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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study  

Language and human being are two unseparated components. Language 

is urgently needed by every human being in the world to communicate with 

each other. Finnochiaro (1970) in Srijono (2001: 7) states, “Language is used 

to express one’s emotions, needs, thoughts, ideas, attitudes, etc”. While 

Wardaugh (1972: 8) states, “language allows people to say things to each 

other and express their communicative needs”. There are many languages 

used by people to communicate, for example, French, English, India, Japan, 

and Indonesia. Among them, English is one of the languages considered as an 

international language, because it is the language used widely by people all 

over the world. It is considered to be a bridge of communication among 

people in different countries and nations including Indonesia. It is used in 

most fields, such as in economics, politics and cultures. 

English becomes important at the present day. Because of its importance, 

English is taught widely at formal schools starting from elementary school up 

to the universities. Students are provided with opportunities to learn English. 

In the English teaching-learning process, the learners are tutored by the 

teacher in class in order to facilitate and encourage them to achieve language 

acquisition. The teacher applies some approaches, methods and strategies in 

order to improve student second language abilities. 
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Assalaam is one of biggest Islamic Modern Boarding Schools in 

Indonesia which has more than 2000 students from many provinces in 

Indonesia. Second language (L2) in Islamic Modern Boarding School is a 

crown for the students in their daily conversation. Two foreign languages 

usually learnt by the students are Arabic and English. It is expected that they 

are able to speak those two foreign languages in their daily life in this 

boarding school. It is a very important thing for Assalaam to improve student 

ability in foreign language as the implementation of the word “Modern” in 

the Islamic Boarding School.  

English teaching-learning process in Assalaam Islamic Modern Boarding 

School actually has unique approach, method and strategies in the Second 

Language Acquisition (L2). Besides, as a formal English teaching-learning 

process classroom, there are at least three informal ways which are usually 

used in Assalaam Islamic Modern Boarding School to improve student 

foreign language ability, especially in informal condition (out of classroom), 

namely; memorizing vocabulary every day, memorizing daily conversation 

text once a week, and speech training twice a week. For these informal 

activities, the Assalaam teachers apply some approaches, methods, and 

strategies.  

Memorizing several English vocabularies every day is a basic way in 

improving second language acquisition. This technique is developed from the 

concept of behaviorism. Basically, behaviorism is a psychological theory of 

native language the concept of stimulus, response and reinforcement in 
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human language learning process. In Assalaam, the students are asked to 

memorize several English words every day. The teachers assume that by 

encouraging the students memorizing vocabulary they are expected to be able 

to speak fluently in the target language.   

Memorizing daily conversation text once a week is the other informal 

way in second language acquisition in Assalaam. First, the students are asked 

to make two ranks in each of class in face to face with their friend. Second, 

the students listen to the mentor to practice the conversation text. Then, they 

are asked to practice with their friend and memorize the conversation text. 

The other informal language acquisition program in Assalaam is by speech 

training twice a week. In this program, the students are trained to have a 

speech in front of the audience by using foreign language; Arabic and 

English. And of course, the students have prepared English speech text and 

also have memorized it.       

The most informal English teaching-learning technique which is 

implemented in Assalaam is drilling and memorizing English words or 

sentences every day. Actually, this procedure refers to Audiolingual Method 

and Grammar Translation Method derived from behaviorism approach. It is a 

very interesting way because when many schools have implemented the 

recent method in teaching foreign language, Assalaam still uses this ancient 

method in teaching second language. The teacher is the mentor who gives 

guidance and teaches the student in informal class is still becoming the 

student in the higher level (in the first or second years of senior high school).  
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However, beside those informal ways of English teaching-learning in 

Assalaam, formal English teaching-learning process in Assalaam which is 

implemented in the classroom is an interesting and unique study; there are 

three aspects that make this study really interesting. The first, Assalaam is a 

modern boarding school which has many students coming from many 

provinces in Indonesia. Most of Assalaam student are from middle and high 

social economy background. It is also influenced by the family educated 

level, which have demand and hope that their children can master the foreign 

language Arabic and English well after they graduate from the school. The 

word “Modern” for Islamic Boarding School has big effect to the social 

image. The society has an expectation to this education institution to have 

good quality and output for the stake holder.  

