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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Sigmund Freud is the author of the structural model of personality. In 

this theory, Freud explains that each person’s personality is formed of three 

parts: the Ego, the Superego and the Id. Psychoanalysis is the process of using 

three parts of someone’s personality to analyze the ways that person behaves.  

Literary critics sometimes analyze the actions of literary characters 

using the three personality structures that Freud identified. As critics explore 

the ego, superego, and id of characters in a work, they focus on the ways that 

these parts of the characters’ personalities influence the work as a whole. This 

process is called psychoanalytic criticism.  

In the next activity, the writer will use Freud’s theory to analyze the 

characters in The Private Lives of Pippa Lee by Rebecca Miller. To help the 

reader to understand about a psychoanalytic moreover system of personality, 

the reader has to read the explanations as follows: 

1. Id  

The id is the part of the personality that contains people primitive 

impulses such as thirst, anger, hunger and the desire for instant 

gratification or release. According to Freud, people are born with the id. 

The id is an important part of people personality because as a newborn, it 

allows people to get people basic needs met. Freud believed that the id is 
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based on people pleasure principle. The id wants whatever feels good at 

the time, with no consideration for the other circumstances of the situation. 

The id is sometimes represented by a devil sitting on someone’s shoulder. 

As this devil sits there, he tells the ego to base behavior on how the action 

will influence the self, specifically how it will bring the self pleasure.  

2. Superego  

The superego is the part of the personality that represents the 

conscience, the moral part of people. The superego develops due to the 

moral and ethical restraints placed on people by caregivers. It dictates 

people belief of right and wrong. The superego is sometimes represented 

by an angel sitting on someone’s shoulder, telling the ego to base behavior 

on how the action will influence society.  

3. Ego  

The ego is the part of the personality that maintains a balance 

between people impulses (people id) and people conscience (people 

superego). The ego is based on the reality principle. The ego understands 

that other people have needs and desires and that sometimes being 

impulsive or selfish can hurt people in the end. It is the ego’s job to meet 

the needs of the id, while taking into consideration the reality of the 

situation. The ego works, in other words, to balance the id and superego. 

The ego is represented by a person, with a devil (the id) on one shoulder 

and an angel (the superego) on the other. (www.firstload.com/ theory of 

personality pdf) 

http://www.firstload.com/
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In other hands, as a general theory of individual human behavior and 

experience, psychoanalytic ideas enrich and are enriched by the study of the 

biological and social sciences, group behavior, history, philosophy, art, and 

literature. As a developmental theory, psychoanalysis contributes to child 

psychology, education, law, and family studies. Through its examination of 

the complex relationship between body and mind, psychoanalysis gives more 

understanding of the role of emotions in health as well as in medical illness.  

In addition, psychoanalytic knowledge is the basis of all other dynamic 

approaches to therapy. Whatever the modifications, the insights of 

psychoanalysis form the underpinnings of much of the psychotherapy 

employed in general psychiatric practice, in child psychiatry, and in most 

other individual, family, and group therapies. 

Besides giving a general overview about psychoanalysis theory, in 

doing the research, the researcher also giving the biography of the movie’s 

director Rebecca Miller. Rebecca Miller born two years after her father 

divorced Marilyn Monroe, the multi-talented Rebecca Miller is the only child 

of renowned playwright Arthur Miller and photographer IngeMorath. After an 

enviable childhood growing up in a family of artists, she studied painting at 

Yale before acting in theater productions on the East Coast. Following a small 

part in the NBC movie The Murder of Mary Phagan, she made her feature 

film debut with a sizable role in the West German film Georg Elser -- 

Eineraus Deutschland.  

http://www.depression-guide.com/psychoanalytic-therapy.htm
http://www.fandango.com/marilynmonroe/filmography/p50065
http://www.fandango.com/arthurmiller/filmography/p212205
http://www.fandango.com/themurderofmaryphagan_v33836/plotsummary
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She started her filmmaking career in 1990, making the short film 

Florence and directing a production of her father's play After the Fall for the 

New York stage. She continued acting throughout the early '90s, playing 

Harrison Ford's mistress in Regarding Henry, Kevin Spacey's wife in 

Consenting Adults, and Cliff Robertson's daughter in Wind. She played a 

couple of other supporting film roles (including a portrayal of commercial 

artist Neysa McMein in Mrs. Parker and the Vicious Circle) before making the 

full-fledged turn to writing and directing. Her debut feature Angela was a 

lyrical drama that won a Gotham Award and got her a Filmmaker's Trophy at 

Sundance, but its originality proved to be unmarketable for distribution.  

