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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Human is one of the three alive-creatures besides animal and plant who has a 

particular ability, which makes human be so special that dominates the others. Human 

is able to adapt, to survive and to analyze the universe phenomenon, which make his 

quality of life better and better since the past. Human has the whole ability because 

God has granted him brain. His curiosities are so great that he learns more and more. 

Besides, human is more special than the others  human  knows the way to express  

feeling, thought, and emotion. Something to provide “a place” for all of the people’s 

expression is literature.  

Literature, according to Moleong as quoted by Spadlex (2000:13), is the 

knowledge which is earned by human beings arise conduct and it is used to reflect 

and express experience.  Another opinion said that literature is one of the great 

creative and universal means of communicating the emotional, spiritual, or 

intellectual concerns of mankind (The Encyclopedia of Americana, vol. 22:559). It 

seems that something human being does deals literature, especially in communicating. 

To communicate to each other is done by a means, such as by a letter, speaking 

directly, by phone etc. Even something they wrote or said, no matter what its content, 
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could be called a literature. Well, in this life, in purpose or not in purpose, they have 

involved in a literature. 

By using their mind they produced an expression of their feeling, emotion and 

thought to communicate with others. And this result of literature is called a literary 

work. Literary work consists of two types, namely imaginative and non-imaginative. 

Both literary works are basically the same, that is both are expressed aesthetically, but 

they have a different in expression. That is to say that the individual has to adjust 

their instinct that comes from their personality to the reality. When the adjustment is 

so hard to do, the individual feels uneasy and threatened. Then, such a feeling leads 

the individual to an anxiety is indeed a psychological problem, for many people. 

According to Hall (1985:41) anxiety is “a key variable in almost all theories of 

personality. The result of conflict, which is an inevitable part of life, anxiety is often 

seen as a major component of personality dynamics”. In the concept of 

psychoanalysis theory, anxiety is the most important. In defining anxiety, Freud 

emphasized that is ‘a felt affective, unpleasant state, accompanied by a physical 

sensation that warns the person against impending danger.  

Imaginative type is commonly using connotative sentence to express an idea, 

while non-imaginative type is more realistic than the imaginative one. It uses 

denotative sentence. 

Non-imaginative type consists of essay, criticism, biography, autobiography, 

history, memoir, diary, and letters. And imaginative type consists of poetry, fiction, 

and drama. In this paper, the writer takes a drama as an object that will be further 
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analyzed. Drama may be defined as a work of literature or a composition which 

delineates life and human activity by means of presenting various actions of   and 

dialogues between  a group of characters (Reaske, 1966:5).  

Movie is a part of literature works that shows the reality of life. It can cover 

about everything that happened in all aspect. Literary works manifest social life and 

have a close relation with social community, as commonly literary works discuss the 

human life. Therefore, humans’ life is just like a drama, which content plots of life 

that may be due to humans’ characteristics and their interaction to surroundings in 

their social life or interaction to them selves, their mind or heart, in this case is 

internal conflicts.  Movie also gives the moral massage to the audience. Every human 

has different manifestation about some movies.  

 Blood Diamond is kind of action adventure drama film co-produced and 

directed by Edward Zwick. The title refers to blood diamonds, which are diamonds 

mined in African war zones and sold to finance the conflicts and profit the warlords 

and the diamond companies across the world. The film was nominated for five 

Academy Awards including Best Actor Dicaprio and Best Supporting Actor 

Hounsouan ambitious film that can be viewed as something difficult and problematic. 

It can be pulled apart or appreciated, depending on mood, but it should be recognized 

that movies like this have become as rare and potentially valuable as the stone that 

sets its plot in motion. 
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The movie is getting great attention to most people in United States. This 

action-packed Hollywood film with the star Leonardo Di Caprio was nominated 

for five Academy Awards, and has brought the issue of blood diamonds to a much 

wider audience across the world. It was released in the U.S. in December at the 

beginning of the holiday shopping season. Fearing that it would affect sales, the 

World Diamond Council spent $15 million on a public relations and education 

campaign, which started months before the movie came out.  According to a National 

Public Radio (NPR) program in October 2006, the Diamond Council tried to 

persuade Blood Diamond's director, Edward Zwick, to add a disclaimer to the film 

that would cite the Kimberley process and note that Sierra Leone's civil war was long 

over. Zwick refused, and indeed, while the flow of blood diamonds has slowed, 

human rights groups say that this is more due to the ending of wars in Sierra Leone 

and Angola than to the Kimberley certification process. "What I wanted to create in 

their [movie-goers'] minds is consciousness," said Zwick. "A purchase of a diamond 

just has to be an informed purchase. I think after seeing this movie, people will feel it 

incumbent upon themselves to ask for a warranty, so as to guarantee the diamond 

they’re buying is not from conflict zone. 

