
    

 

1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Conviction is a movie directed by Tony Goldwyn. The Motion Picture 

Association of America's film-rating system gave Rated R (Restricted - Under 

17 requires accompanying parent or adult guardian) for language and some 

violent images for this movie. Running time of this movie is 107 minutes or 1 

hour 47 minutes. The film premiered on September 11, 2010, at the Toronto 

Film Festival and was released on October 15, 2010 for United States. Using 

English, the movie starring by Hilary Swank, Sam Rockwell, Minnie Driver, 

Juliet Lewis, and Melissa Leo. Produced by Andrew Sugerman, Andrew 

Karsch, Tony Goldwyn and Photography directed by Adriano Goldman.  

The Conviction director, Anthony Howard "Tony" Goldwyn (born 

May 20, 1960) is an American actor and director. He won an Obie Award in 

1991 for his performance in The Sum of Us. He portrayed the villain Carl 

Bruner in Ghost, Colonel Bagley in The Last Samurai, and the voice of the 

title character of the Disney animated Tarzan. Goldwyn was born in Los 

Angeles, California, the son of Jennifer Howard and film producer Samuel 

Goldwyn, Jr. Goldwyn attended Hamilton College and Brandeis University 

(where he received his B.F.A - Bachelor of Fine Arts), and the London 

Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. 
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Conviction movie is based on the true story of Betty Anne Waters, a 

single parent, who, with the help of attorney Barry Scheck from the Innocence 

Project, exonerated her wrongfully convicted brother. In order to do this she 

earned her GED (General Educational Development), then her bachelor's, a 

master's in education, and eventually a Juris Doctor (J.D.) degree from Roger 

Williams University in Rhode Island. She accomplished this while raising two 

boys alone and working as a waitress part-time. While in law school, she began 

investigating her brother's case. Kenneth "Kenny" Waters, her brother, was 

convicted in 1983 of murdering Katharina Brow in Ayer, Massachusetts (the 

murder occurred in 1980). Betty Anne located biological evidence and then 

worked with the Innocence Project, a nonprofit organization devoted to 

overturning wrongful Convictions, to obtain DNA testing on the evidence, 

proving Waters' innocence and leading to his exoneration on June 19, 2001. 

The film ends shortly after Kenny is exonerate from prison.  

The public response for this movie are varied, but overall the story is 

moving and the acting is excellent. The only glowing issue with this film is the 

length. It’s the major factor that will make or break audience opinions. The 

movie have good point from The Story where Betty Anne’s journey is an 

extraordinary one. Ultimately compromising her marriage, children, and sanity 

this woman’s unrelenting spirit and faith in her brother’s innocence hauls her 

through an 18 year battle for the truth. The other particularly moving about this 

film is the authenticity factor. For “cinematic” purposes parts of the story were 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barry_Scheck
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innocence_Project
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Innocence_Project
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/GED
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ayer,_Massachusetts
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mildly restructured, but nothing regarding the plot is embellished or heightened, 

these people are giving you the real deal. The actors for this movie is also 

remarkable, Goldwyn scored great with this ensemble of actors, no doubt. The 

two short but incredibly stirring scenes Ms. Lewis who plays as Roseanna Perry 

was involved in – both, by far, upstaged every performance in the film. 

With estimated production budget $12,500,000. Distributed by Fox 

Searchlight, Conviction movie got gross revenue $9,710,055 until December 

26, 2010 in USA and Worldwide.  

Conviction movie produced by Pantheon Entertainment Corporation and 

Oceana Media Finance in association with Innocence Productions, Longfellow 

Pictures, Prescience Films, and Prescience. The movie also supported by Entity 

FX for visual effects and Tinsley Studio for prosthetic make-up effects and 

tattoos. The movie distributed by 20th Century Fox in France and UK, and Fox 

Searchlight Pictures in USA for theatre. 

Conviction movie gets some awards in 2010 from Broadcast Film 

Critics Association for Supporting Actor by Sam Rockwell and SAG Award for 

Best Female Actor and Lead by Hilary Swank.  

There are seven points of interest in this movie. First, Conviction is a 

simple, dramatic story, told well. Betty Anne (Hilary Swank) puts herself 

through law school for the sole effort of freeing her innocent brother Kenny 

(Sam Rockwell) from a life-sentence in prison for murder. The story may be 

missing a few elements that would have given it more substance to make it 

http://www.imdb.com/company/co0090747/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0245052/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0290247/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0062474/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0062474/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0062474/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0257765/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0313678/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0084547/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0084547/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0084547/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0141746/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0074275/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0028932/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0028932/
http://www.imdb.com/company/co0028932/
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more interesting, because the film-makers had a few restrictions in keeping to 

the true story. This may actually be a true story and not just based on one. 

