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CLASS STRUGGLE REFLECTED IN THE MOVIE MIRACLE IN CELL 

NO.7 (2013) : A MARXIST PERSPECTIVE 

 

Abstrak 

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengungkap representasi perjuangan kelas 

dalam film Miracle in Cell No. 7 karya Lee Hwan Kyung. Film ini dianalisis dengan 

menggunakan perspektif Marxis. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif 

kualitatif untuk menganalisis sumber informasi dan data dari karya sastra. Ada dua 

jenis sumber data yaitu data primer dan data sekunder. Data pertama adalah data 

primer yang berasal dari film Miracle in Cell No. 7. Data kedua adalah data 

sekunder yang berasal dari jurnal, dan sumber internet yang berhubungan dengan 

penelitian. Kajian ini dianalisis dengan menentukan tiga objek: yang pertama 

menganalisis karakter tokoh utama yaitu Ye Sung. Yang kedua menganalisis 

perjuanagan kelas dengan menggunkan perspektif Marxis dan terakhir 

menganalisis nilai pendidikan dalam film Miracle in Cell No.7. Film ini 

menceritakan tentang perjuangan seorang anak permpuan berumur 8 tahun dan 

ayahnya yang hanya orang biasa yang memiliki keterbelkangan mental berjuang 

untuk hidup bersama dan memperjuangkan keadilan yang mereka tidak dapatkan 

karena ditentang kelas social yang lebih tinggi 

 

Kata Kunci: perjuangan kelas, nilai pendidikan, perspektif Marxis, kelas sosial 

 

Abstract 

The purpose of this research is to reveal the class struggle representation in Miracle 

in Cell No.7 a film by Lee Hwan Kyung. This film analyzed by using Marxist 

perspective. This research uses descriptive qualitative method to analyze the 

sources of information and data from literary works. There are two types of data 

sources namely primary data and secondary data. The first data is primary data 

which is from the Miracle in Cell No.7 movie. The second data is secondary data 

which is from journals, and internet sources related to the study. This study 

analyzed by determining three objects: the first is analyzing the character of the 

main lead and analyzing the class struggle by using Marxist perspective and last is 

analyzing the educational value in the film. This film tells about the struggle of a 

daughter  and her father who just an ordinary person that struggle for their life and 

fought for justice which they could not because of being opposed to a higher social 

class, and finally the struggle ends when the daughter grows up and becomes a 

successful persecutor. 

 

Keywords: class struggle, educational value, Marxist perspective, social class 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Literary work is a reflection of human knowledge and experiences or the 

imagination of the author or sometimes the author reflect the reality on their 

literary work. The social condition is one of the inspiration to create a literary 

work. It can be the past or based on the future condition prediction or the 

condition nowadays. The purpose of literary work not only to entertain the reader 

or viewer but also give a sense of perception and life lesson too. Can also to tell 

the history. Literature is the cause of social effect and the effect of social causes. 

The literary works will influence social life or another words can be said that the 

literary works are pictures of the real life in a society. 

Marx in Ritzer and Goodman (Ritzer, 2004) states that human is a social 

creature and productive in order to fulfil people need in nature. Life has a social 

structure that always has a relationship between people in their life. When two 

more groups make some relationship to each other it makes structure that related 

to one another. The consequence of the connection make some structure to each 

other although they realize it or not. Ritzer and Goodman  (Ritzer, 2004) state 

that human productivity will damaged the condition of infrastructure of primitive 

society through the journey of history natural process. 

Marxism is an understanding that is based on the understanding of Karl Marx. 

Marxism includes dialectical materialism as well as materialism based on social 

life. Marxism is the basis of modern communist theory. The view of Marxism is 

a form of Karl Marx's protest against capitalism. Based on Karl Marx's theory of 

revolution, Draper argues that the working class moves towards a class struggle 

in capitalism that fails to meet economic and social needs and aspirations. 

Although there is no evidence that the workers fought more than anyone. It is 

capitalism that compels them to carry out this struggle (Hal, 1978).  

Wolff state that class struggle leads to the struggle of the proletariat to get 

result as the dominant class  (wolff, 1985). The theories of Marx will help the 

researcher examine this film, the story in this film, at the time, it was a portrait 

of socio-cultural comparison and how society sees what the essence of life is. 

