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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Society has right to elect their leader of their nation, and of course 

everything what they have decided is not inverted by another men who have 

stronger power; they also have the same opportunities in government and law. 

But sometimes people cannot be free because somebody else pushes the other 

one in the way they will not comfort, that indirectly what they feel under 

pressure. That is why people will against that to get freedom no matter what 

they try to effort as long as they can try. 

The phenomenon described above always happens all the time in our 

daily life, for further, the directors reflect this phenomenon in a story in their 

film. The film always reflects the situation that had happened in the certain 

time in order to reveal the reality in human life. Besides, the film gives us 

knowledge to understand the essence of life and contributes to the 

understanding of the reality of life in order to be realistic. The problem that is 

usually presented in the film is the characterization that indicates the human‘s 

behavior in the way to cope the problems of their life. That is why there are a 

lot of directors who displace the realism of life into film through the script. 

Ridley Scott is an English film director and producer known for his 

stylish visuals
 
and an obsession for detail. His films include The Duellists 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Duellists
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(1977), Alien (1979), Blade Runner (1982), Legend (1985), Thelma & Louise 

(1991), Gladiator (2000), Black Hawk Down (2001), Hannibal (2001), 

Kingdom of Heaven (2005), American Gangster (2007), Body of Lies (2008), 

and Robin Hood (2010). 

Gladiator is a 2000 historical epic directed by Ridley Scott, starring 

Russell Crowe, Joaquin Phoenix, Connie Nielsen, Ralf Moller, Oliver Reed, 

Djimon Hounsou, Derek Jacobi, John Shrapnel and Richard Harris. Crowe 

portrays the loyal General Maximus Decimus Meridius, who is betrayed when 

the Emperor's ambitious son, Commodus, murders his father and seizes the 

throne. Reduced to slavery, Maximus rises through the ranks of the 

gladiatorial arena to avenge the murder of his family and his Emperor. 

Gladiator’s story is fictional, yet it borrows some historical truth 

including the wise character Marcus Aurelius, who did rule the Roman 

Empire, and the sadistic Emperor Commodus who was known to compete in 

the gladiatorial games. Gladiator is a classic films set in Ancient Rome, which 

won Academy Awards and feature the all-star actors from its respective eras. 

It follows the lives of Roman gladiators, but it also contains deeper plots 

dealing with love, family, revenge and freedom. Although in Gladiator, 

Maximus spends the first quarter of the film training in a gladiatorial camp but 

the film is not about Maximus getting his freedom, instead it centers on his 

plans to seek revenge against the murder of his family and help the Senate to 

retake control of the empire. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alien_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blade_Runner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Legend_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thelma_%26_Louise
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladiator_%282000_film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Hawk_Down_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hannibal_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kingdom_of_Heaven_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Gangster_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_of_Lies_%28film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robin_Hood_%282010_film%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epic_film
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridley_Scott
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russell_Crowe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joaquin_Phoenix
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Connie_Nielsen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralf_M%C3%B6ller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Reed
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Djimon_Hounsou
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Derek_Jacobi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Shrapnel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Harris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maximus_Decimus_Meridius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commodus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gladiator
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Gladiator was released in the United States on May 5, 2000, it was a box 

office success, receiving generally positive reviews, and was credited with 

briefly reviving the historical epic. The film was nominated for and won 

multiple awards; it won five Academy Awards in the 73rd Academy Awards 

including Best Picture. This film has exhilarating special effects, including an 

aerial view of Ancient Rome and the exterior of the Coliseum. Ridley Scott 

also brings a touch of his famously recognized artistic eye to the film‘s 

cinematography. 

Academy Award winner Russell Crowe stars as Maximus. Russell Crow 

delivered a strong performance as a natural leader Maximus, an unstoppable 

Roman general who is arrested and forced into slavery by the young, twisted 

emperor Commodus who believes that Maximus is no longer loyal and orders 

his family murdered. 

According to Worley (http://www.suite101.com/content/slavery-in-

ancient-rome-a131234slavery in Ancient Rome), Gladiators came from Latin 

word ―Gladiatores‖ were both professional and amateur fighters in ancient 

Rome who fought for the entertainment of its civilized spectators. These 

matches took place in arenas in throughout the empire and for the bulk of its 

history. Man versus man and man against animal engagement, in combat that 

was a time to death. Gladiators were typically recruited from criminals, slaves, 

and prisoners of war. If selected for such duty, having lost or never had the 

right of a citizen. There was no choice but to comply for these recruits. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/73rd_Academy_Awards
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Best_Picture
http://www.suite101.com/content/slavery-in-ancient-rome-a131234
http://www.suite101.com/content/slavery-in-ancient-rome-a131234
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Provided that one had desirable physical appearance and abilities, the arena 

could be a likely destination.  

