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ABSTRACT   
 

There are many books claimed that they are suitable with the School- 
Based Curriculum. Based on the statement, the writer wants to analyze if the 
textbook “Contextual English 1” is compatible with the School-based Curriculum 
or not. In this research the writer focuses on the writing exercises. The aims of 
this research are to describe whether or not the writing exercises are 
compatible with those required in School-based Curriculum, and to describe 
whether or not the writing exercises facilitate the students to achieve the 
competency   

In analyzing the textbook, the writer uses descriptive research and the 
data are exercises that are taken in Contextual English 1. The writer collects 
the data by reading the English textbook, and than classifies the exercises 
containing writing exercises. 

The results of this study show that the percentage for the writing exercises 
developed in “Contextual English I” based on the percentage, referring to 
schema of quality classification proposed by Suharsimi (1993) is 77, 78%. Among 
the nine sub-competencies in School-based Curriculum there are seven sub-
competencies that are presented in writing exercises in the textbook that are 
compatible with School-based Curriculum. From the result of the percentage 
above the writer concludes that the quality of writing exercises in the textbook is 
very good in developing writing skill as demanded by the School-based 
Curriculum, and the second result of this research is the writing exercises of the 
textbook facilitate the students to achieve the competency of writing. 

 
Key Words: writing exercises, contextual English 1, and school-based curriculum. 
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A. INTRODUCTION 

In the School-based Curriculum there are four language skills that have 

to be mastered by the students’, namely speaking, listening, reading, and 

writing. Writing is one of the important skills in English. It is a very complex 

activity, because it is involves vocabulary, ideas, and grammar. To improve the 

writing skill, students’ need writing exercises, one of possible sources available 

in the textbook that containing learning guide in the form of activities which 

lead the students to achieve the competency as demanded School-based 

Curriculum. 

Nowadays there have been many English textbooks published to fulfill 

the need of English textbooks. Due to this condition it is the task of the 

English teacher to choose a textbook that is appropriate to his/her students’. 

This is because there is no perfect book that can fulfill various kinds of 

students’ need. “No textbook designed for a general market will be absolutely 

ideal for particular group of learner” (Cunningsworth, 1995:5). 

There are many publishers that have published English textbook for 

the first year student of Senior High School. They claimed that they are based 

on School-based Curriculum. The textbooks should hold a main instrument to 

do the curriculum which has been arranged before. However, sometimes some 

of them are not appropriate with the standard of curriculum yet. It is 

questionable whether the content of textbook is consistent with the School-

based Curriculum or not.   

Knowing this fact, evaluation of English textbook is really needed to 

get the appropriate English textbook that is suitable with the learners’ needs. 

Water (1987:96) states that“ evaluation is a matter of judging the fitness of 

something for a particular purpose”.    

The situation stated above encourages the writer to do evaluation on 

the textbook. In this research paper, the writer emphasizes her evaluation on 

the writing exercises. In this research, the writer chooses an English textbook 

published by Tiga Serangkai Pustaka Mandiri entitled “Contextual English 1”. 

It is an integrated English textbook for Senior High School student. The 
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themes and topics of this book are centered on our life to help the students’ to 

relate to the students’ own experiences as well as those of other. The book is 

also designed to help students’ develop positive attitudes toward the learning 

of English. It is also suitable with competency standard and basic competency. 

The book is carefully designed based on School-based Curriculum. The course 

covers the four skills, namely listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Based 

on the previous reason the writer decides to do a research entitled The 

Evaluation of Writing Exercises of English Textbook Entitled “Contextual 

English 1” Based on School- based Curriculum.   

Previous study which is related with this research is conducted by 

Aryani (UMS, 2006) with the research paper entitled An Analysis of English 

Textbook for the Second year Student of Junior High School on the Basis of 

Competency - based Curriculum. She found that the English textbook used by 

the second year students of junior high school “English on Sky SMP Book 2” 

develops skill suggested by Competency - based Curriculum. The result of the 

analysis shows that the percentages of the appropriateness of the skills 

developed in the textbook is 50, 64%. So the degree of compatibility is fair. It 

means that the textbook is less compatible with Competency-based 

Curriculum in developing the skills. While the percentage gained in 

developing the communicative exercises is 100%. 

The second previous study was written by Rahmawati (UMS, 2008) 

with her research paper entitled The Evaluation of Writing Exercises of 

English Textbook Entitled “Look Ahead 2” for the Second Year Student of 

Senior High School. She evaluated English textbook that is “Look Ahead 2”. 