 The movie has real storied that is directed by Edward Zwick. Born in October 

8, 1952, Zwick is an American filmmaker and film producer noted for his sprawling 

war films. Base on the experience in movie maker, He has been described as a 

"throwback to an earlier era, an extremely cerebral director whose movies 
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consistently feature fully rounded characters, difficult moral issues, and plots that 

thrive on the ambiguity of authority in Blood diamond movie.  Zwick was born in 

Chicago, Illinois, the son of Ruth Ellen (née Reich) and Allen Zwick. He received an 

A.B from Harvard in 1974. He attended the AFI Conservatory and graduated with an 

M.F.A. degree in 1975. Edward Zwick received his formal training in the cinematic 

arts at the AFI Conservatory in Los Angeles. After stints as a journalist and editor at 

The New Republic and Rolling Stone, Zwick worked on the hit ABC series Family as 

story editor, scripter, director and producer. 

 This  movie tells about Set against the backdrop of civil war and chaos in 

1990's Sierra Leone, Blood Diamond is the story of Danny Archer (Leonardo 

DiCaprio) - a South African mercenary - and Solomon Vandy (Djimon Hounsou) - a 

Mende fisherman. Both men are African, but their histories as different as any can be, 

until their fates become joined in a common quest to recover a rare pink diamond that 

can transform their lives. While in prison for smuggling, Archer learns that Solomon 

- who was taken from his family and forced to work in the diamond fields - has found 

and hidden the extraordinary rough stone. With the help of Maddy Bowen (Jennifer 

Connelly), an American journalist whose idealism is tempered by a deepening 

connection with Archer, the two men embark on a trek through rebel territory, a 

journey that could save Solomon's family and give Archer the second chance he 

thought he would never have. a story following Archer, a man tortured by his roots. 

With a strong survival instinct, he has made himself a key player in the business of 
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conflict diamonds. Political unrest is rampant in Sierra Leone as people fight tooth for 

tooth. Upon meeting Solomon, and the beautiful Maddy, Archer's life changes forever 

as he is given a chance to make peace with the war around him. Written by Miist. In 

1999, in Sierra Leone, the fisherman Solomon Vandy dreams on the day that his 

young son Dia Vandy will become a doctor. His dreams are shattered when the rebels 

invade his village and kidnap him to work in the diamond mines. Solomon finds a 

huge pink diamond and while hiding it, the commandant of the rebels sees, but the 

rebels are attacked and Salomon is arrested by the government army. While in jail, 

the wounded commandant tell the prisoners that Salomon found the stone, and the 

mercenary smuggler Danny Archer from Zimbabwe releases Salomon and proposes 

to exchange the diamond by his missing family. Using the idealistic American 

journalist Maddy Bowen, Danny locates the wife and daughters of Salomon in a 

refugee camp, but is informed that his son has been recruited by the rebels. Salomon 

and Danny consolidate a partnership, with Salomon looking for and finding his son, 

and Danny looking for the diamond and finding redemption. Written by Claudio 

Carvalho, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil set against the backdrop of civil war and chaos in 

1990's Sierra Leone, Blood Diamond is the story of Danny Archer - an ex mercenary 

from Zimbabwe - and Solomon Vandy - a Mende fisherman. Both men are African, 

but their histories as different as any can be, until their fates become joined in a 

common quest to recover a rare pink diamond that can transform their lives. While in 

prison for smuggling, Archer learns that Solomon - who was taken from his family 

and forced to work in the diamond fields - has found and hidden the extraordinary 
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rough stone. With the help of Maddy Bowen, an American journalist whose idealism 

is tempered by a deepening connection with Archer, the two men embark on a trek 

through rebel territory, a journey that could save Solomon's family and give Archer 

the second chance he thought he would never have. 

There are four reasons that make the movie be attracting to study and analysis. 

First reason is because the movie is a literature that is interesting to analyze.   

It shows the reality of life, so that watching the movie will give  people experience 

of  life.   Most of the inspiration will be gotten from watching movie. 

Second reason Blood Diamond is a real story. The movie describes the reality 

on the sierra lone, it shows the  suffering people because of civil war and the conflict 

of diamond. The movie opens history about the struggle for survives of the land.  

Sierra Lone is the conflict place because many rebels dominate there.   

Third reason is the good character. The movie shows the ambiguity of the 

mayor character. The character is sometimes like a dirty  and pure man in that 

motion of the story.  Archer looks like a person who is ambitious of Diamond and 

careless to other people, but in other hand he is  very good and willingly to help 

others. So it is interesting. 

Fourth reason is the Personality behaviors of mayor character. The movie 

shows the unfairness condition  to Acher and finally grows up in the bad 

environment when life must go on. So that Acher wants to do the best thing to his 

life.   In the story of  movie Archer fights againt the power dominant, unfairness, and 
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his bad behavior.  By watching the movie the emotional feeling would be gotten like 

involved in the stories.  