In this research, the writer concerns with the social aspects of Ancient 

Roman that reflected in the Gladiator movie. The social structure of ancient 

Rome was based on heredity, property, wealth, citizenship and freedom. The 

system of rule was managed by an Emperor that may call as Monarchy. Based 

on the explanation above, the writer takes a title: MONARCHY REMOVING 

IN RIDLEY SCOTT‘S GLADIATOR MOVIE (2000): A SOCIOLOGICAL 

APPROACH. 

 

B. Previous Study 

There is a researcher who has studied on Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator, 

―Coping Behavior of Maximus in Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator Movie: An 

Individual Psychological Approach‖. He was Erwan Sumiyanto, the student of 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. His research focused on the behavior 

of the central character in the Gladiator movie by using an individual 

Psychological Approach. 

From the previous researcher above, the writer intends to complete the 

previous research and to enlarge the similar research. In this research, the 

writer is going to apply this research in different approach. The writer 

conducts Gladiator movie analyzed through Sociological Approach. 
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C. Problem Statement 

In this research, the writer proposes a single problem statement. The 

problem of research is how the monarchy removed from ancient Roman 

reflected in Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The writer focuses this research in analyzing the monarchy removing 

in Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator movie based on sociological approach. 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

Concerning with the problem statement above, the objectives of the 

study are as follows: 

1. To analyze the film based on the structural elements. 

2. To analyze the film using sociological approach. 

 

F. Research Benefit 

The writer takes an expectation that this study gives benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

  The result of the study is expected to broaden the writer‘s own 

comprehension about Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator. This study is also expected 

to contribute to the development of the larger body of knowledge, 

particularly literary studies on Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

 The study is dedicated to the development of literary study in 

Surakarta University, especially in English Department and to give deeper 

understanding in literary field as the reference to the other researcher in 

analyzing the film that is analyzed in this research into different 

perspective 

 

G. Research Method 

To analyze the data found in this movie, the writer uses the qualitative 

method in this study. 

1. Object of the Study 

The researcher takes Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator movie as the object 

of the study. 

2. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

For the source of data, the writer takes the data from two sources 

that are primary and the secondary data source. 

a. Primary Data Source 

  The primary data are taken from the script of the Gladiator movie; 

it consists of dialogue, plot, themes, conflict, and the whole narration, 

etc, which are relevant to the object of the study. 

b. Secondary Data Source 

The secondary data sources are from the books and internet 

including reference & material related to the study. 
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3. Type of the Study 

The writer uses descriptive qualitative type. The research object 

in this study is Ridley Scott‘s Gladiator. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The technique of data collection in this study is library research. 

It consists of the following steps: 

a. Searching the script of the film from the internet. 

b. Reading the script repeatedly. 

c. Marking the point in the script to make essay in analyzing it. 

d. Taking notes of important in both primary and secondary data. 

e. Classifying the data into groups according categories of elements of 

literary study. 

f. Selecting them by rejecting the irrelevant sources, this doesn‘t have 

important information to support the topic of the study. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

 To analyze the data used in this research, the writer does the 

following techniques. The writer uses sociological approach and applies it 

by using the descriptive analysis. In addition, the writer also uses the 

structural analysis of the work. Firstly, the data are arranged in a list of 

data. Secondly, the writer is looking for a selecting the correlation of data 

by using chosen approach. Thirdly, all data from second step are 

arranged. Finally, a correlation is drawn. 
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H. Research Paper Organization 

 This research paper organization is divided into six chapters. The first 

chapter is introduction, which consist of the background of the study, previous 

study, problem statement, objectives of the study, benefits of the study, and 

paper organization. The second chapter deals with review of underlying 

theory, involving the notion of sociological approach that will be used to 

analyze the data.  The third chapter is deal with the social background of 

Ancient Roman. The fourth chapter is structural analysis. In this chapter, the 

writer explains the structural elements of the film. The fifth chapter is 

sociological analysis. The sixth chapter is conclusion and suggestion. 