The next year, she married actor Daniel Day-Lewis, whom she met 

during pre-production of Nicholas Hytner's film adaptation of her father's play 

The Crucible. She then had two children and published a collection of short 

stories called Personal Velocity on Grove Press. After being approached by 

the InDigEnt production company, she adapted her book for the screen by 

focusing on only three of the original stories. Shot in digital video on Sony 

cameras in the PAL format, Personal Velocity: Three Portraits won the Grand 

Jury Prize at Sundance and received a limited theatrical release. In 2004 she 

directed the coming-of-age drama The Ballad of Jack & Rose. 

Miller’s latest film The Private Lives of Pippa Lee is a 2009 American 

drama film written and directed by herself. The screenplay is based on her 

novel of the same title. The film premiered on February 9, 2009, at the 59th 

Berlin International Film Festival and was shown at the Sydney Film Festival 

http://www.fandango.com/florence_v214551/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/harrisonford/filmography/p24238
http://www.fandango.com/regardinghenry_v40811/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/kevinspacey/filmography/p67045
http://www.fandango.com/consentingadults_v10828/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/cliffrobertson/filmography/p108502
http://www.fandango.com/wind_v54719/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/mrs.parkerandtheviciouscircle_v134258/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/angela_v133604/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/danieldaylewis/filmography/p17559
http://www.fandango.com/nicholashytner/filmography/p95334
http://www.fandango.com/thecrucible_v136702/plotsummary
http://www.fandango.com/personalvelocity:threeportraits_v259867/plotsummary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2009_in_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cinema_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/59th_Berlin_International_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/59th_Berlin_International_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/59th_Berlin_International_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sydney_Film_Festival
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and the Edinburgh Film Festival before opening in the United Kingdom on 

July 10. Following a showing at the Toronto International Film Festival, it was 

limited released in the United States on November 27, 2009. Critics gave it 

mediocre reviews. 

The film chronicles the fictional account of the life of a woman named 

Pippa who has a neurotic amphetamines-addicted mother with an obsessive 

fixation over Pippa's looks. In her teenaged years, Pippa has a confrontation 

with her mother by taking drugs herself, and the result is that Pippa leaves 

home and moves in with her lesbian aunt. But after participating in erotic 

photo sessions, Pippa is banished from that apartment too and lives a 

bohemian lifestyle of drugs and works as an exotic dancer. On a weekend 

jaunt with like-minded friends, she meets a charismatic publisher named Herb 

Lee who is 30 years older than she is, and a romance develops between the 

young woman and the older man. The couple marry, have two children, and 

later move into a retirement home in Connecticut. But the couple grow apart; 

Herb has an affair with one of Pippa's friends, and the now middle-aged Pippa 

has encounters with a younger man named Chris, played by Keanu Reeves. 

After he dies from a heart attack, Pippa refuses to set up the burial of her 

husband and Pippa drives off with Chris. 

"The Private Lives of Pippa Lee" is a film full of oddly disquieting 

moments. Its title character is a gold-plated trophy wife a loving companion 

to her older husband, a devoted mother of two grown children and a charming 

hostess known throughout Connecticut for her leg of lamb. The Private Lives 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toronto_International_Film_Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neurotic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesbian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bohemian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Exotic_dancer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Publisher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_%28love%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keanu_Reeves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heart_attack
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of Pippa Lee (R) Screen Media (93 min.) directed by Rebecca Miller. The 

film contains sexual situations, strong language and substance abuse. 

