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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

 Every human comes to the world with difference condition of life. There are 

many distinctions  in Culture, Economic, Region, and race.  Opportunity to live and 

to exist is given by god.  In the reality the existence of life is not affected by the rule 

of god. In this case a man is forming his own essence. The concern of human 

existence comes from an insistence that human life should be a full of life, a complete 

of life and a rich life.   

The searching for existence is actually one of man’s efforts in building his 

meaning of life.  Someone can find the meaning of life when he thinks that he 

manages to actualize his idealism. By actualizing his idealism, man can find his 

identity. In the scope of the society, then his existence will be built. The existence of 

a man can be seen from two sides. From the outside a man appears to be just another 

natural creature and from the inside he is an entire universe, the center of infinity. 

Man is equal, but existentially man has his own world, which differs him from other 

individual. It is understandable only in the term of individual’s existence, his 

particular experience of life. Thus, to understand a man, somebody cannot merely 

appreciate him from his physical appearance. 
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A man is valuable if he has an existence rather than has being or essence. A 

man’s experience of life is unique, radically different as of everyone else’s and it can 

be understood truly in the terms of his involvement on life or commitment to it. It 

strenuously shuns that view, which assumes an ideal of man or mankind, a universal 

of human nature of which each man, is only one example. Thus the researcher wants 

to study the existence of a man from the thought of existentialists. 

Existentialism stands as a branch of philosophy that studies the path of man’s 

effort to exist in the world. It emerged after the World War I. At that time, it could be 

found in the works of some great philosophers, such as Soren Aabye Kierkegaard, 

Friedrich Wilhem Nietzsche, Nicolas Alexandrovitch Berdyaev, Karl Jaspers, Jean-

Paul Sartre, and many others but its echo has just appeared many years later. 

Kierkegaard (1813-1855), a Denmark philosopher and theologian, was known as the 

first philosopher who introduced existentialism. Basically, literature and philosophy 

are different in forms, but they have close relationship, since both of them concern 

with human being, his life, and his problems. 

Literature is reflection of social realities and condition of social being in the 

society. It means that literature cannot be free from the social issue around the society. 

In edition, literature is closely related to sociology science that reflects the 

phenomena happening in the society. “Literature and sociology are not wholly 

distinct discipline but on contrary, complement each other in our understanding of 

society”. (Laurenson and Swingewood, 1972 : 20 ) 
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  Blood Diamond is one of the literary works that shows the reality in Africa. 

The film was released in December 8, 2006. It has 2 hours 11 minutes of duration. 

The movie is co-produced and directed by Edward  Zwick. Blood diamond is  a kind 

of Ambiguity movie.  Blood Diamond is one of the movie that gets awards and 

nominations. They are 79th Academy Awards: nominated or best actor in leading role 

(Leonardo Di Caprio), best sound mixing, best actor in supporting role (Djimon 

Hounsou), sound editing, best film editing (Steven Rosenbuum). 2007 Black Reel 

Awards: best supporting actor - Djimon Hounsou (won). 12t Critics Choice Awards: 

best picture, best actor (Leonardo Di Caprio), best supporting actor (Djumon 

Hounson). 64th Golden Globe Awards: best performance by an actor in Motion 

Picture - Drama - Leonardo Di Caprio (nominated). NAACP Image Awards: 

outstanding motion picture, outstanding supporting actor in motion picture - Djimon 

Hounsou (won). 78th National Board of Review Awards: top ten film of the year, 

best supporting actor - Djimon Hounsou (won). 11th Satellite Awards: best actor in a 

motion picture - drama - Leonardo Di Caprio (nominated). 13th Annual Screen Actor 

Guild Awards: outstanding performance by a male actor in a leading role – Leonardo 

Di Caprio (nominated), outstanding performance by a male actor in supporting,  

The movie is directed by Edward Zwick. Born in October 8, 1952 Edward 

Zwick is well-known for his heroic movies that include Glory (1989), and the 

breathtaking works of art that include Legends of the Fall (1994). Zwick has also 

been known for his thoughtfulness as a director, and for his record of working with 
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television series and other films as a producer. Born in 1952, in the city of Chicago, 

Zwick had a brother, Joel Zwick who was ten years his senior, and went on to 

become a film maker. This may have been one of Zwick's reasons to enter the film 

industry, himself. After graduating from the AFI Conservatory in Los Angeles, 

California, Zwick worked as a journalist with the magazine "Rolling Stone". He 

found work on television in 1976 as a producer, writer and director. 

