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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford is a 

2007 Western drama film. The film is directed by Andrew Dominik, with Brad 

Pitt portraying Jesse James and Casey Affleck as his eventual killer Robert 

Ford. Filming took place in Calgary, Edmonton and Winnipeg. Initially 

intended for a 2006 release, the film was postponed and re-edited for a 

September 21, 2007 release. An adaptation of Ron Hansen's 1983 novel of the 

same name, the film dramatizes the relationship between James and Ford. 

The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford was 

identified by the National Board of Review of Motion Pictures as one of the top 

10 films of 2007. The board also named Casey Affleck as Best Supporting 

Actor in the film. The San Francisco Film Critics Circle named The 

Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert Ford as the Best Picture of 

2007. The circle also awarded Affleck as best supporting actor for the film. 

Affleck was nominated for Best Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role 

in a Motion Picture for the 65th Golden Globe Awards. 

The film received two Academy Award nominations for the 80th 

Academy Awards. Affleck was nominated for Best Supporting Actor and Roger 

Deakins was nominated for Best Cinematography. Earlier in the year, Brad Pitt 

won the prestigious Volpi Cup for Best Actor when the film premiered at the 
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annual Venice Film Festival. Several other awards circles also awarded 

composers Nick Cave and Warren Ellis for their music in the film. 

Based on the novel of the same title by Ron Hansen, "Assassination of 

Jesse James" delves into the public and private lives of America's most 

notorious outlaw and his unlikely assassin, the coward Robert Ford, by focusing 

in great character and period detail on the last year of Jesse James just before 

his infamous shooting.  

Most of the saga was set in 1881, when Jesse James was 34 and his 

killer Bob Ford was 19. As he plans his next great robbery, Jesse continues to 

wage war on his enemies, a wild and diverse bunch, all trying to collect the 

huge reward money and, more importantly, the promised glory that will come 

with his capture.  

However the film is not about plot in the conventional sense of the term, 

even if many significant events take place in 1881-1882. As writer and helmer, 

Dominik knows that there have been countless books, plays, and tales about 

America's "first bonafide celebrity." As colorful and fascinating they might 

have been, most of those yarns, including previous Hollywood films, 

emphasized Jesse's larger-than-life public persona and daring exploits.  

In other words, the thirst for sensationalistic tales and obsession with 

celebrities, both legit and illegit, which define our culture today, go back to at 

least a century ago, right after the Civil War. This is one modernist touch that 

elevates Dominik's film way above the norm of a well-told, well-crafted 

Western. In many ways, "Assassination of Jesse James" is not a Western at all, 
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since in its epic scale (and epic running time of 153 minutes), poetic tone, and 

visual beauty, it's an evocative film that speaks to our times in more relevant 

ways than most stories set at the present.  

Robert Ford was first and foremost an admirer, and man full of 

contradictions. As youth, Ford was an idealistic, ambitious lad who had devoted 

his adolescent years to the hope of riding one day alongside his idol. Ford could 

never imagined, as becomes clear and sad in the film's last reel, that history 

would ultimately mark him and stigmatized him as "the dirty little coward," 

who didn't have to balls to engage in a direct shootout, and finally shot Jesse in 

the back.  

Most of the tale is a detailed chronicle of how Ford became a member of 

Jesse's inner circle, which ultimately enabled him to bring down a formidable 

figure that numerous lawmen across a dozen states had tried and failed. The 

movie is about the evolution of friendship and camaraderie, how Ford and his 

brother Carley come to be friends of Jesse and what happened among this trio in 

the last days and hours leading up to the gunshot that would end one man's life, 

Jesse, and become the definition and sum total of another's, Ford.  

Just in case you thought this is a story of three friends, Dominik enriches 

the saga by introducing at least a dozen fully developed characters, Jesse's 

brother Frank (Sam Shepard), his wife (Mary Louise Parker) and children, his 

larger family, and entourage of mostly male buddies.  
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The Assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford movie is 

one of interesting Andrew Dominik work to view. There are the reasons that 

make the movie interesting, important, and challenge to view. 

