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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Human is not free from problems in the society. One of the problems is 

oppression that exists in the world. Like in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

movie there is oppression between classes social. The upper class which is 

master the base is determines the superstructure called the buorgeois. 

Meanwhile, the lower class which is becomes the oppressed by the bourgeois 

called the proletarian or the low level workers. This condition makes the 

oppressed take the movement to struggle their life in order to get same 

position in every aspect of life. They have same opportunity to get their 

property, prosperity, and happiness.  

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is a 2008 drama film. The screen play 

of this film is written by Mark Herman and this film is adapted from the novel 

with same title is written by John Boyne. Mark Herman is an English film 

director and screen writer notable for writing and directing the 2008 film The 

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. Herman’s first feature length project was Blame It 

on the Bellboy (1992). Herman wrote and directed the critically acclaimed 

Brassed Off (1996). And the other works of Mark Herman, Little Voice 

(1998), Purely Better (2000), Hope Spring (2003). His most recent work is the 

adaption of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (2008). 
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The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas film is directed by Mark Herman. It 

was produced by David Heyman and starring Asa Butterfield, Jack Scanlon, 

David Thewlis, and Vera Farmiga. The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas was 

released in the United Kingdom on September 12, 2008 and the United States 

on November 7, 2008. Duration of the film is 94 minutes. The budget of The 

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is $ 12.5 million and $ 40,416,563 as gross 

revenue. The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas entered as nomination in British 

Independent Film Award category best actress (Vera Farmiga), best director 

(Mark Herman), and most promising newcomer (Asa Butterfield). In Chicago 

International Film Festifal, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas as nomination of 

category audience choice award (Mark Herman) and in Premio Goya 

nomination Best European Film. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie is a holocaust drama, the film 

explores the horror of a World War II extermination camp through the eyes of 

two eight year old boys, one the son of the camp’s Nazi commandant, the 

other a Jewish inmate, where oppresions against the jews is shown in this 

movie. 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, the story is started when SS officer 

Ralf (David Thewlis) and his wife Elsa (Vera Farmiga) move from Berlin to 

the countryside with their children, twelve-year-old Gretel (Amber Beattie) 

and eight-year-old Bruno (Asa Butterfield), after Ralf is promoted to 

commandant of a Nazi concentration camp. Bruno craves companionship and 

adventures, he befriends Shmuel (Jack Scanlon), a boy of the same age (eight 
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years old). Bruno returns frequently there after, bringing Shmuel food and 

playing games with him through the barbed wire fence. Shmuel gradually 

reveals to Bruno the truth of what is behind the fence, telling him that he and 

his family have been imprisoned, and forced to wear the striped pyjamas, 

because they are Jews, although Bruno does not understand the significance of 

this at first.  

In The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas also show how response of Bruno 

and Gretel to the propaganda. In response, Gretel becomes increasingly 

fanatical in her support for the Third Reich. Bruno, as all of the Jews Bruno 

knows, Shmuel and the family's servant Pavel (David Hayman) is kind. He 

also witnesses savage, senseless acts of brutality that conflict with the 

propaganda ideal of military heroism, when Pavel accidentally overturns 

Kotler's wine glass at the table, prompting the furious officer to insult and then 

beat Pavel to death. 

Oppression against Jews is shown when Shmuel is sent to the 

commandant's home to clean the house's glasses. Bruno, unaware of the likely 

consequences, gives him some cake. When Kotler sees crumbs on Shmuel's 

lips, and accuses him of stealing, Shmuel tells the officer that Bruno is his 

friend, and Bruno gave him the cake. Frightened of Kotler, Bruno denies 

knowing Shmuel and claims that he was already eating the cake when he came 

in. Bruno does not see Shmuel for several days, and when he eventually turns 

up at the fence, he has got a swollen black eye from Kotler. However, he 
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forgives Bruno, with the two reaffirming their friendship by shaking hands 

through the electrified wire fence. 

Elsa, who clearly disagrees with the antisemitic Nazi thinking but is 

too scared to voice her opinion, had earlier protested Kotler's cruel treatment 

of Pavel. When Kotler absent-mindedly remarks on the stench from the 

crematoriums, Elsa realizes that Ralf presides over an extermination camp and 

not a labor camp as she has been led to believe. Angry and sobbing, she 

confronts Ralf about it and they decide that Elsa will take the children to 

Heidelberg to stay with their aunt. The day before Bruno is due to leave, 

Shmuel reveals that his father has gone missing in the camp. 

Seeing an ideal opportunity to redeem himself for wronging Shmuel 

previously, Bruno digs a hole beneath the barbed wire the following morning, 

changes into prison clothing that Shmuel has stolen for him, and enters the 

camp to help Shmuel find his father. Back at the house, Bruno's absence is 

noticed, and Elsa bursts into Ralf's meeting, telling him that Bruno is missing. 

Ralf and his guards enter the camp searching for Bruno, while his wife and 

daughter follow shortly behind. 

Oppression against the Jews in The Boy in the Striped pyjamas movie, 

in the gas chambers, the inmates - including Bruno and Shmuel - are told to 

remove their clothes, amidst speculation it is only for a shower. Along with 

the other inmates, Bruno and Shmuel are put into the gas chambers, where 

they take each others' hands. At this moment, a soldier pours some Zyklon B 

pellets into the chamber. Ralf, still with his guards, arrive at an evacuated 
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dormitory, signalling to him that a gassing is taking place. Hearing Ralf's cry 

of "Bruno!" Elsa and Gretel, realizing what has happened, break down over 

his abandoned clothes. The closing shot of the movie shows the changing 

room outside the gas chamber, full of used camp clothing. 

