
i 

 

ANNIE SULLIVAN’S MOTIVES OF TEACHING  

HELEN KELLER IN NADIA TASS’S THE MIRACLE WORKER 

MOVIE: A HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPER 

 

Submitted as a Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 

for Getting Bachelor Degree of Education 

in English Department 

 

by 

DYAH PERMATASARI  

A 320 070 151 

 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2011 



ii 

 

APPROVAL 

 

 

ANNIE SULLIVAN’S MOTIVES OF TEACHING  

HELEN KELLER IN NADIA TASS’S THE MIRACLE WORKER MOVIE: 

A HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

RESEARCH PAPER 

 

Written by 

 

 

DYAH PERMATASARI  

A 320 070 151 

 

 

Approved to be Examined 

by Consultant Team 

 

 

 

 

 

Consultant I                   Consultant II 

 

 

 

Drs. M. Thoyibi, M.S              Titis Setyabudi, S.S, M.Hum 
NIK. 410      NIK. 948 

 

 



iii 

 

ACCEPTANCE 

ANNIE SULLIVAN’S MOTIVES OF TEACHING  

HELEN KELLER IN NADIA TASS’S THE MIRACLE WORKER MOVIE: 

A HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

 

RESEARCH PAPER 

Prepared and Arranged by: 

DYAH PERMATASARI  

A 320 070 151 

 

 Accepted and Approved by the Board of Examiners 

School of Teacher Training and Education 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

On October, 2011 

   

1. Drs. M. Thoyibi, M.S    (             )   

 NIK. 410                       

2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M. Hum      (             ) 

 NIK. 948  

3. Dr. Phil. Dewi Candraningrum, M. Ed.  (             ) 

NIK. 772 

 

Approved by 

School of Teacher Training and Education 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

Dean 

 

Drs. Sofyan Anif, M. Si. 
NIK. 547 

 



iv 

 

TESTIMONY  

 

On this occasion, the researcher states that in this research paper, there is 

no plagiarism of the previous literary work which has been raised to obtain 

Bachelor Degree of University, nor there are opinions or masterpieces which have 

been written or published by others, except referred written in this research paper 

and mentioned in the bibliography. 

If it is proved that there are mistakes in the writer’s statement above later 

in the future, the researcher will be wholly responsible. 

 

 

Surakarta, October 2011 

The researcher, 

 

Dyah Permatasari 

A 320 070 151 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

MOTTO 

    

Asyhadu allaa ilaaha illallaah wa asyhadu anna  

Muhammadan rasuulullaah  

( Syahadat ) 

 

Verily! Allah will not change the good condition of a 

people as long as they do not change their state of 

goodness themselves 

(Ar-Ra’d : 11) 

 

Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but 

anyone can start today and make a new ending 

(Maria Robinson) 

 

Trust on yourself, that you can do... 

(The Writer) 

    

    

    

    



vi 

 

DEDICATIONDEDICATIONDEDICATIONDEDICATION    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alhamdulillahi Robbil ‘Aalamiin, as Allah 

Mercy. 

I gratefully dedicate this research paper to: 

 

 Allah SWT, the Lord of the Universe, 

 My beloved Parents, 

 My beloved sisters, 

 My all-best friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 

 

 

Assalamualaikum Wr. Wb. 

Alhamdulillahirobbil’alamin, praise and gratitude for Allah SWT, the 

Glorious, the Lord, and the All Mighty, who has given opportunity and bless for 

the researcher to finish the research paper entitled “Annie Sullivan’s motives of 

Teaching Helen Keller in Nadia Tass’s The Miracle Worker Movie: a Humanistic 

Psychological Perspective” as the requirement for getting bachelor degree of 

education in English Department of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

Peace is upon to Muhammad SAW, the last messenger of Allah, who will 

be hero for all his followers in the life after. The researcher realizes that this 

research paper would never been possible without other people’s help, so that the 

writer would like to express her gratitude and appreciation to:  

1. Drs. Sofyan Anif, M. Si., the Dean of the School of Teacher Training and 

Education of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, 

2. Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M. Hum, the Chief of English Department who has 

permitted her to conduct this paper, 

3. Drs. M. Thoyibi, M.S., the first consultant who has given a valuable 

guidance and suggestion during the completion of this research paper, 



viii 

 

4. Titis Setyabudi, S.S. M. Hum, the second consultant, for being good 

consultant and giving the researcher suggestion in correcting this research 

paper, 

5. Dr. Phil Dewi Candraningrum, S.Pd., M.Ed, for giving good score, 

6. All of the lecturers of English Department, for precious knowledge given to 

her. 

