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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of Study 

Life is a battle field that is not easy to survive.  The one who is strong can 

becomes the winner. Some people struggle to live and have a better life. The effort 

to solve the problem is struggle mean. Some people struggle for a higher position, 

not every people struggle in their life to get higher position or higher class social 

but some people struggle in their life in order to survive or for justice. 

Marx in Ritzer and Goodman (Ritzer, 2004) states that human is a social 

creature and productive in order to fulfil people need in nature. Life has a social 

structure that always has a relationship between people in their life. When two 

more groups make some relationship to each other it makes structure that related 

to one another. The consequence of the connection make some structure to each 

other although they realize it or not. Ritzer and Goodman  (Ritzer, 2004) state that 

human productivity will damaged the condition of infrastructure of primitive 

society through the journey of history natural process. 

Reflected is depiction of an object being means with use of language. 

Representation as the process recording the idea, knowledge, or message by 

physical. This definition includes the use of languages, signs, and representative 

images to represent something. Therefore, reflected plays an important role in the 

formation of a meaning related to the pattern of life and culture of society. 

Social stratification is made from the natural production of distribution that 

get some consequence and some smaller unit of the group of society made by social 

stratification. Two or more ranked groups in society and the various type of their 

prestige is the factor of social stratification. Based on the rank of the group the 

society divided into some class. Sometimes a relationship not always give 

advantage but also disadvantage to one another. Sometimes some people change 
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their luck and struggle for better condition because of the disadvantages of social 

class relationship. This is called class struggle that show the real action of class 

conflict. 

Many of various background of life. There are race, religion, states, and 

prosperity. It cause the various act of people to one another. The personalities also 

caused by the background of people sometimes. We often found a group of society 

that is have the same background. The disadvantages and different classes is one 

that caused conflict of class. 

Class struggle no longer has economic and political forms, but also 

theoretical forms. Or, as needed: Proletariat must fight within the realms of 

economics, politics, and concepts for the same elegance lifestyle known as 

philosophy. Philosophy is a long-term conceptual class struggle within. 

To struggle something there are some ways, active ways that shows the 

struggle movement, and passive ways shows by the opinion or criticism by using 

social media or literary work. Some literary work such as film, novel, drama, and 

poem. 

Literary work is a reflection of human knowledge and experiences or the 

imagination of the author or sometimes the author reflect the reality on their 

literary work. The social condition is one of the inspiration to create a literary 

work. It can be the past or based on the future condition prediction or the condition 

nowadays. The purpose of literary work not only to entertain the reader or viewer 

but also give a sense of perception and life lesson too. Can also to tell the history. 

Literature is the cause of social effect and the effect of social causes. The literary 

works will influence social life or another words can be said that the literary works 

are pictures of the real life in a society. 

 

In the movie "Miracle in Cell no. 7" show the class struggle that happen in 

this modern era. This movie is based on true story in 1972 in South Korea. Movie 

is a kind of literature works that mostly describe about social life. Literature works 
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are related with human activity and behavior that applied through literary work 

and art works, for example in social life or politics and much more. According to  

(vilarejo, 2007) state that film is a memory that archived and sequestered in 

somewhere that invisible and is an experience that we has passed. In other words 

film is a general description of human life that has occurred in the environment of 

society, also called literary work. Based on statement above, film is a picture of 

human life, this also applied in Miracle in Cell No.7 movie. This film is a kind of 

drama and comedy film. This film draws about a situation that sometimes happens 

to human life. In Miracle in Cell No.7 the issues raised in this film the director 

tightens is the issue of class struggle. Lee Hwan Kyung as the director of Miracle 

in Cell No.7 (2013) film he is a South Korean film screenwriter and director. This 

movie reach with more than 12.32 million viewers in 2013 which means popular 

at that time. Lee Hwan Kyung also directed several films before “Miracle in Cell 

No.7” such as “He was cool” (2004), “lump sugar” (2006) and “Champ” (2011). 

