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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Nowadays, English has been very important for students in Indonesia 

since it is compulsory subject in all the schools in Indonesia especially for 

senior high school. English becomes one of the requirements which is used to 

decide whether the student deserves to pass the graduation or not. The reason 

is that the government expects the students in Indonesia to be able to master 

English as a means of communication, transfer information and develop their 

knowledge in globalization era. As a human being, communication is very 

important since in globalization era most of the information resources are in 

English as the international language. That is why student should be able to 

use English as a means of communication. In other word, it can be said that 

language is the principal means we have to exchange our ideas and feeling 

toward the other. 

Teaching English is not easy because teacher should develop four 

skills such as; reading, listening, speaking, and writing. The fact is that most 

of teachers only pay attention on reading, grammar, and vocabulary to 

anticipate the final written test. Mostly, they only teach what English is, not 

how to use it. Whereas mastering English not only involves reading, grammar, 

and vocabulary but also the whole skills as speaking and listening. However,  

in fact, after  graduation, many students are not able to communicate in 
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English. Although they have competence in grammar, they still find 

difficulties in pronouncing a word and expressing their idea. It’s because they 

haven’t got chance to communicate in English with their friends or their 

English teacher. They have studied English since they were in elementary 

school but their ability in speaking does not reflect a good progress 

significantly. 

Characteristics of a successful speaking actually, according to Ur 

(1984: 120) are; learners talk a lot. As much as possible of the period of time 

allowed to the activity is in fact occupied by learner talk. This may seem 

obvious, but often most time is taken up with teacher talk or pauses. 

Participants all get chance to speak and contributions are fairly evenly 

distributed. Motivation is high. Learners are eager to speak because they are 

interested in the topic and have something new to say about it or because they 

want to contribute to achieve a task objective. Language is of an acceptable 

level. Learners express themselves in utterances that are relevant, easily 

comprehensible to each other, and of an acceptable of language accuracy. 

Based on the interview to the English teacher in SMAN I Teras 

Boyolali done by the writer on March 8, 2010 the problem arisen related to 

speaking class is the technique used by the teacher which is still traditional. It 

means speaking class is still dominated by the teacher and students spend a lot 

more time listening in a class than talking. Therefore, the weakness among the 

component of speaking ability which occurs to the students in fluency. 

Although the students have problem with the components of speaking ability 
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should be reached out but the weakest ability faced by is fluency. It can be 

seen when they try to make their speech understanding, they usually just 

produce more hesitations, pauses, incomplete utterances, slow rates of speech, 

and gestures. Meanwhile, fluency is included one of the components of 

speaking ability besides pronunciation, vocabulary and grammar. It’s like 

what Syakur (1987: 5) has stated that speaking ability at least covers several 

components such as: pronunciation, fluency, vocabulary and grammar. 

In speaking class, a teacher only asks the students to make, memorize 

and present an essay in front of the class just like he was taught by his teacher. 

Teacher tends to teach as they were taught, just as we tend to parent as we 

were parented. It makes the students have low motivation since it’s 

monotonous and students are easy to get bored. Besides, in speaking class 

only few students who want to speak up while the other students are shy and 

afraid to make mistake. If the condition continuously occurs in a class, it’ll be 

only few students who can practice their speaking and able to speak since it 

does not cover the students’ ability. Whereas teaching-learning process 

especially speaking, it should be students-cantered. 

Oftentimes, in a speaking class, teachers find the students work 

individually and compete against each other for grade. This situation can be 

seen when a teacher ask a question to students, some of them raise their hands, 

lifting themselves off their chairs and stretching their arms as high as they can 

in an effort to get the teacher’s attention while several other students sit 

quietly with their eyes averted, hoping the teacher does not call on them. 
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When the teacher calls one of them to answer the question, there are looks of 

disappointment on the faces of the other students who have tried to get the 

teacher’s attention. If he selected student comes up with the right answer, the 

teacher smiles, nods approvingly, and goes on to the next question. In the 

mean time, the students who didn’t know the answer feel relieved, they have 

escaped being humiliated this time since the teacher does not on them. 

In solving those problem, we need to do is to shift the competitive 

atmosphere to be more cooperative one. Cooperative learning can be one of 

the methods that can make the changes of the atmosphere to a better one 

which is based on the relevant theory and adjust to development in society that 

can be met since it gives contribution to education based on the principle that 

education should be learner centered. According to Elizabeth in Kaisser (1992: 

129), cooperative learning is an approach to education based on the 

philosophy that education should be learner centered and learner directed. 

