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HAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

A child is mandate and gift from God. He has basic rights of human 

that must be recognized by society. A child needs a treatment, special 

protection, and law protection. The family is a natural area for the 

development and safety of children. For the good personality development, a 

child needs a family area that is full with love and affection, and attention. 

Many countries admit to respect and guarantee rights of child without 

discrimination, but in fact, there is still violation toward the child rights. It 

reflects in A Child Called It novel by Dave Pelzer. The novel is a novel about 

violence. The novel reflects a child struggle to survive. 

A Child Called It is one of the great novels from California, United 

States. This novel is written by Dave Pelzer in 1995. This novel chronicles the 

unforgettable account of one of the most severe child abuse cases in California 

history. It is the story of Dave Pelzer. 

Dave Pelzer is an author of New York Times Bestsellers. His origin 

name is Dave James Pelzer. He was born in San Francisco, California on 

December 29, 1960. He was the second of five boys. Dave Pelzer is the son of 

a San Francisco fireman, Stephen Joseph Pelzer (1923–1980), who was of 

Austrian descent, and Catherine Roerva Christen Pelzer (1929–1992).  His 

father died early in his life and his mother abused him. He suffered extreme 
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abuse from the hands of his own mother for at least eight years. His mother 

thought that it is a game to abuse her son, Dave Pelzer. In 12 years old, 1973, 

he was in foster care until the age of 18. During that time period Pelzer was 

able to overcome some of his mental anguish and fear and he became 

determined to educate the world. At the age of 18, 1979, Dave Pelzer aged out 

of the foster system and joined the U.S. Air Force. 

Dave Pelzer has written many New York Times Bestsellers. He 

travelled the country promoting understanding, resilience, and inspired the 

individuals who listens to him speak. Pelzer is also the first American to ever 

win the “Outstanding Young Persons of the World Award.” Although an 

entrepreneur making money from his history, he is a man that overcame abuse 

and is inspiring others out there that they do not have to suffer in silence and 

that they too can overcome. 

(http://www.bizography.org/biographies/dave-pelzer.html) 

Dave Pelzer is written four books. A Child Called It is the first book of 

Pelzer. And then he writes some novel interrelated with the novel. They are 

The Lost Boy, A Man Named Dave, and Help Yourself.  Those novels reflect 

his own story. 

A Child Called It novel is nominated for the Pulitzer Prize. Pelzer has 

won many awards and personal commendations from Presidents Reagan, 

Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush. Help Yourself novel is also nominated for 

the Pulitzer Prize. 

A Child Called It novel tells about a child struggle to survive. He had 
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to face his mother tortuous. A mother tortured him like playing game. 

Unpredictable games were done by his mother until left him nearly dead. He 

had to learn how to play his mother's games in order to survive because she no 

longer considered him a son, but a slave, and no longer a boy, but an "it." 

Dave's bed was an old army cot in the basement, and his clothes were torn and 

raunchy. When his mother allowed him the luxury of food, it was nothing 

more than spoiled scraps that even the dogs refused to eat. The outside world 

knew nothing of his living nightmare. He had nothing, but his dreams kept 

him alive, dreams of someone taking care of him, loving him and calling him 

their son. His father didn't protect him; only an alert schoolteacher saved him. 

There is hard struggle in this novel. A child with many ways faced his 

mother torturous. And he never complained about that to anyone. He just tried 

to survive. No one knew about his mother torturous until serious injury in his 

body made his school teachers suspicious about that. The school teachers 

reported that to the police and then Dave had a safety. Then, he was in foster 

care until the age of 18. The torturous finished when he was 12 years old. 

About 8 years he had a torturous from his own mother. 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested to study this 

novel. The first reason is because this is realistic novel. The second reason is 

because this is a tragic novel. The third reason is because the author of this 

novel fights hard to protect himself. And the last reason is because this is a 

motivation novel. 
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The first reason is because this is realistic novel. This novel tells about 

true story of the writer’s life when he was four years old until twelve years 

old. The true story of the author is told in this novel by a good character of 

Dave Pelzer. He lives with his mother that not considered him as a son, but an 

“it.” And he fights to survive because he wanted to keep her dreams. 

The second reason is because this is a tragic novel. The tragic part of 

this novel can be seen in part when the main character, Dave Pelzer, got a 

torturous from his mother. The writer can make the reader to be moved. The 

reader would be joined to feel sad as perceived by the author.  

The third reason is because the author of this novel fights hard to 

protect himself. The main character, Dave Pelzer, has a struggle to protect 

himself.  And he fights to survive for getting his dreams. 