The public response consists of positive and negative response. The 

response is taken from IMDb.com. Positive and negative responses to The Boy 

in the Striped Pyjamas movie come from Nimrod, who lives in Chicago. The 

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie in his opinion is a fantastic film and the 

ending is extremely powerful (IMDb.com). The negative response, Nimrod 

said that the cast speak English rather than German and that is a bad thing 

(IMDb.com). 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is an interesting movie, there are four 

reasons that make this movie really interesting. The first, The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas movie describe friendship between Bruno and Shmuel. 

Althought they have different background, but it is no problem for them. They 

are very young children, natural and they can not understand what happen.  

The second reason, audience emotion is playing. The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas is really sadness movie. In here audience emotion is playing, 

because the movie able to bring audience in story. 

The third, scenery of black smoke and smell a horrid stench in The Boy 

in the Striped Pyjamas. It is very simply, but we are easily to understand that 

black smoke and smell describe the oppressions against the Jews. They are 

burned by the soldier.  
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The last is setting, setting in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie is 

in the countryside of Berlin during World War II, there are Nazi camp where 

oppressions against the Jews is happen.  

Issue in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie is oppression against 

the Jews during World War II in Berlin where this era the Jews prisoned and 

burned because government argue that the World War II is caused by the 

Jews. 

Considering the explanation above, the researcher turns to analyze the 

movie by using Marxist Approach. In this study the researcher encourages 

herself to give entitled “OPPRESSIONS AGAINST THE JEWS IN MARK 

HERMAN’S THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS (2008): A 

MARXIST CRITICISM.” 

 

B. Literature Review 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas is interesting movie and this movie can 

be classified into holocaust drama. The writer found two short explanations 

about The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie in Internet. The first is James 

Christopher (2008) with the title is “The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas: Simple 

tale of unmaginable horror”. He focuses the setting of The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas movie that grim and horror like a gas chamber in the extermination 

camp, but the perspective is a magical piece of cinema. 

The second by Victoria Alexander (2009) with the title is 

“Sociological movie review: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas”. She focuses the 
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political conditions in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie which is Hittler 

govern in Germany. He was a dictator and he formed Nazi. Nazi has a 

function to search and catch the Jews where this era the Jews prisoned, force 

labor and burned in a camp because government argue that the World War II 

is caused by the Jews. 

The differences between the writer and two previous writers are the 

theme and perspective. James Christopher writes about grim and horror in The 

Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie using cinematography perspective and 

Victoria Alexander writes about political conditions in The Boy in the Striped 

Pyjamas movie during Hittler govern in Germany by using sociological 

perspective, while the writer analyzes The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie 

based on Marxist criticism. The writer analyzes oppressions against the Jews 

in Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie by using Marxist 

critism. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The problem of the study is how the oppression against the Jews is 

reflected in Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the writer focuses on analysis of oppressions against 

the Jews in Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie based on 

Marxist criticism. 
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E. Objective of the Study 

After formulating the above problem statements, the researcher has the 

following objective: 

1. To analyze Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie based 

on the structural elements of the movie. 

2. To describe oppressions against the Jews in Mark Herman’s The Boy in 

the Striped Pyjamas movie based on Marxist criticism. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

From this research, the writer hopes that this study has some benefits. 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The study is hopes to give a new contribution and information to 

the larger body of knowledge, particularly the literary studies on The Boy 

in the Striped Pyjamas movie and novel. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study can develop the writer’s skill and ability in applying the 

Marxist criticism in Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

movie. 
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G. Research Method 

In this research, the writer will be divided into five parts. 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research, the writer uses a qualitative research because this 

type of research does not need statistic to collect the data. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie is 

directed by Mark Herman and publishing in 2008. It is analyzed by using 

Marxist criticism. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

The types of data of this study are the images and the text which 

forms such like words, phrases, sentences in a dialogues or monologues. 

There are two types of data source. The first is primary data source 

that is the study of the The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie is directed 

by Mark Herman. The secondary data sources; consist of the other data 

related to the research such as some literary books, criticism, and 

sentences occurring in the movie related to the topic. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection  

The technique of data collections are capturing the picture and note 

taking. The steps are as follows: 

a. Watching the movie for the several times. 

b. Reading the movie script. 

c. Determining the character that will be analyzed. 
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d. Taking notes of important parts in both primary and secondary data. 

e. Classifying and determining the relevant data. 

f. Taking note from the material and some other resources related to the 

movie and the analysis. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis  

The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with the structural elements of the movie and Marxist criticism. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization  

The research paper organization of “Oppressions Against The Jews in 

Mark Herman’s The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas (2008): A Marxist Criticism”  

is as follows: Chapter I is Introduction; it consists of Background of the Study, 

Literature Review, Problem Statement, Objective of the Study, Limitation of 

the Study, Benefit of the Study, Research Method and Research Paper 

Organization. Chapter II is Underlying Theory. Chapter III deals with Social 

Background of the British Society in the Early Twenty First Century. Chapter 

IV is Structural Analysis of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas movie. Chapter V 

is Marxist Analysis and Discussion of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas Movie. 

Chapter VI is Conclusion and Suggestion.    

 


