
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Language has a main role in human’s life. It is as a means of communication. It 

means that human being must be able to communicate not only in oral but also in written. 

Besides, language is also as a set of rules. In this case, the set of the rules has been in the 

human’s brain since they were born. They will never stop learning language from babies until 

adult, where they still continue to learn and refine the language needed in every new situation 

in which we find ourselves. The Government Regulation (PP No. 19, 2005) states that 

language education should develop language competence with special emphasis on reading 

and writing according to the literacy level set up for every level of education.  

 At school, students must be able to develop their ability in English communication, 

both in oral and written. The Government Regulation (Permendiknas RI No 22 Tahun 2006: 

307), about standard content states that English is a means of communication in oral and 

written. Then, the ultimate goal of competence standard 2006 is to participate in discourse or 

to communicate ideas, feeling, etc, in spoken and written English accurately, fluently, and in 

acceptable manners. It means that in teaching – learning process, the teacher should develop 

the students basic competence and standard competence. The task of language teacher is to 

explore the students’ ability to participate in creating the text. It means that the language 

teachers’ task is to explore the students’ ability to communicate or to change the meaning. 

 Communication itself can happen in text, spoken or written. Communication is 

creating a text and this involves more than simply creating grammatical sentences. It involves 

more than simply creating grammatical sentences. Anderson and Anderson (2003: 2) states 



that a text is created by a speaker or writer. When constructing a piece of text, the speaker or 

writer makes choices about the words used and how these words will be put together. 

Besides, the choice of words will depend on the purpose and context of the text. Text is 

interpreted by listeners or readers. There are two main categories of text: literary and factual. 

Literary texts are used to tell about human experiences, usually in an imaginative way such as 

narrative, dramas, and poems. The purpose of these texts is to make readers and listeners 

think, cry, laugh or entertained. The factual text types present information or ideas. The 

purpose  is to inform, instruct, educate or persuade the listeners or readers. The main factual 

text types are explanation, information, discussion, recount, exposition, description, 

procedure, and procedural recount. One factor which accounts for differences in texts is the 

purpose for which the text is being used. The texts are structured in different ways to achieve 

their purpose. 

 In a written text, all information has to be in the text itself because the readers are 

usually distant in time and space and cannot ask for clarification or extra details. Then, to 

achieve the competency in the Curriculum 2006 (School Based Curriculum), the students 

have to be able to use kind of texts used in real world. At school, the students must study 

about kind of texts. There are many kinds of text such as narrative, recount, report, news 

item, procedure which refer to any staged, purposeful, cultural activity and procedure and it 

includes oral language genres as well as written language genres. A clear genre is 

characterized by having a semantic structure – a distinctive beginning, middle, and end. The 

purpose of text is based on the type of the text, for example, the purpose of descriptive text is 

different from the purpose of procedure text. In grade XI of Senior High School, especially in 

second semester, the students must master narrative, spoof, and hortatory exposition. 

Narrative is a kind of text which has a goal to entertain or amuse the readers with 

actual or imaginary experience in different ways. Narratives always deal with some problems 



which lead to the climax and then turn into a solution to the problem. The generic structure of 

narrative texts consists of (1) Orientation – who were involved in the story, when and where; 

(2) Complication – a problem arises and followed by other problems; and (3) Resolution – 

provide solution to the problem. Lexicogrammar features (language features) consist of the 

use of noun phrases; the use of connectives (first, before that, then, finally); the use of 

adverbial phrases of time and place; the use of simple past tense; the use of action verbs; the 

use of saying verbs; the use of thinking verbs, feeling verbs, verbs of senses (Sudarwati, 

2005: 8). 

 Spoof is also a kind of text which has a goal to tell an event with a humorous twist. 

The generic structure of spoof texts consists of (1) Orientation – who were involved in the 

story, when, and where; (2) Events – tell what happened in a chronological order; and (3) 

Twist – provide the funniest part of the stories. Lexicogrammatical features consist of the use 

of action verbs; the use of connectives (first, then, finally); the use of adverbial phrases of 

time and place; and the use of simple past tense (Otong, 2008: 43). 

Then, Hortatory exposition has a goal to persuade the readers or listeners that 

something should or should not be the case. The generic structure of hortatory exposition 

consists of (1) Thesis – announcement of issue concern; (2) Arguments – reasons for concern, 

leading to recommendation; and (3) Recommendation – statement of what ought not to 

happen. Lexicogrammatical features of hortatory exposition consists of emotive words; 

words that qualify statements; words that link arguments; usually present tense; compound 

and complex sentences; modal verbs/adverbs : can, may, certainly, get, stop; and subjective 

opinion using pronouns : I and we (Sudarwati, 2005: 193). 