Second, Swank and Rockwell both carry this emotional film on their 

very strong shoulders for the characterization. The characters dominate the 

beginning of the film, and the steps Swank has to take to free Rockwell keeps 

the film going towards the end. The highlights are Swank and Rockwell as they 

both play characters with elements that we have seen before that have given 

Swank Oscar wins and have given Rockwell popularity. Here, he has toned 

down his comic antics just enough for his performance to remain popular but 

should also give him his first Oscar nomination.  

Third, there are very few courtroom scenes, very few law school scenes, 

but it is filled with emotional connections between brother and sister as she 

visits him in prison, and as she tries living her own life. It is shot well, as this is 

clearly Massachusetts and it set the right feelings for the film without 

overpowering it. 

Fourth, Conviction tells how Betty Ann Waters (Hilary Swank) saw her 

brother begin serving a life sentence in 1983 for murder and robbery of a 

woman in Ayer, Massachusetts. Kenneth's ability to appeal his Conviction 

using public defenders has been exhausted and without a lawyer, he will die in 

prison. That is when Betty Anne, a high school dropout, decides to dedicate her 

life to save her brother. Convinced that he was innocent, she spent the next 12 

years taking steps to earn a law degree. In 1995 with a law degree in hand, she 
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began focusing on her brother's case. Challenging the Conviction with DNA 

evidence, with the help of the Innocence Project, she proved her brother's 

innocence, and Kenneth Waters walked out a free man in June 19, 2001 after 18 

years in prison.  

Fifth, for the plot Conviction might elicit a few chuckles and smiles, but 

viewers should prepare themselves for high drama in this heart-felt tale of love, 

loyalty, and perseverance. Narrative tradition calls for developing stories with 

particular pieces (plot elements) in place. This movie use Traditional Plot 

Structure where exposition, complication, climax and resolution are linear. 

Sixth, though set in Massachusetts filming of Conviction actually took 

place around the state of Michigan including the Southern Michigan 

Correctional Facility in Blackman Township. Other locations included diners, 

courthouses, police stations, and law libraries within the state. Three different 

time periods (all in the same town) were required for the film to accommodate 

flashbacks and the story’s progression. Flashbacks involved scenes from the 

mid-1960s when the Waters children got into trouble around town. Later scenes 

involved the early 1980s when the murder of Katharina Brow and Kenny’s 

Conviction occurred, and the mid 1990s when Betty Anne went to law school 

and worked toward overturning the Conviction. To add authenticity, the film 

uses props of woodcarvings, trays, and boxes that Kenny made over the years. 

Real photographs of Betty Anne and Kenny as children helped inspire the cast 

as well. 
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Seventh, used Arriflex Cameras and Lenses, production began in 

February 2009 in Dexter, Michigan. Many of viewers said that the 107 minutes 

of running time was to long for this movie. Using Kodak 35 mm film negative 

format, this movie cinematographic processed with Digital Intermediate in 

DeLuxe, New York (NY), USA and Super 35 for source format in ARRI Film 

& TV, München, Germany. 

Considering the above points of interest, the writer turns to analyze the 

movie by using individual psychological approach because of some 

consideration. The first reason because of Betty Anne Waters is the mirror of 

human being. She has the feeling of ambition, anxiety and confusion when she 

meets something and faces the reality in her life. Since movies combine sight 

and sound, they serve as a powerful outlet to connect with our inner selves, and 

help guide us along some of life's greater challenges.  

The second is that the movie has great possibility to know the 

phenomenon of psychological problems in the character. There is a conflict 

between the major character with the people around her and also the conflict 

with herself.  

The third is that the movie really interesting because the director can 

direct the experienced actors and actress, so the viewer can took the moral 

value. One of the key points of Conviction movie was the striving of Betty Ann 

Waters to release her brother free, ignored her own concern. This shows the 

power of motivation, competition, and the strong desire to protect oneself. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dexter,_Michigan
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The fourth reason is that this movie generally gets some good response 

above some viewers who have watched this movie also gave some critique 

related to this movie. This Movie can affect the personal relationships, 

education, emotional state, health, and personal life. One of the greatest gifts a 

movie can bring, is motivation can get a more fulfilling in our life.  