According to Marx in  (martha, 2011)  research State that class struggle is the 
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continual conflict between the capitalist and working classes for economic and 

political power. Based on Karl Marx's theory of revolution, Draper argues that 

the working class moves towards a class struggle in capitalism that fails to meet 

economic and social needs and aspirations. Although there is no evidence that 

the workers fought more than anyone. It is capitalism that compels them to carry 

out this struggle (Hal, 1978). In order to survive this movie is a complex life 

struggle. The struggle when Ye Sung and her father had to struggle to get back 

together when Yong Go was in prison. Ye Sung had to struggle for her class 

position in her life. She had to survive and struggle to get her position to become 

a lawyer. Ye Sung represent her father had to struggle to restore her father 

identity right again as before. Although the movie is not during capitalist 

economy era, the relation between Marxism and feudalism as the root of history 

of economy makes the approach truly makes sense. Based on the background 

above the researcher tend to use the study on Marxist perspective with the title: 

A CLASS STRUGGLE REFLECTED IN MIRACLE IN CELL NO.7 MOVIE: 

A MARXIST PERSPECTIVE 

This research is focus on class struggle reflected in the Miracle in Cell No.7 

2013 movie. The object of the study is to find out the representation of class 

struggle in “Miracle in Cell No.7.To analyze the main character especially Ye 

Sung who become a character representation of class struggle. The second object 

of this research is to describe the class struggle that reflected in Miracle in Cell 

no.7 film. The third object of this research is to identify the education values in 

the film Miracle in Cell no.7. 

 

2. METHOD 

In this study the researcher used qualitative research. The aim is to analyze the 

representation of class struggle in “Miracle in Cell No.7” film. This research is 

a literature study. Qualitative research is descriptive research study. The object 

of the study is class struggle that reflected in Miracle in Cell no.7 movie. This   

movie was released in 2013. This movie is from South Korea and the most 

popular film in 2013. This research used two type of data sources. The first data 



4 
 

is primary data and the second data is secondary data. The primary data is from 

the movie Miracle in Cell no.7 which lasted 127 minutes. Primary data is 

research data that can be obtained directly from the dialogues, situation and 

scenes on the film.The secondary data is from journal and other internet sources 

that related to this study. The secondary data is to strengthen the analysis. The 

secondary data must be related to the study. In analyzing the data researcher used 

descriptive technique analysis that would explain and analyze the data in 

accordance with the Marxist Perspective of class struggle. The researcher using 

Marxist perspective to identify class struggle reflected in the movie. 

 

3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

Marxist theory has several roles in human life. Marx explained how society 

works, especially an explanation of the nature of capitalism. Marxist criticism 

emphasizes class, socioeconomic status, power relations among the various 

layers of human society and the representation of these segments (Bressler, 

1999). Within the capitalist system, there are two classes, namely the bourgeoisie 

and the proletariat (Milios, 2018). Capitalism brings destruction to the old 

society and builds a new society which leads it to the proletariat of the socialist 

revolution. According to Doyle (1986), a social class emerged related to Marx's 

concept of historical materialism. It is explained that the ability of humans to 

meet needs depends on how involved they are in social relations with others to 

change the material environment through productive activities (Doyle, 1986). 

Movie Miracle in Cell No. 7 is a film that tells how class in society affects the 

life of a father named Yong Go. Yong Go is a mentally retarded person and has 

a beautiful daughter named Ye Sung. Their lives change when Yong Go is 

accused of murdering a child named Ji Yeong. It all started when Ye Seung really 

wanted a Sailor Moon bag but his father couldn't buy it because he hadn't 

received a salary from his job. Ye Seung and his father always pass by a bag 

shop that sells Sailor Moon bags but one day the Police Commissioner-General 

bought the bag for his daughter Ji Yeong. Ye Seung's father, who loves his son 

very much, pleaded and asked the police commissioner not to buy the sailor 
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moon bag, however, the police commissioner got angry and beat Ye Seung's 

father. Ji Yeong, the son of the commissioner, feels sorry for Ye Seung and his 

father then he meets them when Ye Seung's father has received a salary to buy a 

sailor moon bag from him. After their meeting, Ji Yeong slipped and suffered a 

brain haemorrhage that caused his death. This is where Lee Yong Go was 

accused of killing Ji Yeong. Marx explained that capitalist society consists of 

three classes, namely the workers (who live on wages), the owners of capital 

(live on profits), and the landlords (who live on land rent) (Milios, 2018).  

After analyzing the film Miracle in Cell No. 7 then this research can answer 

the existing problem formulation. From analyzing the character of the main 

character, Ye Sung, it was concluded that Ye Sung was a brave, smart, and 

friendly child. Ye Sung's brave nature is shown when he dares to reopen his 

father's case and fight for justice for his father. Ye Sung is also a woman who is 

kind to everyone. He was very kind to a friend who was in the same cell as his 

father. Ye Sung even taught Yang Ho to read and write. Through his intelligence, 

Ye Sung is able to become a prosecutor and can provide justice for his father. 