First reason is the characters and characterization in The Assassination 

of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford movie. Robert Ford is antagonist 

people in this movie. Robert Ford is a young man, not long out of his teens, 

who is eager to make a name for him. Born to a large family, Bob is the 

youngest of seven children, and is understandably looked down upon and 

bullied for being the weak and cowardly person of the household. Bob would 

always turn to Jesse James as an ambiguous source of pride or inspiration. 

Wanting to meet his hero in person, he ventures out and asks for Jesse's 

approval. But after their relationship progressively turns sour, Bob no longer 

sees his idol as the saint he once did. And perhaps compelled by his own 

negligence and naiveté, Bob decides to kill Jesse, without thinking about the 

repercussions such an act can cause. Jesse James is Protagonist people although 

violent in nature, ferocious and cunning when he is off with his gang, Jesse is 

always calm and protective when around his family, refusing to let his children 

know about his criminal life. Jesse is weathered by life and is exhausted from 

being chased by the law, which has been pursuing him for well over a decade. 

His sheer paranoia has driven him to the brink of insanity, and it has become 

increasingly difficult for him to trust those who are closest to him, in fear that 

they might turn against him. For this reason he secretly desires to live a quieter 
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life and even contemplates suicide every so often, but his reputation hangs in 

the balance, and there is no easy way out. 

The second reasons are setting of time and place this movie. The setting 

of time and place in The Assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert 

Ford movie is around 1881-1882 after civil war in American. For setting of 

place this movie move from one place into another place, like Calgary, 

Edmonton,   Winnipeg, Kentucky, and Manhattan. 

The third reason is the film extends the split of personality messages. An 

Split personality is multiple personality disorder, a neurosis in which the 

personality becomes dissociated into two or more distinct parts each of which 

becomes dominant and controls behavior from time to time to the exclusion of 

the other parts. 

Split personality can be consciously induced. For example, most people 

have a work personna and a home personna. Often the two can not both exist 

optimumly at the same time. If one tries to combine them, they are often not as 

effective as one each specialized to its specific environment. But in both cases, 

each will take on a life of its own often with its own lingo, behavior, etc.  

Seeing the theme of The Assassination of Jesse James above, the there 

lies the interesting part of analyzing the Andrew Dominik‟s The Assassination 

of Jesse James by the coward Robert Ford Movie. The researcher is interested 

to analyze the split of personality in the Assassination of Jesse James by the 

coward Robert Ford Movie. Which elaborated in problem statement . 
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The writer will use a psychoanalytic approach theory as the approach to 

analyze this movie because the major character (Robert Ford) that has more 

than one character in this movie namely split of personality, firstly Jesse James 

is his idol and he is very like with him in his coward, but in the other hand he 

want to be a popular people more than Jesse James and finally Robert kill him. 

In this study, the writers has entitle: “Split Personality of Robert Ford in 

Andrew Dominik’s The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert 

Ford Movie: A Psychoanalytic Approach”. 

B. Literature Review 

It is hard for the writer to find the psychoanalytic approach to analyze 

the data. To provide the originality of the research, the writer presents some 

previous researches related to the research.  There are two study of Split  

Personality: 

The first research was done by Ruri Setia (2008) from Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta, her research entitled The Split Personality in Robert 

Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr.Jekyll and Mr.Hyde: A 

Psychoanalytic Approach. The major problem of the research on The Strange 

Case of DR. Jekyll and Mrs. Hyde is how split personality is described in 

Robert Louis Stevenson. Meanwhile. The problem is limited on the major 

character Dr. Jekyll viewed by Psychoanalytic Approach. The objectives of the 

study are to analyze novel based on the structural elements and the personality 

of the major character based on the Psychoanalytic Approach. Based on the 

analysis the outcome of this study shows that the problems of the major 
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character causes the internal conflict of dr. Jekyll. then, the separates his 

character into shape of Hyde. His ways is unnatural and irrational, finally, it 

causes him to do suicide.  