The last reason is because this is a motivation novel. The high 

motivation is reflected in this novel by the struggle of Dave Pelzer. His dreams 

kept him alive. He hoped someone taking care of him, loving him and calling 

him their son. The struggle to survive can be studied in humanistic 

psychological term which studies the human life. 

Based on the previous reasons the writer will observe A Child Called It 

novel by using a humanistic psychological approach. So the writer constructs 

the title A CHILD STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE IN A CHILD CALLED IT 

NOVEL BY DAVE PELZER (1995): A HUMANISTIC 

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH. 
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B. Literature Review 

After looking for several literary reviews in Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta, the writer has not found the research about A Child 

Called It novel done by the students of Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta. 

There has been other researcher who research on A Child Called It 

novel, the writer found it in the website of Gunadarma University library. The 

research has been done by Lucy Irawati Anwar, in her research “Alcoholism 

on Roerva in Pelzer's A Child Called It (2008).” She concluded that there is a 

child abuse in the novel done by a mother to her child. The mother is 

alcoholism. And psychological factor becomes the reasons why the mother 

does the abuse. 

The other research has been done by Ruruh Handayani, in her research 

“A Psychological Analysis on Dave in A Child Called It (2005).” She 

concluded that there is some changing in Dave's character. Dave had two 

different psychological developments; there was normal and abnormal 

development. 

(http://library.gunadarma.ac.id/abstraction) 

Here, the researcher will analyze A Child Called It novel focusing on a 

child struggle to survive by using humanistic psychological approach. 

 

 

 

http://library.gunadarma.ac.id/abstraction
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C. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates the 

problem as follows, “how a child struggle to survive reflected in A Child 

Called It novel by A Humanistic Psychological approach?” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the writer focuses on analyzing a child struggle to 

survive in A Child Called It novel by using an approach of humanistic 

psychology. 

 

E. Objectives of the Study 

According to problem statement above, the objectives of the study are 

as follows. 

1. To analyze the structural elements of the novel, and 

2. To analyze a child struggle to survive in the novel based on a humanistic 

psychological approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The result of this research is expected to give some benefits as follows. 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is aimed to give additional information to literature 

research especially the literary studies on A Child Called It novel from 

humanistic psychological approach. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

This research is aimed to give deeper understanding in literary 

field as the reference to the other researchers in analyzing the same object, 

A Child Called It novel into different perspective. 

 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

This research uses descriptive qualitative method. The writer uses 

this research method because the source of the data is novel and novel 

consist of words so to analyze it the writer has to describe what is in the 

novel. Descriptive qualitative method is a research which employs the 

method of collecting, describing, classifying, and analyzing the data and 

then drawing conclusion. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of this study is the child struggle to survive in A Child 

Called It novel in humanistic psychological approach. 

3. Type of the Data and The Data Source 

In doing this research, the writer uses two sources of data, there 

are as follows. 

a. Primary Data Source 

The primary data sources are the novel of A Child Called It. 
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b. Secondary Data Source 

The secondary data sources are from some references and 

materials related to the study, such as biography of the author, some 

book of psychology, and website (it is in the form of books, and 

Internet). 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The technique of collecting the data in this research is library 

research; the data from both primary and secondary sources are collected 

and recorded in a sort of document as evidence. The techniques of 

collecting data are as follows: 

a. reading the novel, 

b. browsing the Internet to get several information and related to the 

object of the study, 

c. taking notes of important data from both primary and secondary 

sources, 

d. arranging the data into several parts according to its classification, 

e. selecting particular part that are considered important and relevant for 

the analysis, and 

f. drawing the conclusion based on the data analysis. 

 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique implied in analyzing the data is descriptive 

analysis. It concerns with the relationship between the novel and the 
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psychological theory to show the child struggle to survive in A Child 

Called It novel. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “A Child Struggle to Survive in A 

Child Called It novel by Dave Pelzer (1995): A Humanistic Psychological 

Approach” is as follows: Chapter I is introduction; it consists of Background of 

the Study, Literature Review, Problem Statement, Limitation of the Study, 

Objectives of the Study, Benefits of the Study, Research Method, and Paper 

Organization. Chapter II is Underlying Theory; it consists of Psychology of 

Literature, Notion of Humanistic Psychology, Major Principle of Humanistic 

Psychology, Structural Elements of Novel, and Theoretical Application. 

Chapter III is Structural Analysis, this chapter deals with the structural analysis 

of A Child Called It novel. Chapter IV is Humanistic Psychology Analysis of A 

Child Called It novel. Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 