From the movie The Private Lives of Pippa Lee itself, the director has 

a specific purpose specifically to introduce another characteristics of the main 

actress to the audience. Here, Pippa Lee is a kind of woman who is always 

careful and contained.  Pippa reacts to everyone and everything with polite 

good grace. When things start to go wrong when people act bizarrely, or she 

finds herself doubting her own grip on reality Pippa just clamps the smile on 

tighter. Pippa Lee sprang from a strange childhood, so that she lives in a 

mess. In further observation, if the film has a weak point, it is Keanu Reeves, 

who shows up as the "half-baked" son of an elderly neighbor. It is not 

Reeves’ fault; his slightly dazed persona fits the character just fine. It is the 

character himself, who seems to be there only to give Pippa a much-needed 

orgasm (none for him, thanks) and then politely drive her home.  

The Private Lives of Pippa Lee blends the life of young teen with 

mother with teen through flashbacks. The comparison is not to show the 

contrasting lifestyle, as much as it is to show that the same person is there 

beneath the surface, regardless of how many years have passed. Pippa Lee 

(Robin Wright) is a mother of two grown children and the devoted wife to an 

aging husband (Alan Arkin). As Pippa begins to have some sort of break 

down, sleepwalking, sleep-eating, and sleep-smoking, she traces the path to 

her life through her memories as a troubled teen (played by Blake Lively). 

After trouble with her highly volatile mother (Maria Bello), Pippa moves in 
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with her aunt and her aunt’s girlfriend (Julianne Moore). When that also ends 

badly, Pippa turns to wild teen years of drug and sex experimentation. When 

young Pippa meets her future husband, he is still married to his second wife 

(Monica Bellucci). This ends badly, but Pippa becomes determined to make 

up for her sins by being the ideal housewife and mother. This leads her to a 

mid-life crisis of sorts, though it becomes conveniently freeing. The most 

frustrating thing about The Private Lives of Pippa Lee is the way that 

everything works out neatly by the end.  

There are four reasons why the writer is interested in analyzing the 

movie. First, the movie is a special movie for the writer because it has a 

unique plot, not focuses in a one plot only. But the director from the movie 

itself uses twist flashback mode or plot, from the present time to the the past 

time, from the present of the major character’s life and then back to the past 

of major character’s life. 

Second, the private life of the major character from the movie itself 

creates certain astonishment to the writer in order to analyze and observe 

more details. Beside that, the difficult romantic story from the major character 

in her own household living also the pathopsychology from the major 

character are fascinating the writer to analyze and to observe in detail. 

Third, the dilemma’s factor of the major character rises up as the 

result of Pippa Lee’s bad experience in the past. Pippa turns to be a wild teen 

years of drug and sex experimentation, and of course it affects her attitudes 
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and behaviors in the future. She does not entrust to herself that she will get a 

good future due to her own condition at that time.  

Fourth, the depression’s factor of the major character rises up as the 

result of her living in the present. Her marriage goes wrong after Pippa and 

her families move to a new place. She also has a conflict with her grows up 

daughter so that it added to be more complex problem during her own living. 

In other words, she traces the path to her life through her memories as a 

troubled teen and as a devoted wife of an aging husband Herb Lee. 

Based on the reason above the writer will observe Rebbeca Miller’s 

movie using psychoanalytic approach by Sigmund Freud. So the writer 

constructs the tittle Dilemma and depression living as a woman in Rebecca 

miller’s movie The Private Lives of Pippa Lee (2009): A Psychoanalytic 

Approach. 

B. Literature Review 

The Private Lives of Pippa Lee was published in 2009. The researcher 

found that there is no literature review and no other researcher who has 

examined this movie before at least in UMS. But, the researcher found the 

same research or movie review from Anthony Quinn, July, 10, 2009, entitled 

“Review The Private Lives of Pippa Lee.” On Anthony’s article he gives only 

a little bit explanation about psychoanalytic moreover system of personality 

from Pippa Lee herself (not in detail). Sunraes, Canada (2009), entitled “All 

together one of the best films I’ve seen in a while.” In here, Sunraes only 

elaborate the psychological condition of major characters moreover Pippa Lee 
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and Herb Lee in general terms. Sunraes does not elaborate in detail about the 

development of Pippa Lee’s personality. Trevor Johnston in “Time Out 

London 2029, July, 9-15, 2009.” On his article, Trevor only mentions about 

the movie’s plot, and his article is not appropriate with psychological 

condition of the major characters in the movie, moreover Pippa Lee herself. 

