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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of Study 

Human needs to build communication. They are doing that because 

communication is the sending and receiving of the messages. It refers to any 

message, not just the highly structured symbolic message of language (Crystal 

and Varley, 1993: 4; in Bloomer, 2005: 15). 

Communication happens at many levels (even for one single action), in 

many different ways, and for most beings, as well as certain machines. 

Together, communication content and form make messages that are sent 

towards a destination. The target can be oneself, another person or being, 

another entity (such as a corporation or group of beings). Wikipedia. 2008. 

Communication. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ Communication).    

Communication can be divided into two forms. The first form is non 

verbal communication, which occurs when people express something not in 

oral or written aspect, such as gestures, facial expression, eye contact, etc. The 

second is verbal communication, which occurs when people express 

something in oral or written aspect, such as; in oral form, they produce sound 

and in written form, they produce writing. Communication happens by its 

important media. The media to communicate in here is signs. A signs is the 

basic of communication (Little John, 1996: 64, in Sobur, 2004: 15). Human 

with the signs as mediator can communicate in each other. Signs exise every 
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where (Sobur, 2004: 15). Signs are presented in many various forms. One of 

the various sign is the form of icons. The uses of icons are very useful in 

building our communication. All of our daily life aspect are full of various 

sign such as icons, especially in the common place where many people come 

and go used the transportation vehicle in that place, such as the airport.  

Airport is the place where aircraft land and take off, with building for 

passengers to wait in, etc (Oxford, 2004: 9). There are many travel icons in it. 

In this case, the writer wants to give an example of travel icons. 

Figure 1. 1     Figure 1. 2 

    

1. Figure 1.1 shows an icon of an airplane and a line. 

a.  Signifier: an airplane 

b. Signified: an air vehicle that can fly and carry goods or passenger is 

landing on the landing strip. 

c.  Signifier: a line 

d. Signified: a landing strip for the airplane. 

Based on that signifier and signified above, the icon can be 

considered as the travel icon that can be found in the airport. The icon 

shows the information about the arrival of the plane. In the airport, it is 

also considered to give information for the passenger where is the arrival 

hall or lobby for them who has arrived in the airport. 
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2. Figure 1.2 shows an icon of an airplane and a line. 

a.  Signifier: an airplane 

b. Signified: an air vehicle that can fly and carry goods or passenger is 

taking off from the landing strip. 

c. Signifier: a line 

d. Signified: a landing strip for the airplane  

Based on that signifier and signified above, the icon can be 

considered as the travel icon that can be found in the airport. The icon 

shows the airplane is taking off from the air landing. In the airport, it is 

also considered to give information for the passenger where is the 

departure hall or lobby for the passenger who will take off from the 

airport.  

Based on those examples, the writer wants to study about the use of the 

travel icons in the airport. Its form and its intentions viewed from semiotic 

approach. 

  

B. Previous Study 

There are some researchers who have conducted the study of semiotic. 

The first is Sakinah (2006), the student of English Department of UMS who 

studied the case in semiotic approach entitled “A Semiotic Study on Simile in 

English Translation of Al-Quran”. Her research deals with figurative language 

in Al-Quran, the holy Moslem scripture. The outcome of this study that the 

meaning of variations simile symbols used in English translation of  Al- Quran 
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has some matter, they are; critizing, reminding, sarcasm, and beautifying.  

The second research is Wijayanti (2007), the student of English 

Department of UMS, her research entitled “An Analysis of Warning Icons 

Used on Foods and Beverages Cartons”. In this research, the writer analyzed 

the variety of the meanings and the reason of the warning icons used on foods 

and beverages cartons. The meanings are referring to the cartons, referring to 

the user, and referring to both cartons and user. The reasons are the popular 

reasons, the acceptability reasons, the characteristic similarity reason, and the 

clarity reason of the foods and beverages icon.  

While the writer has similar approach ” Semiotic”, but different object 

of the study. The writer will analyze the travel icons in the airport. The 

function of this research is to continue the previous research. 

 

C. Limitation of the Study 

In order to have specific research, the researcher limits her study. This 

study will analyze the travel icons in the airport with semiotic approach. 

This study deals with the meaning and the reason of using the travel icons in 

the airport. 

 

D. Problem Statement 

Based on the research background, the problem proposed in this research are: 

1. What are the meanings of the travel icons in the airport? 

2. What are the reason using the icons? 
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E. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem statement above, the writer conducts the 

objectives of this research as follow: 

1.  To describe the meanings of the travel icons in the airport. 

2.  To describe the reason using the icons. 

  

F. Benefit of the Study 

In conducting: this research, the writer intends to present some benefits to 

readers, as follow: 

1. Theoretically 

a. This research can enrich the study on semiotics for language learner. 

b. The study will increase the knowledge of the readers’ comprehension of 

the travel icons in the airport. 

2. Practically 

This research can help the society, especially the passengers that using 

the air transportation in the airport so they can understand the use of travel 

icon in the airport. 
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G. Paper Organization 

In order to make this research is easy to follow. The writer organizes this 

as follow: 

Chapter I is introduction. This chapter consists of background of study, 

previous study, limitation of the study, problem statement, objective of the 

study, and benefit of the study. 

Chapter II is underlying theory. This chapter involves the theories that 

are useful for conducting the analysis of the data. This part deals with notion 

semiotics from some semioticans, notion of icon, notion of travel icons, and 

understanding reasons of the use of travel icons. 

Chapter III is research method. This chapter presents type of research, 

object of study, methods of collecting data and technique of analysis data. 

Chapter IV is data analysis. This chapter focuses on data analysis 

containing the meanings of the travel icons in the airport, the reason using the 

icons, and the discussion. 

Chapter V is dealing with conclusion, implication and suggestion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