This study is aimed at judging whether the writing exercises in the textbook 

used for the second year student of senior high school are compatible with 

those required in School-based Curriculum or not. The result of data analysis 

shows that the quality of writing exercises in the textbook is very good 

because the score of schema of quality qualification of the writing exercises is 

100%. It means that textbook is very compatible with Competency-based 
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Curriculum in developing the skills. While the percentage gained in 

developing the communicative exercises is 100%. 

Seeing the descriptions of the two researches above it can be seen that 

they are different from the one that the writer does. The writer evaluates the 

English textbook for the first year students of senior high school entitled 

“Contextual English 1” published by Tiga Serangkai Pustaka Mandiri. She 

compares the materials of writing exercises in the textbook with those in 

School-based Curriculum. She uses the indicators of writing skill exercises 

from the syllabus in School-based Curriculum as the comparison. 

Nunan (1998:14) states that “curriculum is usually used to refer a 

particular program of study. It refers to all aspects of planning and managing 

of educational program”.  

Mulyasa (2006:12) argues that “school-based curriculum is an 

operational curriculum arranged, improved, and done by each school that 

ready to develop this curriculum that refers to Regulation No 20/203 about 

National Education System. School has the self-authority to improve itself 

appropriately with the situation condition and school’s need. 

In 2006 Indonesian implements the School-based Curriculum. It is 

curriculum which gives a chance for every school to develop this curriculum 

according to the school potency in each area. Sudibyo (2006) in Susilo 

(2007:95) states that “in the School-based Curriculum there is just little 

change in the new curriculum or it is called 2006 curriculum, which is 

arranged based of standard content and standard competency”. So this 

curriculum focused on the certain competency in the implementation of each 

school. It means that the process and the purpose of this curriculum are based 

on standard competency. 

According to the definition above School-based Curriculum can be 

defined as a concept of a curriculum that emphasizes to develop the 

competency of the learners. On the other hand it can be defined that School-

based Curriculum is the continuity of the Competency-based Curriculum. 
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School-based Curriculum has the syllabus including a lot of learning 

experience of the students. According to BSNP (2007:64) “syllabus is the 

lesson plan of the certain subject matter that includes the competency 

standard, basic competency, material, learning process, indicator time 

allocation, and source of learning”. 

In this curriculum, there are some indicators relating to the language 

skills. It is used to measure the student’s achievement toward the target 

competency, which has to achieve in certain time for each level. 

There are nine kinds of indicators suggested by School-based 

Curriculum of English in writing skill. Here the students are expected to be 

able to: 

1. write the short functional text in the form of announcement.  

2. write the short functional text in the form of advertisement. 

3. write the short functional text in the form of invitation. 

4. write the kinds of text in the form of recount. 

5. write the kinds of text in the form of narrative. 

6. write the kinds of text in the form of procedure. 

7. write the kinds of text in the form of descriptive. 

8. write the kinds of text in the form of news item. 

9. write the short functional text for expressing interpersonal and 

contextual meaning in the form of notice text. 

Bacon (1935) in Tarigan (1986:11) explains more detailed the 

textbook. Textbook is a book designed for the use in the classroom, being 

arranged, and prepared carefully by the experts in the field and being 

completed with teaching aids that are suitable and compatible.  

According to Rivers (1968:240) “writing is the ability to write 

correctly sentences or paragraphs such as developing orally for classroom 

situation and the ability to write a short, simple letter”. Writing exercises keep 

the students busy and out of mischief. According to Longman Dictionary of 

Contemporary English (1982:380) ”exercise means a question or set of 

questions to be answered by a pupil for practice”. 
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From the explanation above it can be concluded that writing exercise is 

a question or set of questions to be answered by the students that is available 

in an English textbook for practicing and testing their knowledge in the form 

of writing activity that is designed to achieve a particular result that is writing 

skill or writing competency. 

The problem statement of this research “Are the writing exercises 

compatible with those required in School-based Curriculum and Do the 

writing exercises facilitate the students to achieve the competency”. In order 

to limit the problem that is discussed in this study, the writer only focuses on 

evaluation of writing exercises of English textbook in Contextual English 1 

based on School-based Curriculum.  

The objective of this research is to describe whether or not the writing 

exercises are compatible with those required in School-based Curriculum and 

to describe whether or not the writing exercises facilitate the students to 

achieve the competency. 