The second research was done by Annisa Nurnaimah Widayati (2009) 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, entitled “Split personality in David 

Koepp‟s Secret window movie” She employed Psychoanalytic approach. The 

prime problem of this study is “How split personality is described in David 

Koepp‟s Secret Window movie?”. The theme of Secret Window movie is about split 

personality. Mort Rainey has two personalities inside of him. The first is he as 

himself, a good man that ever does crime. The other personality is John Shooter, a 

mysterious man that can do anything worse. The limitation of the study is split 

personality described on the major character Mort Rainey viewed by 

psychoanalytic approach by Sigmund Freud.  

The differences of this study and two previous studies are in the 

difference object. This study focuses on the split personality of Robert Ford 

reflected in Andrew Dominik‟s The Assassination of Jesse James by the 

Coward Robert Ford, resulted from unhandled problem he encounters. The 

object of this study is The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert 

Ford movie and it is focused on one of the major characters, namely Robert 

Ford. So that it will give different view for researcher in doing this study by 

using different object. The title is “Split Personality of Robert Ford  in Andrew 

Dominik‟s The Assassination of Jesse James by The Coward Robert Ford 

Movie: A Psychoanalytic Approach”. 
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C. Problem Statement  

Considering the phenomenon, the researcher formulates the problem 

statement in this study as “How is Robert Ford‟s split his persoality reflected 

in Andrew Dominik‟s The Assassination of Jesse James by the Coward Robert 

Ford?” 

D.  Limitation of the Study 

To carry out the study, the researcher needs to limit the study. The 

limitation of this study is split personality described on the major character 

Robert Ford viewed by Pshychoanalytic approach by Sigmund Freud because,  

there are many kinds of personality that can be used as literature aids. It is not 

possible for the writer to involve all of them. 

E. Objectives of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above the objectives of the studies are: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of the movie, and 

2.  To analyze the major characters of the movie based on the psychoanalytic 

approach. 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits expected from this study as follows:  

1.  Theoretical Benefit 

This study is purposed to contribute to the larger body of knowledge, 

particularly literary studies on The Assassination of Jesse James by the 

Coward Robert Ford movie. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

This study can develop the other researchers, readers, and writer‟s , 

knowledge, about The Assassination of Jesse James by the coward Robert 

Ford the movie particularly related to the psychoanalytic approach. 

G.   Research Method 

 1. Type of the Study  

The research of this movie belongs to qualitative research because it 

doesn‟t need statistic to explore the fact.  

2. Object of the Study  

The object of the study is the movie The Assassination of Jesse James 

by the Coward Robert Ford. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

The type of data of this study are the images which form such like the 

scene of the movie itself and the texts which form such like words, phrases, 

and sentences in dialogues or monologues. The writer takes two kinds of 

data source: 

a. Primary data source 

Primary data is the main data obtained from all the images which 

form such like the scene of the movie itself and the texts which form 

such like words, phrases, and sentences in dialogues or monologues 

occurring in the movie related to the topic. 
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b. Secondary data source 

Secondary data is the supporting data taken from the books, 

internet and some articles related to the movie. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The techniques of collecting data are: 

a. Watching and learning the movie repeatedly, 

b. Determining the major character that will be analyzed, and 

c. Arranging the data into several parts based on classification, 

5.  Technique of the Data Analysis  

The researcher uses two kinds of technique in analyzing the data. The 

first step in analyzing data of this research is trying to clarify to obtained 

data by selecting the necessary ones. The second step is analyzing based on 

psychoanalytic theory. Finally, the writer draws the conclution. 

H.   Research Organization 

This research consists of five chapters. Chapter I is introduction which 

consists of background of the study, literature review, research problem, 

research objective, research benefit, research methodology, and the last is 

research organization.  

Chapter II elaborates the underlying theory which consists of 

psychoanalysis theory, the system of personality (id, ego,and superego). 

Chapter III presents structural analysis of the movie which contains the 

structural elements- narrative elements (character and characterization, setting, 

point of view, plot), technical elements (mise-en-scene consists of setting, 
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costume and make-up, lighting, cinematography and the duration of the shot; 

editing; and sound), and discussion. Chapter IV discusses psychoanalytic 

analysis and its discussion. The last is chapter V which draws of conclusion 

and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