Freeman (2000: 164) states that cooperative learning essentially involves 

students learning from each other in groups. Cooperative learning focused not 

only in the study and how they learn language but also improve academic 

achievement, improved behavior and attendance, increased self-confidence 

and motivation, and increased liking of school and classmates. 

Another way to reach the better academic achievement of the students, 

especially speaking ability, it’s greatly influenced by the technique used by the 

teacher. His approach or theory of language and language learning takes great 

importance. To approach to language teaching methodology is the theoretical 
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rational that underlined everything that teachers do in the classroom. There are 

several variation techniques in Cooperative learning such as Teams 

Achievement Division (STAD), Teams Games Tournament (TGT), Jigsaw, 

Group Investigation, etc. In this study, Jigsaw is one of techniques where 

every student has an obligation and responsibility to deliver the materials to 

their group members. The jigsaw structure promotes positive interdependence 

in which basically the students have capability and have their own way in 

solving the problem and also provides a simple method to ensure individual 

accountability. First introduced by Aronson, et al. (1978: 9) the basic premise 

of jigsaw is to divide problem into sections, on for each group member. Each 

students receives resources to complete only his/her part. The students who 

are responsible for the same section join together and form a new, temporary 

focus group whose purpose is for the students to master the concepts in their 

section, and develop a strategy for teaching what they have learned to the 

other students in their original collaborative leaning group. It provides a 

learning community in class room in which the students will respect to others 

capability. 

Jigsaw trains the students learn from their friends by exchanging the 

information. It’s like what Silberman said about jigsaw(1996: 11)  that jigsaw 

learning is a widely practiced technique that is similar to group-to group 

exchange which one important difference: every single student teaches 

something. Each student will enable to make interaction with others in the 

form of verbal communication. 
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From the explanation above, the researcher tries to relate Jigsaw in 

teaching speaking in second grade of senior high school students, and this 

research entitles THE USE OF JIGSAW TO IMPROVE SPEAKING 

ENGLISH ABILITY FOR ELEVENT GRADE STUDENTS OF SMA N 1 

TERAS BOYOLALI IN ACADEMIC YEAR 2009/2010.   

 

B. Problem of the Study   

From the explanation of background of the study, the writer formulates the 

following problems:  

1. Can jigsaw improve students’ speaking ability? 

2. To what extent Jigsaw can improve students speaking ability? 

3. What are the responses of the students when the Jigsaw technique is 

applied? 

 

C. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are intended to improve the students’ 

speaking ability though the implementation of jigsaw and to know the 

students’ responses. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In order to reach the expected goal, it is impossible for the writer to 

solve all the stated problems. Therefore, in this occasion, the writer restricts the 

scope of the problem on the students’ fluency and the students’ accuracy as the 
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sub-skills of the students’ speaking ability. Based on the above explanation, in 

this research, the writer limits his research on improving the students’ speaking 

ability using Jigsaw technique in eleventh year of SMA N 1 Teras Boyolali. 

 

E. Benefit of the Study 

In this research, the writer hopes it can give benefits. They are practical 

and theoretical benefits. 

1. Theoretical benefit  

a. The result of the research can be useful for the English teacher in giving 

additional input in English speaking class. 

b. The writer hopes that this research will be one of references for other 

researcher who will conduct the same object with different perspectives. 

2. Practical benefit 

There are some practical benefits. 

a.  For the students, by the result of the research, the students can realize 

that speaking is an important thing in learning a language and 

encourage them to be active in learning so they can enhance their ability 

in conducting speaking not only theoretically but also practically or 

communicatively. 

b. For the teachers, the benefit is that it can be developing  the learning 

quality and they can implement this technique in their classroom in 

order to create interesting and enjoyable classroom condition. 
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c. For the school, the result of the research can be developed in other 

fields of study. 

d. For the institution, the result of the study can give input in teaching 

speaking to senior high school. The finding can provide an effective 

method for teaching speaking. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

To enable the writer in arranging the research and to make it easy to 

understand, the writer divides this research paper into five chapters. They are 

as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction consisting of background of the study, 

problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the study, benefit of 

the study.    

Chapter II delivers review of related literature. It covers review of 

previous study, notion of speaking, kind of speaking, teaching speaking, the 

characteristic, Theoretical review, action hypothesis 

Chapter III presents research method. It explores type of the research, 

research procedure, subject of the study, data and data source, method of 

collecting data, and data technique for analyzing data. 

Chapter IV discusses the result of the study and discussion. 

Chapter V draws conclusion and suggestion. 

  

 


