with Michael Craus. She does 

not want to do what Orlov saId before. The every element in the 

structural correlates with the movie line which construct a big unity and 

set up an understanding of how life of almost the major characters are 

much influenced with the consummate-love that is risen under the 

circumstances happening around as well as the great impact which 

make them go that away. A consummate-love in the major character 

can be affected by the passion, the intimacy and the commitment that 

comes up to her. The passion can be seen when Evelyn Salt wants to be 

perfect in the anniversary day, when Salt compels Ted to find her 
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husband, and when Mike does anything to save Evelyn Salt. The 

intimacy can be seen when Evelyn Salt says “hi” to Mike in the 

anniversary day, when Evelyn Salt offers to cook, when Evelyn Salt and 

Mike talk about the condition in the car after exchange, when Evelyn Salt 

looks to Mike in the anniversary day, and when Evelyn Salt has joke with 

Mike. The commitment can be seen when Evelyn Salt and Mike commit 

to live together and forever even thought threateningly, when she knows 

the dangerous sign when Orlov comes to the CIA’s office, she tries to 

find her husband to save him, she kills Orlov when she knows that her 

husband was killed. Finally, she is aware of the attitude and the 

consequences of every single choice in her life. In the end, she tries to 

finish what she starts to kills the Russian agent. She feels so sorry to her 

husband and promises that she will clean away another agent who killed 

her husband.  

From this discussion above, the writer can conclude that Evelyn 

Salt is an important character in Salt movie that Philip Noyce wishes. It 

describes her psychological mental in a worst position as a spy and as a 

wife. Evelyn Salt makes a good link between Id, Ego and Superego and 

covers it by consummate-love. She succeeds to answer the question 

who Salt is and where the sIde she is in the end of the movie. 
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