In 1999, in Sierra Leone, the fisherman Solomon Vandy dreams on the day 

that his young son Dia Vandy will become a doctor. His dreams are shattered when 

the rebels invade his village and kidnap him to work in the diamond mines. Solomon 

finds a huge pink diamond and while hiding it, the commandant of the rebels sees, 

but the rebels are attacked and Salomon is arrested by the government army. While in 

jail, the wounded commandant tell the prisoners that Salomon found the stone, and 

the mercenary smuggler Danny Archer from Zimbabwe releases Salomon and 

proposes to exchange the diamond by his missing family. Using the idealistic 

American journalist Maddy Bowen, Danny locates the wife and daughters of 

Salomon in a refugee camp, but is informed that his son has been recruited by the 

rebels. Salomon and Danny consolidate a partnership, with Salomon looking for and 

finding his son, and Danny looking for the diamond and finding redemption. Written 

by Claudio Carvalho, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil set against the backdrop of civil war and 

chaos in 1990's Sierra Leone, Blood Diamond is the story of Danny Archer - an ex 

mercenary from Zimbabwe - and Solomon Vandy - a Mende fisherman. Both men are 
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African, but their histories as different as any can be, until their fates become joined 

in a common quest to recover a rare pink diamond that can transform their lives. 

While in prison for smuggling, Archer learns that Solomon - who was taken from his 

family and forced to work in the diamond fields - has found and hidden the 

extraordinary rough stone. With the help of Maddy Bowen, an American journalist 

whose idealism is tempered by a deepening connection with Archer, the two men 

embark on a trek through rebel territory, a journey that could save Solomon's family 

and give Archer the second chance he thought he would never have.  

After the researcher watched the Blood Diamond film, the researcher is 

interested to analyze it. There are six reasons the researcher analyzes the Blood 

Diamond film by Edward Zwicks.  

The First reason is Blood Diamond The film shows the reality. cruelty of war, 

including the rebels, amputation of people’s hands to stop them from voting in 

upcoming elections. The diamond conflict that makes a civil war shows the greed and 

authority that make the country in chaos, and make a millions of people have to live 

in evacuation camp.  

The second reason is about the character and characterization. Edward Zwick 

is as the director of this movie who finds the actors and the actress that is suitable 

with characters so that characters in Blood Diamond movie are characterized well. 

The third reason is the cinematography. Blood Diamond film has good 

cinematography from the setting picture, sound mixing, sound editing, special effects, 
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visual effects, music illustration, and another aspect that support in the making of this 

film. Blood Diamond film has the best sound mixing, best sound editing, and best 

film editing, so, that it gets awards and nominations in 79th Academy Awards in 

USA.  

The fourth reason is the theme. The writer chooses the movie, because it 

shows the suffering African people by oppresing white people. Edward Zwick paints 

every thorough picture of Archer’s existence clearly and vividly. This story is 

interesting to everyone. The audience will feel the emotion of the character. And the 

audience will fell the intention of the directed mind. It will leave the audience with a 

new inspiration in their mind. 

Stimulated by all of facts clarified above the writer proposes a psychoanalytic 

approach to study about the major character using Sartre‘s Existentialism theory and 

entitles this research paper : THE QUEST FOR MEANING OF LIFE IN 

EDWARD ZWICK’S BLOOD DIAMOND (2006): AN EXISTENTIALIST 

APPROACH 

B. Literature Review 

The movie Blood Diamond by Edward Zwick is interesting movie.  As far the 

writer concerns, the research on the movie has been conducted by some researches. 

 The first Researcher is Surya Sandika (2008) Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, entitled  Suffering Behind Luxury in Edward Zwicks  Blood Diamond : A 

Sociological Aprroach.  Based on the title and background, the writer focuses on 
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analyzing the social life and  all aspects on Blood Diamond, viewed from the 

sociology approach, especially sociology of the society.  The writer describes the 

behavior of Luxury people who enjoy Diamond and show analysis of the unfairness 

and suffering of African people who has conflict of diamond and Civil War behind 

the delivery of diamond.  Beside that the researcher shows how the American people 

that import the diamond will realize that its make African suffering.  