7. Her beloved parents,  Bapak Ramelan (babe) and Ibu Surati Martina, 

S.Pd. (mami) for the unconditional love, prayer, support, patience, care, and 

all the sacrifices, 

8. Her beloved sisters, Sari Mustikaningsih and Lia Kurniasari for all jokes, 

care, and support. 

9. Her beloved Grandpas, Grandmas, Uncles, Aunties, Nephews, Cousins, 

for love and care, 

10. Her best friends; Meinita, Ricky, Resmi, Wafda, Iin, Nur, Mita, Mina,   and 

etc, for the supports, jokes and togetherness, 

11. All friends at Dicky Boardinghouse, thanks for your friendship and kindness, 

12. Dayu for your kindness and cooperation while research paper, 

13. All her friends in D & E classes, and English Dept. students, 

14. Joko Kendil goes to England drama performance, 

15. Her friends in PPL SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Surakarta 2010, 

16. Her smart laptop that always faith to her every day she needs.  

17. Motor AD 4869 RS, for faithfully to takes her everywhere,  



ix 

 

18. Last but not least, those who cannot be mentioned one by one, who have 

supported her to reach her dreams. 

Finally, the researcher realizes that this research paper is still far from 

being perfect, so all suggestions and criticisms for improving this research are 

accepted widely and happily. Hopefully, this research paper will be useful for the 

readers and prospective researchers. 

Wassalamualaikum Wr. Wb. 

 

Surakarta, October 2011 

 

 

Dyah Permatasari 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



x 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

PAGE OF TITLE  ...........................................................................................  i  

APPROVAL  ...................................................................................................  ii 

ACCEPTANCE  ..............................................................................................  iii 

TESTIMONY  .................................................................................................  iv 

MOTTO  ..........................................................................................................  v 

DEDICATION  ................................................................................................  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  ...............................................................................  vii 

TABLE  OF CONTENT  .................................................................................  x 

TABLE  OF FIGURES ...................................................................................  xiii 

ABSTRACT  ....................................................................................................  xv 

CHAPTER  I  INTRODUCTION  ...................................................................  1 

A. Background of Research ...............................................  1 

B. Literature Review .........................................................  9 

C. Problem Statement ........................................................  10 

D. Limitation of the Research ...........................................  10 

E. Objective of the Research .............................................  10 

F. Benefit of the Research .................................................  11 

G. Research Method ..........................................................  11 

H. Research Organization..................................................      13 

CHAPTER II: UNDERLYING THEORY  ...................................................  14 

A. Notion of Humanistic Psychology .................................  14 

B. Theory of Humanistic Psychology ................................  15 

1. Psychological Needs .................................................  16 

2. Safe and Security Needs  ..........................................  17 

3. Love and Belongingness ...........................................  17 

4. Self-Esteem Needs ....................................................  18 

5. Self Actualization Needs ...........................................  19 

 



xi 

 

C. Structural Elements of the Movie ..................................  24 

1. Narrative Elements ....................................................  25 

2. Technical Elements ...................................................  28 

D. Theoretical Application..................................................    31 

CHAPTER III: STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS  ..............................................  32 

A. Structural Elements of the Movie  .................................    32 

1. Narrative Elements ........................................................  33 

a. Character and Characterization .................................  33 

1) Major Character...................................................      33 

2)  Minor Character ..................................................  40 

b. Setting .....................................................................  47 

c. Plot ..........................................................................  48 

d. Point of View ..........................................................  52 

e. Theme .....................................................................  53 

2. Technical Elements .......................................................  53 

a. Miss en Scene ...........................................................  53 

1) Set Dressing and Props .........................................  53 

2) Costumes and Make-Up .......................................  58 

3)  Lighting ...............................................................  59 

b. Cinematography ........................................................  61 

1) Photographical Qualities of Shot .........................  61 

2) Framing of Shot ....................................................  61 

3) The Duration of Shot ............................................  62 

c. Sound ........................................................................  63 

d. Editing .......................................................................  63 

B. Discussion ......................................................................  64 

CHAPTER IV: HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 

ANALYSIS  ..........................................................................  68 

A. The Needs of Annie Sullivan .........................................  68 

1. Psychological Needs ...............................................    68 



xii 

 