 Writing is an important thing in our life. By writing human beings can express their 

ideas, feeling, and opinion and communicate with other people. According to Gaith in Journal 



of Writing (2009:1), writing is a complex process that allows writers to explore thoughts and 

ideas, and make them visible and concrete. Writing is also a way of expressing 

communication; expressing our thoughts, feelings, plans, and experience. It is a basic 

language skill to be mastered in order to develop the language. Writing is determined by 

transforming thoughts into words, words into sentences and sentences into paragraphs. Words 

are symbols that express our feelings, thoughts, objects, and concepts that belong to our 

world. However, words are not sufficient on their own to express our feelings, thoughts, 

judgements and actions; we need sentences to make them meaningful. In this sense, a 

sentence is the basic unit of expression. Every sentence is buillt to convey a thought or  a 

feeling. While building a sentence, we determine our thoughts, arrange them, choose the right 

words and put them into the right order (Ungan, 2008: 192). 

  Furthermore, most of important official documents such as laws, formal regulations, 

guarantees, treaties, contracts, and others are made in the written form. In our daily life, we 

also get announcements, letters, advertisements, information, even warning in the form of 

writing. Even, in school, we also do kind of texts, making a list, and others. Briefly, we are 

consciously or unconsciously engaged in writing a lot. 

Ideally, the graduates of Senior High School are hoped to have the following 

competence standard in writing,”Siswa mampu mengungkapkan makna secara tertulis dalam 

wacana interpersonal dan transaksional, secara formal maupun informal dalam bentuk 

recount, narrative, procedure, descriptive, news item, report, analytical exposition, hortatory 

exposition, spoof, explanation, discussion, dan review dalam konteks kehidupan sehari-hari” 

(Permendiknas No. 23 tahun 2006:45).  

 In this research, the researcher is interested in doing research of the students in grade 

XI Social Science 3 of SMA Negeri 1 Ngemplak, Boyolali. Grade XI Social Science 3 is the 



grade XI Social Science at SMA Negeri 1 Ngemplak that has good achievement but for 

English lesson their achievement has not satisfying yet. According to her collaborator, they 

are very enthusiastic in following English lesson. They always pay attention and try to do the 

tasks on time. There are four competences that must be mastered by students that are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing. From those four competences, the students in grade 

XI Social Science 3 still have difficulties in writing. They get difficulty to do it and always 

complain when the teacher asks them to write a composition, for example to make Narrative 

text. They often find difficulties when they want to start writing. 

 Their English teacher felt frustration in attracting the students to like writing. She 

always gives support to her students by giving interesting and simple task in writing that 

actually can be done easily by them, for examples to write diary or letter. However, they still 

find difficulties in writing the composition and the result is still low. 

 In writing test, the researcher in cooperating with collaborator determined the 

elements which would be focused in making and scoring criteria. They were five elements to 

score. They were content, organization, grammar, word choice, and mechanic. The maximal 

score of content was 30. The maximal score of organization was 20. The maximal score of 

grammar was 25. The maximal score of words choice was 20. The maximal score of 

mechanics was 5. Therefore, the total score was 100. Kriteria Ketuntasan Minimum in 

English lesson is 63. Based on the test result that was done by the researcher and her 

collaborator, it is known that from the five elements to mark, their average score of content 

was 19,2; organization score was 12,1; grammar score was 7,23; word choice score was 

12,12; and mechanic was 2,61. They didn’t have willing to write because they felt failure 

before wrting. They always did their tasks by herself or himself. They never discussed about 

words, ideas, and organization with their friends. So their felt boring and nervous when they 



had writing. They weren’t active and enthusiasm in writing because they didn’t have 

confidence to do their writing tasks. They never responsibility to do their tasks on time. 

 From this result it can be known that the students have difficulties in developing idea 

in a composition. They are not able to organize a text in the form of genre. They are still 

unable to apply organization of text types in the form of composition. Then, they are not able 

in word choice to pour in the composition. Most of the students are still difficult in 

understanding grammar or tenses that must be used in writing text in the form of genre. It 

happens because of their language background. They use Javanese and Indonesian in their 

daily life. 