The second, the students in the first year of Assalaam Junior High School 

are the fresh year old adolescence to study L2. The students from many 

different social backgrounds and intelligence are assumed as the zero objects 

who have no prior knowledge of foreign language. Most of the students in 

first years of Assalaam Junior High School are 12 years old. The teen years of 

human are the right time for human to study the foreign language (English).  

The last, the teacher is the centered prime of the formal English teaching-

learning process in the classroom. The teacher implements many rules, 

instruments and the matters which are used in language teaching learning. 

The teacher also has to have the real guidance for him and for the students 

which will be used in teaching. So, the teacher determines student success of 
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formal English teaching-learning process in the classroom. So, the right 

implementation of approach, method, and technique in second language 

teaching-learning process by teacher will produce good language learner.        

Based on the previous reasons the writer observes English teaching-

learning process in the classroom at the first year of Assalaam Islamic Junior 

High School by using ethnographic theory. So, the writer constructs the title 

METHOD OF TEACHING ENGLISH AT ASSALAAM JUNIOR HIGH 

SCHOOL: A MICRO ETNOGRAPHIC STUDY 

 

B. Problem Statement  

 The problems statement in this research is: 

How is the teaching-learning process of English at Assalaam Junior High 

School? 

 The subsidiary research questions in this research are as follows:  

1. What kinds of methods used by the teacher? 

2. What are the objectives of English teaching-learning process by using the 

method? 

3. What are the teacher’s roles? 

4. What are the learner’s roles? 

5. What are strengths and weaknesses in the implementation of the method?  

C.  Objective of the Study 

The writer wants to present the following objective: 
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1. To describe the English teaching-learning process at Assalaam Junior  

High School. 

2. To describe the methods are usually applied by the teacher in the English 

teaching-learning process.  

3. To describe the objectives of English teaching-learning process by using 

method. 

4. To describe learner’s roles in the implementation of method.    

5. To describe teacher’s roles in the implementation of method.    

6. To describe strengths and weakness in the implementation of the Method. 

D.  Limitation of the Study 

The limitation of this study is only the formal English teaching-learning 

process in the classroom by the teacher of the first year of Assalaam Junior 

High School. It consists of subject and object: 

1. Subject  

The subject of this research is the students of first year of Assalaam 

Junior High School, especially the writer takes the sample from the class 

7 International which is consists of 27 students. The teacher’s name is 

Setyadi, S.Pd who teaches all of male class in the 7 years of Assalaam 

Junior High School for English Lesson. 
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2. Object  

The object of this research is the methods implemented by the teacher 

in English teaching-learning process of first year of Assalaam Junior 

High School. 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The writer hopes that this research is useful both theoretically and 

practically. 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. The result of this research can be another side of accumulated ideas on 

    teaching English especially in teaching English as second language 

    study. 

b. The result of this research can be used as the reference for those who 

    want to conduct a research in second language acquisition study. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. This research provides for students a better way for applied linguistics 

    study. 

b. The results will help students in increasing knowledge on applied 

    linguistics study.  
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E.  Research Paper Organization 

This research paper has five chapters. Chapter I is introduction. It 

includes background of study, problem statement, objective of the study, 

limitation of the study, benefit of the study, and research paper organization. 

Chapter II is underlying theory. It includes previous study and 

theoretical review; the notion of teaching-learning process, the principles of 

second language teaching learning, teaching-learning approach, method and 

technique, second language teaching methods, and theoretical framework. 

Chapter III is research method. It includes type of the study, data and 

data source, method of collecting data, subject of the study, setting, 

technique for analyzing data, and technique for checking the data credibility.    

Chapter IV is research finding and discussion. It has two subchapter; 

they are research finding and discussion. Data research finding consist of; 

the methods applied by the teacher, the objectives of English teaching-

learning process by using the method, teacher roles, the learner roles, and 

strengths and weaknesses in the implementation of the methods. The last 

part of this chapter is discussion.  

Chapter V is conclusion, implication, and suggestion. 