So, it makes this movie really promising to be analyzed. In this study 

the writer encourages himself to give a title:  STRIVING FOR JUSTICE IN 

TONY GOLDWYN’S CONVICTION MOVIE (2010): AN INDIVIDUAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE.  

 

B. Literature Review 

As long as the writer knows, there is no study that has been conducted 

to study Conviction movie in Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. The 

writer tries to analyze STRIVING FOR JUSTICE IN TONY GOLDWYN’S 

CONVICTION MOVIE (2010): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

PERSPECTIVE.  

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the title and background of the study, the writer proposes a 

single problem statement. The problem of the study is “How is the strive for 

justice reflected in Goldwyn’s Conviction?”. 
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D. Limitation of the Study 

To make the study appropriate with the objectives of the study, the 

writer will make a limitation to the study. In this study, the writer will focus on 

how Betty Anne Waters’s striving is shown in Tony Goldwyns’s Conviction 

movie.  

 

E. Objective of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the writer can proposed 

some objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of the movie in order to identify the unity 

of the Conviction movie. 

2. To analyze the Betty Anne Waters’s strife for justice reflected in Tony 

Goldwyns’s Conviction movie based on the individual psychological 

approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

There are reason why someone makes a study is to get the benefit from 

it. By doing so, the writer expects some benefits are produced from this study, 

those are some benefits expected from this study, such as: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

By doing this study, the writer  wants to have contribute to the 

knowledge about literary study especially individual psychological approach 

toward the literary work.  
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2. Practical Benefit 

This study can improve the English vocabularies and structures from 

watching and analizing the movie. 

 

G. Study Method 

Study method is derived from study and method. Study is the process of 

solving the problem. Study also means an organized and systematic way or 

process of finding answer to questions using scientific method. Method is way 

for doing something. In this part, the writer presents five points of study 

method. There are five aspects of study method in this study paper. 

1. Type of the Study 

The writer will use descriptive qualitative study in this literary work, 

which takes the source data from words and other written text. Creswell 

(1998: 15) defines that Qualitative Study is an inquiry process of 

understanding based on the distinct methodological traditions of inquiry that 

explore a social or human problem. The writer builds a complex, holistic 

picture, analyzes words, reports detailed views of informants, and conducts 

the study in a natural setting.  

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is Conviction movie directed by Tony 

Goldwyn’s. It is analyzed by using individual psychological perspective.  
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3. Type of the Data and the Data Source  

In this study, there are two types of data and sources. Two types of 

data are qualitative and quantitative. Data is 'quantitative' if it is in numerical 

form and 'qualitative' if it is not. Qualitative data could be much more than 

just words or text. Photographs, videos, sound recordings and so on, can be 

considered qualitative data.  

The sources of data are primary and secondary data sources, as 

explained as below: 

a. Primary Data Source  

The primary data taken from a movie entitled Conviction 

which was released in 2010 whose script was written by Pamela Gray 

and directed by Tony Goldwyn. This film was produced by Andrew 

Sugerman, Andrew Karsch, and Tony Goldwyn with the production 

began in February 2009 in Dexter, Michigan. This movie distributed by 

Fox Searchlight Pictures.  

b. Secondary Data Sources  

The writer takes the secondary data source, including the script 

of the movie and the other information from the book and website from 

internet that were relevant to the subject matter.  

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

In this study, the writer use two kinds of techniques. Namely note 

taking and image capturing. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pamela_Gray&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tony_Goldwyn
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Sugerman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Sugerman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Sugerman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dexter,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fox_Searchlight_Pictures
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5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The data are analyzed by using descriptive analysis. It concerns with 

structural element of the movie and individual psychological analysis. 

 

H. Paper Organization 

In order to make this paper easy to be followed, the writer gives some 

order for the paper organization. Chapter 1 contains introduction that consist of 

background of the study, previous study, problem statement, limitation of the 

study, objectives of the study, benefits of the study, study method and paper 

organization. Chapter II is about underlying theory that deals with theory of 

individual psychology, major principles of individual psychology and 

theoretical application. Chapter III covers structural elements of the movie that 

includes character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, theme of 

movie and other aspect which support to the movie. Beside, this chapter also 

contains discussion of the structural elements of movie. Chapter IV is 

individual psychology analysis. It is about application of the theory individual 

psychology toward the movie. Chapter V consists of conclusion and suggestion. 