The reseacher interviewed some of the students dealing with writing texts in 

English. Some answered that they do not like writing, especially in English. The following is 

a student’s answer when the writer asked her reason why she got difficulties in writing in 

English. 

One of the students said: 

“Saya tidak suka writing karena saya sangat susah dalam menentukan pola dan susunan 
kalimatnya ke dalam bahasa Inggris seperti kalau bu guru bahasa Inggris menyuruh saya 
untuk membuat diary dimana harus berbentuk narrative, saya sangat bingung merubah dari 
kata kerja bentuk pertama menjadi kata kerja bentuk kedua karena saya sulit 
menghafalkannya. Dan saya juga sangat bingung untuk memilih kosakata atau vocab 
didalam menyusun karangan atau membuat diary dalam bentuk narrative. Ide – ide yang 
saya punya untuk membuat karangan dalam bentuk genre kadang – kadang mentok atau 
tidak bisa berkembang dengan sendirinya sehingga saya harus mencari ide disurat kabar 
atau mencari dulu di internet sesuai dengan genre yang akan diajarkan di kelas supaya saya 
bisa mendapatkan ide untuk saya tulis ketika bu guru memberikan tugas nanti.” (Ani 
Hidayati) 

Meanwhile, another student gave the following argument,”Dalam pelajaran bahasa 

Inggris khususnya writing, saya mengalami kesulitan dalam mengembangkan ide – ide di 

pikiran saya, dan saya juga masih bingung tentang jenis teks terutama membedakan teks 

narrative dan spoof, hortatory exposition and analytical exposition. Saya juga sangat 



bingung untuk merubah kata kerja bentuk pertama menjadi kata kerja bentuk kedua. Kadang 

– kadang saya sangat sulit sekali menggabungkan dari kalimat yang satu ke kalimat yang 

lain. Kemudian bila saya disuruh membuat karangan tentang pengalaman hidup saya di 

masa lampau terutama dalam teks narrative atau spoof, saya sangat sulit sekali, kayaknya 

kok tidak ada ide untuk membangkitkan saya membuat karangan yang berbentuk narrative 

atau spoof.” (Argi Teresyaningrum) 

Next, the researcher asked another student who did not know about narrative, spoof, 

and exposition. She argued as follow: “Saya tidak tahu sama sekali tentang jenis teks karena 

saya sulit membedakan terutama untuk yang dimaksud dengan narrative, recount, dan spoof. 

Karena mempunyai generic structure yang hampir sama dan mempunyai bentuk kata kerja 

yang sama. Ditambah kalau bu guru bahasa Inggris menyuruh untuk merubah teks recount 

menjadi narrative. Karena saya harus menciptakan konflik dan penyelesaiannya. Karena 

itulah saya menjadi tidak suka writing.” (Lilik Purnomo) 

 This situation makes the researcher as English teacher try to find solution to 

overcome the difficulties problem in writing that is faced by the students in this class by 

using appropriate media that is by using a series of pictures. A series of pictures is one of 

media that can be used in teaching learning activity. Picture is an effective memory technique 

to put information into the human brain, because the brain saves picture and meaning, or 

words. It will make the students stimulate to cause vocabularies appear and combine the 

words from the picture that is seen (Gunawan, 2004:109). Then, according to Hedge (1990: 

76) the use of picture stories is to stimulate narrative writing in EFL. Pictures are valuable in 

that they provide for the use of common vocabulary and common language forms.  

 In addition, a picture can be the basis for not just one task but many, ranging form 

rairly mechanical controlled compositions, sentence combining exercises, or sequencing of 



sentences to writing of original dialogs, letters, reports, or essays (Raimes, 1983: 27). There 

are many advantages of using picture as teaching media. They are as follows: (1) it is 

concrete: picture is more realistic in showing the main problem compared to verbal media; 

(2) picture can overcome the boundary of space and time; (3) picture media can overcome the 

limitedness of word observation; (4) it can clarify a problem in every field and for every ages, 

so that it can prevent or make true misunderstanding; (5) it is cheap and easy to be gotten and 

used without needing special tools (Sadiman, 2007: 29). 

 Another reason why the researcher uses a series of picture in this research because 

she hopes that the students will be interested in studying English and then they will feel easier 

to understand the lesson that is being taught. Through picture, the students are able to make 

the connection between picture  and print, helping them to improve thinking skills such as 

sequencing, predicting, and relating cause and effect. It can also help the students to 

understand, construct, and tell a story or giving recommendation in writing text. Finally, by 

using this picture media, the teaching learning process of writing will be more interesting. 

