
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

      A.  Background of the Study 
 

        The hanging of witches, which occurred in Salem, Massachusetts, was a chilling 

era of American history. It was also the tragedy of humanity in the world especially in 

America. In the American society, the hysteria of witch court was very famous, 

especially in Salem on 1692. The issue of witchcraft, which grew fast in Salem 

village, made the Puritan as the prominent institution, which had authority and great 

power in Salem hunted and executed the witches. Puritanism as a religious-political 

movement that developed in the New England held an absolute role in the society. 

Many the accused witches were hanged because they were regarded as God’s 

enemies. Witches were blamed for causing lingering illness or death to human and 

domestic animals. The Puritan hunted them because according to the Puritan doctrine 

they have a supernatural power from God’s enemy namely Satan. In addition, because 

of the collaboration with God’s enemy, the witches were hunted then condemned by 

the Puritan.  

              The implementation of the hanging itself has made many people suffered 

because it had been done unfairly. In the hanging of witches, the Puritan just 

considered one order from the Bible without considering the other order. For many 

modern Americans,” Puritanical” means nothing more than prudish, priggish, and 

repressive, especially in matters of sex. The concept of Puritanism has been so murky, 



ill defined, and emotionally loaded that many historians have urged that it be 

abandoned (Wilson, 1984:97). 

        The hanging of witches that really happened in American society is regarded as 

the past wrongdoing in American history. The execution of witches became a dark 

history in America. Beside that, it also remains the mental burden for some certain 

people such as the past Puritan’s descendants. Some people who lived around the 

world believed that the past wrongdoing can give bad impact to the present life. The 

mass hanging showed that the Puritan has left a bitter memory beside a great history 

in accordance with their high religious spirit. 

              Naturally, a literary work mostly contains the nature of life and human 

experience of life. The author of a literary work always tries to make the reader 

understand and feel, as they are involved on those experiences. As the background of 

a literary work, the mass hanging in Salem as the past wrongdoing is used as the 

major influence of the nature and human experience of life that will make the story 

up. The past wrongdoing, the sin, and the human nature can be a great inspiration for 

some literary works and literary writers in all over the world.  

              Nathaniel Hawthorne as one of the creative, innovative and talented American 

writer knows such the condition and the situation perfectly. Nathaniel Hawthorne was 

a prominent early American author who contributed greatly to the evolution of 

modern American literature, he is known as a novelist and critic whom appearance in 

writing cannot be separated from his real experience and his social life. According to 

Spiller (1968:64), Nathaniel Hawthorne is a famous American writer, one of the most 

important nineteenth century writers who cannot be separated from his society in 



creating his works. He is integral part of one of the oldest existing tradition in 

America. His works often picture phenomena in the past at a certain time and at 

certain place, moral and religious concerns are central to his literary art. He writes 

about a supernatural, a guilt heart, a haunted soul and set his dark tales in the 

mysterious manner. Moral implications of sin and guilt are expressed in many his 

works. He is the descendant of Puritan line and his literary imagination is strongly 

shaped by the early life of his forefather in Salem, Massachusetts. The history of 

Salem and American Puritanism provides background against which he later presents 

his ideas about human nature, sin, moral, and the pleasure of heart. He is an author 

who has a great contribution in manifesting the idea of Puritanism; his writings are 

mostly based on the historical fact combined with the reality of his society.  

        Hawthorne is a descendant of a long line of New England Puritan who was born 

in Salem, Massachusetts on July 4, 1804 and died on May 19, 1864 in New 

Hampshire. In his line of Puritan, he was the sixth generation of a Puritan family who 

was very strong in carrying the Puritan doctrine. Hawthorne's father was a ship 

captain who died in 1808 on a long voyage to the Caribbean when Hawthorne was 

four years old. This matter made Hawthorne’s mother widowed and his two sisters 

forced to move and lived with their uncle in poor condition. In 1821, Hawthorne 

attended school in Bowdoin College in Brumswick. After he graduated from 

Bowdoin College in 1825, he returned to his home in Salem where he began to write 

in semi-seclusion. At this time, Hawthorne was experiencing a dim light in his life. 

He kept away from his surrounding and limited contact with other people. This 

isolation and secluded life lasted for about twelve years. However, in his isolated life 



from society, Hawthorne got a great inspiration in creating works that grounded in 

New England society. He later married Sophia Amelia Peabody in 1842. Before he 

met and loved his wife, Hawthorne suffered and did not have spirit to live even he 

planned to suicide. In the following years, Hawthorne wrote his more famous novels, 

which shaped his own literary style, as well as the genres of the romance novel and 

short story.  

        There are so many equalities between Hawthorne’s experiences and his works, 

but by using his excellent way of writing, Hawthorne made his works not only as 

picture of his life but also as great work of art. His literary arts are always consistent 

in manifesting the idea of Puritanism. His writings are based on the historical facts 

combined with the reality in his own life and society (Turner, 1980: 232). He had 

created a lot of works on a wide range of subjects; his works include Twice- Told 

Tales, The Scarlet Letter, The Blithdhale Romance, The Marble Faun and The House 

of the Seven Gables. He got the reputation on his success of writing The Scarlet 

Letter. This novel becomes a masterpiece and has been filmed in 1995.  