B. RESEARCH METHOD 

Related to the problem of this research, the writer conducts 

descriptive research. According to Arikunto (1996: 26) “descriptive research 

is the research to clarify or to explain the phenomenon”. The descriptive 

research consists of collecting data, analyzing them, and drawing conclusion 

based on the data. In this research the writer wants to describe the writing 

exercises in Contextual English 1 English textbook based on School-based 

Curriculum. 

The object of this research is writing exercises of English textbook 

“Contextual English 1” based on the School-based Curriculum. 

The data of this research are writing exercises available in the English 

textbook entitled “Contextual English 1”. In this research the writer takes 

“Contextual English 1” an English textbook for the first year student of senior 

high school as the source of the data. 
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In collecting of the data, the writer collects writing exercises in English 

textbook entitled “Contextual English 1”. The techniques are: 1) Reading the 

English textbook entitled “Contextual English 1”. 2) The writer classifies the 

exercises containing writing exercise. 

The technique for analyzing data through eight steps; the first step is 

finding out the writing exercises provided in the textbook, the writing 

exercises are then coded, comparing writing skill exercises developed in the 

textbook and writing skill exercises demanded by the School-based 

Curriculum, giving the percentage to the total of writing exercises develop in 

the textbook, describing whether the writing exercises develop in the 

textbook is compatible or not with writing exercises suggested by the School-

based Curriculum, describing whether the writing exercises facilitate the 

students’ to achieve the competencies or not, determining whether the 

English textbook is appropriate with the School-based Curriculum or not, and 

the last is drawing conclusion.  

C. FINDING AND DISCUSSION  

1. Research Finding 

Based on the analysis of the data, the writer finds compatibility and 

non-compatibility of writing exercises with those required in School-based 

Curriculum are as follows: 

a. The compatibility of writing exercises with those required in 

School-based Curriculum are as follows: 

1) UI/CE/P.30 
Look back at the note Sofia is writing to Dewi at the beginning 
of this lesson. Below are some exercises for you to write a short 
message like that. 
a) You promised to your friend that you would come to your 

friend’s house. Unfortunately, your mother asked you to go to 
your aunt’s house this afternoon. Tell your friend that you will 
call soon as you return from your aunt’s house. 

b) A friend from another class gave you a book to borrow this 
morning. Unfortunately, you didn’t meet each other. Write a 
short message to be put on your friend’s desk. Thank your 
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friend for the book and say that you will return the book as 
soon as you finish reading it. 

a) The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in making a short message to her or his 

friend if you can not come to your friend because your mother 

ask to you if you must go to your aunt’s this afternoon. The 

instruction above asks to the students’ to making the short 

message based on the situations that have been given. The 

material is appropriate with the indicators of School-based 

Curriculum: write the short functional text for expressing 

interpersonal and contextual meaning in the form of notice 

text. 

b) The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in making a short message to her or his 

friend if you say thanks for the book and you will return the 

book as soon. The instruction above asks to the students’ to 

making and put the short message to your friend based on the 

situation have given. The material is appropriate with the 

indicators of School-based Curriculum: write the short 

functional text for expressing interpersonal and contextual 

meaning in the form of notice text. 

2) UII/CE/P.48 
In a group of three (boys and girls), interview someone about 
his/her most interesting experience. Then, compose a narrative 
text telling the person’s experience you’re interviewed. 

The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in writing narrative text. The instruction 

above asks to the students’ in form of group to interview someone 

about his/her most interesting experience. Then the students’ must 

write a narrative text about the person’s experiences that have been 

interviewed. After doing the exercise, it is hoped that the students’ 

can practice and to be creative to write a narrative text. The 
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material is appropriate with the indicators of School-based 

Curriculum: write the kinds of text in the form of narrative. 

3) UII/CE/P.57 – 58 
You are write sentences using pictures as prompts. You will 
also be given some key words to help you. You do not to use 
these words, of course. You may write your own sentences 
because it is a recount. You will be using the simple past tense 
for your sentences. The title is What Happen to the Eggs?. The 
first two sentences have been written for you. 

 
What Happen to the Eggs? 

The farmers sprayed pesticide on the plants. The pesticide 
affected plants. And insect. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
. . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in making recount text. The instruction 

above asks to the students’ to writing recount text based on the 

prompts and some key words to help the students’ that have been 

given. After doing the exercise, it is hope that the students’ can 

practice and to be creative to writing a recount text. The material is 

appropriate with the indicators of School-based Curriculum: write 

the kinds of text in the form of recount text. 

4) UIII/CE/P.86 
Discuss the question bellow. 
- Are you a first child, a middle child, a last child, or an only 
 child? 
- How many brothers or sisters do you have? 
- How does your parent take care of the family? 
- Who makes decisions for you? 
Write a paragraph telling about you family system. 
I’am a middle child of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . .  