Stimulated by all of facts clarified above the writer proposes a psychoanalytic 

approach to study about the major character‘s anxiety using Sigmund Freud‘s 

psychoanalytic theory and entitles this research paper : ANXIETY OF DANNY 

ARCHER  REFLECTED IN EDWARD ZWICK BLOOD DIAMOND (2006): A 

PSYCHOANALITIC APPROACH 

B. Literature Review 

The movie Blood Diamond  by    is interesting movie. . As far the writer 

concerns, the researcah on the film King Arthur has been conducted by some 

researches. 

The first Researcher is Iskawati (2008) Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, entitled  Oppression Against Labor In  Edward Zwikcs’ Blood Diamond 

Marxist Approach.   Based on the title and the background, the writer focuses on 

analyzing the Oppression against Labor on Blood Diamond, viewed from the Marxist 

approach. The writer mentioned the Oppression by the RUF and Dominant Power 

who to smuggle diamond.  It shows the sacrifice of labor that has to work to earn 

diamond because the RUF will kill and mistreat  people in Sierra Lone.  The writer  

elaborates the portraits of oppression against labor in Edward Zwick’s movie, Blood 

Diamond film that is analyzed through Marxist approach. The objectives of the 

researches are to analyze the film based on its structural elements and to analyze the film 
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based on the Marxist approach, by identifying the relation between the movie and the 

social background of early twenty first century American society. 

The Second Researcher is Surya Sandika (2008) Muhammadiyah University 

of Surakarta, has conducted entitled  Suffering Behind Luxury in Edward Zwicks  

Blood Diamond : A Sociological Aprroach.  Based on the title and background, the 

writer focuses on analyzing the social life and the all aspects on Blood Diamond, viewed 

from the sociology approach, especially sociology of the society.  This research paper 

elaborates the portraits of Suffering Behind Luxury in Edward Zwicks’s movie, Blood 

Diamond, that are analyzed trough sociological approach. 

Based on the previous research above, the positioning of this research is to try 

extending previous studies on psychoanalysis. This study focuses on Anxiety of 

Danny Archer , one of the major characters in the by movie psychoanalytic approach. 

In the study the researcher gives title “Anxiety of Danny Archer Reflected in Edward 

Zwick’s (2006): Blood Diamond A Psychoanalytic Approach,” 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the choosing the subject above, the problem 

is “How is anxiety reflected in Blood Diamond movie directed by Edward 

Zwick?” 

D.  Limitation of the Study 

In this study, the writer only analyzes the anxiety of the main character’s, 

which appears using psychoanalytic approach. 
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E.  Object of the Study 

The objectives of this study are: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of Blood Diamond movie. 

2. To analyze the anxiety of the main characters using psychoanalytic approach 

F. Benefit of the Study 

This research is expected to give some benefits as follows; 

1.  Theoretical Benefit 

To give some contributions to the body of knowledge, 

particularly the application of the psychoanalytic approach in literary 

study 

2.  Practical Benefit 

 To get better understanding about the movie is especially 

the main character in Blood Diamond movie from the psychoanalytic 

approach. 

 

G. Research Method 

1. Types of the Study 

This type is research is qualitative in which the researcher does not 

need statistic to collect, to analyze, and interpreted data. 

2.  Types of the Data and the Data Source 

The Type of data is text, while the data sources are divided into two 

kinds: 
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a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data sources of data are the literary work itself that 

consist of word, phrase, and sentence. 

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The secondary sources of data are books of literary criticism, and 

articles on internet. 

3. Object of the Study 

The object of the research is the movie of Charles Leavitt’s “Blood 

Diamond” Published in England by Edward  Zwick Co. inc and copyright in 

1964. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection. 

 In this research, the technique of data collection in this study is library 

research. It consists of some steps, as follows: 

a. Reading the Script movie Blood Diamond many times 

b. Reading the relevant theory with the subject finally is collecting the 

supporting data from any critical review, internet and other references 

related to the topic. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

 The technique of Data Analyzing is descriptive analysis. In this case, 

the researcher tries to describe the structural elements of the movie and 

sociological analysis. Hence, the collected data will be interpreted and 

analyzed in detail trough the appropriate approach, in this case is 
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psycoanalytic approach to show anxiety of Danny Archer in Edward Zwick’s 

Blood Diamond with Psychoanalytic approach. 

 

H. Research Organization 

 This research consists of five chapters. Chapter I is Introduction, which 

consists of background, literary review, research problem, research objective, 

research limitation, research benefit, research method and the last is research 

organization. Chapter II comprises of the underlying theory, which presents notion of 

psychoanalysis, the structure of personality, the notion of the anxiety, and theoretical 

application Chapter III is structural analysis of the movie, which involves the 

structural element of character and characterization, setting, point of view, plot, style, 

theme, and discussion. Chapter IV constitutes psychoanalytic analysis of the 

personality. The last is Chapter V which contains conclusion and suggestion.  


