CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of The Study

People were born with the two kinds of sex, male famale. Actually
the term male and female rose in society becaugbkeotiifferent biological
organs, so they treat male and female in diffeveayt since they were young
or even since they were in their mother's womb.pgRedave basic trust that
male have to be strong, powerful, and think ratignahile female is
powerless, emotional, and weaker than male. Itkerdifices and also the
patriarchal line that held in societies are autécady make the different
treatments to the two sexes.

Actually gender difference is not a problem as lasgt does not cause
inequalities of gender. But, in fact that gendeffedénces cause many
inequalities moreover women, because woman is knasvia weak person
who has low power in society. Those phenomena cauaey unfair
treatments toward women like sexual harassmenienge in the households,
violation, negative judgment, economical povertg, e

One of the problems which is often faced by evemynan being
especially, women is how to stand up their rightl @t allow their male
dominated society to define what it means to be amnwWomen them selves
must show their capability, to prove who they amnd what role they will play

in society. Most importantly, they must reject gmsumption that woman are



inferior to men. Therefore, according to Mande®4%: 5) that every person
has equal opportunities and civil right and thegudti be allowed to exercise
freedom of choice without interfere of public oginion or law.

Oppression of women in the patriarchal societyesnsdaily. Men
dominate women in so many ways; it becomes hadistinguish one form of
oppression to another. Women are exploited anddppeession every day. In
the work place women are forced into low payingeture and unskilled jobs.
Women problems do not stop at the work place. Wthey come home, they
have to face another shift of housework for thamily. Actually, women also
have to deal with violence in family life. Traditially, women and men have
accepted the fact that men have rights in publipadittical lives but women
do not. Many stereotypes about women’s nature ates$ thold that women
have been viewed, to some degree, as inferior.ubfrdistory, women have
been labeled physically weaker than man, more emali less reasonable,
less able to learn, and dependant. Therefore, waenpeblic decision making
has often been dismissed as illogical, emotiondl subjective. Men’s on the
other hand, has always been considered logicaipnedf and objective
(Horton and Hunt, 1996: 157).

From the phenomena of women’s problem in sex disoadtion in the
form of sexual harassments, the researcher isesttt in this research
becauseNorth Country is very interesting film, especially its story whi
obviously describes the success of women’s strugglénd equal sexual

treatments from male co-workers and the employettseawork place and also



the chance to work normally as the men that igedlédo feminism. Women
development cannot be separated from the influehdeminists’ movement.
The meaning of feminism is a belief in the socpblitic, and economic
equality of the sexes, and a movement organizedndrthe conviction that
biological sex should not be the pre-determinactoiashaping a person’s
social identity or socio-political or economic righ
In North Country film, there is a main character, named Josey Aimes

(Charlize Theron) is single parents for her twddren, she has a bad stories
in her past life. She lives with her parents anel wbrks as a washing hair in
local salon for earning some money for her kids.ewkhe works, she runs
into an old friend, Glory (Frances McDormand) giwefrmation to her that
there are some good jobs with great paying avalablwomen in iron mines.
She does not have too many options, she has kiggdoand she can not live
with her parents forever, and that iron mine jogsp@ times what she makes
from washing hair, so she accepts than she goespieks. Before they hire
her, they have to do a pelvic exam in order to erthat she is not pregnant.
She and her kids move in Glory house after sheegpfir the job. Then they
see her and the other women orientation. When tmeem start working, they
get introducing from their shift leader who is clgaelishing the opportunity
to abuse and sexuality harasses them. When the nvsiae working, they see
pictures with their names written on the walls.eJogoes and talks to the
supervisor about the unacceptable working conditi®ut he clearly states to

her that nobody wants her there and nothing isgytinchange. Josey gets



home loan, buys her own house and provides albtiié that her kids want
and need.

There is up-hill battle for the company to provjtEtable toilet for the
women. Glory explains to management that it takeman no longer to use
the bathroom. A worker named Sherry (Sean Beand tmeise it. The guys
stand around and inform her that they have takkig @ump in it before she
enters. When she goes in, they knock it over wéhih it and she hurt and
very traumatized. At the point, Josey is taking diag off work to go to the
city for a formal meeting with the owner, Mr. PearsHe tells her if he will
“help” her by arranging for her to quit. She prasethat she does not want to
quit.