        His simple and direct style of writing contains more than its literal meaning. The 

readers of Hawthorne’s work should be more imaginative on understanding his 

works. It is so interesting that by using his works Hawthorne wants to involve 

reader’s own thinking and feeling. He is not a symbolist, but almost of his works use 

symbolism quite often. As in his novel The House of the Seven Gables, all about life, 

human nature, moral, and class status are very well symbolized by Hawthorne. The 

House of the Seven Gables was published in 1851. The House of the Seven Gables 

reflects an epoch of the author family and it gives a picture of a great history, which 



happened in American society. In the novel, Hawthorne depicts a negative effect of 

Puritanism and a gloomy condition caused by his ancestor’s past wrongdoing that 

influences the next generation’s life. The novel contains satires about moral and 

reflection of social life as well as the reflection of Hawthorne’s experiences.  

              In conveying his intention on the novel, Hawthorne uses a lot of symbolism. 

Hawthorne also employed allegory as a way of presenting the theme. Hawthorne (in 

Magill: 1991:72) often achieved allegory by placing characters in a situation outside 

of the ordinary. Each character represents a different quality and each episode is used 

to show these qualities. The use of setting in New England as the title of the novel 

also represents something else as Hawthorne’s intention. The title of the novel 

describes not only the shape of the house roof, but also in the deeper meaning, it 

represents the social ranks of its inhabitant, they lived in a higher class as aristocrat. 

The House of the Seven Gables does not only reveal about moral teaching but also 

criticizes the class status in the society. His style and technique of symbolism may be 

different from others. He uses them in very strong ways that the readers could not 

always pick up the meaning. Through this novel and all symbolism he used, 

Hawthorne wants to show to the readers that the past wrongdoing can give bad impact 

to the present life and every bad action will be punished.  

              Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher is interested in analyzing this 

novel by using symbolism with the title “SYMBOLISM IN NATHANIEL 

HAWTHORNE’S THE HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES”. 

 

 



      B.  Literature Review 

        The research of Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables is not a 

new thing. There is a research on this novel. Salabiyati (UNS, 2001), entitled: 

“Nathaniel Hawthorne’s view about Puritanism as reflected in “The House of the 

Seven Gables”. In her research paper, she elaborates the author’s view about Puritan 

and the author’s biography. She uses Genetic Approach in her research.  

             Another research of The House of the Seven Gables is conducted by Setyawati 

(UMS, 2004) in her research entitled: “Puritanism values in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

The House of the Seven Gables: A Sociological Approach. Her research paper focuses 

on the social background of the novel. She uses Sociological Approach in her 

research. From the literature review above, the present researcher assumes that there 

is no researcher who analyze about Symbolism in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House 

of the Seven Gables”.   

 

      C.  Problem Statement 

 Concerning the idea, which has been presented in the previous background of the 

study, the problem statement is: “What are the meanings of symbol employed by 

Nathaniel Hawthorne in his novel entitled “The House of the Seven Gables?” 

 

      D.  Objective of the Study  

  In this research paper, the objectives of the study of symbolism in Nathaniel 

Hawthorne’s novel” The House of the Seven Gables” are as follows:  



1. To analyze the structural elements of the novel, by finding character and 

characterization, setting, point of view, plot, and theme. 

2.   To identify and reveal the meaning of symbol in the novel.     

 

      E.  Benefit of the Study  

        In conducting the research paper, the researcher hopes that the study will have 

benefits as follows:  

1. Theoretical Benefit                                                                                    

           To give contribution to the larger body in knowledge particularly studies in 

Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables. 

2. Practical Benefit                                                                                               

           To give deeper understanding in literary field, just as the reference to other 

researcher in analyzing this novel in different perspectives or spectacles. 

 

F.  Research Method 

              In analyzing symbols in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables, 

the researcher uses qualitative method. Furthermore, there are four points that should 

be considered in this research method.  

           1.   Object of the Study 

              The object of the study is Nathaniel Hawthorne novel The House of the Seven 

Gables. 

 

 



           2.   Type of the Data and the Data Source 

              In this study, there are two sources of data namely primary and secondary data 

sources. 

                   a. Primary data sources 

                 The primary data source is the novel itself, The House of the Seven Gables 

novel written by Nathaniel Hawthorne. 

                   b. Secondary data sources  

                 The secondary data sources are the author’s biography, essay, comment, 

homepage and other relevant sources. 

   3.   Technique of the Data Collection     

                    In collecting the data, the researcher follows some steps, they are:  

a. Reading the novel carefully and repeatedly in order to get the best understanding 

of all messages, ideas and other significant points as well as its structure elements. 

b. Reading some relevant books to get the theory being used to analyze the novel, 

data and information to support his study. 

c. Collecting all the sources and take the significant data, then write some notes of 

the important part of the sources. 

d. Writing the data on papers. 

e. Classifying the data into groups according to the category of the elements of 

literary study. 

 

 

 



      4.   Technique of the Data Analysis  

        Technique of data analysis in this research paper is descriptive analysis. It means 

that the writer identifies and reveals the meaning of symbols employed on the 

structural analysis in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s The House of the Seven Gables.  

 

G.   Paper Organization  

                       The study will be arranged in five chapters. The first chapter is introduction, 

which covers the background of the study, literature review, problem statement, 

objective of the study, benefit of the study, research method and paper organization. 

The second chapter deals with the underlying theory. The third chapter contains the 

structural analysis of the work, which includes the structural element of character 

and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, theme and the discussion. 

The fourth chapter consists of the analysis of symbol in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

novel” The House of the Seven Gables”. The fifth chapter is conclusion and 

suggestion of the research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