The Second Researches is Iskawati (2008) Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, entitled  Oppression Against Labor In  Edward Zwikcs’ Blood Diamond 

Marxist Approach.   Based on the title and the background, the writer focuses on 

analyzing the Oppression against Labor on Blood Diamond, viewed from the Marxist 

approach. The writer mentioned the Oppression by the RUF and Dominant Power 

who to smuggle diamond.  It Shows the Sacrifice of labor that has to work to earn 

diamond because the RUF will kill and mistreat  people in Sierra Lone.  The writer  

elaborates the portraits of oppression against labor in Edward Zwick’s movie, Blood 

Diamond film that is analyzed through Marxist approach. The objectives of the 

researches are to analyze the film based on its structural elements and to analyze the 

film based on the Marxist approach, by identifying the relation between the movie 

and the social background of early twenty first century American society. 

Based on the previous research above, the positioning of this research is to try 

extending previous studies on Existentialist.  In the study the researcher gives title: 

The Quest for Meaning of Life in Edward Zwick’s Blood Diamond (2006): An 
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Existentialist Approach  

C. Problem Statement 

Problem Statement is important in any research to find the answer of 

scientific question that emerges in doing research. The story in the movie Blood 

Diamond by Edward Zwick illustrates many conflicts faced, especially by the 

major character, concerning with his existence in looking for the meaning of life 

therefore, the problem statement of this study is “How the quest for meaning of 

life is reflected in the movie Blood Diamond by Edward Zwick?” 

 D.  Limitation of the Study 

To accomplish the study, the research should limit the study. The study 

will focus on the quest for meaning of life process through the structural element 

of the movie based on the existentialism perspective.  

E.  Objective of the Study 

The objectives of this study are: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of Blood Diamond movie. 

2. To analyze the movie based on the existentialism perspective and identifying 

the relationship between movie and the searching for meaning of life.  

F. Benefit of the Study 

This research is expected to give some benefits as follows; 
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1.  Theoretical Benefit 

To give additional information to literature research mainly the literary study on 

existentialism approach.  

2.  Practical Benefit 

 To answer the research’s curiosity about Edward Zwick’s movie especially 

Blood Diamond. 

G. Research Method 

1. Types of the Study 

This type study is qualitative in which the researcher does not need 

statistic to collect, to analyze, and interpreted data. 

2.  Types of the Data and the Data Source 

The Type of data is text, while the data sources are divided into two 

kinds: 

a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data sources of data are the literary work itself that 

consist of word, phrase, and sentence. 

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The secondary sources of data are books of literary criticism, and 

articles on internet. 
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3. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is the movie of Charles Leavitt’s “Blood 

Diamond” Published in England by Edward  Zwick Co. inc and copyright in 

1964. 

4. Technique of the Data collection. 

 In this research, the technique of data collection in this study is library 

research. It consists of some steps, as follows: 

a. Observation 

This step is used to make the analaysis by watching the movie 

repeatedly to understanding about the movie. 

b. Library Research  

Finding out the important data and identifying the relevant element. 

5. Technique of Data Analysis 

 The data are analyzed by using descriptive qualitative analysis and 

analyzing the structural elements of the movie. 
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H.  Paper Organization 

 To make it easy to understand, the writer arrange the research paper into 

six chapters.  The researcher systematizes this research into five chapters. 

Chapter I is Introduction, which consist of background of the study, literary 

review, problem statement, limitation of the study, objective of the study, benefit 

of the study, theoretical approach, research method, and research paper 

organization. Chapter II comprises of the underlying theory, which presents The 

notion of Existentialism, Structural Elements of the Movie, Basic concepts of 

Sartre’s Existentialism, and Theoretical Application. Chapter III deals with the 

structural analysis of the work, which consists of character and characterization, 

plot, point of view, setting, theme, and discussion. Chapter IV presents the 

Existentialism analysis. Chapter V presents Conclusion and Suggestion. 