And also Ross Miller in “The Private Lives of Pippa Lee Edinburgh Film 

Festival 2009.” Ross Miller’s article concerns with several criticisms about 

the whole part of the movie itself. So, it does not have correlation with 

psychological aspect of major characters in the movie. Based on the four 

reviews only two which are used psychoanalysis to observe the movie, they 

come from Anthony Quinn and Sunraes. 

Similar to the previous researchers, the writer has the same 

perspective and object in analyzing the data. The different thing is, the 

previous researchers have no spesification in analyzing the movie especially 

to the main character “Pippa Lee.” The previous researchers only elaborate 

the general thing from the movie. Here the writer wants to focus and to 

specify with the psychology’s condition of the main character by observing 

her dilemma and depression living as a housewife. 

C. Problem Statement 

Knowing that the problem is the most important part of research, the 

writer proposes the problem “How is dilemma and depression living as a 

woman reflected in Rebecca Miller’s Movie The Private Lives of Pippa 

Lee?” 
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D. Limitation of the Study 

The writer focuses this research in analyzing dilemma and depression 

living as a woman in Rebecca Miller’s Movie The Private Lives of Pippa Lee 

based on a psychoanalytic approach. 

E. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of study are mentioned as follows: 

1. To analyze Rebecca Miller’s Movie The Private Lives of Pippa Lee based 

on the structural elements of the movie. 

2. To describe the dilemma and depression living as a woman in Rebecca 

Miller’s Movie The Private Lives of Pippa Lee based on psychoanalytic 

approach. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The benefits of the study are: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The study is hoped to give a new contribution and information to 

the larger body of knowledge, particularly the literary studies on The 

Private Lives of Pippa Lee Movie and Novel. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is hoped to enrich knowledge and experience of the writer 

and another students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta or 

another universities who have interest with literary study on the movie 

from a psychoanalytic approach. 
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G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research, the writer uses a qualitative research. It is library 

research while data sources are using literary data. It purposes to analyze 

the movie using psychoanalytic perspective. The steps to conduct this 

research are (1) determining the type of study, (2) determining the object 

of the study, (3) determining the data and data source, (4) determining 

technique of data collection, and (5) determining technique of data 

analysis. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is The Private Lives of Pippa Lee directed 

by Rebecca Miller and published in United States of America 2009. It is 

analyzed by using a psychoanalytic approach. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two data sources that are needed to do this research. 

a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data source of the study is The Private Lives of Pippa Lee 

movie directed by Rebecca Miller from United States of America and 

adapted from the novel which has the same title written by the same 

people too. 

b. Secondary Data Source 

The secondary data sources are books and other sources that support 

the analysis. 
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4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The technique of data collection is library research, the steps are: 

a. Watching the movie several time 

b. Reading the English Subtitles 

c. Determining the character that will be analyzed  

d. Taking note of important parts in both primary and secondary data 

e. Classifying and determining the relevant data 

f. Taking notes from the material and some other resources related to the 

movie 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with the structural elements of the movie and a psychoanalytic 

approach. 

H. Paper Organization 

Chapter I is Introduction. It consists of Background of the Study, 

Literature Review, Limitation of the Study, Problem Statement, Objective of 

the Study, Benefit of Study, Research Method, and Paper Organization. 

Chapter II is Underlying Theory. It consists of Notion of Psychoanalysis, 

System of Personality (Id, Ego, and Superego), Dilemma and Depression 

Theory, Structural Element of the Movie, and Theoretical Application. 

Chapter III is structural analysis of The Private Lives of Pippa Lee movie; (1) 

the structural elements of the movie; it consists of character and 

characterization, casting, plot, technical elements of the movie, point of view, 
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style, and theme; (2) discussion. Chapter IV is psychoanalytic analysis. It 

consists of Id, Ego, Superego, Dilemma and Depression, also discussion. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 




