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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

As social creature, we need other people, thus we have to have good 

communication with them in order to make them understand what we want 

and we can understand what they want. To communicate with them, we need 

an instrument, we call it language. 

In our country Indonesia, we have already known that there are three 

languages, they are; first language, second language and third language or 

international language. First language or native language are Javanese, 

Balinese, Sundanese etc. Our second language is Indonesian and our foreign 

or international language is English. 

Through language, we can 'see' the world wide. English, as an 

international language is very important to be learnt because English has and 

probably always plays an important role as the medium of international 

commucication. It is the key to international currencies of technology, science 

and commerce. This condition makes the goverment  give it a special status as 

the first foreign language that should be learned in any level of education. 

In Indonesia's formal education, the elementary school is the basic 

education level. All people or children should attend the elementary school 

before attending the higher schools. It means that the elementary school is the 

basic of education which will be taken by all students in Indonesia. Those who 

want to get highest level of education must formally complete this level of 

education.
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In line with this requirement, because of the importance of English, our 

goverment has special program that is trying to teach English in the 

elementary school, beginning from the fourth grade up to the sixth grade. This 

is stated in GBPP 1994 number 208/130 that English is taught as a local 

content. Perhaps the main point of this program is to help Indonesian students 

to master English as a foreign language and international language, in order to 

master the technology and science. By teaching English earlier in elementary 

school, the goverment hopes that English will be learned by the Indonesian 

students more easily than before, remembering that they have to prepare to get 

higher education. 

Based on 1994 curriculum, every elementary school should teach  

English in their school. However, some of the elementary schools have no 

preparation on this case, especially teachers who will teach the English 

subject. Sometimes, they are teachers from any subject and they are trained for 

several times to become English teachers. It can be said that the English 

teachers in elementary schools are not professionals. 

Teaching English in elementary school is different from teaching 

English in the higher education because the students in elementary school are  

categorized as children. Elementary school students are children who still like 

playing, they are very active and mobile; and they enjoy and having fun. 

While, higher education school students are adult who can adapt in any 

situation. In teaching English to children, the teacher has to be able to make 

the materials become interesting and teach it as simple as possible. Beside, the 

teacher must be creative and energic in managing  the classroom in order to 
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avoid the children's feeling, like boring, lazy and difficult to learn. An English 

teacher has their own way to give explanation, it means that every school has 

difference in teaching learning process. 

Teaching learning process of English in SD N Gumpang 1 Kartasura 

has been started since the year of 2001. English is taught for the fourth, fifth 

and sixth grade. There is only one teacher of English in SD N Gumpang 1 

Kartasura and she teaches all of the English classes. She was graduated from 

an English department of Teacher Training and Education faculty of a 

university in Central Java. From her background, it is expected that she could 

apply her theories into the English teaching learning process of hers especially 

in the sixth grade as the lastest year in elementary school remembering that  

they have to prepare to continue their education into the higher level, namely 

junior high school. Because elementary school is different from junior high 

school, then it needs many special materials or may be special technique to 

teach them. 

From the phenomena above, the writer wants to conduct a research on  

the English teaching learning process in SDN Gumpang 1 Kartasura especially 

in the sixth year. 

B. Previous Study 

In this case, the writer will discuss some previous researchers that have  

conducted researches about English Teaching Learning Process, but actually 

the writer has different focus of the research with them. The previous 
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researches are English Teaching-Learning Process at the Second Year of 

SLTP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta by Sri Sutiwi 2002. The result of her study 

is the goal of the teaching is to enable the students to translate, to speak and to 

write correctly. The teacher applies Grammar Translation Method in teaching-

learning process; the teacher uses the situational syllabus. The technique of 

teaching learning process is reading and grammar. She uses observation, 

interview as the technique of collecting data and she also analyzes by using 

the descriptive qualitative method. 

English Teaching Learning process in the Second Year Students of 

MAN 1 SERANG BANTEN by Maya Maisyarah 2002. The result of her 

study is the goal of the teaching; to develop the communicative competence 

on English, which includes reading ability, listening ability, speaking ability, 

and writing ability, the syllabus model used in English Teaching Learning 

Process is the combination of functional, situational, skill and structural 

syllabus. The teacher is only using the student’s worksheet as a material. The 

teaching method is Grammar Translation Method and Communicative 

Approach. She uses observation, interview as the technique to collect the data 

and she use descriptive qualitative method. 

The researchers above have done the research in SLTP and MAN 

(SLTA). In this research, the writer would like to focus her research on the 

teaching learning process of English to complete the previous research 

focusing on the elementary school especially in the sixth year. 
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C. Research Problem 

Based on the background above, the writer formulates the problem of 

study as follows “How is the Teaching Learning Process of English at the 

Sixth Year of SD Negeri Gumpang 1 Kartasura?” 

D. Objective of The Study 

The objective of the study is that the writer intends to know the 

Teaching- Learning Process at the Sixth Year of SD N Gumpang 1 Kartasura. 

E. Benefit of The Study 

The writer expects that this study will be beneficial for: 

1. Theoretically

a. The result of the research paper can give some input to other researchers 

who intend to analyze the English teaching-learning process. 

b. The result of the research can be used as the references for those who 

want to conduct a research in English teaching process. 

2. Practically

a. It will give some information and knowledge about the English teaching 

learning process at the sixth year of elementary school. 

b. It  will give readers a larger knowledge. 

c. The writer can find the weakness and strengths of the English teaching 

learning process at the sixth year of SD N Gumpang 1 Kartasura. 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

The writer organizes this paper in order to make it easier to 

understand. The following shows the content of this research paper. The first 

chapter is Introduction. It consists of Background of the study, Previous 

Study, Research Problem, Objective of the Study, Benefit of the Study and 

Research Paper Organization. 

In the second chapter, the writer presents Underlying Theory; it is the 

basic technique that is closely related to the topic. 

The third chapter, the writer discusses the research method. It consists 

of the Type of Research, Description of the School, Subject of The Study, 

Object of the Study, Data and Source of Data, Method of Collecting Data, 

Method of Analyzing Data. 

The fourth chapter, the writer discusses the result of teaching learning 

process of English at the sixth year of SD Negeri Gumpang 1 Kartasura. 

The fifth chapter is the last chapter, it consist of Conclusion and 

Suggestion.