The exercise above develops students’ competency in 

making a descriptive text. The instruction asks to students’ to 

writing a descriptive text using the question given. After doing the 

exercise, it is hope that the students’ can practice and to be creative 
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to writing a descriptive text about family. This analysis shows the 

material is appropriate with the indicators of School-based 

Curriculum: writing essay text in descriptive form. 

5) UIII/CE/P.97 – 98 
Write the procedures to make the craft below. 

The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in writing procedure text. The instruction 

above asks to the students’ to writing procedure text based on the 

craft given.  The students’ also give a sentence to begin the 

exercise. After doing the exercise, it is hope that the students’ can 

practice and to be creative to writing a procedure text. The material 

is appropriate with the indicators of School-based Curriculum: 

write the kinds of text in the form of procedure text. 

6) UIV/CE/P.146 
Now make an invitation for the occasion below 

The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

the students’ competency writing an invitation. The instructions 

above ask to the students’ to writing an invitation to a class 

meeting to all members of the class and discuss the possibility of 

raising a health fun for the class. Use the guide that has been given. 

After doing the exercise, it is hoped that the students’ can practice 

making functional text in the form of invitation. The material is 

appropriate with the indicators of School-based Curriculum: write 

the short functional text in the form of invitation. 

7) UVII/CE/P.295 
Discuss the questions bellow: 
1) Where do you find such text? 
2) What kind of people placed these ads? For what purpose? 
3) What kind of people might answer these ads? 
4) Number the ads to the following categories 

a) Birth Announcement 
b) Housing 
c) For Sale 
d) Death Notices 

5) Create your own ad in accordance with the categories! You may
 choose one category you prefer. 
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The exercise above develops students’ understanding an 

advertisement. The instruction asks to students’ to discussing 

some question based on the text. After doing the exercise, it is 

hope that the students’ can practice and will be able to write an 

advertisement. This analysis shows the material is appropriate 

with the indicators of School-based Curriculum: write the short 

functional text in the form of advertisement. 

b. The non-compatibility of writing exercises with those required in 
School-based Curriculum are as follows: 
1) UI/CE/P.8 

In the text bellow, all capitalization, full stops, and commas have 
been deleted. Find and correct them. 
dear readers I have a real problem chewing gum you see i like 
chewing gum for several reasons first i think it helps me relax and 
think better in class second people say that it is good for your teeth 
third the sugar in the gum gives energy but my problem is that 
teachers get annoyed with chewing gum during lessons i also can 
never find a good place to put gum after i’ve finished with it i 
always stick it under my friends’ chairs and they get annoyed too  

The instruction above shows that this exercise is to develop 

students’ competency in correct punctuation and spelling of the 

text. The instruction above asks to the students’ to put the correct 

punctuation and spelling as one of the important elements in 

writing so that the text can be meaningful. The material is 

inappropriate with the indicators of School-based Curriculum. 

Table 4.2: The research result of writing skill developed 

No Indicators Develop in the 

School-based Curriculum 

Indicators Develop 

in the Textbook 

Compatible Not 

Compatible 

1.  Write the short functional 

text in the form of 

announcement.  

  √ 

2. Write the short functional 

text in the form of 

advertisement.  

Write 

advertisement 

(UII/CE/P.295) 

√  
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3.  Write the short functional 

text in the form of 

invitation. 

Write an invitation 

(UII/CE/P.146, 

276) 

√  

4.  Write the kinds of text in 

the form of narrative. 

Write narrative 

text. (UII/CE/P.48, 

77, 235) 

√  

5. Write the kinds of text in 

the form of recount. 

Write recount text. 

(UII/CE/P.57,58) 
√  

6. Write the kinds of text in 

the form of procedure. 

Write procedure 

text. (II/CE/P.97-

98,130,131,244) 

√  

7. Write the kinds of text in 

the form of descriptive.  

Write descriptive 

text. (UII/CE/P.86, 

161,174,212, 303) 

√  

8. Write the kinds of text in 

the form of news item. 

  √ 

9. Write the short functional 

text for expressing 

interpersonal and 

contextual meaning in 

the form of notice text. 

Write a short 

message and letter. 