One day, the women are called to clean up a bigpdaorass which
looks like defecation on the wall. Then Bobby cdlisey to do a job for him.
She follows him to the private place and he attdeks She announces that
she quits. She finds a lawyer then she is meetndriend Bill White (Woddy
Harrelson). She tells him if she wants to file shwarassment charges against
the company. He warns her that she is not likelywia, but he later
reconsiders and asks if she can get the other woonewilaborate her story so
they can file a class action suit. At first, noboggnts to help her and the
Pearson brings Bobby Sharpe and her old teachemamess that Josey has
sexual relationship when she was 16. But Joseydawgminds the judge that
they only need 3 plaintiffs to file the class anti&lory suddenly motions,
from her wheel-chair, in the back row of the cawam, that she backs Josey.

And at the point, Sherry stands up. Then half ofn@o in the court room that



work in iron mines stands up like Sherry. Then teeg many people all over
the court room standing including both men and worae the mines and
Josey parents too. Finally she is living a lifegaglity and being respected and
for all the women can work with no worry about saixoarassment.

North Country, which is inspired by true events, sets itselffopa
courtroom finale - and indeed, there is one - hawreétvis not strictly a legal
docudrama. Woody Harrelson's lawyer is a more asterg character than
most lawyers, while the revelations about Josié&sthat unfold during the
trial add depth to what might otherwise be a shiigsue of legal culpability.
The plight of Frances McDormand's character Glgiayed with typical
aplomb, and the epiphany of Josie's parents ma&dilth much more human
than it otherwise might have been. It is the streagt and the thoughtful
screenplay which lends this movie impact.Narth Country film, feminists
have taken many different approaches to the asabjsiinema. These include
discussion of the function of women character irtipalar film narratives or
in particular genres, such as film noir, where anaa character can often be
seen to embody a subversive sexuality that is dangeto men and is
ultimately punished with death. Through the userarfous film techniques,
such as shot reverse shot. The viewer is led ¢m dlerself with the point of
view of a male protagonist. Notably, women functasiobjects of this gaze
far more often than as proxies for the spectatemihist film theory of the
last twenty years is heavily influenced by the geh&ansformation in the

field of aesthetics.



Many authors pay attention to women’s oppressiog of them is
Niki Caro. She was born in 1967 in Wellington — négeland. She completed
a Bachelor of Fine Art at Auckland’s Elam SchoolFahe Art in 1988 and
followed it with a Postgraduate Diploma as a Wiibnector at Swinburne
Film and Television School in Melbourne.
(http:/mwww.imdb/name/nm0138297. Oscar-winning actress Charlize Theron
and acclaimed director Niki Caro ("Whale Rider"jgbtened the red carpet at
the Hollywood premiere of Warner Bros Pictures'naéic film, "North
Country." Both women looked absolutely stunning as thegygd the cast of
"North Country" for a special screening of the fitnthe historic Graumann's
Chinese Theater in Hollywood. As a writer she hadesal books; The
Vintner’'s Luck (2009), Whale Rider (2002), Memory [Zesire (1997), Sure
to Rise (1994). And as a director she had diredederal movies; The
Vintner's Luck (2009), North Country (2005), WhaRder (2002), Mercy
Peak (2001) (TV series), Memory & Desire (1997)reSto Rise (1994).
(http://www.nzonscr een.convper son/niki-caro/ biography)

North Country tries to show the ordinary circumstances of recent
women oppression, and the evasive action might igeoa permanent
solution. The director challenges the oppressed evoto rise above her
limitation as a person in thidorth Country movie version. In this case the
main character is Josey Aimes, a woman who findsefffeand other women
in iron mines by abusing and getting sexual harassmlorth Country is a

film Presented by Warner Bros. Pictures in assiciawvith Participant



Productions, "Untitled Niki Caro Project” is writteby Michael Seitzman,
inspired by the book titled "Class Action: The $tarf Lois Jenson and the
Landmark Case That Changed Sexual Harassment lewClara Bingham
and Laura Leedy Gansler. The film is being produmgdlick Wechsler, with
Nana Greenwald, Jeff Skoll, Helen Bartlett and D@lgybourne serving as
executive producers. Two-time Oscar-winning cinexgedpher Chris Menges
("The Mission,"” "The Killing Fields") is the direat of photography. "Untitled
Niki Caro Project" will be released worldwide by YMar Bros. Pictures, a
Warner Bros. Entertainment Company.