2. Security and Safety Needs ......................................    69 

3. Love and Belongingness Needs ..............................     71 

4. Self Esteem Needs ..................................................    72 

5. Self Actualization Needs ........................................    74 

B. Annie Sullivan as a Self Actualized Person ..................  75 

C. Discussion  .....................................................................  80 

CHAPTER V:   CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  ...............................  83 

A. Conclusion .....................................................................  83 

B. Suggestion .....................................................................  85 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  

APPENDIX  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xiii 

 

TABLE OF FIGURE 

 

Figure 1 : Helen Keller’s profile .......................................................................  33 

Figure 2 : Annie Sullivan’s profile ...................................................................  35 

Figure 3 : Captain Arthur Keller’s profile ........................................................  36 

Figure 4 : James Keller’s profile .......................................................................  37 

Figure 5 : Katherin Keller’s profile ...................................................................  39 

Figure 6 : Percy’s profile...................................................................................  40 

Figure 7 : Martha’s profile ................................................................................  41 

Figure 8 : Aunt Evelyn’s profile .......................................................................  42 

Figure 9 : Dr. Anagnos’s profile .......................................................................  43 

Figure 10 : Vincy’s figure .................................................................................  44 

Figure 11 : Jimmie’s profile ..............................................................................  45 

Figure 12 : Henry’s profile ................................................................................  46 

Figure 13 : Proctor’s profile  .............................................................................  47 

Figure 14 : Captain Keller’s point of view .......................................................  52 

Figure 15 : Captain Arthur Keller in monologue ..............................................  52 

Figure 16 : Third person point of view .............................................................  53 

Figure 17 : Set dressing and prop in Captain Arthur’s workroom ....................  54 

Figure 18 : Set dressing and prop in Perkins Institute ......................................  54 

Figure 19 : Set dressing and prop in front of home...........................................  55 

Figure 20 : Set dressing and prop in upstairs ....................................................  55 

Figure 21 : Set dressing nad prop in Tuscumbia railway station ......................  55 

Figure 22 : Set dressing nad prop in Annie Sullivan’s room ............................  56 

Figure 23 : Set dressing and prop in dining room .............................................  56 

Figure 24 : Set dressing and prop in park near house .......................................  57 

Figure 25 : Set dressing and prop in garden house ...........................................  57 

Figure 26 : Set dressing and prop in tobacco garden ........................................  57 

Figure 27 : Set dressing and prop in the room in the sylum .............................  58 

 



xiv 

 

Figure 28 : Transportation .................................................................................  58 

Figure 29 : Frontal lighting ...............................................................................   59 

Figure 30 : Side lighting ....................................................................................   60 

Figure 31 : Back lighting ..................................................................................  60 

Figure 32 : Under lighting .................................................................................  60 

Figure 33 : Top lighting ....................................................................................  61 

Figure 34 : Straight angle ..................................................................................  61 

Figure 35 : Low angle .......................................................................................  62 

Figure 36 : High angle.......................................................................................  62 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



xv 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

DYAH PERMATASARI. A 320070151. ANNIE SULLIVAN’S MOT IVES 
OF TEACHING HELEN KELLER IN NADIA TASS’S THE MIRACLE 
WORKER MOVIE: A HUMANISTIC PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. 

The major problem of this research is to explain motives of Annie Sullivan in 
teaching Helen Keller reflected in Nadia Tass’s The Miracle Worker movie. 
Objectives of this research are: to analyze the movie based on its structural 
elements, and to analyze movie based on Humanistic Psychological Perspective 
theory by Abraham Harold Maslow. 

In conducting this research, the researcher uses qualitative research, in which the 
primary data is taken from The Miracle Worker movie and the secondary data is 
taken from other data related to the research such as some books of Humanistic 
Psychological Perspective theories, movie script, commentaries, internet and other 
relevant information. 

This research comes to the following conclusions. First, based on the structural 
analysis of the movie, it shows that the character and characterization, setting, 
plot, point of view, theme, mice en scene, cinematography, sound, and editing are 
related to each other and form the unity into good quality of a movie. Second, 
based on Humanistic Psychological Perspective analysis that is some motives 
underlying the struggle of Annie Sullivan. The motives are getting safety in the job, 
family, respected by others and the last motive is to actualize the potential as a 
teacher.            
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