B. Focus of the Study 

The focus of the study is how to improve the students’ writing skill through series of 

picture. The followings are the sub focuses: 

1. Can a series of picture improve the students’ ability in grade XI Social Science 

3 at SMA Negeri 1 Ngemplak in constructing kind of text? 

2. How effective do the students learn in grade XI Social Science 3 at SMA 

Negeri 1 Ngemplak when the teacher applies a series of picture as teaching 

media in teaching learning process? 

C. Objectives of the Study 



 This reserach focuses on improving the students’ ability in constructing kind of text 

by using a series of picture. In details, this research has the objectives to know whether: 

1. A series of picture can improve the students’ ability in grade Social Science 3 at SMA 

Negeri 1 Ngemplak in constructing kind of text. 

2. To describe how effective the students learn in grade XI Social Science 3 at SMA 

Negeri 1 Ngemplak when the teacher applies a series of picture as teaching media in 

teaching learning process? 

. 

D. Benefit of the Study 

1. For the students 

a. The students’ English writing skill increases. 

By using the picture, the students have ideas to write. They also know the 

beginning, the middle, and the ending from the kind of texts. As the result, they 

always try to write based on the picture that they have seen suitable with the kind of 

texts which explained by the teacher.  

b. The students are trained to be capable of writing texts using picture media. 

Picture media can guide the students to write their ideas that is limited with the 

available picture. They can make a composition from the available picture. They 

can understand many kind of texts from the available picture. 

 

 



 

c. The students have motivation to write texts frequently. 

Picture gives chance to the students to get ideas and vocabularies that they will 

write. It makes the students fell enjoy in writing. The students will not feel stress or 

find difficulties in writing. 

d. The students’ vocabulary will increase automatically. 

By using the picture, the teacher can ask the students about many things in the 

picture before they make a composition. The students can be also given chance to 

mention the verbs, nouns, adjectives, and adverbs based on the picture. The students 

are forced to open the dictionary to find the words. The teacher asks the students to 

make sentences from the words in correct grammar suitable with the kind of text 

taught at that time. 

e. The students are aware of the importance of writing texts as a means of 

communication. 

The students can express their feeling and ideas in the form of letter, diary, or paper 

in actual life. The students like to write diary in the form of recount. Many students 

write a complain letter to headmaster about the situation of their school in the form 

of exposition. The students can promote their school to society in the form of 

description or exposition.  

2. For teachers 

a. It will stimulate the teachers in finding a new approach which is appropriate for 

teaching writing. 



Teachers will always try to give a new strategy in making the students like to write. 

Teacher will stimulate to look for information of teaching writing. 

b. This research can help the teachers to do their jobs professionaly and innovatively. 

Teachers are demanded to be innovative and professional. If the teachers are 

innovative, the lesson will be fun and interesting. 

c. It will encourage the teachers to develop their creativity in improving teaching 

learning process. 

The teachers are always demanded to study and improve their ability in teaching 

learning process. The teachers are able to create their creativity in giving teaching 

learning process to the students in the class based on the students’ ability by giving 

teaching media which is be able to give motivation to the students to study. 

d. It will improve the teachers’ capability in conducting teaching learning activity 

appropriately. 

The teachers can help the students and give right solution when they find difficulties 

in studying.  

3. For school 

a. It will increase students’ achievement. 

By giving appropriate media, such as picture, the students can understand the lesson 

easily. Then, it can make the students fell interested and like to the lesson and the 

will study more and more. If they have been interested to the lesson, they will have 

practising habit automatically which will make them to increase their achievement. 

b. It will develop learning strategies which stimulate students’ creativity. 



English lesson is  a difficult lesson for students. However, if the teachers give 

appropriate strategy and the using of appropriate media and easy to get, and be able 

to make they are interested to study English, it will make the students can produce a 

creativity, for example in learning writing, the students can produce short story, 

poem, drama, and others. 

E. Definition of Technical Terms 

1. Writing skill are specific abilities which help writers put their thought into   words 

in meaningful form and to mentally with the message. It is to express the idea, 

opinion, or feeling in the written form beginning from simplest one to the advance 

level on a certain medium consistency over period of time. 

2. A series of picture is illustrations used to decorate or explain a text. It is as 

catalyst in the process of developing descriptive and sequencing skill which are 

necessary for writing effectively. 

 

 