North Country reflects women’s struggle in order to find the &qu
treatments in work and sexual treatments. The relsea sees it as the
reflection of women’s movements in the second wawanism that is refer to
a period of feminist activity began in the late1®60s and 1970s. Based on
the consideration above, the writer is interestedanducting a study on Niki
Caro’s North Country by using socialist — feminist perspective becaoke
women oppression in this movie. The writer focudesr study on
OPPRESION AGAINST WOMEN in NORTH COUNTRY MOVIE by

NIKI CARO: MARXIST — FEMINIST APPROACH.

. Literature Review

The study orNorth Country of Niki Caro has ever been used before,
but the writer is going to analyze this movie watiner perspective and writer
tries to analyze the women oppressionNorth Country Movie by using

Marxist — feminist approach.



. Problem Statement

The main problem that is “How is oppression agamsien reflected

in North Country Movie by Niki Caro?”

. Limitation of the Study
The limitation of the study is how oppression agaimomen occurred

in North Country, especially viewed by Marxist — Feminist approach.

. Objective of the Study

1. To analyze the film based on its structural elemamid technical elements
by finding characters and characterizations, ggttpoint of view, plot,
theme mise-en-scene, cinematography, sound, and editing.

2. To analyze the film especially the character of \eanm North Country

Movie by Niki Carobased on Marxist — Feminist perspective.

. Benefits of the Study
1. Theoretical Benefit
a. To enrich references of feminist perspective in@vie, which can be
used by those who are interested in analyzinditergary work.
b. To give a high contribution to the body of knowledgarticularly to
those who are interested in Niki Cardlerth Country.
2. Practical Benefit
1. For getting deeper understanding about Marxistmifist approach in

North Country Movie by Niki Caro



2. For getting bachelor degree of education in Endlispartment.

G. Research Method
1. Type of Study
The writer uses a library research, which employslitative
method. The writer also applies Marxist — Femiaigproach of the main
characters as a means of further research.
2. Object of the Study
The object of the study is thdorth Country movie to discuss the
oppression against women that is reflected in tammharacter.
3. Type of the Data and the Data Source
The type of the data is in the form of a movie [®centitledNorth
Country directed by Niki Caro. The writer divides the datairce into two
categories; Primary data source and Secondarysdatae.
1. Primary data source
The primary data source of the study is therth Country
movie. This movie was directed by Niki Caro, distitied by Warner
Bros Picture and released on Octobet, 2D05.
2. Secondary data source
The writer takes the secondary data source, intudi
references and materials related to the study whegticking up from

books or internet.
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4. Methods of the Data Collection
The methods of collecting data are as follows:
a. Watching the movie for several times.
b. Reading the script repeatedly.
c. Finding some related books to find the approptiatery.
d. Browsing on the internet to get some informatioat trelates to the
research.
e. Making notes of important parts in both primary aedondary data.
f. Arranging the data into several parts based orlatssification.
g. Classifying the data into groups according categoof elements of
literary study.
5. Method of the Data Analysis
The data are analyzed by using descriptive analygisre the data are
collected, described, and analyzed. It concern$ white relationship
between the movie and the Marxist — Feminist theéorshow how women

oppression is reflected in the movie.

H. Research Paper Organization
Research paper organization is divided into sixotdra. Chapter one
is introduction which includes the background ofidst literary review,
problem statement, limitation of the study, objeetodf the study, benefit of
the study, research method and paper organizafioapter two is underlying

theory. It deals with the notion of Marxist — Femsinthe basic concept of
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Marxist — feminist, structural element and theaadtiapplication. Chapter
three deals with the social background of th& @ntury. Chapter four is the
analysis of the movie. It includes narrative archtecal element. Chapter five
is Marxist — Feminist analysis that deals with greblems in the movie.

Chapter six contains conclusion and suggestion.



