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SYNOPSIS 

 

Thomas Sutpen is a poor white man. He was born in West Virginia in 

1808. When he is ten years old, he leaves his country together with his family. 

They go to Tidewater-Virginia to seek a better life. In this new country, his father 

works on the plantation. One day, when Thomas Sutpen is fourteen years old, his 

father orders him to go to the house of plantation’s owner to inform that the stable 

and the house are in fire. When he arrives to the landowner’s big mansion front 

door, a black servant orders him to go around to the back door and never come 

again to the front door. Sutpen becomes angry and directly he leaves the house 

before he says the message. 

At night, he leaves Tidewater, the black servant’s insults leads him to set a 

grand design-to be rich man. He goes to West  Indies. In this area, he works hard 

and learns how to oversee the plantation. Then, this young man marries the 

plantation owner’s daughter, Eulalia Bon. Two years later, he has a son named 

Charles Bon. One day, he knows that his wife and son has little part of Negro 

blood. It is unsuitable with his purpose and his hate to Negro. Then he puts them 

and most of  his wealthy a side. He just brings several Spanish coins and a French 

architect. 

In his twenty years old, Sutpen appears in Yoknapatawpha country. With 

his coins, he buys hundred square of Indian’s land which is named Sutpen’s 

Hundred. He also brings a load of Negro Slaves. They work hard from sun up to 

sun down. To accomplish his design, besides he must have plantation, slaves, and 



house, he must also have a family. Then he marries Ellen Coldfield. From his 

second wife, he has two children. Henry Sutpen and Judith Sutpen. In 

Yoknapatawpha country, he becomes the biggest landowner and cotton plantation 

owner. 

Henry leaves Sutpen’s Hundred to study in Oxford University. In this 

college, he meets Charles Bon. When the summer vacation, Henry invites Charles 

to come to Sutpen’s Hundred. Unfortunately, he does not meet Thomas Sutpen. 

Charles falls in love with Judith. 

In the Christmas holiday, Charles comes again to Sutpen’s Hundred. He 

wants to engage Judith. However Sutpen forbids them, because Charles is Judith’s 

own half brother. Knowing that Charles is Sutpen’s son he wants to get a 

confession as Sutpen’s son. However Sutpen repudiates him. Then Henry still 

persuades them to marry. At night, there is a dispute between Sutpen and Henry 

about Judith’s marriage. Henry repudiates his home and his birthright. Then 

Sutpen says that Charles has a little part of Negro blood. Henry becomes angry 

and kills him. 

Sutpen has lost his sons. He wants to have another son. Then he asks an 

outrageous request to Miss Rosa that he wants to get a son before marriage. 

Directly, she rejects it and becomes angry. Then she leaves Sutpen Hundred to 

town. Then Sutpen seduces a fifteen years old girl, Milly Jones. In 1869 she bears 

Sutpen’s daughter. But, he repudiates Milly and his newborn baby. Sutpen’s 

repudiation leads wash Jones kill him. Then he kill Milly, the baby and then him 

self. 



1909,  Miss Rosa comes to Sutpen’s Hundred with Quentin Compson. Rosa meets 

with Clytie, Sutpen another daughter from the Negro Slave. She is shock when 

she knows that Henry hides in the house. He is ill. Then, Rosa comes back to own. 

Three days later she comes again to Sutpen’s Hundred with an ambulance to keep 

Henry to be treated in town. But Clytie thinks that Rosa’s coming in the case of 

Charles’s death. Then Clytie burns the house where Henry hides in it. Finally 

Henry and Clytie are dead. Rosa returns to town, then she is ill and the died in 

1910. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