(UI/CE/P.30, 77, 

198, 256, 257) 

√  

 . Total 7 2 

 

After counting the indicators, the writer gives the percentage to 

judge whether the writing exercises of “Contextual English I” are 

compatible with the School-based Curriculum or not. The research uses 

Walizer’s formula in giving the percentage. While in Judge whether or not 

the writing exercises facilitate the students to achieve the competency, 

the writer uses Suharsimi’s schema of quality classification. The 
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percentage of compatibility between writing skill indicators developed 

in the textbook and writing skill indicators in School-based 

Curriculum can be seen below:  
7
9

 × 100% = 77,78%  

Based on the schema of quality classification (Suharsimi: 1993: 

96), the score of writing skill indicators in English textbook entitled 

“Contextual English I” is very good, because the score is 77, 78%.  

2. Discussion   

Based on the research findings, the writer wants to discuss the 

research finding of writing skill materials which are developed in the 

“Contextual English 1”. English Textbook for the first class” as follows: 

After evaluating the data available on the English textbook entitled 

“Contextual English 1”. English textbook for the first year student of 

Senior High School” which are compatible with those in School-based 

Curriculum, the writer finds that the textbook fulfils 9 indicators. The 

result percentage for this point is 77, 78%. It means that in developing the 

writing skill materials, the textbook is very good or compatible with the 

School-based Curriculum. So, the teacher of English, primarily the teacher 

of first year students of Senior High School should choose and use the 

textbook evaluated.  

The writer finds that the textbook of Contextual English I facilitate 

the students to achieve the competency of writing exercises in the form of 

write the short functional text in the form of advertisement, invitation, 

expressing interpersonal and contextual meaning in the form of notice text, 

recount, narrative, procedure, and descriptive text. In her analysis, the 

writer finds that to achieve the indicator of writing skill, the English 

textbook gives some directions as the stimulus for the students to do the 

writing exercises. In stimulating students to try writing skill, the textbook 

provide some assignments or exercises of writing dealing with some 
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example. Beside, the textbook provides some steps in writing narrative 

text, for example. Therefore, they can make a narrative text more easily. 

 In this book, students are also asked to write an invitation letter. 

By write an invitation, students can produce text with their own words, 

explore their imagination, and also can practice their English. 

In writing skill, students practice all the language focused in their 

writing, try to express their opinion based on the topic in the written form, 

describe thing and write it in the written form with the correct structure. 

From the competence, the textbook includes all writing materials of the 

School-based Curriculum, such as: students write something related to the 

topic in correct structure, in language focus and genre focus. All of the 

materials of the grammatical structure that will be taught to the students 

are suitable with the grammatical structure in syllabus.  

The writer finds that the textbook develops the writing skill written 

in the indicator of the School-based Curriculum of English for the second 

year student of Senior High School. In other word, the writing exercises in 

the textbook facilitate the students to achieve the competencies. So, the 

writer concludes that the English textbook entitled “Contextual English I” 

is compatible with the School-based Curriculum and this textbook is very 

good. 

The differences result of this research between the other researches 

is for the first research from Aryani has result percentages 50, 64%. So the 

degree of compatibility is fair. It means that the textbook is less 

compatible with Competency-based Curriculum in developing the skills. 

While the percentage gained in developing the communicative exercises is 

100%. For the second research from Rahmawati, she found the percentage 

of writing exercises is 100%. It means that textbook is very compatible 

with Competency-based Curriculum in developing the skills. While the 

percentage gained in developing the communicative exercises is 100%. 

And than the result percentage for this research is 77, 78%. It means that 

in developing the writing skill materials, the textbook is very good or 



15 
 

compatible with the School-based Curriculum. So, the teacher of English, 

primarily the teacher of first year students of Senior High School should 

choose and use the textbook evaluated. From the differences above the 

writer can conclude that for the first, second and writer research have 

different result in the percentages. The first research is fair, the second 

research is very good and the writer research is very good. 

3. Conclusion  

After analyzing the textbook the writer finds that the textbook 

develops the writing skills materials in the indicators as suggested by 

School-based Curriculum for the First Year Students of Senior High 

School. The result of this study shows that the percentage for the writing 

skills materials developed in “Contextual English I” based on the 

percentage, referring to schema of quality classification proposed by 

Suharsimi (1993) is 77, 78%. It means that the quality of writing exercises 

in the textbook is very good in developing writing skill as demanded by 

the School-based Curriculum. So the textbook are compatible with the 

School-based Curriculum.  

The writer finds that the textbook of Contextual English I facilitate 

the students to achieve the competency of writing exercises in the form of 

write the short functional text in the form of advertisement, invitation, 

expressing interpersonal and contextual meaning in the form of notice text, 

recount, narrative, procedure, and descriptive text.  
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