This research is about class struggle represented in the movie “Miracle in Cell 

No.7”. The movie is an interesting film that touch your heart but in the other side 

the film is also comedy. Miracle in Cell No.7 movie has an interesting object to be 

research object there are class struggle that represent in the movie. This film is 

show us how class struggle reflected in the film. The struggle of the main character 

in this film is reflected the class struggle that has occurred in the movie. According 

to Marx in  (martha, 2011)  research State that class struggle is the continual 

conflict between the capitalist and working classes for economic and political 

power. The class struggle in this movie is represented by the struggle of a daughter 

and her father in their life, her father is only a person who has mental retardation 

and only work as a parking man so the daughter struggle to change her class and 

become a lawyer. One day her father must be punished for mistakes he did not do 

from a police commissioner who had a higher social class. The researcher choose 

class struggle as an object of the research because no research has been found about 

the class struggle in “Miracle in Cell No.7” film. The reason why the researcher 



4 
 

took Miracle in Cell No.7 film is because the researcher liked the film and watched 

it many times and was touched by the story of main character which is based on 

true story. Many researcher examine about class struggle but no research about 

class struggle in “Miracle in Cell No.7” film. “Miracle in Cell No.7” is a film tells 

about life struggle of Yong Go, father of Ye Sung which is the main character of 

this film. Yong Go is a father who has mental retardation and work as a parking 

attendant. They live in simplicity, Yong Go is a good father for Ye Sung also a 

hard worker who always tries to make his daughter happy. Ye Sung is a smart and 

independent girl, she loves her father more than anything. The tragic moment begin 

when Yong Go until he jailed. Yong Go is a hard worker and love his daughter so 

much. One day Yong Go meet a cruel police commissioner. Someday his daughter 

interested in a yellow bag with a Sailor Moon picture but after Yong Go have a 

money to buy these bag, the yellow bag has been bought first by the daughter of 

the cruel police commissioner. Because Yong Go have promised to his daughter 

to buy a yellow bag Yong Go begged the police commissioner to cancel buy the 

bag, because the yellow bag with Sailor Moon picture only left one, but the police 

commissioner is an arrogant people so he won’t then Yong Go accidently beat the 

police. From this moment the police hate Yong Go. One day Ji Young the daughter 

of the cruel police came to meet Yong Go to show him the Sailor Moon bag in 

another shop. But while on the way Ji Young slipped on the road and died. Yong 

Go tried to save Ji Young but he even be accused as a murderer and sexual 

harassment because there were people at the scene who misunderstood the action 

of Yong Go who gave Ji Young first aid by making artificial respiration, and also 

because the cruel of a police commissioner who has a higher position accused 

Yong Go.  

Wolff state that class struggle leads to the struggle of the proletariat to get 

result as the dominant class  (wolff, 1985). The theories of Marx will help the 

researcher examine this film, the story in this film, at the time, it was a portrait of 

socio-cultural comparison and how society sees what the essence of life is. 
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In order to survive this movie is a complex life struggle. The struggle when 

Ye Sung and her father had to struggle to get back together when Yong Go was in 

prison. Ye Sung had to struggle for her class position in her life. She had to survive 

and struggle to get her position to become a lawyer. Ye Sung represent her father 

had to struggle to restore her father identity right again as before. Although the 

movie is not during capitalist economy era, the relation between Marxism and 

feudalism as the root of history of economy makes the approach truly makes sense. 

Based on the background above the researcher tend to use the study on Marxist 

perspective with the title: A CLASS STRUGGLE REFLECTED IN MIRACLE 

IN CELL NO.7 MOVIE: A MARXIST PERSPECTIVE 

 

B. Limitation of the Study 

This research is focus on class struggle representation in the Miracle in Cell No.7 

2013 film. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

Problem statement that will be discussed in this study is: 

1. How is Ye Sung characterization in the film? 

2. How is the class struggle reflected in the film Miracle in Cell No. 7 based 

on Marxist perspective? 

3. What is the educational values contained in the film Miracle in Cell no.7? 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

The object of the study is to find out the representation of class struggle in 

“Miracle in Cell No.7 

1. To analyze the main character especially Ye Sung who become a character 

representation of class struggle. 
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2. To describe the class struggle that reflected in Miracle in Cell no.7 film. 

3. To identify the education values in the film Miracle in Cell no.7. 

 

E. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits for the other researchers is this research can be the reference and 

can also be the source to comparing the material in other researc 