Ye Sung is very smart, he tries to get a score of 100 to be able to make his father 

proud. In this case class struggle is a human or social expression of conflict due 

to economic power with legal forms (Mayo, 1960). 

In addition to analyzing the main characters in the film Miracle in Cell No. 7 

This study also discusses the class struggle contained in the film. In 

Fundamentals of Marxism explains that there are several struggles of the 

proletariat class in achieving social welfare, there are economic struggle, 

ideological struggle and economic struggle.  

First is economic struggle. Yong Go works hard just to be able to make Ye 

Sung happy and fulfil his wishes. According to Dreper economic struggle is an 

effort used to improve living conditions (Hal, 1978). Yong Go struggle with his 

hard work for his simple things to fulfil Ye Sung’s wish then it can be the 

representation of economic struggle. 

Second is ideological struggle. Class Struggle begins when Ye Sung and his 

father try to continue living together. Ye Sung is willing to accompany his father 
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in prison so that he can be with his father that can be the representation of 

ideological struggle. According to Dreper the oppression and exploitation 

experienced by the working class basically bring them to the awareness of 

feeling dissatisfied because they continue to face the facts of economic and 

social injustice and inequality (Hal, 1978). In this case Ye Sung understand that 

one way to remedy conditions of injustice that she can together with her father 

is to carry out a struggle against the capitalist class. 

Third is political struggle. Ye Sung and Yong Go are also fighting for justice. 

Yong Go, who is accused of murdering the daughter of the police commissioner, 

tries his best to show his innocence however, all in vain as he is threatened by 

the police to confess that he killed Ji Yeong if he wanted his daughter to survive 

it can be the representation of political struggle. Marx stated that political 

struggle is also class struggle. Which means, proletarians and capitalists are 

waging a monetary conflict towards one another, proletarians and capitalist have 

their own business to protect the interest of their respective classes. The struggle 

to protect their common interest (Przeworski, 1977). Political struggle between 

bourgeoisie and proletariat is also represented when Yong Go’s cellmate still 

tries to reveal the truth to save Yong Go by making petition containing an 

explanation that Yong Go is not a murderer so that Yong Go can be free from 

prison, even though they are both just prisoners who has no power to against the 

police commissioner. In this case the police commissioner as a bourgeoisie or 

capitalist who have his own business to protect his common interest. 

In the film Miracle in Cell No.7 there are also educational values that can be 

learned. This is the same thing as written by Henry B. Mayo in his book entitled 

Introduction to Marxist Theory which discusses the idea of class struggle which 

did not originally come from Marx. Jozef Wilcynski (1981) also argues that the 

class struggle is one of the ideological foundations of Marxism which explains 

the course of history in terms of the struggle between conflicting social classes 

in antagonistic socio-economic forms such as slavery, feudalism and most 

importantly, capitalism) (Wilcynski, 1981). The struggle of the proletariat as an 

oppressed class against the capitalists and as an oppressor class became an 
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important theory in Marxism and resulted in a conflict between the two classes 

that gave rise to the struggle. In basic society there are slave owners and slaves, 

in feudal society, there are feudal classes and peasants, and in bourgeois society, 

there are capitalists and working classes. Relations between these classes have 

always remained antagonistic, based on different conflicting interests (Duinker, 

1963). 

 

4. CLOSING 

From the previous chapter, which has described matters relating to finding and 

discussion, in this study the following conclusions can be drawn: First, after 

conducting an in-depth study using the theory of Marxism, it can be seen how 

the characterization of Ye Sung is. Ye Sung is a smart, beautiful and brave boy. 

He never felt ashamed because he had a father who was not fluent in 

communication.Second, from the film Miracle in Cell No.7, we can find out the 

class struggle which is analyzed based on the theory of Marxism. In 

Fundamentals of Marxism-Leanisim explains that there are several struggles of 

the proletariat class in achieving social welfare, there are economic struggle, 

ideological struggle and economic struggle. Third, from the film Miracle in Cell 

No.7, educational values can be taken that can be useful for everyday life. 

Judging from how great the affectionate relationship that occurs between father 

and son. Which they don't want to separate from each other. This film also shows 

that every good we do will get a good reward as well. We can also learn that we 

should not judge someone without clear evidence. Before accusing people of 

wrongdoing, we must look at the facts and evidence first. This film also teaches 

us how we should value the time we have with the people we love. 
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